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I OOth 11Ahda'f . . . 
July 2 through 8, 1972 has been set aside for the 100th birthday of 

the town of Flora. The· celebration time is actually based on actual start
ing of Flora in 1872. It was also known as Fountain City and Ina prior to 
that date. 

The centennial committee assumed the responsibility for this centen
nial observance, but it has been through the cooperation of nearly all Flora 
and community organizations, businesses and many individuals that has really 
made this celebration come to life. It will be a program to commemorate 
the dignity of the community and its eventful past. Events have been 
planned for the participation of all and will include a pageant, speech
making, celebrities, beauty contest, entertainment and a gigantic parade 
bringing the past right down the streets of Flora. 

This booklet, although not complete in pictures and of all the aspects 
and history of this community, contains a wealth of information about our 
town's beginning and subsequent growth. The committee hopes that it will 
not only inform present citizens, but also the future generations of the peo
ple of Flora. 

Many days of research, hard work and assembling are represented in 
the following pages. There no doubt are some errors in dates, identification 
of old pictures or actual facts in the histories of various organizations, but 
we have culled through mountains of information in the hope that this book 
is as accurate as humanly possible. 

Frank Loudon, Book Co-ordinator 

... with special thanks to Opal L oudon> Goldie Harte1·> Cha1·les Hm·te1·> Emerson 
McKinley) Howard Parks> Dana Keyes) Rev. WickizeT> Jean Mann> Susan Mann> and to 
the many> many moTe without whose help and injo1·mation this book would not have been 
possible. 
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CONCUR~tNT RESOLUTION congratul ating Flora, a town in 
Carrol l County , Indiana, upon its one-hundredth 
anniversary. 

in the year 1827 John Flora , Sr . settled in north cen 
tral Indiana; and 

this set t lement grew and prospered and as a town took 
the name of its founder henceforth to be called Flora , 
Indiana ; an d 

this town continued to grow and prosper and was 
designated as the Town of Flora; and 

the dedica t ion, sincerity and enthusiasm epitomized by 
Flora , Indiana is that ethic which has formed the 
cor nerstone of this great country; and 

the citizens of the town of Flora have set aside the 
week of July 2 , through July 8 , 19 72 , as "Official 
Centennial Week", ce l ebrating the one- hundredth 
anniversary of this good town : Now 

BE IT RESOLVED -BY TilE SENATE OF TI-lE GENERAL ASSm1BLY 
OF THE STATE OF INDIANA , THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
CONCURRING : 

SECTI ON 1 . That the 97th session of t he General 
of the State of Indiana hereby offers its congratula
the town of Flora, Carroll County, Indiana on the 

occasion of its one-hundredth anniversary and i ts bes t wishes 
for a bright and prosperous future . 

SECTION 2 . That a copy of this r esoluti on be incorpor
the Journal of the 9 7th General Asse mb ly; and the 
of the Senate is hereby directed to send a copy to: 
Centennial and make available copies to all interested 

-t!1tt •. A..J.,.-
am s . Gardner 

t e Senator 





We made our start in Flora in 1936 
In the spring of 1936, Raymond Baker and Robert 

J. Woods of the Pioneer H i-Bred Corn Company of 
Des Moines, Iowa came to F lora, Indiana. With the 
assistance of William Eckerl e of F lora, they secured 
around 150 acres of isolated plots to p lant parent corn. 

The following year, 1937, the first commercial 
crop of Pioneer brand seed com was planted in Flora 
for saJe to Midwestern farmers. This same year, ou r 
first plant was erected at the north edge of the city 
with ten full-time employees. This included current 
employees, Robert J. Woods, President, and F loyd 
Collins, Di rector of Sales. Other early employees in
cluded William E ckerle, Madge Eckerl e, Joe Lower, 
Perry Landis, Emmett Eaton, Charley Baum, Wayne 
Viney and John C hittick. 

Company President Robert J. W oods and P io
neer's 385 employees are proud of the growth and 
progress made in the F lora area. In 1971, the Flora 
Plant handled the harvested crop from over 9,000 

PIONEER I• a brand nama: numbe rs Identity varillin. !Ji)Registarad uada mu)c of Pioneer HI-Bred lnternaliol"'el, Inc., Ou Mol~s. l()wra, U.S.A. 

acres. This amounted to an excess of 500,000 bushels 
of seed corn, as compared to a modest 6,000 bushels 
of seed corn pl·oduced and sold during the 1937-38 
sales season. 

The folks at Pioneer are happy and pleased to 
p lay a part in Flora's C entennial Celebration. Pioneer 
appreciates the good people of the Flora community. 

PIONEER® 
BRAND 

SEED CORN 
PIONEER HI-BRED, INC. 

TIPTON, INDIANA 



FlORAS' EARLY HISTORY 
By Goldie Harter 

Josiah Flora, son of John Flora, Jr. and grandson 
of John Flora, Sr., was the source for much of the 
material presented in the following accounts of Flora, 
Indiana and the memory towns of Hartersville and 
Pike's Peak. Many of the facts and stories were told 
by him from memory, others from his own written 
records. 

JOSIAH FLORA 

Carroll County was named honoring Charles Car
roll, last surviving signer of the Declaration of In
dependence. An act authorizing the formation of the 
new county in Indiana was approved by the General 
Assembly January 7, 1828. 

Jackson Township included what is now Monroe 
Township. In 1840 Jackson Township was divided 
and the south half became Monroe Township. 

In the Illustrated Atlas of Carroll County, Indiana , 
published by 0. L. Baskin of Chicago in 1874 this 
quote appears, "The first settlement in Monroe Town
ship was made by John Flora, Sr. in 1827, near where 
the town of Flora now stands. There were at that 
time no houses between him and the White River." 

John Flora came to Carroll County, Indiana in 1827. 
Jacob Flora, Sr., an ancestor of John Flora, and two 
sons took the oath of allegiance at Philadelphia Court 
House on August 28, 1733. They were French Hugue
nots. They settled in Pennsylvania and their descend
ants migrated westward to Virginia, Ohio and Indi
ana. John Flora, who later became John Flora, Sr., 
was born in Virginia. As a young man, John made 
several trips to Indiana to hunt, trap, and to find the 
land he would later enter. 

