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The Indiana Population Working 
Group: An Editorial 

Robert Calhoun, Editor 

Some 30 people attended the 15th annual meeting of 
the Indiana Population Working Group, which was 
held on the IUPUI campus October 18, 1993. This 
group was started in 1979 by the Indiana State Board of 
Health and the Indiana University School of Business 
to help coordinate Indiana's efforts in the field of popu
lation studies. 

This was not the first effort along these lines. Ten 
years before, Indiana had joined the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census Federal-State Cooperative Program on Popula
tion Estimates and Projections with the idea that this 
would help encourage joint effort not only between 
states but within Indiana as well. Then, as now, re
sources available for population efforts were limited, 
and it was apparent that they needed to be used wisely. 

Over the years, the Population Working Group has 
not turned out to be the "working" group that was 
originally intended. It has, however, through its meet
ings in Indianapolis- and in the last four years in its 
meetings around the state-served as an invaluable 
resource for information exchange between state and 
local groups. It certainly has fostered a spirit of coop
eration that has largely replaced the rivalry present in 
earlier years. 

A great deal of my professional career has been 
dedicated to the promotion of an effective population 
program for the state of Indiana. Membership in the 
Federal-State Cooperative Program, coordinated first 
by the State Board of Health and later by the Indiana 

Business Research Center, was a vital step in this direc
tion. Establishment of the Indiana Population Working 
Group was another. · 

After 40 years of working in the field, one thing has 
become increasingly dear: if we are to have an ongo
ing, effective population program in Indiana, we must 
all work together. There must be one coordinating 
agency. If we do not adopt this approach we will not 
get the job done. 
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County Population Projections: 1995 to 2030 
Highlights from the 7993 Edition 

Susan Brudvig 
Research Demographer, Indiana Business Research Center 

State Population Size and Growth 

• Indiana's population will grow from 5.54 million in 
1990 to a projected 5.92 million in 2020, a 6.7% in
crease. However, the state will decline by 0.6% be
tween 2020 and 2030. 

• By the year 2000, Indiana's population is expected to 
reach 5.7 million-a growth of 158,900, or 2.9%. 

• In 1990, 22.5% of Hoosiers called Marion County or 
one of its surrounding counties their home. By 2010 
this figure will increase by 1.0%. 

• Northern Indiana will experience the greatest per
centage growth (9.5%) between 1990 and 2030 (see 
Figure 1). 

County Population Size and Growth 

•From 1990 to 2030, the counties with the biggest nu
meric gains in population will be Marion, Allen, 
Elkhart, Hamilton, and Tippecanoe; those with the 
biggest losses will be Grant, Madison, Vanderburgh, 
Vigo, and Clark. 

• Over the next 40 years, the counties with the biggest 
percentage growth in population will be Lagrange 
(64.9%), Adams (40.8%), Hamilton (27.0%), and Ko-

Figure 2 
Percent Change in Population by Age Group: 
1990 to 2030 
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sciusko (23.9%). Those with the biggest percentage 
loss will be Grant (-15.1 %), Warren (-14.8%), Vermil
lion (-13.8%), and Henry (-12.1%). 

• Marion, Lake, Allen, and St. Joseph will continue to 
be the four largest counties. By 2000, Elkhart will 
surpass Vanderburgh, becoming the fifth largest 
county in the state. By 2030, Tippecanoe, Hamilton, 
Delaware, and Monroe will be among the ten most 
populous counties. 

• Ohio, Union, Switzerland, and Warren are projected 
to remain Indiana's least populous counties between 
1990 and 2030. 

•Between 1990 and 2000, 13 counties are projected to 
grow more than twice as fast as the state as a whole 
(2.9%). The fastest growing counties will be Hamil
ton (17.3%) and Lagrange (14.7%). 

Age Distribution (see Figures 2 and 3) 

• Older Hoosiers-those aged 65 and over-are ex
pected to increase in number faster than the popula
tion as a whole. In 1990, this group comprised 12.6% 
of all Indiana citizens; by 2030, it will comprise 
18.3%. 

