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A-E Games of Turin

Turin, Italy stepped onto the world stage and played host to the Winter Olympics
for two weeks in February. It was the largest Winter Olympics ever, with 2,500
athletes representing 82 countries competing in 84 events.

Long-track speedskating turned into one of the American team’s best events.
Shani Davis (A) won the Gold medal in the men’s 1,000 meters and became
the first African-American champion in Winter Olympics history. Former inline
skating champion Chad Hedrick became an Olympic speedskating champion
in the men’s 5,000 meters just three years after taking the ice in the sport for
the very first time. They were joined at the top of the podium by teammate Joey
Cheek, who sprinted to Gold in the men’s 500 meters.

Snowboarding was also ruled by the U.S. Shaun White (B), nicknamed “The
Flying Tomato” for his bright red hair and acrobatic moves on the extreme sports
circuit, won the Gold medal in the Men’s Halfpipe. The 19-year old White showed
nervousness when he fell during qualifying, but he recovered to win the Gold
with a flourish in the finals. Other American winners included Hannah Teter in
the Women'’s Halfpipe and
Seth Wescott in the Men’s
Cross.

Ted Ligety (C) gave the U.S.
ski team a boost by winning
the Alpine Combined. It was
the first Olympic appearance
for the relatively unknown
Ligety. He became only
the fourth American male
to win an Alpine Olympic
Gold medal.

It was not all positive news for the U.S. Snowboarder Lindsey Jacobellis (D)
poignantly summed up the highs and lows of the Olympic journey.
Jacobellis was easily racing to victory in the finals of the Women’s Cross
when she threw too much style into an aerial and crashed. Jacobellis was
unable to recover in time to keep her lead, and she was forced
to settle for the Silver medal.

Figure skater Michelle Kwan (E) was forced to withdraw
because of injury. Several other U.S. stars, including skiers
Bode Miller, Daron Rahlves and figure skater Johnny Weir
turned in disappointing performances. Figure skater Sasha

Cohen, a Gold medal favorite for the U.S., stumbled to a Silver
medal after falling during the Ladies free skate. { i ‘
h yoam

[B} Proto credits: AP/Wide World Photos

After 36 years on ABC, Monday Jimmie Johnson won the 2006 Tiger Woods won his 10th major
Night Football left the network and Daytona 500. championship, taking the British
moved to ESPN. Open for the second time.



The Pittsburgh Steelers capped an improbable championship run by defeating
the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XL, 21-10. Pittsburgh was the last team
to qualify for the AFC playoffs, and the Steelers made it to the title game by
becoming the first team in NFL history to win three straight playoff games on the
road. Wide receiver Hines Ward was chosen Super Bowl MVP after he grabbed
five catches for 123 yards, including the game-clinching 43-yard touchdown in
the fourth quarter.

G. White Sox champs again...finally

The Chicago White Sox eased the pain of long-suffering Windy City baseball fans
by winning their first World Series title in 86 years, sweeping the Houston Astros
in four games. Chicago was dominant in the playoffs with an 11-1 record.

H. Back on the ice

After losing an entire season to labor strife for the first time in league history,
NHL owners and players settled their differences and returned to the rink. The
new season arrived with a slew of rule changes as well, designed to speed up
the game.

Annika Sorenstam remained the top The Los Angeles Galaxy won their Legendary sports broadcaster Curt
female golfer, winning 10 times on the second MLS Cup title with a 1-0 Gowdy died at the age of 86.
LPGA tour. overtime victory over the New England
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I. Danica in the driver’s seat
Danica Patrick was not the first woman to ever race in the Indy Racing League, bu
might have made the biggest splash, qualifying and finishing fourth at the Indy 500, i
highest finish ever by a rookie driver. The 23-year-old Patrick went on to win IRL rookie
the year after several top 10 finishes.

J. A bumpy ride

Cyclist Lance Armstrong pedaled
his way through another news-
worthy year, winning the Tour
de France for a record seventh
consecutive time, then retiring
from the sport, announcing his
engagement and break-up to
rock star Sheryl Crow and again
being forced to respond to dop-
ing allegations from the French
media.

K. One for the ages
USC’s Heisman Trophy team-
mates, running back Reggie
Bush and quarterback Matt Leinart, were not quite good enough to
win a third straight college football national title, as the Trojans fell to
Texas, 41-38, in the dramatic championship game at the Rose Bowl.
Texas quarterback Vince Young stole the show, scoring the game-win-
ning touchdown with 19 seconds left.

L. No more T.0.

Just one year after helping the Philadelphia Eagles reach the Super
Bowl, wide receiver Terrell Owens got suspended from the team in mid-
season, due to his detrimental conduct. The problems started when the
outspoken and controversial Owens got upset that the team would not
re-negotiate his contract.

M. Sensational Stewart
Behind a season that included five wins and 24 top 10 finishes, NASCAR
driver Tony Stewart won his second Nextel Cup championship. Often
referred to in the past as the bad boy of racing due to his short temper,
Stewart joined Jeff Gordon as the only multiple Cup winner among active
drivers.

