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EARLY HISTORY Ql llADISON TOWNSHIP 

BY J. REN BATES 

BEFORE !'Tl~ YE..dR. OF 1857, ONE LA.RGI-: TOWNSllIP CONTAINIYG 
42 ,SECTIONS, 6·1:0 .JtCRES PER. SECTION, KNOWN AS CLAY TOWNSHIP 

• ' 

WAS .LOCATED IN TUE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF CARROLL COUNTY. CLAY 
TOWNSHIP W..dS ORGANIZED BY 'l'HE B0.11RD OF COUNTY Co1111ISSIONERS 
IN 1831 AND IN 1857 THE COUNTY 001111ISSIONERS OF CARROLL 
COUNTY FOR · SEYER.AL GOOD REASONS H .. lD CL .. 1Y TOWNSHIP DIVIDED 
IN'l'O 'l'WO EQUAL PARTS. THE SOUTH P .. tRT OF THE ORIGIN.AL TOWN-
SHIP RETAINED THE N.A11E OF CLAY TOWNSHIP WHILE THE NORTH PART 
WAS GlYEN TffE NA11E OF !IA.DISON TOWNSHIP. TBE FOREST, WITH 
WHICH lfADISON TOWNSHIP WAS ORIGINALLY DENSELY COVERED, ADOUND­
ED IN GA11E OF ALL KINDS, .AND THE 11EAT OD'l'AINED DY THE PIONEERS 
SERVED THE PURPOSE OF KEEPING THE 

11
WOLF FR011 THE DOOR!' SKINS 

OF .ANI11ALS WENT CURRENT ~S 110NEY A110NQ TRADERS. THERE BEING 
IN THOSE DAYS NO HARKE'!' FOR '1'I11BEB PRODUC'l'S AND IT BEING 
NECESSARY TO CLEAR THE LAND IN ORDER TH.11'1' CROPS COULD BE 
RAISED, I'l' C.11N DE UNDERSTOOD WHY THE 11IGHTY FOREST FELL .BEFORE 
THE .AX11AN. As ONLY .A 811.ALL .ANOUN'l' OF 'l'I11BER COULD BE USED FOR 
BUILDI,NG PURPOSES, FIRE CONBU11ED NOST OF THE 'l'Il!BER IN LOG 

. HEAPS • . 

THE GoYI£RN'l'IEN'l' LAND OFFI·CE SERVING 'l'HIS SECTION OF THE 
S'l'A.'11£ WAS LOCATED .AT CFUWSFORDSYILLE, INDI.AN.11 1 AND LA rlD COULD 
BE PURCHASJ!.,'D 'I'TIHOUGII 'l'HE Cn.AWSFORDBYILI1E OFFICP: FOH Fno11 

'$1.. 25 .TO $1. 75 PER A CnE • ' 
\ 

. THE FIRST 'SETTLEns WITHIN THE PRESENT LiffI~S OF NADISON 
ToWNSHXP WERE THE GILLA11 1 S WHO 'l'OOK UP THEIR ABODE HERE 
DURING TH~ · YEAR OF 1829. 

\ 
0HUD..CH§.S . 

. A LOG CABIN KNOWN .AS THE DILL.Al! llEETING HousE W.A.S 
ERECTED IN 'l'HE EDGE . OF DEER OR.EEK TOWNSHIP • . A FR.A.'l'IE DUILDING 
THAT TOOK 'l'HE PL.ACE OF THE OLD LOG C.ADIN CHURCH C.AN . STILL BE 
SEEN j HILE NORTH . OF THE ZION CENE'I'ERY, ALTHOUGH THE BUILDING 
HAS ·NO'l' BEEN USED FOR CHURCH PURPOSES FOR OYER FORTY YEARS. 
THE CL.A.SS OF THE GILL.1111 1 s, CooLEYS, AND OTHERS WERE ffE11BERs; 
.A.ND WERE ORGANIZED PERHAPS AS E.A.RLY AS 1830-31; WE ffUST 
RE11E11BER THAT ONLY .A. · FEW YEARS BEFORE THIS OR IN 1826, THERE 
WERE BUT ONLY ELEVEN FAl!ILIES LIVING IN GAR.ROLL COUNTY. NoT 
11.ANY YE.A.RS AFTER THIS, A CL.A.SS OF THE S.A.HE DEN011INATION WAS 
ORG.A NI ZED 'ME"1.R THE ··CENTER OF THE TOWNSHIP AT 'l'HE H011E OF 
BENJ.AHIN UNDEnWOOD AND IN 1834 THEY ERECTED .A. .LOG .HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP ON THE UNDERWOOD FAR.11. THIS WAS 'I'HE F.A.R.11 OF THE LATE 
CH.AR.LES S110CK .AND IS NOW OWNED DY H.AZELLE KIRKPATRICK OF 
DELPHI. 
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fWENTY YEARS LATER OR IN 1854 ~HIS BAKE DEN011INATION 
PURCHASED ONE ACRE OF GROUND OF WILLI.Alf HAXWELL LOCATED ABOUT 
' KILE EAS'l' OF WHA'l' IS NOW ~HE TOWN or RADNOR AND ERECTED 

