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(This article is taken from a report on Indiana population 
changes between 1890 and 1990.) 

Between 1890 and 1940, Indiana had a population gain 
of more than 1.2 million (56%). Over the next 50 years 
the state followed this up with an increase of 2.1 mil
lion (62%). This relatively stable pattern of growth for 
the state, however, did not carry over to the counties. 

Whereas 39 counties had their highest population 
in 1990, 21 counties-almost one-fourth of the state to
tal- peaked in 1920 or before. All of these counties, 
with the exception of Knox, are small rural counties, 
with four having their highest population in 1890 and 
13 more in 1900. 

Only Rush County, in 1960, had its highest popula
tion between 1920 and 1970, but six counties had their 
high in 1970 and 25 more in 1980. The counties peaking 
in 1970 were all urban counties, ranging in size from 
Grant to Lake. Generally speaking, the 25 counties 
whose population was highest in 1980 were neither the 
smallest nor the largest in the state; only Madison and 
Newton were among the top ten and the lowest ten, 
respectively. 

Between 1890 and 1990, only six of the state's 92 
counties-Allen, Elkhart, Floyd, Johnson, Monroe, and 
Tippecanoe-failed to have at least one decade of 
population loss. At the other end of the scale, Switzer
land had eight periods of loss before showing gains 
during each of the past two decades. There were 28 
other counties that had at least five decades of loss, and 
overall there were 232 county-decades of loss, for an 

average of 3.5 per county. Putting it another way, for 
the past 100 years, each census has shown an average 
of 32 counties losing population since the previous 
enumeration. 

More than half of the state's counties (48) lost 
population either between 1890 and 1940 or in the next 
50 years, with ten counties (Benton, Clay, Crawford, 
Fountain, Jay, Parke, Pike, Rush, Switzerland, and War
ren) showing declines in each of the two periods. In all, 
17 counties had a smaller population in 1990 than in 
1890. There was a marked difference between the 1890-
1940 period, when 44 counties lost population, and the 
1940-1990-span, when there were just 14 losers. Further, 
several counties that have made substantial gains in 
recent years actually lost population between 1890 and 
1940. This list includes Boone, Brown, Hamilton, 
Hancock, Harrison, Hendricks, Jefferson, Lagrange, 
and Warrick. 
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Table 1 
Number of Indiana Counties with Selected Patterns of 
Population Change, By Decade, 1890 Through 1990 

under one-quarter (24.8%) of the 
state's population, whereas the ten 
least populous had just over 4%. 
For the next 70 years the large ur
ban counties increased their propor
tion of the population each decade, 
and by 1960 the top ten had more 
than half of Indiana's population 
(51.4%). Over the past 30 years, this 
proportion has declined with each 
census, and in 1990 the figure was 
down to 47.8%. In terms of actual 
population, the top ten counties 
had 543,000 people in 1890 and 
2,652,000 by 1970. There has been 
little change in this figure in the 
past 20 years. 

Net 
Period In-Migration 
1890-1900 NIA 
1900-1910 25 
1910-1920 18 
1920-1930 16 
1930-1940 43 
1940-1950 16 
1950-1960 28 
1960-1970 33 
1970-1980 57 
1980-1990 16 

Table 1 gives the components 
of Indiana county population 
change by decade. Because birth 
and death data prior to 1900 are un
reliable, figures on migration are 
available only since 1900. The pat
terns of change between 1980 and 
1990 showed an almost complete 
reversal from that of the previous 
decade. Only 16 counties, tying for 
the lowest population this century, 
had net in-migration, in sharp con
trast to the 57 (an all-time high) be
tween 1970 and 1980. These 16 
counties were relatively evenly 
spread throughout the state, with 
only one of the top ten counties 
(Elkhart) and just one of the ten 
least populous counties (Switzer
land) included. Elkhart was the 
only one of the group that did not 
have net in-migration between 1970 
and 1980. There were 27 counties 
that gained population in spite of 
net out-migration, as compared 
with 23 for the period ten years ear
lier. Both of those totals were lower 
than any other since 1930. Perhaps 
the sharpest change is shown in the 
Population Loss column, with 49 
counties losing population between 
1980 and 1990, the largest total since 
1930. Only 12, the lowest number 
this century, showed a decline in 
the previous decade. Every county 
on the Illinois border and most of 
the state's east central counties were 
included among the losers. This 
marked change in patterns might be 
interpreted as reflecting the short-

Net Out-Migration Population 
but Population Gain Loss 

NIA 14 
11 56 
10 64 
18 58 
31 18 
28 18 
46 18 
43 16 
23 12 
27 49 

lived nature of the "rural renais
sance." This will be discussed in 
more detail in a later section. 

