


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































My Big Fat Greek Wedding, a romantic
comedy about a Greek woman who
falls for a non-Greek man, became the
biggest film release ever in
the U.S. The movie cost only $5 million
to make and grossed more than $200
million at the box office. vy

AP PhotaiReed Saxon

Photo by Sebastian Anz/Getty Images ‘

What was your
favorite TV show
this school year?

1. Friends
2. The Simpsons
3. The Oshournes

<« A few surprises took place at the
54th Annual Emmy Awards as some
old favorites and a newcomer won
trophies for television excellence.
Friends finally took home the prize
for Best Comedy after eight years
and four nominations, while star
Jennifer Aniston won her first Emmy
as Lead Actress in a Comedy. Michael
Chiklis grabbed the Lead Actor in a
Drama award for his role on FX’s The
Shield. Another big winner was NBC's
The West Wing with four Emmys,

The Osbourne family, with a smash
reality TV hit after its first season on
MTV, seemed to be everywhere in
2002 with merchandising and book
deals totaling in excess of $20 million.
Along the way, The Osbournes won
an Emmy, the family hosted the 30th
Annual American Music Awards, Ozzy
was honored with a Hollywood Walk
of Fame star, and Kelly recorded her
first album. A

Die Another Day became the biggest-
opening James Bond movie ever,
earning an estimated $47 million its first
weekend to break the record previously
held by The World is Not Enough. The
film starred Pierce Brosnan as James
Bond and Oscar-winner Halle Berry as
a female agent. -

including Best Drama. HBO and
NBC received the most honors with
each earning 24 awards. In addition,
Oprah Winfrey was honored with the
first Bob Hope Humanitarian Award
which was established to recognize
Hope’s pioneering and humanitarian
efforts. v




R&B vocalist Ashanti took home eight
trophies from the Billboard Music
Awards, winning each category for
which she was nominated. She was
also named the best new pop/rock
and hip-hop/R&B artist at the
American Music Awards and Choice
Breakout Artist at the Teen Choice
Awards. Ashanti also received five
Grammy Award nominations. 'V p»

It Kind Of
Sounds The Same

The British musical group The Planets
introduced a 60-second piece of
silence on its latest album, creating
controversy with representatives of
the late composer John Cage, who was
credited with writing 433 (273 seconds
of silence). Lawyers threatened to sue
for violation of copyright, but failed
when they could not specify which 60
of the 273 seconds had been copied.

Elvis’ Hair

Has Left The Building
An anonymous bidder paid more
than $115,000 for a large, vacuum-
packed lock of Elvis Presley’s hair in an
online auction hosted by lllinois-based
MastroNet Incorporated. The King of
Rock’s former barber, Homer Gilleland,
had collected the hair. He gave it to
friend Tom Morgan, who then put it on

L ]
i i : TH the auction block.
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Rapper Jay-Z went back to school
as a principal during his 10-city
Principal for a Day tour. Local
radio contests determined which
schools he visited to promote
education and his Blueprint 2
CD. At each of the schools, he
performed the daily duties of the
principal and spoke to the student
body. i

Each member of ‘NSync tried a project
on his own. Justin Timberlake released
asolo album, Joey Fatone performed in
a Broadway musical, Chris Kirkpatrick
designed clothes, Lance Bass trained for
a Russian space mission, and JC Chasez
began recording his own album. <P

What was your
favorite album this
school year?

1. The Eminem Show

2. Nellyville
3. 8 Mile

Christmas

Carol Court

Fifty-five traffic violators in Columbia,
Tenn., avoided paying fines by belting
lucky enough to draw the last court
date before Christmas were given the
choice of singing a carol and donating
five canned goods to a local food bank
in exchange for having their tickets
dismissed.