John Flora married Sarah Harter in Ohio in 1826. 
They came to Indiana in a covered wagon in 1827 
with their five month old son, Abraham, and all their 
possessions. Their possessions included plenty of 
blankets and linens woven by relatives and friends 
(the usual bride's dowery of the time). They also 
had a coop of chickens, a kettle hung under the 
wagon for heating water, and a plow, so necessary 
to the pioneer. Since there was some expenses in 
settling free land, it was necessary for them to carry 
a few pieces of gold to pay for land entry. 

Passing through Crawfordsville, Indiana, they were 
overjoyed to see David Harter, who was there to 
get mill-stones. There were no stone cutters any 
closer to Carroll County, and David planned to have 
a mill ready when settlers arrived. The rest of the 
trip was slow, for David Harter drove oxen and 
John drove horses. A life-long argument as to the 
merits of oxen and horses went on between David 
and John; oxen were slow but stronger, horses were 
faster. 

In October when Indiana was at its beautiful best, 
they came to the Harter settlement, located two miles 
northwest of the present day Flora. After a rest they 
continued their journey, accompanied by some of 
the Harter men, t oward John's chosen land. At noon 
they camped by a big spring which Sarah called a 
fountain. It was near the present site of the Flora 
Community Building. Sarah thought this was a won
derful spot to settle. Perhaps she favored the spring 
because it wasn't too far from her friends in Barters
ville. John and the other men tried to persuade her 
to leave, saying that the ground was swampy and 
that they would surely be plagued with ague, ma
laria, mosquitos, and snakes. But Sarah begged so 
much against going farther into the wilderness that 
John consented to stay temporarily. John buried his 
gold pieces and planted a bush over them. The men 
put up a crude cabin made of three log walls and an 
open side guarded by a fireplace and partially closed 
with blankets which served as a door. For three years 
this was the only cabin in this section. 

John and Sarah lived by the spring for 48 years. 
Their family of eight children grew up to marry and 
settle nearby. Polly, named for Polly Harter, born in 
1829, was the first white baby born in Monroe Town
ship (then Jackson Township until renamed Monroe) . 
On October 10, 1830, three years after John and 
Sarah built the first cabin, twin sons were born. They 
were the first twins in the township and in Carroll 
County. John carefully thought up their names and 
then told Sarah. But Sarah said she had already 
named them; John for her father John Harter, and 
David for David Harter. John objected , saying it was 
troublesome having two Johns, but Sarah said they 
would just have a John Sr. and a John Jr., and so it 
remained. Because twins were unknown among the 
Indians, Sarah was afraid they might try to steal 
them. Indians came for many miles to see the two 
little white boys that looked just alike.' Sarah was 
afraid to leave them, but one day she needed a 
bucket of water and hurried to the spring. When she 
returned a big Indian was sitting by the fireplace 
with a baby on each knee. Since Indians would walk 
into the cabin, sit down and eat without an invita
tion, John decided to have an extra plate on the table 
at all times for an unexpected guest. That custom 
was continued in Josiah's life. When the government 
forced the Indians to move to Kansas Territory, some 
of them came and said farewell, for they would never 
see their white brother again in this life. 

The early settlers established their rights by squat
ters claim. When the surveyors work was finished 
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FLORAS' EARLY HISTORY. 
they were ready for land entries. John Sr. owned a 
surveyor's chain and enough equ~pment to be able 
to help the early settlers mark off their land. John 
was a squatter on his land and when he was finally 
convinced that Sarah couldn' be moved he dug up 
his gold pieces and entered 200 acres and purchased 
an additional 80 acres that had been entered by 
Samuel Wise on May 3, 1828. Upon these lands Flora 
was built. 

· Four farmers tilled the soil upon which Flora now 
stands. In 1870 they and their neighbors were excited 
by news bf a railroad passing through their com
munity. The farmers were John Flora, Sr., his son-in
law John Replogle, Aaron Overholser, and Moses 
Har ter. John Flora owned the land east of the rail
road. Center, Division, and Columbia Streets were 
on his property. John Replogle owned 40 acres en
tered by John Flora, Sr., 40 acres entered by Abraham 
Myer November 18, 1831, ad 10 acres entered by 
Jacob Zook April 18, 1829. This land was cut across 
by the crooked road to Burlington. The Zook 10 acres 
goes to the corner of Columbia and Center Street. 
The Replogle family lived in a log cabin and later 
built the brick house at 221 Eas t Columbia Street. 

Aaron Overholser lived on land entered by Jacob 
Zook April 18, 1829. 60 acres and 60 added made 
120 before 1827. His house is now owned by Mar
jorie Reams. 

Moses Harter owned 120 acres that had been en
tered by William Odell January 11, 1829 and Novem
ber 6, 1832 minus one-half acre of school house land. 
The Moses Harter's home, which stands at 121 West 
Walnut (corner of Walnut and Willow) , is one of 
the two houses still standing that were built in Flora 
prior to 1872. 

When these four farmers, John Flora, John Re
plogle, Aaron Overholser, and Moses Harter, heard 
that a railroad would cut through Monroe Township, 
excitemenl was high. The men gathered at John Flora, 
Sr.'s house and a town was planned. John said he 
would give land for location of a railroad station. 
Sarah Flora asked that the town be named Fountain 
Cily (for her fountain). Her request was granted. 

Each man chose his lot, surveyed and staked it. 
John Flora, Sr. had a surveyor chain. They all knew 
something about surveying, as did most pioneers of 
that time. Their survey work was remarkably ac
curate considering that cold and hot weather affected 
the chain. A thrilled Josiah carried the chain for 
John Flora, Sr. The No tary Public was A. P. McFar
land. When a government surveyor came the pro
posed town was laid out. The first store was owned 
by Eli Shoemaker, located where the Town Hall now 
slands. Eli put in a large stock of dry goods and 
groceries, all the needs of a farm community. There 
was as much barter and trade as money changing 
hands. Eli put a hitching pos t in front of his store 
and a long trough where the horses could drink. A 
tin cup fastened to a chain hung on a post so every
one could drink the delicious spring water. On the 

morning the store opened, Kate Reese (later Mrs. 
Solomon Flora), walked in with a basket of eggs 
on her arm. She had started so early she had to wait 
for the store to be unlocked. She traded her eggs 
for a length of calico and a few groceries. When the 
trading was over Eli said, "Little girl, you have just 
made the first purchase from the first store in our 
new town." Eli Shumaker's deed is dated August 23, 
1872. He paid $75.00 for the deed. 

