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EARLY HISTORY OF MADISON TOWNSHIP
By J. REwv B.rTks

Berorne rne YeEdArR oF 1837, ONE LARGE TOWNSHIP CONTAINING
42 srpcrrons, 610 ACRES PER SECTION, KNOWN 48 CLAY TOWNSHIP
WAS LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF Canrorr Couwntry. CLay
TOWNSHIP WAS ORGANIZED BY THE BOARD oF CounrTy CoMMISSIONERS
v 1831 awnp v 1837 Tur County CoMMISSIONERS OF CARROLL
CoUNTY FOR SEVERAL GOOD REASONS H.D CLAY TOWNSHIP DIVIDED
INTO TWO EQUAL PARTS. THE SOUTH PART OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN-
SHIP RETAINED THE NAME OF CLAY TOWNSHIP WHILE THE NORTH PART
WAS GIVEN THE NAME oF MapIisow TownsHIP, THE FOREST, WITH
WHICH MADISON TOWNSHIP WAS ORIGINALLY DENSELY COVERED, ABOUND-
ED IN GAME OF ALL KINDS, AND THE MEAT OBTAINED BY THE PIONEERS
SERVED THE PURPOSE OF KEEPING THE 'WOLF FROM THE DOOR. SKINS
OF ANIMALS WENT CURRENT AS MONEY AMON& TRADERS. ITHERE BEING
IN THOSE DAYS NO MARKET FOR TIMBER PRODUCTS AND IT BEING
NECESSARY TO CLEAR THE LAND IN ORDER THAT CROPS COULD BE
RAISED, IT C.iN DE UNDERSTOOD WHY THE MIGHTY FOREST FELL BEFORE
THE AXMAN. AS ONLY A SMALL AMOUNT? OF TIMBER COULD BE USED FOR
BUILDING PURPOSES, FIRE CONSUMED MOST OF THE TIMBER IN LOG

- HEAPS,

Tug GOVERNMENT LAND OFFICE SERVING THIS SECTION OF THE
STATE WAS LOCATED AT CRAWSFORDSVILLE, INDIANA, AND LAND COULD
BE PURCHASED THROUGH THE CRAWSFORDSFILLE OFFICE FOL. FROM
$1 25 1o $1.75 PER ACRE.

THE FIRST SETTLERS WITHIN THE PRESENT LIMIPS OF MADISON
TownsHIP WERE THE GILLAM'S WHO TOOK UP THEIR ABODE HERE
DURING THE YEAR oF 1829,

|
; CHURCHES

A LoG cABIN KNOwWN AS THE Brrram Meerine Housk was
ERECTED IN THE EDGE oF DEErR Crerx TownNsyIiP. /A FRAME BUILDING
THAT TOOK THE PLACE OF THE OLD LOG CABIN CHURCH CAN STILL BE
SEEN # MILE NORTH OF THE Zron CEMETERY, ALTHOUGH THE BUILDING
HAS NOT BEEN USED FOR CHURCH PURPOSES FOR OVER FORTY YEARS.
Tue crLass or THE Grrram's, CooOLEYS, AND OTHERS WERE MEMBERS;
AND WERE ORGANIZED PERHAPS AS EARLY 4s 1830-31, WE musT
REMEMBER THAT ONLY A FEW YEARS BEFORE THIS OR IN 1826, THERE
WERE BUT ONLY ELEVEN FAMILIES LIVING IN CarrorL Couwnrtry, Nor
MANY YEARS AFTER THIS, 4 CLASS OF THE SAME DENOMINATION WAS
ORGANIZED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE TOWNSHIP AT THE HOME OF
BenvamIn UnpErwooDp anp IN 1834 THEY ERECTED A LOG HOUSE OF
WORSHIP oN THE UNDERWOOD FARM. THIS WAS THE FARM OF THE LATE
CHARLES SMOCK AND IS Now OWNED BY HazeLLE KIRKPATRICK OF
DELPHI.



TwENTY YEARS LATER OR IN 1854 THIS SAME DENOMINATION
PURCHASED ONE JACRE OF GROUND OF WILLIAM MAXWELL LOCATED ABOUT
4 MILE EAST OF WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN 0¥ RADNOR AND ERECTED
‘A CHURCH KNOwN 48 THE SuGarR CrReex Merrrine House or TeHre METHO-
prsr Eprscop.:rL CHURCH, THE CHURCH TRUSTEES WERE JoHN LywcH,
TaHomas Grrram aND Davrip Jurrew. ArFTeER 15 yYEars or 1nv 1869,
THIS SAME DENOMINATION MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION # MILE WEST,
OF WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN OF RADNOR ON THE GILLAM FARM AND THE
CHURCH WAS KNOwN 48 THE Parrsriwne M.E. CruncH. Apour 1889
THE PALEsTINE CHURCH w.as MovED To R.pwor. In 1946 rur CHURCH
WAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION IN RADNOR, IT WAS COMPLETELY RE-
pUuILT AND DEDICATED IN OcronEr 1917, :

Iv 1873 4 DENOMINATION KNOWN AS THE UNITED BRETHREN ERECT-
ED 4 BRICK CHURCH ONE MILE WEST OF WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN OF
OcxkLeEy. THIS CHURCH WAS USED FOR CHURCH PURPOSES FRroM 1873-
1901 wHEN 4 NEW CHURCH WAS ERECTED IN*THE TowN oF OCKLEY.