Although Indiana gained more 
than 700,000 people between 1900 
and 1930, this was a period charac
terized by county population loss. 
Between 1910 and 1920, more than 
two-thirds of the counties (64) expe
rienced loss, and for the three de
cades, an average of 65% of Indiana 
counties lost population each ten 
years. Most of the declining coun
ties were rural and their losses were 
more than made up for by the rela
tively large gains for the urban 
counties in this period. 

Information on the growth pat
terns of the most populous and 
least populous Indiana counties is 
given in Table 2. In 1890, the ten 
largest counties accounted for just 

Table 2 

The proportion of population in 
the ten smallest counties decreased 
steadily between 1890 and 1970, ex
cept for the 1930s, when there was 
no change. As a result, these coun
ties' proportion of the state popula
tion declined from 4.1%in1890 to 
1.7% in 1970. After a slight rise be
tween 1970 and 1980, the propor
tion remained at 1.8 between 1980 
and 1990. In actual numbers, the 
lowest ranking counties peaked at 
100,000 at the turn of the century, 
then dropped steadily to 80,000 in 
1930. Over the next 50 years, the 
trend was upward, but there was a 
slight decline in the past decade. 

Thus, for the first half of this 
century the growth picture is 
readily apparent, with the larger 
counties increasing their share of 
the population and the smaller 
counties declining relatively. The 

Population of Indiana and Its Ten Most and Least Populous Counties, 
with Percentage Share of State, Each Decade, 1890 Through 1990 

Indiana 
#of People 
2,192,404 
2,516,462 
2,700,876 
2,930,390 
3,238,503 
3,427,796 
3,934,224 
4,662,498 
5,195,392 
5,490,224 
5,544,159 

Most Populous Least Populous 
Year 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 
1970 
1980 
1990 

# of People % of State 
543,145 24.8 
725,991 28.8 
906,663 33.6 

1,151,395 39.3 
1,482,456 45.8 
1,601,352 46.7 
1,929,774 49.1 
2,394,556 51.4 
2,652,252 51.1 
2,638,436 48.1 
2,651,755 47.8 

#of People % of State 
90,078 4.1 

100,195 4.0 
93,516 3.5 
86,986 3.0 
79,782 2.5 
84,551 2.5 
86,932 2.2 
87,084 1.9 
88,972 1.7 
98,242 1.8 
97,161 1.8 

picture has not been so clear for the 
past 30 or 40 years, as the share of 
the larger counties has steadily de-
creased while the smaller counties 
have kept a relatively steady pro-
portion. Reasons for this situation 
need to be examined. 

The Depression years (roughly 
1930 to 1940) were characterized by 
a move back to the farm, which 
temporarily halted the decline of 
the smaller counties even though 
the larger ones continued to in-
crease their share. With the coming 
of World War II, a new growth pat-
tern began to develop in Indiana. 
For all intents and purposes, Indi-
ana experienced suburbanization 
for the first time, with many of the 
counties surrounding large cities 
becoming "bedroom" communities 
accompanied by rapid growth after 
many years of stationary or declin-
ing population. Though this pattern 
began to develop in the 1940s, it 
was not readily apparent in the 
analysis of large and small county 
populations until after 1960. Be-
tween 1960 and 1970, both the most 
populous and the least populous 
counties had a declining share of 
the state population as the newly 
suburbanized counties increased 
their proportion. This trend has 
continued, though not as sharply, 
since 1970. 