When Fountain City (called by the Vandalia rail
road, Flora Station) wanted a post office, the post 
office department said that Indiana already had one 
Fountain City, so the name was changed to Ino. 
Moses Harter, a civil war veteran, was appointed 
the town's first postmaster on August 29, 1872. He 
served as postmaster four years and five months. 

The second store in the new town was the Cromer 
and Bright Drug Store. At that time druggists were 
not required to go to school or be registered. Quinine 
and castor oil along with a few pills was a cure for 
just about anything. A barrel of whisky, highly 
colored stick candy in large glass jars and notions 
were the stock in trade. A stick of candy could be 
bought for a penny. 

SECTION 4 TOWNSHIP 24 RANGE I 

Grantor Grantee Date Entered 
John Flora, Sr. Belksheba Near hoff ... .. July 24, 1874 .$70.00 
John Flora, Sr. William Hubler .... .. .. April 4, 1873 $40.00 
John Flora, Sr. Wm. & Co. Catler ....... july 20, 1873 none 
John Flora, Sr. Urzippi Burris .......... Nov. 20, 1872 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. Lydia Hubler ......... .. . . May 8, 1873 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. John Lennon .... ...... .. June 12, 1873 $20.00 
John Flora, Sr. W. A. Huntley .......... June 12,1873 $20.00 
John Flora, Sr. E. D. Butcher .. ...... ... May 24, 1873 $20.00 
John Flora, Sr. John Lennon . ..... .... March 13, 1873 $65.00 
John Flora, Sr. Joseph Flora ............ May 29, 1871 $22.00 
The above entry is presently the Flora Park. 
John Flora, Sr. Henry Repto ... ......... July 16, 1873 $65.00 
John Flora, Sr. R. R. Bright ........... . Sept. 13, 1873 $55.00 
John Flora, Sr. James Butcher ........... June 5, 1873 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. Angline Butcher .... .. .. Aug. 28, 1873 $30.00 
John Flora, Sr. G. C. Butcher ....... ... . Aug. 29, 1873 $3000 
John Flora, Sr. John Lennon .. ...... . ... . Oct. 3, 1873 $70.00 
John Flora, Sr. Ollie Jones .. . ........... May 3, 1873 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. S. W. Bricker ....... .. ... June 2, 1873 $60.00 
John Flora, Sr. Jonathan L. Mummert .. Sept. 11, 1873 $40.00 
John Flora, Sr. Joseph Flora .. .. . .. .. . March 25, 1873 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. Elias Shoemaker ... .. .. Aug. 25, 1872 $75.00 
John Flora, Sr. R R. Bright ........ . ... . . June 2, 1873 none 
John Flora, Sr. James R. Loyd . . ..... .... Aug. 3, 1871 $25.00 
John Flora, Sr. Wm. & Co. Catler ....... . July 23,1873 none 
John Flora, Sr. B. F. Barnard ....... ... . June 26, 1867 none 

The land deeded to Joseph Flora is now Flora Com
munity Park. It was Joseph's dream that a park be 
creat ed there and that his trees not be cut. This land 
entry was dated May 29, 1871; fee $22.00. 

James Butcher was a carpenter and a builder of 
houses. Butcher built the Shoemaker store and the 
hotel. He built a home for himself across the stTeet 
from John and Sarah on the north corner of Main and 
North Division Streets. David Flora, son of John and 
Sarah, was a builder of brick houses and built some 
of the first store buildings and many of the brick 
houses still standing today. Jack Douglass, a descend
ant of David and John Sr., presently owns lot one 
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FLORAS' EARLY HISTORY 
of the new town of Flora, his studio being on this 
location. . . 

John and Sarah were very happy during their last 
years. They had seen the wilderness turn into rich 
farms with comfortable homes and they enjoyed their 
children and grandchildren. They could see their 
church from the window. They saw the railroad 
tracks laid and had the thrill of seeing the first train 
ii,.11872. Sarah said to John over and over, "Our town 
just outside our door." 

On May 11, 1875, John died suddenly at the age 
of 73 years.' The usual message was sent by running 
horse and rider to family and friends. John was 
bul'ied the next day in the Moss cemetery (by his 
request) not in the cemetery on his own farm. His 
funeral memorial service was held the following Sun
day, as was the custom of that day. Neighbors and 
friends came from miles around, a dinner was served 
from long tables in the yard. 

Sarah was told that day that the name of the town 
was changed from Ino to Flora. Sarah lived alone in 
the big frame house by the fountain for three more 
years, it was not "too lonely," she said, as Josiah 
or another of her many grandchildren was always 
with her. 

On August 25, 1878 Sarah said she was too tired 
lo go to church so she would stay home. She ex
pected some of the children to come for a family 
dinner. The family found her in her chair after death 
had come. No horse and rider needed to be sent as 
her friends were all at the church nearby. 

All local Flora's are descendants of John Flora, Sr. 
or of Jacob Flora, his younger brother. John H. Flora 
is the son of Josiah Flora. 

Jacob came to Monroe Township in 1830 and en
tered 160 acres. He built the house where Dr. Bush 
now lives; from Flora Park go south on road 50E 
three-fourths mile. Mahala Goodwin was the wife 
of Jacob Flora. 

PIKES PEAK A MEMORY TOWN 
To to the site of this Memory Town, go south 

from the Flora Park one-half mile, the William 
Warnick home is presently on the site of this pioneer 
village. 

Records of Pikes Peak beginning are in the early 
1830's when there was no Monroe Township. This 
was Jackson Township until 1840 when it was di
vided, making the present townships of Monroe and 
Jackson. 