John Entwistle, bass player for The
Who, died of a heart attack at age
57 at the Hard Rock Hotel and
Casino in Las Vegas. Also known
as Thunderfingers, he died just one
day before the group was to begin a
North American tour. »>

George & John
Philip To The Rescue
Legendary composers Gershwin and
Sousa were enlisted to help the Boston
teens loitering in one of the city’s high-
traffic subway stations. Authorities
began piping in a mix of show tunes
and marches to the dismay of area
youth, who have since found other
places to hang out.




won awards in every category
for which she was nominated at
the first Latin MTV Video Music
Awards, including best female
artist, best pop artist, artist of
the year, video of the year, and

[ best artist from the north region.
The top male artist honors went
to Juanes, a folk rock singer from
Columbia. dA)
Bee Gees’ singer Maurice Gibb died g :
at 53 from a heart attack. Gibb sang Elvis set a personal record this year,
with his brothers in the Bee Gees for 25 years after his death: he had his
more than 40 years and also played first album to debut at number one
bass and keyboards for the band. on the Billboard chart. RCA records
Their soundtrack to the 1977 movie, released Elvis 30 #1 Hits for the 25th
Saturday Night Fever, is often credited anniversary of The King's death, which
with launching the worldwide disco immediately to number one in

the U.S. and 17 other countries. P

Who was your favorite
musical artist or group
this school year?

weyduuun)-zanbsep 1L0104d dv ‘
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Photo by Matthew Piyton/Getty Images

Jam Master Jay died after a man
entered his recording studio and
shot him during a recording session.
Jay, born Jason Mizell, was 37.
Mizell was a founding member of
pioneering rap group Run-DMC,
which he helped form with Run,
Joseph Simmons, and DMC, Darryl
McDaniels. A

-l
Photoy Frederick M: Brown/Getty Images

AVamCarhm,AvrillawpeP
4 and Michelle Branch were the
new kind of pop sensations this year
as teens turned away from the music
popularized by Britney Spears and
Christina Aguilera. Lavigne’s debut
album Let Go was the third biggest-
selling album of the year, and Lavigne
was nominated for five Grammy
awards.

1. Eminem

2. Avril Lavigne
3. Nelly




Who was this
year’s best actor?

1. Vin Disel
2. Mel Gibson
3. Eminem
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Rap artist Eminem was the year’s top-
selling musical artist. The Eminem
Show sold more copies than any other
album, and the soundtrack to & Mile, a
maovie that starred Eminem, came in at
number five. The Fminem Show won a
Grammy as the top Rap Album, as well
as received four other nominations.
He also won four American Music,
two Billboard Music, and four MTV
Mussic Video awards. 'S

Richard Harris, classically trained
actor of stage and film, died at
age 72. Already an accomplished
performer, he became known to a
new generation of moviegoers playing
the headmaster Albus Dumbledore in
the first two Harry Potter films. 'V

It was a successful year for actor Denzel
Washington, who made his debut as a
director with Antwone Fisher, a film
about a foster child confronting his
past. Washington was also named
Entertainment Weekly’s Entertainer of
the Year.

A

You

Ate How Many?

New York Subway conductor Eric
Booker gobbled down 21 baseball-
sized matzo balls to set a record and
win the 6th Annual Matzo Ball Eating
Contest sponsored by a local deli.
Booker won a $2,500 gift certificate
in the charity event, which benefits
metropolitan-area soup kitchens.

Max Nash

Actor Christopher Reeve announced
that he could move his wrist, feet
and fingers seven years after he
was paralyzed in a horseback
riding accident. Reeve credited his
improvement to years of physical
therapy and never giving up. »

Sen. Trent Lott made national headlines
after he made comments favoring a
presidential candidate who had run his
campaign on a platform of segregation.
Lott stepped down from serving as the
Sen. Bill Frist was voted the new Senate
majority leader. »

A 55-year-old West Virginia man won
the biggest Powerball jackpot ever.
Andrew “Jack” Whittaker opted to
receive all his money up front — about
$112 million after taxes. Whittaker
planned to donate 10 percent of
the money to pastors and to rehire
employees whom he was forced to
layoff earlier in the year. | 4

Consider That

After 104 days of riding one of the
largest and fastest roller coasters ever
hlill,CNagoUmvermyhﬂrm

Richard Rodriguez succeeded in
breaking his 15th world record.

During his 10-hour days aboard

Germany’s Expedition GeForce he
read newspapers, listened to music
and talked on his cell phone.

Mark Mainz/Getty Images

Some
Like It Hot

Inga Kosak bested 80 other contestants
from 10 countries to win the first
World Extreme Ironing Championship.
Participants were judged on their ability
to iron under the highest deyee of
difficulty pouible such as lromng




Who was this
year’s best actress?