SCHOOLS

Sivce Maprsov TowNSHIP WAS ONE OF THE LAST TO BE ORGANIZED
IT w4as ABouT 1838 BEFORE THE FIRST LOG CABIN WAS BUILT FOR A4
scHooL., PREVIOUS TO THIS THE CHILDREN OF THE TOWNSHIP HAD
ATTENDED SCHOOL ON THE JOHN GILLAM FARM JUST ACROSS THE DORDER
v DeEr CreeEx Twp, In 1838 4 HEWED LOG CABIN WAS ERECTED ON
LAND owNED BY MrcHarL KITE AND THIS WAS THE ONLY SCHOOL UNTIL
1845, In tHAT YE4R (1845) 4 FRAME DUILDING WAS ERECTED ON
THE FARM OF WILLIAM STRANATHAN; THIS WAS 4 TUITION SCHOOL AND
CHILDREN CAME FrRoM DEeEr Creek TwP. AnD 4ALS0 Frod TIPPECANOE
CoUNTY AND BOJARDED IN THE NEIGHDORHoOD. In 1852-63 a1 Tax
WAS LEVIED FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES AND NEW SCHOOL HOUSES WERE
BUILT IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE TOWNSHIP - HErstawnp, BoucHER,
HarvER, ATHAENEUM, SILVER BracH, CENTER. - WHEN THE Mowow
RAILROAD RAN A LINE ALMOST THROUGH THE CENTER OF THE TOWNSHIP
THE TOwNS OF RaDpNoRrR 4AND OCKLEY WERE STARTED AND A FEW YEARS
LATER IN 1888 scHooLs WERF BUILT AT RaApNOR AND OCKLEY AND
CENTER SCHOOL WAS DIBCONTINUVED, DURING THE EARLY 1920's
THE RADNOR 4AND OCKLEY WERE CONDEMNED BY THE STATE. MNabprsow
TowNSHIP WAS FORCED TO BUILD ONE CONSOLIDATED GRADE SCHOOL TO
SERVE THE WHOLE TOWNSHIP, THIS SCHoOL w4aSs COMPLETED IN 1924
AND IN THE FALL oF 1924 scHooL STARTED IN THE NEW DBUILDING,
ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE DEING TRJANSPORTED TO THE DELPHI
Hrew ScHooL.

RoAbps

DELPHI-FRANKFORT PrLaNk Roap COMPANY - 4 STOCK COMPANY -
WAS FORMED TO DUILD A PLANK ROAD FROM DELPHI To FnraAnkronr,
CarroLL COUNTY CITIZENS BOUGHT STOCK TO FINANCE THE ROAD TO
rHE Crinron Counry LINE. THEnN CLinTon Co. COMPLETED THE ROAD
70 FRaANkFoRT. THREE To SEVEN DIRECTORS WERE SELECTED TO

.
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CARRY ON THE work IN C..rrorL Co, AND STOCK WAS SUBSCRIDED AT
THE RATE oF $15.00 PER MILE, ALSO AT CERTAIN POINTS ALONG THE
ROUTE TOLL GJUTES WERE ESTABLISHED TO COLLECT TOLLS. WHEN THE
NECESSARY STOCK WAS SUBSCRIDED THE ROAD WAS GRADED AND WOODEN
STRINGERS WERE LAID AND THICK PLANK WERE LAID ON THE WOODEN
STRINGERS AND SPIKED WITH HEAVY SPIKES. THE PLANKS WERE 8
FEET LoNc, IN 1852- 1853 THE ROAD WAS A GRAND THOROUGHFARE,
WAGONS BY THE HUNDREDS, LOADED W ITH GRAIN AND DRESSED PORK

' COULD DE SEEN DAILY IN THE FALL MONTIIS COMING TO DELPHI, WHEILLE

A GOOD MARKET AWAITED THEM. SPEARS, CuSF anND COMPANY WERFE THE
PRINCIPAL BUYERS. AFTER THIS ROAD HAD DEEN IN OPERATION FOR
25 YEARS OR MORE IT DBECAME DANGEROUS AND THERE WERE MANY
ACCIDENTS =SOME FATAL - so0 IN 1881, DoNDS WERE SOLD TO COVER
A PERIOD OF 8 YRS, AT 6% INTEREST TO DUILD A FREE GRAVEL RCAD
FroM DELPHI THRU PrINCE WrLrram 7o THE CLinron Co. LINE. ALSo,
v 1881 ponDs WERE SOLD TO BUILD A GRAVEL ROAD FROM DELPHI
THRU PYRMONT, KNOWN A4S THE DAYTON ROAD., STATE Ro4aD 39 - 421
BRIDGES DUILT AND GRADING DONE IN 1929, THE CEMENT was