The first store was owned by a man named Smoker. 
Later the store was sold to Jacob Reist; groceries, 
barrels of sugar, flour , huge cheese, coffee in the 
bean, butter, eggs and such homemade goods such 
as sorgum molasses, maple sugar, maple molasses, 
harnesses and hardware. Jacob tried to keep a stock 
large enough to meet the needs of the pioneer. The 
freighters, Lewis and Andrew Harter, brought in the 
supplies first with oxen, later with horses. 

Jacob Reist was the father of Charles Reist and 

Kate Reist, wife of Solomon Flora. Their descendants 
include all members of the Ezra and Anna Myer Flora 
families, and the Mrs. Chloe Eikenberry family. Mrs. 
Chloe Eikenberry presently resides on East Main 
Street in Flora. Charles Reist was for many years the 
prominent owner of a general store in downtown 
Flora. 

Local people of German Baptist faith held services 
in their homes until 1834 when John Myer, Sr. en
tered land (now owned by Royce Myer, a descend
ant) east of Pikes Peak. John Myer was an ordained 
minister. A log church house was built. John Flora, 
Sr., John Trent and Isaac Eikenberry were elected 
deacons in 1842. Isaac Eikenberry and Phillip Moss 
were elected ministers. 

Dr. Dunham was the first doctor of medicine in 
Monroe Township being located at Pikes Peak. Dun
ham was the maternal grandfather of Fern Cochran 
and the ancestor of Kenlyn Knapp Diest and Diane 
Knapp, wife of Donovan Flora. 

A log school house was built across the road west 
of Pikes Peak. Solomon Young was the maternal 
grandfather of Josiah Flora and owner of the square 
of land that lies between Flora and Bringhurst. Rus
sell Flora, a descendant, now lives on this land. 
Frank Brower is also a descendant. 

A blacksmith shop by Gerheart, a paint shop where 
buggies and wagons were painted by William Bouser, 
ancestor of Alice Roblyer, and the Rollins saw mill 
employed many men. Barrels were also made here. 
This made this village an important place. A fire de
stroyed the saw mill and another saw mill was built 
at Flora. The saw mill fire was the final chapter in 
the short life of Pikes Peak. 

DAVID HARTER'S DEATH 
David Harter died suddenly June 12, 1842. The 

community was shocked and saddened for David was 
loved and respected by all that knew him. He had a 
rugged physique, great physical strength and was a 
recognized leader. David was buried in the cemetery 
on the John Flora land. His was one of the early 
graves, overlooking the land he loved so much. The 
entire community from miles around came to his 
funeral and departed to their homes saddened, for 
each one felt that they had lost a friend. 

Sarah Flora said many times, "The neighbors 
paused, then flowed on as did the stream• that turned 
the wheels of David's mill." David Harter was born 
January 8, 1782 in Hamilton County, Ohio; he was 
60 years, 5 months and 22 days old at his death. 
His grave is in the sadly neglected Old Flora Ceme
tery overlooking rich farm land and the beautiful 
little town of Flora. His grave is just one of the many 
graves of these brave pioneers that settled Monroe 
Township and now lie in the Old Flora Cemetery. 

Descendants of David Harter and his wife Polly 
Beckner are all local Harters including Charles Har
ter, his sister Laura Flora (Mrs. Rufus Flora), Lewis 
Flora, Laurel Booth, Kenneth Callane, Vada Ruskuski, 
Mary Flora, and her son Rodney Lee Flora, Edwin 
Cox, Eva Low Pearson (Mrs. Frank Amos Shanks), 
Inga Cox (Mrs. David Randle), and Mrs. Ira Brubaker. 
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EARLY SCHOOLS OF FLORA 
In pioneer communities, scho'ols were often started 

by several neighbors joining together, hiring a 
teacher, and holding classes in a home until pupils 
were numerous enough to build a s.chool. If possible, 
a home with a parlor was chosen so family functions 
and the class didn't interfere too much with each 
other. The families involved took turns "boarding" 
and housing the teacher. 

This had many fringe benefits for all. If the teacher 
was a man, he frequently helped with the milking 
and chores. His presence was a relief from the loneli
ness of frontier life. It gave the housewife an excuse 
to demand. a practice of good manners from her chil
dren, while for the children it often meant extra 
goodies at mealtime, and a fresh source of stories in 
the evening. Older family members often took this 
opportunity to get some "book larnin" too. If the 
teacher was single, it meant no need to set up a home 
on meager income, and it meant acceptance as a 
member of the household where he was staying; it 
gave a sense of belonging. The pioneer teacher thus 
came to know and understand pupils and parents far 
better than it is possible for the modern teacher to 
do, and so led to a more thorough teaching of charac
ter and personality traits. Each family considered 
itself lucky when its turn came to board the teacher, 
and was happy with the arrangement. , 

The first such teacher at Flora was William Barnett 
who taught in the home of John Flora, Sr., and his 
wife Sarah. Sarah described Will as a "stripling," not 
very hefty, not much use for anything else than 
teaching. She very generously added, though, that he 
seemed to know his work and was a very good man. 

Many people of later generations have marveled 
at the good language used by these early settlers. 
This is explained by the fact that almost all their 
reading material was the Bible, Pilgrim's Progress, 
and Ben Franklin's calendar and almanac. 

In October of 1829 a Mr. Amos Ball purchased 
land in section 18 of Monroe Township, and donated 
1/2 acre for a school. A long school house was built 
there and served that part of the township. However, 
this school was too far away for the children of Flora 
to attend, so school was still held in various homes, 
whenever a teacher could be found. 

The first real school house in Flora was built on 
a 1/z acre plot of ground that was set aside for it. 
The school was built of logs and was located on the 
spot where a home now stands at 125 E. Little Street. 

There was also a school across the road from Pike's 
Peak, southeast of Flora, which was started in 1830 
and continued classes until1852. In 1870 a log school 
house stood where the home at 104 W. Main Street 
now stands. The first teacher of this school was Lan 
Heiland. This building, however, was quite small, 
so a new log building was erected on the north side 
of Columbia Street 1/z square east of the railroad and 
was taught by one John Bivins. 