Ten years ago, many demogra-
phers felt that a new population 
trend-a rural renaissance-was 
taking place. In Indiana, for ex-
ample, between 1970 and 1980 the 
largest counties had a 3% drop in 
their share of the state's population; 
collectively, they actually lost popu-
lation. At the same time, the ten 
smallest counties increased their 
population by more than 10%, and 
also increased their proportion of 
the total. 

It would seem, though, that this 
rural surge was only temporary. 
Whereas the largest counties did 
not show much, if any, gain be-
tween 1980 and 1990, neither did 
the smaller ones. It should be noted, 
however, that Indiana's total popu-
lation increase between 1980 and 
1990 was so small that it is difficult 
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Table3 
Most and Least Populous Counties: 1890, 1940, and 1990 

MOST POPULOUS LEAST POPULOUS 

County 1890 % of State County 1890 % of State 
Marion 141,156 6.44 Pulaski 11,233 0.51 
Allen 66,689 3.04 Jasper 11,185 0.51 
Vanderburgh 59,809 2.73 Warren 10,955 0.50 
Vigo 50,195 2.29 Blackford 10,461 0.48 
St. Joseph 42,457 1.94 Brown 10,308 0.47 
Elkhart 39,201 1.79 Newton 8,803 0.40 
Wayne 37,628 1.72 Scott 7,833 0.36 
Madison 36,487 1.66 Starke 7,339 0.33 
Tippecanoe 35,078 1.60 Union 7,006 0.32 
La Porte 34,445 1.57 Ohio 4,955 0.23 

County 1940 % of State County 1940 % of State 
Marion 460,926 13.45 Benton 11,117 0.32 
Lake 293,195 8.55 Newton 10,775 0.31 
St. Joseph 161,823 4.72 Martin 10,300 0.30 
Allen 155,084 4.52 Crawford 10,171 0.30 
Vanderburgh 130,783 3.82 Warren 9,055 0.26 
Vigo 99,709 2.91 Scott 8,978 0.26 
Madison 88,575 2.58 Switzerland 8,167 0.24 
Delaware 74,963 2.19 Brown 6,189 0.18 
Elkhart 72,634 2.12 Union 6,017 0.18 
La Porte 63,660 1.86 Ohio 3,782 0.11 

County 1990 % of State County 1990 % of State 
Marion 797,159 14.38 Newton 13,551 0.24 
Lake 475,594 8.58 Pulaski 12,643 0.23 
Allen 300,836 5.43 Pike 12,509 0.23 
St. Joseph 247,052 4.46 Martin 10,369 0.19 
Vanderburgh 165,058 2.98 Crawford 9,914 0.18 
Elkhart 156,198 2.82 Benton 9,441 0.17 
Madison 130,669 2.36 Warren 8,176 0.15 
Tippecanoe 130,598 2.36 Switzerland 7,738 0.14 
Porter 128,932 2.33 Union 6,976 0.13 
Delaware 119,659 2.16 Ohio 5,315 0.10 

to come to definite conclusions In 1890, Marion was the only 
about specific segments of the state. county over 100,000. Fifty years 

The ten most populous and ten later, five counties had exceeded 
least populous counties in Indiana that figure, and in 1990 each of the 
for 1890, 1940, and 1990 are shown ten counties had a population of 
in Table 3. The pattern for leading more than 100,000. 
counties has been quite stable, with The least populous county list 
Marion being the leader all three has also been relatively stable, with 
times, and only 13 counties appear- a total of 15 counties appearing. 
ing in the listing. Between 1890 and Four counties- Warren, Newton, 
1940, Lake and Delaware replaced Union, and Ohio-are on each of 
Wayne and Tippecanoe, while over the three listings, with Ohio being 
the next 50 years Tippecanoe reen- the smallest county in the state on 
tered the list, Porter came in for the each occasion. Four counties-
first time, and Vigo and La Porte Benton, Martin, Crawford, and 
were displaced. Six counties-- Switzerland-that were not on the 
Marion, Allen, Vanderburgh, St. Jo- 1890 list were included in 1940. In 
seph, Elkhart, and Madison- ap- 1990, Pulaski reappeared, accompa-
pear on each of the three lists. nied by Pike, while Brown and 
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Scott, which were on the 1940 list
ing, were not included. 