Hurricane Katrina forced many New New studies showed that the high The first World Baseball Classic took
Orleans sports teams, including the NFL’s school sport with the largest increase place in the spring.
Saints and NBA's Hornets, into playing long - in participation was bowling. ;

stretches on the road.



£’ Photo credits: AP/Wide World Photos

N. Golden retirement
Considered by many the greatest
golfer of his time, Jack Nicklaus
decided to retire from competi-
tive golf at the age of 65. Nicklaus
won 18 major championships in
his career, more than anybody in
history. In his final round at the
British Open, Nicklaus ended in
style by sinking a 15-foot birdie
on the final hole.

0. Two of a kind

The San Antonio Spurs and
Detroit Pistons, respective win-
ners of the previous two NBA
championships, continued their
domination. The two teams met
in the 2005 NBA Finals, with the
Spurs winning in seven games.
Both rolled along during the
2006 season, compiling two of
the best records in basketball
by the All-Star Break.

P. Cleaning up the game
Baseball’'s steroid use scandal
continued, with many high-
profile players even testifying
at Congressional hearings.
Baltimore Orioles star Rafael
Palmiero denied use, then tested
positive and was suspended dur-
ing the season. After the 2005
season, Major League Baseball
instituted a stricter steroid test-
ing policy.

USC running back Reggie Bush

Swiss tennis star Roger Federer stayed
number one in the world by winning
Wimbledon, the U.S. Open and the

Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant
scored 81 points in one game, the second
highest individual total in NBA history.

won the Heisman Trophy in a
landslide vote.

Australian Open.




science/technology YEAR IN REVIEW

A. Shuttle back in orbit

Two years after the Columbia tragedy grounded NASA's manned space flight program;™
space shuttle Discovery returned NASA to outer space with a successful two- week
mission. However, anxious moments came after foam insulation knocked loose on take-
off caused a two-day delay in Discovery’s return to Earth.

B. Science or religion?
Communities and school districts ferociously debated the merits of Intelligent Design,
a concept that asserts certain aspects of the living world seemed to be caused by an
intelligent source, rather than a random process such as natural selection. Opponents
claimed it was religion masquerading as science, while proponents insisted it should
be a respected point of view.

C. Space tourist

American scientist Gregory Olsen paid $20
million for a 10-day trip to the International
Space Station. Olsen, the co-founder and
chairman of his own fiber-optics company, S OVER
made the trip aboard a Russian rocket and o U0 :
became only the third civilian to become a T o VASH
“space tourist.”

D. 360 around the world

Microsoft released its newest gaming system,

Xbox 360, just in time for the holidays and

prompted shoppers to camp out in lines to

gobble them up. The consoles were also launched with a new
expanded service from Microsoft that allowed gamers worldwide
to play one another.

E. Generation MySpace

Teens continued becoming more immersed in the internet. MySpace.
com, an online social community geared toward young adults and
musicians, became one of the fastest-growing websites on the
internet. Just two years old, MySpace’s membership approached
50 million users and began getting more hits than Google and AOL.
Elsewhere, popular online encyclopedias like Wikipedia started to
be viewed as viable reference tools, despite debates regarding its
accuracy.

photos of a giant, 60-foot squid, thought to wasaecusedoffabﬂcahnglabresults
be one of the largest creatures in the sea. Texas, '",W?Q.W‘T‘,1°,¥9W3¢f'f‘?9 v




F. Lost World

Conservation groups on an expedition into the remote tropical jungles of Indonesia
discovered dozens of new animal and plant species. The scientists reportedly found up
to 20 new types of frogs and a species of tree kangaroo (pictured) that was previously
thought to be extinct.

G. Park for free

Salt Lake City joined a growing list of American cities that began offering free metered
downtown parking for more environmentally friendly vehicles. To qualify, cars needed
to get at least 50 miles to the gallon or be a hybrid powered by an alternative fuel. Other
cities that offered similar programs included Austin, Texas and New Haven, Conn.

H. Landmark surgery

Doctors in Miami successfully removed a 16-pound tumor from the face of Marlie

Casseus, a 14-year-old Haitian girl suffering from a rare genetic disorder. Casseus was
brought to the United States for the procedure
after aid workers in Haiti discovered her case.
Donations from all over the world helped
Casseus' family pay the medical bills.

I. Monkey business
A group of American scientists announced
that they successfully decoded the DNA
of the chimpanzee, considered the closest
relative to humans in nature. By comparing
the chimp DNA to human DNA, thg
doctors hoped to discover the
of various diseases. P
i - . . " 2 V"‘_1IA:§

Myspace com 25.