• Between 2010 and 2030, Baby Boomers will reach 
their retirement years and Indiana will see substan
tial increases in its older population. In 2010, there 

(Continued on p. 5) 

Figure 3 
Percent of Total Population by Age Group 
Year: 2010 
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Figure 1 
Percent Change in Population, 1990 to 2030 
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Table 
Indiana County Population Projections: Highlights 

YEAR:2000 YEAR:2010 
Under 

Percent Ouinge from 1990 Rank 

Fall 1993 / 5 

will be almost three-quarters of a 
million aged 6.5 and over; in 
2030, the number will be nearly 
1.1 million. 

•Between 1990 and 2000, the num
ber of those aged 40 to 59 is ex
pected to increase by 302,600 or 
25.3%. 

•The aging of the state's popula
tion is shown in its increase in 
the projected median age. By 
2030, the Hoosier median age 
will be 39.9, an increase of 22% 
over the 1990 median of 32.8 
years. 

• Between 1990 and 2010, the 
youngest counties in the state 
will be Lagrange, Monroe, and 
Tippecanoe, each having a me
dian age of less than 30 years. In 
2000, Brown will be the oldest 
county, with a median age of 
more than 40 years. 

• The percentage of Indiana's 
population under age 40 may 
never again be as large as it was 
in 1990--61.5%. This population 
is projected to drop to 57.4% of 
Hoosiers in 2000, 55.1%in2010, 
and 50.6% in 2030. 

• Between 1990 and 2030, the num
ber of children under age 18 will 
decrease from 1.46 million to 1.26 
million. 

• The population entering college, 
the military, and the labor force 
(aged 18 to 21) is expected to 
decline by 2% between 1990 and 
2000. This age group will con
tinue to shrink. 

Components of Change 

• Beginning in 1990, the number of 
births will slowly decrease from 
an annual average of 78,400 in 
the 1990s to 68,200 in the 2020s. 
Fewer women in their child
bearing years, coupled with a 
projected decline in fertility, is 
the cause of this decline. 

(continued on p. 7) 
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Table (cont'd.) 
Indiana County Population Projections: Highlights 

White 
Whitley 

YEAR:2000 

The Population Estimates Program 

Joan Rainey 

Research AnaZ.yst, Indiana Business 
Research Center 

Population estimates for states, 
counties, and sub-county areas are 
produced through the joint efforts 
of the U.S. Census Bureau and a 
designated agency in each state. 
The Indiana Business Research 
Center is Indiana's representative to 
this cooperative effort, formally 
known as the Federal-State Coop
erative Program for Population 
Estimates (FSCPE). 

The FSCPE was established in 
1967 to promote cooperation be
tween individual states and the 
Census Bureau in all aspects of 
estimate preparation. The IBRC's 
role in this program includes the 
collection of state-specific data to be 
used as inputs by the Census Bu
reau in preparing its estimates for 

Indiana and the review of estimates 
released by the Census Bureau. In 
addition, the IBRC prepares an 
independent set of annual estimates 
of the total population of Indiana's 
counties, an activity that was begun 
in the late 1980s. Annual population 
estimates were previously pro
duced by the Indiana State Depart
ment of Health, which continues to 
provide birth and death data used 
in preparing estimates for Indiana. 

Current Estimate Activities 
attheIBRC 

Currently, the IBRC is collecting 
input data used by both the Census 
Bureau and the IBRC itself in the 
preparation of population estimates 
for Indiana. An important series of 
data being developed for the 1990s 
is group quarters population data. 
Group quarters population includes 
residents of correctional facilities, 

YEAR:2010 
Under Age65 

long-term medical and psychiatric 
care facilities, schools for the handi
capped, nursing homes, college 
dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses, and military barracks. Sepa
rating the population into group 
quarters and households may lead 
to better population estimates, since 
these two segments tend to increase 
and decrease at different rates. 

The focus of the estimate work 
at the IBRC is the development of a 
model for the production of popula
tion estimates for Indiana's counties 
for the years 1991-1999. The model 
being developed uses a demo
graphic technique called the ratio
correlation method, in which a mul
tiple-regression equation is used to 
relate changes in the distribution of 
a set of independent variables to 
changes in the distribution of 
Indiana's population among its 
counties. The independent variables 
in the regression are chosen from a 

Percent Otange from 1990 

set that include the number of 
births and deaths in each county 
and symptomatic indicators of mi
gration such as school enrollment, 
voter registration, motor vehicle 
registration, number of tax returns 
filed, and employment. After the 
development of the model, popula
tion estimates for a particular year 
in the 1990s for Indiana's counties 
can be produced by substituting 
data collected at the county level for 
that year into the regression equa
tion. 