Just as is the case today, the number of pupils 
kept outgrowing the school buildings, so the older 
pupils were moved across the street from the present 
town hall to rooms above the Cromer and Bright 

Drug Store, where the drive-up bank now stands. 
The first schools were usually of square hewn logs 

with a puncheon floor (logs split in half with the 
flat side up). The school at 104 W. Main was built 
like this, with a clapboard roof covered with hand 
rived cedar shingles with the windows covered with 
greased paper. A little later glass was substituted for 
the greased paper. 

A huge fireplace occupied one wall of the building 
with a "cat and clay" chimney. On the other three 
sides of the room were backless benches with con
tinuous desks in front. These were often supported 
by long wooden pins thrust between the legs with an 
elbow below for added support. These benches and 
desks were all of one size, and the smaller pupils 
often sat on chunks of wood to lift them up so they 
could reach the desks. 

The backless benches were almost uncomfortable 
so the pupils were inclined t o loll over the desks to 
relieve their aching backs. 

In one corner of the room on a wooden shelf sup
ported by wooden pegs driven into the wall stood 
the water bucket with a dipper hanging near-by on 
a nail. Water had to be carried from some distance, 
so none was wasted. The older boys were pressed 
into service to carry in water and the huge logs to 
feed the fire in cold weather. 

Those nearest the fire roasted, those farther away 
froze, so much changing of seats went on throughout 
the day. Many pupils suffered frosted feet and the 
teacher allowed them to sit on their feet to keep 
them warm. 

The roads in Flora were regular quagmires in bad 
weather, so almost all the pupils brought lunch. A 
long shelf near the door held the round dinner 
buckets- which were tin, not painted, of var ious 
sizes, that would hold from a half-gallon to a gallon 
of liquid if measured. Lunch hour was a pleasant 
time. Pupils sprecrd lunches on the desks and much 
exchanging of food took place. The lunch hour af
forded opportunity for a long play period, and the 
school yard was full of lively youngsters playing 
circle games, running games, ball games with balls 
made of yarn and rags, jump rope, tug-of-war, mar
bles and jacks. 

More men taught in those days than women, for 
school teaching was considered a rugged job. Strict 
discipline was expected, and the teacher was more 
severe than is the case today. The ruler and hickory 
stick were frequently used, as well as the milder 
dunce cap. 

There was little writing paper in frontier days; 
almost every child had his slate and slate pencil. It 
was a lucky school that had a blackboard, which 
greatly enhanced the teaching. The community was 
considered quite modern when its school was of 
brick and had a bell in a belfry. Usually the teacher 
rang a large hand bell, and some of these old hand 
bells have become cherished relics. 

Friday afternoon was frequen tly a gala affair at 
the school. Pupils came dressed in their best ready 
for a program of songs, recitations, ciphering con

{Continued next page) 
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EARLY SCHOOLS (Continued) 

tes ts, and the famous spell-down. At times this was 
held in the evening, when adults joined the program 
and had a separate spell-down. Tllis was a social 
event the whole community looked forward to and 
it was well attended. 

Also well attended was the annual box social, held 
for the purpose of raising funds for books for the 
school book shelf, since there was no public library 
a t that time. Each woman did her utmost to fill her 
l;lDx with goodies, and decorated it as gaily as pos
sible. These boxes were then auctioned off to the 
highest bidder, and there was great pride when a box 
"fetched a good price." 

In 1877 a brick school was built on North Division 
Street. This building w as later sold and is used as a 
residence today. Summer school was held here for 
several years when the teacher could get enough 
subscription pupils. In 1889 a new school building 
of six rooms was begun on East Main Street where 
our p resent school now stands. While it was being 
built the pupil overflow was taught in the Baptis t 
and Progressive churches. 

This school seemed very modern to those who had 
attended in earlier buildings. The desks were of 
highly polished oak, with an ink w ell in one corner 
for ink and a groove across the top of the desk for 
pen and pencils . Below was a shelf to hold books 
and tablets. Some pupils had pencil boxes with a 
lid, lock and key and the proud owner wore the key 
on a string around the neck. 

School attendance grew as the town grew, and 
soon a four-room addition was built. A few years 
later another addition was made in t he rear of the 
building. 

In the fall of 1893 Professor E. N. Canine became 
superintendent and the next year organized the first 
school in the township . In 1896 the firs t commence
ment was held. The graduates were Eva Drake, Emma 
Lyons, Merl Sandifur and Celeste Cromer. For a num
ber of years graduation was a rather quiet affair. In 
1902 the first banquet and reception for the senior 
class was given at the Commercial Hotel by the 
Junior class. Mr. and Mrs. David Mosier ran the hotel 
a t that time and for several years they furnished the 
banquets for the graduating seniors. 

(Portions of the above history were written by 
Mrs . J. Floyd (Ada) Wheeler and given as a report 
to the Art and Garden Club. She taught in the Bring
hurst school and in the Thomas elementary school 
west of town.) 

During the school year of 1883-84 Monroe Town
ship had nine different schools. The Flora school had 
an enrollment of 205 students, Bringhurst had 128, 
and the total for the township was 624 pupils. 

The Flora school was only a nine-year school until 
Professor Canine became Superintendent. He estab
lished a three-year high school. In 1896 when the 
town incorporated, the school came under the con
trol of the first school board, appointed November 
9, 1896. Its members were Ruben T. Burren, Frank 
C. Horner, and Jacob Kraus. The school w as changed 

to a four-year high school and on January 17, 1902 
was commissioned by the state board of education. 
By the 1902-03 school year the high school had 75 
pupils, 40 of whom were transfer pupils froni seven 
different surrounding t ownships which had no high 
school. That same year Indiana had only 325 high 
schools. 

In 1911, Bringhurst had its first graduating class. 
The op.ening of this high school took some of the 
pupils from the Flora school and gave the township 
two full high schools. In the spring of 1927 Bring
hurst graduated its last class and the high school 
pupils were transferred to Flora. Since the two 
schools were old rivals, some found the transfer 
difficult to accept. Bringhurst retained an elementary 
school until 1935. 