1. Jennifer Lopez
2. Julia Roberts
3. Halle Berry

The national news media began
calling Reese Witherspoon America’s
Sweetheart after the film Sweet
Home Alabama broke the record for
the biggest-opening for a romantic
comedy. The record was previously
held by Runaway Bride, which starred
Julia Roberts. v

A jury found actress Winona Ryder
guilty of shoplifting more than
$5,500 of clothes from a Beverly
Hills Saks Fifth Avenue store. Ryder’s
case received ongoing media attention
for months. Ryder’s sentence included
performing 480 hours of community
service, attending  counseling
and paying $10,000 in fines and
restitution. el

Questions arose about whether Martha
Stewart sold ImClone Systems stock
based on illegal inside knowledge.
Stewart claimed she had no idea the
stock’s price was soon to fall when
she sold it, but a congressional panel
continued to investigate Stewart’s

Time magazine named Cynthia
Cooper, Coleen Rowley and
Sherron Watkins its Persons of
the Year. All three women chose
to confront their superiors about
cover-ups going on within their
organizations, and their efforts
were leaked to the media. Cooper
let WorldCom know about its

Fred Rogers, better known as Mister
Rogers of the PBS program, Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood, died at age
74 of stomach cancer. A cultural icon
to generations of children, he viewed
his shows as a way to reach young
people and give them a foundation for
a good life. |

trades. Rl : nearly

phony bookkeeping practices,
Rowley told the FBI that it
had neglected to look into a
potential terror suspect who
was later involved in the Sept. 11
attacks, and Watkins informed
Enron officials that some of the
company’s accounting methods
were improper. A
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The Anaheim Angels won games six
and seven of the all-California World
Series, edging out the San Francisco
Giants. Threats of a late-season
baseball strike had fans wondering
whether there would be a series,
but the strike was averted with a
new labor contract that included
a revenue-sharing plan and a drug
prevention program. 4V)
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Hall of Fame quarterback Johnny
Unitas died of a heart attack at 69.
Unitas was the first to throw for 40,000
yards, and broke nearly every NFL
record for his position in his 18-year
career. Unitas, who retired in 1973, still
holds the record for completing at least
one touchdown pass in 47 consecutive
games, a record set during the 1959-60
season. <4

What is your
favorite sport
to watch?

a. Foothall 39.9%

b. Basketbhall 23.8%

c. Baseball 8.4%
d. Soccer 7.6%
e. Wrestling 4.4%

was inducted into the Basketball Hall
of Fame. Johnson, who scored more
than 17,000 points in the NBA, and led
the LA Lakers to five championships,
first retired from basketball after he
tested positive for HIV in 1991. After
returning to play in a few games during
the '95-"96 season, he retired again. W

Tennis star Serena Williams continued
her extraordinary run with a win in the
Australian Open, where she defeated
older sister Venus in the finals. It was
her fourth-straight Grand Slam victory
following wins at the French Open,
Wimbledon and the U.S. Open. She
was only the sixth woman ever to win
four consecutive majors. >




A Devoted
Evenlnl)e:g"

Pittsburgh’s Paul Wellener was a
lifelong football fan and, thanks to his
family, his unbridled passion for the
game has followed him even in death.
When Wellener, a Steelers season ticket
holder for 42 years, died unexpectedly,
his family found a fitting marker for his
grave: two weathered seats from the
Three Rivers Stadium auction.

That

Kid’s Got Guts

of the Arizona Cardinals revealed that
he started dominating the gridiron at
an early age, beginning his high school
football career at age 6. As a 5-foot-7,
170-pound second-grader, Johnson
came off the bench to play in several
games for Harrodshurg (Ky.) High School
going head-to-head with opponents
three times older than him.

r g™ r

g presentation in memory of
those who died in the attacks. < p>

Let Go

Of My Lego!
Somebodyhnquneacmnm
piece — or maybe just a big pile of
Legos. Thieves at the annual sports
equipment Super Show in Las Vegas
made off with a replica Stanley Cup
trophy, which was made entirely of
6,000 Lego bricks. The replica cup was
on display to promote the company’s
new line of Lego NHL Hockey sets.