Google 11.5% lllml

Xanga.com 5.7% Il

N responses of

unched the New Horizons probe, O ‘ , Son’ ~ Australian doctors Barry Marshall and
wilhuplmmdtﬂptoexpmmm plug on Aibo, its robotic dog program. Robin Warren won the Nobel Prize in
; _Pl_tmmmtakemyears . i i




eese Witherspoon both got Popular children's tale, Chronicles o
Oscar nommatlons for playing Johnny and June Narnia: The Lion; the Witch and the
Carter Cash in Walk the Line. Wardrobe, was made into a hit movie.
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Ney results compiled from responses of 2,000 high school
students across the nation.

F. Back in the spotlight

After her career seemed derailed due to a series of
highly publicized emotional troubles, R&B singer
Mariah Carey staged a huge comeback when her new
album, The Emancipation of Mimi, ended up as the
highest seller of the year. The record earned Carey
three Grammy awards.

G. Can’t get enough CSI
TV viewers continued to be infatuated with CBS' batch
of crime dramas. CS/ was still the most watched show

on network TV. CSI: Miami and CSI: New York also
drew huge ratings.

H. 50 Cent worth millions

Rapper 50 Cent put out another hit album, with The Massacre selling
more than 5 million copies. He also starred in the hit movie Get Rich or
Die Tryin, which was loosely based on his life story.

I. Potter mania rampant again

Release of the sixth book in the popular Harry Potter series created quite
a stir. Harry Potter and the Half-blood Prince sold more than 10 million
copies, and author J.K. Rowling stunned many readers by killing off one
of the story’s main characters. The latest Harry Potter movie (based on
the fourth book), Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, ruled the box office
in the fall.

Wedding Crashers was the comedy hit of the year,

raking in more than $200 million.

J. Familiar faces

Ratings showed that several fa-
miliar TV shows continued to be
big hits with the young teen au-
dience. Gilmore Girls, The OC,
Smallville and Veronica Mars
were among those that stayed \
popular.

K. Penguins everywhere
Documentary film March of
the Penguins drew in nearly
$80 million at the box office,
a previously unheard of figure
for its genre. Critical praise and
positive word of mouth helped
the movie, which fascinated
millions with its story about the
mating rituals of penguins at the
South Pole.

Gwen Stefani released her first solo
album, which included number one hit
song “Hollaback Girl.”
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na country record, There's More Where That Came From, won
! oftheYewandherbdlad“lMayHateMyseﬁmtheMonmg won
ong of the Year.

l. The first lady

50 when will the U.S. have a female president? In the world of fictional TV,
t happened this year. ABC's Commander In Chief cast Geena Davis in the
ole of the president, and the drama series became the highest-rated new
show on the air.

~ 0. Gone, but not forgotten

— Famed American comedian Richard Pryor died after a long battle with
mulﬁple sclerosis. Other noteworthy entertainers to pass away included
“ R&B singer Luther Vandross, actresses Anne Bancroft and Shelley Winters,

. and actor Pat Morita, the beloved

2 Mr. Miyagi from The Karate Kid 7\ "=

=  Mmovies.
4

t‘na is enough
¥4 the 20th anniversary of his
a famous charity concert Live Aid,
R music producer Bob Geldof
> reprised the event by staging Live
~ B 8, a series of charity concerts that
. took place in eight countries during
he first week of July. Estimates
mc]’“ng"tod that more than one
mi pe%attended and more
mm% - - ’.
IJyeB

Green Day won five honors at Shock jock Howard Stern jumped to satellite
the MTV Music Video Awards. radio, signing a $500 million deal with Sirius.
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Q. Good works rewarded

U2 lead singer Bono received another prestigious honor, but this one had
nothing to do with his music. Bono, along with Microsoft founder Bill Gates
and his wife, Melinda, were chosen Persons of the Year by Time magazine for
their global charitable efforts to fight poverty and disease.

‘»S.Ancwlcﬁﬂ*m .
. Steve Jobs, co-founder and CEO of Apple Computers,
- strengthened his status as a pop culture icon after his Pi
__Animation Studios, the creator of popular computer ani
movies like The Incredibles and Toy Story, agreed to a
with longtime partner Walt Disney Pictures. In the proce!
Jobs became the largest shareholder in Disney. > 7

T. A million
Nﬁlﬂrmmmmdomica!aoclmmfor his best-
 selling self-help memoir A Million Little Pieces, which told the
story of how he overcame a life of crime and drug addiction.
However after much public scrutiny, Frey admitted that large
portions of the book were exaggerated and embellished.

U. Back on the air

A grassroots fan- movement, driven largely by DVD sales,
prompted Fox to bring back animated comedy series Family
Guy. The show, centered on the wild antics of an off-
the-wall Rhode Island family, a diabolical one-year
old baby and their talking dog, had been cancelled
by Fox in 2002.

Popular Newlyweds Jessica Simpson Oprah Winfrey celebrated the 20th Five movies starring 11-year old actress
and Nick Lachey called it quits. anniversary of her popular daytime Dakota Fanning were released, including
talk s ;w g War of the Worlds.
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