Recent Releases by the Estimates 
Branch of the Census Bureau 

During the 1980s, postcensal esti
mates of the population of states 
and counties were produced using 
the 1980 census as a base. With the 
benefit of now knowing 1990 cen
sus counts as well, a new set of 
estimates for 1981-1989 called 

intercensal estimates has been pro
duced. The Census Bureau has re
leased population estimates for 
Indiana and its counties broken 
down by age, sex, and race for the 
years 1981-1989. These intercensal 
estimates were developed by inter
polating between special census 
files for April 1, 1980 and April 1, 
1990. 

For anyone conducting histori
cal research involving the 1980s, 
these intercensal estimates may 
provide a more accurate picture of 
the population of Indiana and its 
counties than the postcensal esti
mates developed during the 1980s. 
For example, postcensal estimates 
of the population of Indiana for 
1988 and 1989 of 5.56 million and 
5.59 million were both higher than 
the 1990 census count of 5.54 mil
lion people. These earlier estimates 
exaggerated Indiana's growth dur
ing the 1980s, and when placed next 
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• In the next decade, it is projected 
that six counties-Fountain, 
Knox, Pike, Sullivan, Vermillion, 
and Warren-will have more 
deaths than births. Without net 
in-migration, these counties will 
lose population. 

• The number of counties that will 
experience a natural decrease of 
the population as a result of hav
ing more deaths than births are: 
20countiesbetween2000and 
2010, 41between2010 and 2020, 
and 61 between 2020 and 2030. 

• The first year in which 50,000 
Hoosiers died was 1991. From 
then on, every year will likely see 
at least 50,000 deaths, despite 
anticipated gains in life expect
ancy. Beginning in 2020, more 
deaths than births will occur in 
Indiana. 

• H there had been in-migration 
after 1990, Indiana's projected 
population would be larger. 

to the 1990 census count might lead 
one to believe that Indiana's popu
lation had actually declined be
tween 1989 and 1990. On the other 
hand, intercensal estimates of 5.49 
million for 1988 and 5.52 million for 
1989 indicate a slight growth in 
Indiana population during this 
period. 

Of more current interest is the 
series of postcensal estimates for 
the 1990s that is now being devel
oped for states and counties. The 
Census Bureau has released esti
mates of Indiana's population by 
age and sex for 1991and1992, as 
well as estimates of total population 
for Indiana's 92 counties for 1991. 

These estimates indicate that 
Indiana's population has grown in 
each of the first two years since the 
1990 census, with a total increase in 
population of 117,000 between 
April 1, 1990 and July 1, 1992-a 
2.12% increase during this period 
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(see the Table). This can be com
pared to Indiana's population 
growth of only 54,000 during the 
previous decade-a 0.98% increase. 

Table 
Indiana Population in Thousands 

Age 
0-9 
10-19 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80+ 
TOTAL 
Median Age 

1990 
809 
834 
866 
901 
696 
499 
468 
311 
159 

5,544 
32.8 

1991 
811 
823 
873 
918 
728 
507 
467 
320 
164 

5,610 
332 

1992 
804 
821 
872 
930 
758 
519 
463 
327 
168 

5,662 
33.6 

%Chllnge 
1990-92 

-0.62 
-1.56 
0.69 
3.22 
8.91 
4.01 

-1.07 
5.14 
5.66 
2.12 

As expected, the largest per
centage increases can be found in 
the older age groups. The ten-year 
age distributions also demonstrate 
that there are more Hoosiers in their 
thirties than in their twenties, more 
in their twenties than in their teens, 
and more in their teens than in the 
0-9 age group. Another indication 
of Indiana's aging population is its 
median age, which increased from 
32.8 in 1990 to 33.6 in 1992, whereas 
it was only 29.2 in 1980. (1990 figures Qre census counts dilled April 1; 1991 imd 1992 figures izre estirruited July 1.) 

Future Estimate Releases 

The Census Bureau is scheduled to 
release 1992 county estimates and 
an estimate of Indiana's total popu
lation for 1993 in December. The 
IBRC is currently developing its 
county estimates model, with 1991 
and 1992 county estimates expected 
to be available early in 1994. 
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