As has already been indicated, 
Indiana had its lowest growth rate 
in history- less than 1 %-during 
the 1970s; in addition, the state had 
more than three times as large a net 
out-migration (285,000) as it had in 
the previous decade. This is re
flected in the low number of coun
ties (16) with net in-migration, and 
the large number of counties (49) 
with population loss. 

The breakdown of net out-mi
gration in the 1980s was much dif
ferent from the pattern a decade 
earlier, when Lake and Marion 
counties together had more net mi
gration loss than the state as a 
whole. Between 1980 and 1990, 
Lake was the highest migration 
loser (82,000), followed by Marion 
with 34,000. Other counties with net 
out-migration of more than 10,000 
included Allen, Delaware, Howard, 
and Madison. Hamilton (19,288) 

The 1990 Census of Population and Housing: 
What Is Available? Where Is It Located? 

Roberta Eads 

Coordinator, Indiana State Data 
Center, Indiana State Library 

The U.S. Bureau of the Census is 
continuing to process and release 
results of the 1990 Census of Popu
lation and Housing. The data re
leased thus far are available to Indi
ana residents through the Indiana 
Data Center Program, a cooperative 
between the Census Bureau and 
three Indiana agencies: the Indiana 
State Library, which houses the 
State Data Center; the Indiana Busi
ness Research Center in the School 
of Business at Indiana University, 
which is the lead agency in the 
Business and Industry Data Center 
program; and the Indiana Depart
ment of Commerce. 

Census data are available in 
many locations around Indiana. 
There are State Data Center Affili
ates, which include regional plan
ning agencies and area library ser
vice authorities; and Business and 
Industry Data Center Affiliates; 
which include public libraries, 
chambers of commerce, and gov
ernmental associations. There are 
now 56 affiliates providing census 
statistics about Indiana and its 
counties and cities to their constitu
ents, clients, patrons, and the gen
eral public (see the Figure). 

The State Data Center (SDC) 
program began in the 1970s as a pi
lot project in Indianapolis. It be
came a statewide program and was 
so successful that the the program 
now exists in all 50 states. The Busi
ness and Industry Data Center 
(BIDC) program is an enhancement 
and enlargement of the original 
program, with Indiana again being 
one of the first pilot states in the 
mid-1980s. The BIDC program pro
vides greater depth and breadth in 
the availability of economic data. 
Twenty states now have a combined 
SDC/BIDC program. 

The most important feature of 
the program is that 56 affiliates and 
three state level agencies receive 
census data in the form of printed 
publications, compact discs, and 
maps. They are able to disseminate 
these data to state and local govern
ment agencies, businesses, educa
tors, and the general public. 

What Census Publications, 
Products, and Other Data 
Do Affiliates Collect? 

The Data Center affiliate organiza
tions include such agencies as a 
council of governments, planning 
commissions and planning depart
ments, public libraries, small busi
ness development centers, state
wide organizations, and commu-

was the only county with net in
migration of more than 10,000. 

Net out-migration was the ma
jor factor in the decline in popula
tion growth during the 1980s, but 
natural increase (339,289) was also 
down by almost 50,000 from the 
previous decade. Of the 49 counties 
that lost population during the past 
decade, ten-Benton, Blackford, 
Delaware, Grant, Jay, Lake, Rush, 
Vanderburgh, Vigo, and Wayne-
were repeaters. 

nity service agencies. Affiliates are 
required to designate a contact per
son and provide assistance in an
swering questions with the Census 
Bureau demographic and economic 
data they receive as part of the pro
gram. Their collections include the 
current 1990 Census of Population 
and Housing printed reports and 
compact discs. Affiliates receive In
diana Economic Census data and 
statistical references such as the 
U.S. Statistical Abstract, State and 
Metropolitan Area Data Book, and the 
County and City Data Book. Many 
SDC/BIDC affiliates offer access to 
the Economic Development Infor
mation Network (EDIN), an online 
data service maintained by Indiana 
Business Research Center. 

When Is It Better to Contact 
an Affiliate? 