In the fall of 1931 the pupils no longer entered the 
Flora school as such for the name was changed to 
Monroe Township High School. Although in all con
tests and sporting events the school was called Flora, 
it officially was the Monroe Township School. The 
members of the last school board to serve the Flora 
school were Dr. J. C. Schermerhorn, Tony Beckner, 
and G. W. Kenrick. The great depression of the 1930's 
was of course the big reason behind the decision to 
make the schools one system instead of two. 

During a very windy night in February of 1933 
there was a high school basketball game being played 
between Flora and Indiana Deaf School. The game 
was in the last half when a fire was spotted on the 
northwest corner of the roof of the school next to 
the gym. Low water pressure and very strong winds 
took the school, and after a one-week lay-off classes 
were started in the Community Building. The base
ment was made into an elementary school and the 
rest of the building was used as the high school. The 
Junior High was seated on the stage. Armed ch airs 
were used on the gym floor with a class in each 
corner. During the basketball season the chairs w ere 
moved off each evening for practice, and stacked on 
the bleachers. They w ere also placed there for the 
games, for in those depression days large numbers of 
fans didn't follow their teams, so gyms were not 
crowded at game time. 

In 1956 talk of consolidation was started and in 
1957 Purdue University made a report on eight town
ships on the east side of the county. Finally, after 
some townships had voted as many as three different 
times, the Carroll Consolidated School System came 
into being on June 1, 1959, and Carroll High School, 
with pupils from five townships, was a reality. The 
1960-61 school year was the last for the high school 
in the Flora building. It now houses the Flora Elemen
tary School. 

The first school board for the consolidated school 
was as follows: George M. Wason, John A. Hardy, 
Clarence A. Crain, Dale F. Meyers, and Don R. 
Mitchell. These men represented Carrollton, Burling
ton, Democrat, Monroe, and Washington Townships. 
In the fall of 1961 classes were started in the new 
building east of town. Residents now look at the new 
Carroll school with the same pride and affection that 

(Continued next page) 



OLD FLORA CEl\fETERY 
On a hill overlooking our beautiful little town of 

Flora lies the cemetery where our pioneer ancestors 
are buried. 

If you wish to visit this cemeter.y, go to the com
munity building on East Main Street, take the west 
drive and go North through the field following a trail. 

In 1830 there were many deaths among the settlers' 
infants and small children. John Flora, Sr. was asked 
to let a knoll on his land be used for burials. This 
was used for a cemetery for many years before the 
settlers realized that it should be made a legal ceme
tery. On September 12, 1856 John and Sarah deeded 
the cemetery, in consideration of one dollar to John 
Myer, Sr. and Isaac Eikenberry, elders of the Bachae
lor Run Baptist Church and to their successors in 
trust forever. 

This sadly neglected spot had little attention for 
years except the work done by Charles Harter, Lewis 
Flora, Laura Booth and Kenneth Callane (all descend
ants of David Harter and John Myer). 

Gerald Clingenpeel, motivated by a desire to pre
serve this portion of our heritage, joined these volun
teer caretakers in forming an association for the pres
ervation of the old Flora Cemetery. With Gerald 
Clingpeel as president and Marie Clark as Secretary, 
the association has a current membership of seventy. 

There are approximately three hundred marker& 
in the cemetery and no doubt many unmarked graves. 
Over the years many markers have been destroyed, 
as vandalism and time have taken their toll. 

Many infants and children died during the 1830's. 
Their markers and others reflect the harshness and 
danger of the pioneers' lives. There are a few early 
markers of our pioneer ancestors which can be seen 
in the cemetery. 

Anne Zook (wife of Jacob Zook) died in 1837. 
There are several other Zook graves. Lewis Flora and 
all the large family of Amos and Elizabeth Zook 
Flora are descendants of Anne and Jacob Zook as is 
Jesse Zook of Camden. 

Four small children of Phillip and Barbara Moss 
are buried here. The earliest of these is marked May 
11, 1839. All the local Moss's are descendants of 
Phillip and Barbara Moss. Phillip was one of the 
first elders in the German Baptist Church. 

David Harter died at ~0 years of age in 1842; there 
is, however, no trace of a stone to mark the grave 
of h is wife, Polly Beckner Harter. 

Lewis Harter, son of David, died in 1865, 33 years 
of age. 

Mary Myer Harter, wife of Lewis, died in 1864, 
33 years of age. 

John Myer, Sr. died January 11, 1868, 78 years of 
age. 

Elizabeth , wife of John Myer, Sr., died October 
25, 1862, 78 years of age. 

John Myer was the first elder of the German Baptist 
Church. All local Myers are his descendants including 
Mrs. Clemmet Skiles and Mrs. Ralph Pearson. 

Russell Allbaugh, infant son of Amos Allbaugh, 
died in 1890. 

Nine Barnard markers are found in the cemetery, 

the earliest of which is dated 1856. All local Barnards 
are descendants from the pioneers buried here. 
Among the descendan ts are Martha Wise, Maude 
Oaks, Paul Flora and his brothers and sisters. 

Seven Cunningham graves are marked. 
An infant son of Isaac Eikenberry is bu ried here. 

Isaac was an ordained minister in the German Baptist 
Church in 1856. All local Eikenberrys share the same 
ancestors. Among them are Mrs . DeVere Hoffman and 
Mrs. Lois Eikenberry Lane. 

EARLY SCHOOLS (Continued) 
was felt for all our earlier schools. 

Flora High School had its moments of greatness 
in several fields. Flora won a national judging con
test in the agricultural department. Debating teams 
and students in public speaking placed high in the 
state. The High School Orchestra won the state con
test twice in its class. Flora had a team in the final 
four at Butler Fieldhouse in the state basketball 
tournament of 1946. Many Flora graduates have dis
tinguished themselves and their school in almost all 
fields. Many have become medical doctors, dentists, 
lawyers, judges, ministers, teachers, principals, super
intendents of schools, farmers, merchan ts, and have 
filled many other occupations. One girl, Celesta 
Cromer, became the private secretary of John L. 
Lewis, labor leader. Some graduates have become 
officers in large corporations . Hundreds have served 
their country in the armed forces. 