.A CHURCH KNOWN .1lS THE SUG.1lR OR.EEK HEE'l'ING HOUSE OF 'l'HE NETHO­
DI.S'l' EPISCOP4!L 0HURCH, 'l'HE CHURC~ 'l'RUS'l'EES WERE JOHN LYNCH; 
TH01fAS GILLAN .11ND DAV-ID JULIEN. AFTER 15. YEARS OR. IN 1869., 
THIS SAKE DEN011IN.A'l'ION KOYED TO A NEW LOCATION j 11ILE WEST, 
OF WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN OF R .. tDWOR ON THE GILL.AK FAR.11 AND THE 
CHURCH WAS KNOWN .1lS THE PALF.S'l'INE N.E. 0Hunc11. ADOUT 1889 
THE PALE~TINE CHuncH· i1 .. :is 11ovED To R41DNon. IN 1946 '!'HE CHuncH 
WAS lfOVED TO A NEW LOCATION IN RADNOR., IT WAS C011PLETELY RE­

DUIL'l' AND DEDICATED IN 0cTODER 19·1:7. 

IN 1873 A DENONIN.ATION KNOWN.AS THE UNITED BRETHREN ERECT­
ED A BRICK CHURCH· ONE 11ILE WEST OF WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN OF 
0CKLEY. THIS CHURCH WAS USED FOR. CHURCH PURPOSES FROlf 1873-
1901 WHEN A NEW CHURCH WAS ERECTED IN-'l'BE TOWN OF 0CKLEY • 

. S,cgo,o L,B, 

SINCE Jf.11DISON· TOWNSHIP . WAS ONE OF 'l'HE LAST TO BE OR.GANI ZED 
IT WAS ABOUT 1838 DEFORE THE FIRST LOG CA.DIN WAS DUILT FOR A 
BCHOO.L. . PREYIOUS '1'0 THIS THE CHILDREN OF THE TOWNSHIP HAD 
ATTENDED SCHOOL ON THE JOH~ GILLAN FAR.11 JUST ACR.oss ' THE DOR.DER. 
IN D~ER CREEK TwP. IN. 1838 A HEWED Loa CADIN WAS ERECTED ON 
LAND OWNED BY HICHAEL lI'l'E AND 'l'HIS WAS 'l'HE ONLY SCHOOL UNTIL 
'1845. Irv THA 'l r~ (18·15) .A F,U.n DUILDrNG WAS ER.EC-TED ON 
-,.HE FAR11 OF WILLI .. 111 STR..ANA'l'HAN; 'l'HIS WAS A TUITION SCIIOOL AND 
CHILDREN cA11E Fnon DEER CnEEK TwP. AND ALSO Fl'WH T ·IPPECANOE 
CouN'l'Y AND iJOARDED IN 'l'HE NEIGHDOR.HooD. IN 1852-53 A T.ttx 
WAS LEVIED FOR SCIIOOL PURPOSES AND NEW B·CHOOL HOUSES WF.RE 

BUILT IN ·yJl.RIOUS PJ1R.TS OF 'l'HE .TOWNSUIP - HEISTAND, BouGHEll, 
HARNER, A~H4ENEun, SILVER BEACH, GENTER.. - WHEN THE HoNoN 
RAILROAD RAN A LINE ALlfOS'l' THROUGH 'l'HE CENTER OF 'l'HE TOWNSHIP 
'l'HE TOWNS J OJI' RADNOR AND 0CKLEY WERE S'l'.11.BTED ANp A FEW YEARS 
LA'l'ER IN 1888 SCHOOLS WERE BUILT . .A'l' RADNOR AND 0cKLEY .11 ND 
0EN'l'ER SCHOOL W.118 DIBCON'l'INUED. , DURING 'l'HE EARLY 1920 t S 
'I'HE RADNOR. AND 0CKLEY- WERE CONDElfNED DY !'HE STATE. . /'!A DISON 
TOWNSHIP WAS ,FORCED '1'0 DUILD ONE CONSOLIDATED GRADE SCHOOL TO 
SERYE THE WHOLE · 'l'OWNSHIP. THIS SCHOOL WAS C011PLETED IN 1924 
AND IN . THE FALL OF 1924 SCHOOL STARTED IN 'l'HE ~EW DUILDING. 
ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE DEING TRANSPORTED TO THE DELPHI 
HIGH SCHOOL. 