Ted Williams, baseball’s last major
league player to bat over .400 in
a season, died at 83 of cardiac
arrest. News of his death was soon
overshadowed by a legal battle
between his children, who disagreed
about whether his body should be
cremated or cryogenically frozen. <

Although her kick was blocked, Katie
Hnida became the first woman ever
to play in a Division 1-A football game
when she attempted an extra point in
the Las Vegas Bowl. Hnida’s team, the
New Mexico Lobos, lost the game to

_ the UCLA Bruins, 27-13.

-

-

“ﬁ"‘*"ﬁﬁﬁ”""‘@ 'ofyéft’??"
byl ,'. .

Ouch,

That Stings!

Two competitive adult dodge ball
leagues have formed in San Francisco
during the past year. The first of their
kind, the San Francisco Bombardment
Society and the Bay Area Blood Warriors
schedule matches with rules similar to
the popular playground game.

'I'heOhioShleMeyameﬂm

in the Fiesta Bowl.The Buckeyes
defeated the heavily favored Miami
Hurricanes, 31-24, in a game that
many national publications touted as
the best college football game of all
timlllewhendedhhm’su—m

After 13 seasons, Emmitt Smith of the
Dallas Cowboys holds the National
Football League’s all-time rushing
record, surpassing the late Walter
Payton’s previous record of 16,726
yards. After the season ended, there
was talk that Smith’s salary and age
would keep him from returning to the
mln&brmryteamownerlerry
Jones released him.

Notre Dame’s first-year foothall coach
Tyrone Willingham, the first black head
coach in school history, led the Fighting
Irish to a 10-2 record and a spot in the
Gator Bowl. The season included
an eight-game winning streak and
an impressive turnaround from the
previous year’s 5-6 record.

e ARPRON/Gatrge Nk

Who was this year’s
most noteworthy athlete?

1. Kobe Bryant
2. Alan Iverson
3. Lebron James

AP Photo/Mark |. Terrill

Annika Sorenstam completed the
most dominant season the LPGA
Tour has seen in nearly four decades
by winning 13 times around the
world, including a major. En route to
shattering her own scoring record, the
32-year-old Swede finished out of the
top 10 only three times.




The :-) turned 20 this year. IBM
researcher Scott Fahlman first typed
the smiley face in an online message
in 1982.

This year, Mississippi became the first
state ever to have an online computer
in each public school classroom.

Wake up, Sleepyhead! A 16-year-old
German student invented a bed with
an electric motor that gradually raises
the bed's mattress for five minutes after
an alarm goes off. After five minutes,
the sleepyhead has to get out of bed or
be forced onto the floor.

Researchers found out that duct tape
removes warts just as well as freezing
them with liquid nitrogen. Just apply,
wait six days, remove the tape, soak the
area in water, scrape the area with a
pumice stone, and apply again. Experts
say the tape irritates the warts and
triggers the immune system to attack
them, and they say this approach does
not hurt.

Reporters writing about the new
James Bond movie Die Another Day
received self-destructing DVDs to
preview the movie’s scenes. A letter
from the movie's fictional character Q
accompanied the discs, warning that
the content would only be available
for 36 hours. After that, Q wrote, the
disc makes a nice coaster.

computer
systems, a blackout of automatic teller
machines and a bog down of web
traffic. The author of the worm, if
caught and convicted, could face harsh
punishment under new U.S. anti-terror
legislation.

A fossil unearthed in Africa was dated
at between 6 and 7 million years old,
pushing the date of the earliest known
human ancestor back more than 3
million years. The nearly complete
skull, nicknamed Toumai, had some
apelike features, but the shape of its
teeth and lower face suggested human
ancestry.