Buildings, text books, curriculums, teacher require
ments, indeed, the whole field of education have 
changed considerably since the start of the first 
school in Flora. 

DeVere Hoffman 

DR. JAMES R. CROMER 
Practiced in Flora f rom 1873 until 1903 

IT'S A FACT . . . 
In 1896 L. V. Myer and M. W. Eaton opened a 

men's clothing store at 21 South Center Street. They 
continued operation of this store until 1908 when 
Mr. Eaton sold his interest in the store to Mr. Myer. 
The business was continued as the L. V. Myer Co. 
until 1934 when Mr. Myer was forced by ill health 
to sell to R. L. Ledman. A clothing store has been 
operated at this location since its founding in 1896 
until the present time. 



Remember the 'Bankable Cigar'? 

South Center Street . .. Completed June 22, 1925 
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FLORA FOURTH GRADE CLASS OF 1934 AND 1935 

First Row (L toR): Dorothea Draper, Dottie McKinley, Catherine Sylvester, Penny Baum, Marjorie Draper, Shirley 
James, Martha Kerlin. Second Row: Bill Garrison, Donald Fuhrman, Mark Briggs, Wayne Sines, Eddie Krauss, Rich
ard Led man, Richard Ayres, John Davis, Norton Chapin. Third Row: Harry Steinman, Kathryn Wi lson, Ruth Flora, 
Vesta Collins, Margaret Young, Ruth Michael, Alice Hinton and Jean Guyer,- teacher. Fourth Row: Teacher Velma 
Rohrabaugh Patterson, Alfred Moss, Dean Brubaker, Ben Dunkin, Joe Flora, Bobby Burns, Junior King, Ralph 
Rohrabaugh and Fred Flora. 

LOREN CHITTICK 
Calm, Cool and Comfortable 

MERLE JOHNSON 
'I can whip any kid on the block' 



Lee Eikenberry (Driving) and Edgar Krauss 

Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Chittick 
(Loren Ch itticks' Parents) Dr. Reuben R. T idrick 

/J 



Nurses Leave for Overseas Duty 
The last two lad ies are Miss Ann Myers and Miss Florence Myers, Kokomo 

Crowd probably watch ing horseracing at t rack where Brethren Home now stands. 



Ford Garage, Flora. Back of Flbra Chrysler-Plymouth Building 

Smith construction crew at work 

I~ 



M. W. ECJton, Roscoe Bright, L. V. Myer 

1909 - L to R : Ernest Albright, Rome Sheagley, Ross Meek, C. E. 
Budrow, Chas. Houser, Chas. Nobes, In Ford, Dr. 0. F. Campbell at 
wheel, Dr. Marshall Callane. 

Mrs. Effie Thompson 



ZINN KITCHENS, INC. 
The Finest In Custom Kitchens 

P. 0 . Box 7 Flora, Indiana 46929 

Manufactured By 
Zinn Manuf acturing, Inc. 

Flora, Indiana 
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L to R: Unknown, unknown, Bill Hurley, Wilbert Kenrick, Thelma Hanaway, Guy Kenrick, Meredith Butcher, Lee 
Ulery, Elmer Dunham, Paul Burns, unknown. 

C. L. Wilson Member badge of Fountain City 
Lodge #280 

First F. H .S. Graduating Class 1896 -
Eva Drake Agnew, Emma Lyons, 
Merle Sandifer, Lesta Cromer. 



' 
Wilbert Kenrick Produce Office 

Guy Kenrick with Dressed Chickens 



-WHERE MOST WORLD PROPLEMS ARE SETTLED! 

Taken at Dales Restaurant in 1956 



First Bringhurst Graduating Class, April 22, 1913 
Front L to R: Archie DeMar, Margaret Metsger, Alma Kearns, June Allen, Leroy Hinkle. Back: Paul Carter, Ch lo 
Duddleston, Orville Oaks. 

Center Street looking South. Brick Building is 10i Store today. 

J-1 



Jack Riggle, wife Elizabeth and 
daughter Katherine. 

Bill Ball Testing Cream 

Ann Flora John F. Flora 



FLORA WAS A BUSTLING COMMUNITY 
BACK IN THE EARLY 1900'S 

By Dana R. Keyes 
Flora wasn't a sleepy town back in the early 1900's. 

For instance, there was a hotel, located where the 
IGA store now stands. Two taxi cabs met the daily 
passenger trains, transporting visitors and traveling 
salesmen to the hotel. Frequently the cabbies would 
drive the salesmen to outlying communities in order 
for them to show their wares to the merchants while 
they were in the vicinity. 
, There were several businesses here then that no 

longer exist today. Two shoe repair shops, two black
smith shops, a tin shop, two news stands, an ice 
cream and pop factory, produce company, a silent 
movie theatre called the "Tokio," Ford agency, the 
"bingo" engine, invented and manufactured by Frank 
Bingaman, one of the first gasoline engines to be 
built in the country, milk company, cabinet shop, 
harness shop, battery station, sawmill, cigar store, 
and pool parlor. 

In those days f lora had two banks, two news
papers, the Carroll County Press and Hoosier Demo
crat (still publishing every Wednesday) , two barber 
shops, two clothing stores, two restaurants, four 
grocery stores, two dry goods stores, two hardware 
s tores, two drug stores, two bakeries, five doctors, 
two dentists, two funeral parlors, a furniture store, , 
seven churches, cement block yard, two jewelry 
stores and a third watch repairman, two plumbing 
shops, an electrical appliance store, three filling sta
tions , two car dealers, two grain elevators, lumber 
shed, two farm machinery dealers, two painting con- ' 
tractors and two insurance offices. 