ROADS 

DELPHI-FRANKFORT PLANK RoAD Oo11PANY - .A STOCK conPANY -
WAS FORKED 'l'O DUILD A PLANK ROAD FR.0'11 DELPHI 'l'O FRANKFORT. 
OAR.ROLL COUNTY CITIZENS DOUGH'l' STOCK TO FINANCE THE HOAD TO 
THE CLINTON OouNTY LINE. THEN 0LIN'l'ON Co. conPLETED THE ROAD 
TO FRANKFORT. THREE TO SEVEN DIRECTORS WERE SELECTED TO 
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CARRY ON THE WORK IN ~lRROLL Co. AND STOCK WAS SUDSCRIDED .AT 
· THE RATE OF $15. 00 PER 11ILE, ALSO AT CEJiTAIN POINTS .AL ONG THE 
ROUTE TOLL GATES. WERE EST.ADLISHED TO, COLLECT TOLLS. WHEN THE 
NECESSARY STOCK-WAS SUDSCRIDED ~HE ROAD WAS GRADED AND WOODEN 
STRINGERS WERE LAID .AND THICK PLANK WERE LAID ON THE WOODEN 
STRINGERS .AND SPIKED WITif TIE.A.VY SPIKES. THE PLANKS WERE 8 
FEET LONG. IN 1852- 1853 TTIE R0 .. 1D WAS A GRAND THOROUGHFARE, 

· WAGONS DY THE HUNDREDS, LOAD.ED WITH GRAIN A WD DRESSED POnK 
. COULD DE SEEN DAI LY IN T11F. FALL 110NT1Ir: C011I WG TO DELPllI, WTIF:llF: 

.A . GOOD 
0

1!AR.KET AWAITED THE11. SPEARS, CJlSF .,1 ND C011PANY WEHE THE 
PRINCIPAL ·DUYERS. AFTER '/HIS ROAD 1J.,1D DEEN IN OPERATION FOR 

25 YEARS OR 110llE I'l' DEC.A11E DANGEROUS AND THERE WERE l'!ANY 
.ACCIDENTS -SOl1E FAT.AL - SO IN 1881, DONDS WERE SOLD TO COVER 
.A PERIOD OF 8 YRS. AT 6% INTEREST TO DUILD .A FREE GRAVEL ROAD 
FROI'! DELPHI THRU PRINCE WILLI.All TO TJIE CLINTON Co. LINE. A~so, 
IN 1881 DONDS WERE SOLD TO BUILD A GRAVEL RO.AD FR01f DELPHI 
THRU PYR110N'l', KNOWN AS THE DAYTON ROAD. STATE RO.AD 39 - 421 
BRIDGES DUILT .AND GRADING DONE IN 1929. THE CEl1EN'l' WAS 
POURED IN THE SU1111ER OF 1930. 

RAILROADS 

THE INDIANAPOLIS -DELPHI-CHIC.AGO RAILWAY Co11PANY co11PLETED 
A NARROW G.AUGE RAILROAD FROl1 RE~SSELAER TO DELPHI AND .DELPHI 
CELEDRATED DY H.JlVI.NG A FE.AST QN THE COURT HousE LAWN SEPT. 4, 
1'{J79. Nu. 11cCoY, .A RENSSELAER D.A.NKER, DOf'IATED ..-l FAT STE:EH 
FOR AN OLD F~SHIOf'IED DARDECUE. THIS COT1PANY SOLD OUT TO THE 
C.l. & L. RAILH.0.llD !!ARCH ·1, 1881 AND THE ROAD WAS C011PLETE D 