POURED IW THE SUMMER orF 1830,

RAILROADS

Tug INDIaNaPoOLIS -DELPHI-CHICAGO RarLway CoMPANY COMPLETED
A NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD FROM RENSSELAER To DELPHI AND DFLPHT
CELEDRATED DY HAVING A FEAST QN THE CoURT HoUSE Lawwn SEPT. 4,
1879. ln. HUcCoy, a RENSSELAER BANKER, DONATED 4 FAT STEEN
FOR AN OLD FASHIONED DARBECUE. THIS COMPANY SOLD OUT TO THE
C.I. & L. RarLroap MarcuH 4, 1881 AND THE ROAD WAS COMPLETED
FrRoM DeLpPHI-TO InDIANAPOLIS. O, I, & L on CHICAGO, INDIAN..POLIS
AND LOUISVILLE WAS GIVEN THE NAME MONON" Anp HAs nETAINED
THAT NAME SINCE THE TIME OF COMPLETION IN 1881. WHEN THIS
RAILROAD W48 DUILT ALMOST THROUGH THE CENTER OF MADISON Town-
SHIP, TWO TOWNS WERE STARTED., LAND WAS PURCHASED FROM WILLIAM
AND RurH MAXWELL AND ON THIS LAND THE TOWN OF RADNOR WAS DBUILT.
A4 P0OST OFFICE WAS ESTADLISHED IN 1883 anp Francrs THoMSON was
THE FIRST PoSTMASTER FOLLOWED BY JAMES Hammrrr, Joun E. SHAFFER,
James Kewprrick, Mrrrow Swarm, HarvEY CLawson, CHARLES FIFE,
Joun Crawson, Marrre Crawsow, M. J. Rrpper, Mapce BoucHER,
Irrs Wurte anp SyLvia HEFFLEY.

Durinve THE 80 YELR PERIOD OF ITS EXISTANCE RADNOR HAD
DURING THE HOASE .AND 3UGGY DAYS, &£ GROCERY STORES ALL THE TIME,
A CREAMENLY, LL.CKSMITH SHOP, TWO GRAIN ELEVATORS BOTH DESTROYED
DY FIRE, 4 TWO-STORY SCHOOL DUILDING, TWO RAILROAD SECTION
CREWS AND TWO CHUNCHES, RADNOR NOW HAS A MODERN CHUNCH .AND
1s oN THE BriwvcHURST METHODIST CHARGE. W.J. WEAVER OPERATES
A WELL EQUIPPED GARAGE AND DELDERT BELL HAS AN AUTOMODILE
REPAIR AND PAINT SHOP., HRADNOR IS ALSO AN AIRPLANE CROSS

SECTION,




OcKLEY

LAND WiaS PURCHASED FROM ELI MoORE AND JOEL STANFIELD IN
THE EARLY 1880's 4AND ON THIS LAND THE TowN oF OCKLEY WAS
BUILT. / POST OFFICE WAS ESTADLISHED IN 188 awnp ErLr MooRrk
WAS THE FIRST POSTMASTER, FOLLOWED DY Sam Hricw, Wrrr Lyows,
Wriovran Barn, Jounw BeEarp, WrrLL Lyons, CHARLES Smock, PERRY
CrrpPe, WrrL Baxker, ErrIr Baxkrr, HazerL BeEanp avn Mary Jacksonw.
DURING THE HORSE AND HUGCY bDays OCKLEY HAD TWO GROCERY STOLES
ALL THE TIME, A TWO STORY SCHOOL DUILDING, CHULCH, SAW MILL,
LUMBER COMPANY, GRAIN ELEVATOL, TELEGRAPH OFFICE, HOOP FACTONY,
R.F.D. roure. OckLEY NOW HAS ACCORDING TO ITS SIZE, ONE OF
THE MOST UP TO DATE GROCERY STORES OF ANY TOWN IN THE STATE,
A GRAIN ELEVATOR, A CHURCH AND A WELL EQUIPPED GARAGE OPERATED

By SaM REEF, .

SAWMILL

Joun SHAFFER ERECTED THE FIRST STEAM SAWMILL IN THE NORTH
PART OF THE TOWNSHIP IN 1862,

Trre Facrony

THE FIRST TILE FACTORY WAS ERECTED DY Frawncrs THomsoN IwN
1869, HE DUILT THE SHED AND TILE KILN ON HIS OWN FARM AND
ENGAGED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF TILE FOR 11 YFEARS.

AGRICULTURE

MADISON TOWNSHIP RANKS SECOND IN CaprRoLL COUNTY A4S AN
AGRICULTURAL TOWNSHIP ONLY TO DE SURP.SSED BY WASHINGTON

TOWNSHIP.,
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