SDC affiliates are required to pro
vide assistance with census data to 
anyone who calls. BIDC affiliates 
differ in that they are required to 
answer questions from their con
stituents, patrons, or members. 

Affiliates are knowledgeable 
about their home county, city, or 
region and are usually the best 
place to call for census data for that 
community. Planning commissions 
or departments frequently prepare 
local profiles or studies analyzing 
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Indiana State Data Center Affiliates 

ALLEN COUNTY FLOYD COUNTY MONROE COUNTY Four Rivers Al.SA 
Reference Center 

TRI-Al.SA Southern Indiana Library Stone Hills Library Network Evansville 812-426-5226 
Allen County Library Services Bloomington 812-334-8394 
Fort Wayne 219-424-6664 New Albany 800-892-2740 VIGO COUNTY 

NOBLE COUNTY 
Fort Wayne Dept. of Planning GRANT COUNTY West Central Economic 
Fort Wayne 219-428-7309 Region 3-A Development Development District 

Grant County Area Planning District Terre Haute 812-238-1561 
BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY Marion 317-668-8871 Kendallville 219-347-4714 

Stone Hills ALSA 
Area XI Agency on Aging LAKE COUNTY RIPLEY COUNTY Reference Center 
Columbus 812-372-6918 Terre Haute 812-232-1113 

Northwest Indiana Regional Southeastern Regional 
Columbus-Bartholomew Planning Commission Planning Commission WAYNE COUNTY 
Planning Dept. Highland 219-923-1060 Versailles 812-689-5505 
Columbus 812-376-2550 Morrison-Reeves Public Library 

Northwest Indiana Al.SA ST. JOSEPH COUNTY Richmond 317-966-8291 
CLARK COUNTY Merrillville 800-552-8950 

Al.SA 2 Reference Center WHITE COUNTY 
River Hills Economic MADISON COUNTY Mishawaka 800-678-2572 
Development District Kankakee-Iroquois Regional 
Jeffersonville 812-288-4624 Anderson Public Library Michiana Council of Planning Commission 

Anderson 317-641-2456 Governments Monon 219-253-6658 
DELAWARE COUNTY South Bend 219-287-1829 

MARION COUNTY 
EIAl.SA TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
Muncie Public Library Community Service Council 
Muncie 317-286-8935 Indianapolis 317-923-1466 Tippecanoe County Area 

Bureau of Business Research CIAl.SA 
Planning Commission 
Lafayette 317-423-9242 

Ball State University Indianapolis Public Library 
Muncie 317-285-5926 Indianapolis 317-269-1733 Wabash Valley Library Network 

Lafayette 317-429-0250 
DUBOIS COUNTY MARTIN COUNTY 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
Indiana 15 Regional Southern Indiana 
Planning Commission Development Commission Area Plan Commission 
Huntingburg 812-683-4647 Loogootee 812-295-3707 Evansville 812-426-5226 

Indiana Business & Industry Data Center Affiliates 

BLOOMINGTON FRANKLIN JEFFERSONVILLE MERRILL VILLE 
Bloomington Chamber of Franklin-Johnson Co. Library Southern Indiana SBDC Lake County Public Library 
Commerce & SBDC 317-738-2833 812-288-6451 219-769-3541 
812-336-6381 

INDIANA KOKOMO MUNCIE 
CARMEL Association of Indiana Counties KokomoSBDC East Central Indiana SBDC 
Carmel-Gay Public Library 
317-844-3361 

317-684-3710 317-457-5301 317-284-8144 

Central Indiana SBDC LAFAYETIE RICHMOND 
COLUMBUS 317-274-8200 Center for Rural Development Wayne County SBDC 
Columbus SBDC 317-494-0594 217-962-2887 
812-379-4041 Indiana Assn. of Gties & Towns 

317-237-6200 Greater Lafayette Progress, Inc. SOUTH BEND 
ELKHART 317-742-0095 South Bend SBDC 
Elkhart Public Library Indiana Lead Center SBDC 219-282-4350 
219-522-3333 317-264-2691 Tippecanoe County Library 