.3 

FR01f DELPTf.I-To INDIANAPOLIS. C. 1 7 & L on CHICAGO, · INDIAf'l.-iPor,I.r: 
AND LOUISVILLE WAS GIVEN THE NAl!E 'f!QNQN~' AND l/AS nF:TAINE11 
TH.A'l' NAl'fi SINCE THE TI11E OF C01!PLETION IN 1881. WH~N THIS 
RAILRO.AD '.w .. ts DUIL'l' AL110ST THROUGH 'lWE CENTER OF 11ADISON TOWN-
SHIP,- '/'WO 'l'OWNS WERE STARTED. LAND WAS PURCHASED FR011 WILLI.A.11 
AND RUTH J1.AXWELL . .11ND ON 'l'HIS LA.ND . 'l'HE. 'l'OWN OF RADNOR WAS DUILT • 

.A POST OFFICE WAS ES'l'ADLISHED IN 1883 .A.ND FRANCIS THOl'!SON WAS 
THE FIRS'l' Pos'l'11AS'l'ER FOLLOWED DY JA11Es HA1111ILL, JoHN E. SHAFFER, 
JA11Es KENDRICK, 11ILTON SwAilf, HARVEY CLAWSON, CHARLES FIFE, 
JoHN CLAWSON, 11AT~IE CLAWSON, 11. J. RIDDER, !!ADGE BouGHER, 
IRIS WHITE AND SYLVIA HEFFLEY. 

DURIWG THE 80 YE.11.R. PERIOD OF ITS EXISTANCE RADNOR HA.D 
DURING THE HO a SE ~ND a UGGY DAYS, 2 GROCERY ST ORES ALL THE TINE, 
~ CREA11ERY, DL~CKS~ITH SHOP, TWO GRAIN ELEVATORS DOTH DESTROYED 
DY FIRE, A TWO-STORY SCHOOL DUILDING# TWO H.4ILROAD SECrION 
CREWS AND TWO CHUncHES. RADNOR NOW HAS A ffODEilN CHUJlCl/ JlND 

Is ON THE BRINGHUnsT 11ETHODIST CHARGE. W.J. WEAVErt OPE,'RATE::; 
A. WELL EQUIPPED GARAGE AND DELBERT BELL HAS AN AUT0110DILE 
REPAIR AND P.AI~TT SHOP. RADNOR IS ALSO Ar-I AIR.PLANE cnoss 

SECTION. 
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LAND w..is PUiiCHA SED F R 011 ELI HooRE AND J o E L STANFIELD IN 
THE EARLY 1880 '.s .AND ON THIS L.A.ND THE TOWN OF 0CKLEY WAS 
DUI LT. J. POST OFFICE w.As EST.A.DLISHED IN' 1 88·_,~ A ND ELI 1100RE 
WAS TH£ FIRST POST11.ASTEn, F OLLOWED DY SA11 HIGH, WILL LYONS, 
l+'ILLI:A.l1 BALL, J o HN BE .. 1nD, WILL LYONS, CHAR.LES S'!'1oCK, PERRY 
CRIPE, WILL BAKER , EFFIE BAKE R, HAZEL BEA n D ANn 11A n Y J A cKs nw . 
DunING THE HonsE AND JIVG GY n ,iys OcKL11: Y HAn ·Tw o <nwcE HY sT r> u 1·:: ; 
.A.L.L THE TI11E 1 A TWO ST OUY SCHOOL DUIL DING, CHUU CH, SAW 1'1IL L, 
LU11BER. C011PANY, GRAI W ELEV.AT Oil, TELEGRA.PII OFF ICE, HOOP FACTOn Y, 
R.F.D. ROUTE. 0cKLEY NOW HAS ACCORDING TO ITS SIZE, ONE OF 
THE 110ST UP TO DATE GROCERY STORES OF ANY TOWN IN THE STATE, 
A GRAIN ELEVATOR, A CHURCH .A.ND .A. WELL EQUIPPED GAR.A.GE OPERATED 
BY S.A.11 REEF. 

S.A.W11ILL 

JOHN SHAFFER ERECTED THE FIRST STEA11 SAWHILL IN THE NOR TH 
PART OF THE TOWNSHIP IN 1862. 

TI LE F,A,C,T,O,n,Y, 

THE FIRST TILE FACTORY W.AS ERECTED DY FRA NCIS THOHS ON I N 
1869. HE DUILT THE SHED AND TiiE KILN ON HIS OWN FARH A ND 
EN.GAGED IN THE l1..1lNUFACTURE OF TILE FOR 11 Y EA n s . 

\ 

A,a RI cu L,T,UB§, 

11ADISorr TOWN S 11IP Il.llNKS SECOND IN C.A HM LL COUNTY AS AN 
.A.GRICULTUk AL TOWNSHIP ONLY T O DE sunP ... !SSED DY WASHINGT ON . 

TOWNSHIP. ~ 
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