Consumers began to wonder whether
hybrid cars would become mainstream
after General Motors Corp., the world's
largest auto maker, announced it would
offer hybrid cars, pickups and sport
utility vehicles. Hybrids use a mixture
of electricity and gas, making them
more fuel-efficient. v

Companies continued to cram gadgets
into cell phones, eliminating the need
for people to carry PDAs or computers
along with their phones. The new
generation of phones can take digital
pictures, access the internet, send and
receive email and instant messages,
and download video games and ring
tones. »

The Kroger Company, the
country’s largest grocery chain,
tested finger imaging at three
of its Texas stores as a new way
for customers to pay for their
groceries. When customers
signed up for the program, their
credit or debit card information
was linked to their fingerprint,
so they no longer needed to
take their wallets to the store.
The Penn Cambria district in
Pennsylvania allows its students
to pay for their lunches in the
same manner. It is one of about
35 districts trying the biometric
program. Other schools across
the nation used the system in
their libraries. £
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Environmentally friendly cars powered
by hydrogen made their debut in Los
Angeles when the city’s mayor signed
a lease for city employees to try five
of the cars. Automakers said this was
an important first step, but the cars
probably will not be sold to the general
public for another 10 years. |
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some primates,
wﬁﬁsoﬂumdphnhm

Tannins in small doses naturally increase
milk and veterinarians use
them to prevent failed pregnancies.
first known animal to self-medicate when

A Northern California town sold on
eBay for almost $1.8 million. The
owners of Bridgeville, Calif. decided
to auction the town on eBay after their
conventional attempts to sell the town
failed. The town includes a post office,
a cemetery and more than a dozen
houses and cabins. -

models written to study the spread of forest
fires and applied them to the wave. His
analysis shows it only takes a few dozen
fans to trigger a wave. It will move
clockwise at a rate of 20 seats per second
and is usually about 15 seats wide.

mwm

Computer programmer Boris Tsikanovsky
tbdopedmuwlid,&;hd,
from dragging prey into the house. Squirrel,
whose special collar allows her to exit and
enter through a magnetized door, often
hides dead mice and birds in the furniture.
So, he developed imaging software linked
to a camera by the door that will not
allow Squirrel to enter if her profile shows
something in her mouth.

GY

yote

Almost one fifth of U.S. counties
used electronic voting machines in
November, the highest percentage to
date. The change was prompted by
lawmakers’ concern about Florida’s
ballot controversy in the 2000
presidential election. 4AD>

Tablet PCs hit store shelves this year.
These new laptops allow users to
handwrite their messages directly on
the screen instead of typing them,

g them a popular choice for
taking notes in classes and meetings.
The average price: about $2,200. < A

Tom Christerson celebrated the one-
year anniversary of his artificial heart
transplant in September. He died six
months later. Christerson, 71, was the
longest-living AbioCor recipient so far.
The AbioCor heart, a softball-sized
pump made of plastic and titanium,
runs on batteries and fits within a
patient’s chest. »

0 by David McNew/Getty Images




Bratz dolls outsold Barbie as America’s
best-selling fashion doll for six months in a
row. In response, Mattel created My Scene
Barbie, a newer doll who wears platform
shoes, low-rise jeans, more makeup, and

idriff-baring shirts. <V

The Institute of Medicine changed
its recommendations for Americans’
diets and exercise regimes. Under
the new guidelines, everyone should
participate in at least one hour of
physical activity each day and should
eat a recommended percentage of
tes, fats and proteins.

McDonald’s cut the amount of bad
fat in its fries, Chicken McNuggets
and other products after a New York
man sued McDonald's and three other
major fast-food chains for allegedly
making him fat.

A few weeks later, a lawyer sued
McDonald’s on behalf of obese

People desperate for money turned to the children. The suits were later thrown
lntemettocyberbeg.Onem.)manwasab_le out by a federal judge who said the
to pay off her $20,000 credit card debt in law is not in place to protect people
just five months with the contributions she from their own excesses. The cases
received from people who read her website argued that the fast-food chains never
and sent money. 4 gave a clear warning about the foods’

danger. dA

Several stars crossed over from one  Hewlett Packard introduced a
entertainment genre to another, the most  personal computer that works like
common of which involved musicians making ~ a TV. The computer comes with a
movies. Actress/pop star Jennifer Lopez was  remote control and a TV tuner, and
one example. She starred in two movies  users can play and record TV shows
this year, released a top-selling CD, opened  and digital music. A
a restaurant and even launched a perfume.
Other stars crossing over included Eminem
and Kid Rock making their film debuts.

The coolest trend at my school this year was

My favorite fashion trend was

Survey results compiled from the responses of more than 2000 students across the nation
© 2003 Walsworth Publishing Company, Inc
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