317-423-2602 TERRE HAUTE 
EVANSVILLE Indiana State Chamber Terre Haute Area SBDC 
Southwestern Indiana SBDC of Commerce MADISON 812-237-7676 
812-425-7232 317-634-6407 Southeastern Indiana SBDC 

812-265-3127 Vigo County Public Library 
FORT WAYNE INDIANAPOLIS 812-232-1113 
Fort Wayne Area SBDC Indianapolis Cltamber MARION 
219-426-0040 of Commerce Marion Public Library VINCENNES 

317-464-2238 317-664-7363 Knox County Public Library 
812-886-4380 
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trends for a particular area. They 
are familiar with other sources for 
additional local data, or perhaps 
information about specific busi
nesses that have started or failed 
and how this has affected the local 
economy. 

Statewide organizations such as 
the Indiana Association of Cities 
and Towns, Association of Indiana 
Counties, and the Indiana Chamber 
of Commerce, as data center affili
ates, are now able to provide ser
vices to their constituents. This in
cludes research, reference calls, 
photocopying, newsletters that con
tain census data, and more. 

Some affiliates, especially li
braries, are open during more con
venient hours than the lead agency 
at the Indiana State Library (which 
is open Monday through Friday, 
8:00 until 4:30). Libraries can also 
provide better assistance in making 
photocopies or helping people copy 
files from compact disc to diskettes. 

Online Access to Indiana Census 
and Other Statistical Data 

The Economic Development Infor
rna tion Network (EDIN) is an 
online service available at minimal 
cost to any organization in Indiana. 
This dial-up service provides quick, 
convenient, private access to 
monthly, quarterly, annual, and less 
frequent data (such as the decennial 
census) via a personal computer 
and modern. Users appreciate the 
ability to transfer large data files 

quickly to their own computers, 
coupled with the historical data that 
are available. Many data center af
filiates have access to EDIN. 

When Should You Call 
the Lead Agency? 

The State Data Center, located at the 
Indiana State Library, has the most 
complete Census Bureau collection 
in Indiana and is generally the first 
to receive any newly released publi
cations or compact discs. The State 
Data Center maintains frequent 
contact with the Census Bureau 
about problems or concerns and 
receives many special computer 
runs done by the Census Bureau or 
the Indiana Business Research Cen
ter. The State Data Center receives 
data for Indiana, surrounding 
states, and U.S. totals. This collec
tion is enhanced by the fact that the 
Indiana State Library is a regional 
depository for federal documents. 
As a result, it has-or will have-a 
complete set of publications, maps, 
and compact discs for all states 
from the 1990 census. This also in
cludes all economic censuses, the 
Census of Governments, and the 
Census of Agriculture. 

The State Data Center also 
maintains a complete set of the In
diana 1990 census map series-ur
banized area, voting district (pre
cinct), county block, and tract maps. 
They are oversized, 36" x 42", and 
although the State Library does not 
own an oversized photocopier, ar-

rangernents can be made to photo
copy maps at another location. Tract 
and block maps may now be pur
chased through the Government 
Printing Office. 

The State Data Center has ac
cess to a variety of other statistical 
sources, such as the Bureau of La
bor Statistics and Bureau of Eco
nomic Analysis, through publica
tions, online data bases, and com
pact discs. The Economic Bulletin 
Board (EBB) provides newly re
leased data for the Consumer Price 
Index, labor force, personal income, 
and trade opportunities. Foreign 
trade information and contacts are 
on the National Trade Data Bank 
(NTDB) CD-ROM; social, economic, 
and environmental data are on the 
National Economic, Social, and En
vironmental Data Bank (NESE) CD
ROM. 

State agency statistical reports 
are another part of the collection. 
The Division of Family and Chil
dren releases county data on child 
support, food stamps, medicaid, 
and assistance to families with de
pendent children. The Indiana State 
Department of Health provides vi
tal statistics for counties, and the 
Indiana Department of Transporta
tion provides traffic flow patterns. 

The State Data Center can pro
vide computer printouts, photo
copying, or downloading to floppy 
diskettes with minimal charges. 
When you have a "data emer
gency," please call your nearest af
filiate or the SDC lead agency. 
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