Flora was fortunate to have an excellent town band 
in those days. A concert was held every Thursday 
night during the summer months. Business places 
were open on concer t night and the downtown area 
was literally filled with local people and many from 
the surrounding communities. A few members of 
the band formed what they called the "Rube" band. 
There was Wayne Smith on the trumpet, Emil De
Vinney, trombone, Lawrence Hinton played the bari
tone horn , Bill Marrocco, clarinet, Russell Ratcliff, 
bass, Ed Krauss, bass drum, and Burnell Keyes was 
the leader. This group was something else. They 
played at many social functions locally and in the 
surrounding communities. They appeared at the 
county fair several times and where they went the 
crowd followed. On rare occasions they traveled 
with the high school basketball team and would put 
on a show at half time which the fans truly enjoyed. 

The Community Park came into existence in the 
early part of the century and has been the scene of 
many a gathering throughout the years, such as the 
County 4-H Fair, countless family reunions, baseball 
and softball games, horse shows, etc. 

The Community Club , which has been a very ac
tive organization for many years, built and dedicated 
the Community Building in the year 1925. It boasted 
one of the finest gymnasiums in these parts. It was 
the site of many county and sectional tourneys and 
most always it was standing room only when tourney 

lime rolled around. To my knowledge, Flora had one 
of the first electric scoreboards in the state of Indi
ana. It was invented and built by Cecil Hendrix, 
who was a linotype operator at the Hoosier Demo
crat. Mr. Hendrix and Verne Daggy, local electrician, 
agreed to build and install the first electric score
board at the "Cow Barn" in Indianapolis, which at 

, ~ • that time was the home of the state basketball finals . 
While erecting the scoreboard high in the gym, Mr. 
Daggy fell and was killed. The whole community 

1 
· mourned this tragic death and because of his popu
larity and the size of the crowd which undoubtedly 

l would be too large for any church to accommodate, 
\ the funeral was held in the Community Building gym, 
and the town band played. Mr. Daggy's widow, Grace 
Daggy, and his daughter, Jane Sines , still reside in 
Flora. This put an abrupt end to scoreboard building 
for Cecil Hendrix. Several years ago I had occasion 
to be on the top floor of the Hoosier Democrat. I 
saw a scoreboard which was in the making but it 
was never completed. In later years Mr. Hendrix 
and Sidney Thomson collaberated in making the 

:,"Squacky" Squirrel Call. For several years they 
manufactured and sold them to sportsmen all over 
Lhe country. 

In the early 1930's, Richard Dixon and family of 
Indianapolis, moved to Flora and built the Flora 
Theatre. Joe St. Amand bought and remodeled the 
theatre several years ago and added the Coffee Shop. 
Esther Flora was manager of the Coffee Shop for 

I almost twenty years. At the present time the theatre 
is owned by a man from Warsaw and Tina Hamilton 
is proprietor of the Coffee Shop. 

In 1939, Mr. Dixon, who had a son and daughter 
in high school here, decided that the younger set 
needed a place of their own. He rented the room now 
occupied by the Douglas Photo Studio, and started 
a restaurant and dance place called the "Ritz." Dale 
Brower was hired Cl.S the manager and his two wait
resses were Mary Elizabeth (Landis) Driggs, and her 
cousin, Agnes Raber of Camden. It was a very nice 
eating place and it had a "Juke" box that furnished 
the music for dancing. When the young people were 
looking for any of their friends during that era, the 
"Ritz" was the likely place to look. I spent most of 
my spare time there. 

Honor came to this city in the year 1940 when 
Mary Garrison, daughter of Mildred and Russell 
Garrison, was chosen "Indiana Corn Queen" at the 
contest in Fowler with 15 girls entering. On the fol
lowing Saturday a parade was held in the town of 
Fowler honoring the Queen and her court, riding on 
a beautifully decorated float, along with several deco
rated cars, color guards and bands including the 
famous Flora "Rube" band. Miss Garrison lived atop 
the Morrison Hotel in Chicago for a week, where she 
mingled with movie stars and celebrities of the radio 
world. When she returned to the "Garden Spot" she 
was considered by all the townspeople as a celebrity 
in her own right. 

The highlight in the history of Flora basketball 
came in 1946 when the "Badgers" made it all the 

(Continued on next page) 
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History of Flora Utilities .. 
The first minute book of the Town of Flora Town 

Board begins on Septemb er 29, 1896. Prior to this 
date, S. R. Long was paid $1.25 fop ·five dinners for 
the first elec tive board. 

The election certificate of the first election reads: 
'Th e undersigned election inspectors at a special 

election h eld on the 29 th day of September, 1896 
in the Town of Flora of The State of Indiana for the 
purpose of electing officers thereof, hereby certify 
that the followin g p ersons were elected: 

William L. Hanna, Trustee, first ward 
Frank P. Lyons, Trustee second ward 
A bner Ratcliff, Trustee third wurd 
Louis T. Bell, Town Clerk 
John W. Guthridge, Treasurer 
John F. Barnard, Marshall 

to serve until the First Monday in May, 1897 and 
until their successors are elected and qualified. ' 

James L. Willson 
Joseph Bell 
James R. Cromer 

Elective Commissioners 
Frank P. Lyons 
Louis T. Bell, Clerk 

Dr. Ellis Armstrong was appointed secretary of 
the board of health and Rueben Burreu, Frank C.' 
Harner and Jacob Kraus were appointed m embers 
of the sch ool board. 

On January 1897 the following levies were an
nounced: tax of 50c on $100; 25c p oll tax; $1.00 each 
male dog, $2.00 each female dog. The town marshals 
salary would be $84.00 per year. Also in 1897 a 
fran ch ise for 20 years was granted to the Logansport
Flora Telephone for telegraph and telephone service. 
Rates were $2.00 per business, $1.00 for residence, 
per month. A map of the town was to be made by 
the county sur veyor and the board also allowed 
compensation of $25 per year for each trustee. 

In April 1899, a m otion was made to exonerate 
W. D. Lenon of paying taxes on $4,700 which was 
lost when his safe was blown up. 

A fra nchise was granted Charles Dixon for electric 
lighting in Flora including poles, wires, lamps, and 
of supplying residences with power for h eating and 
lighting, Jun e 6, 1896. 

May 19, 1905 : A franchise was granted to and 
accepted by the Indian apolis Chicago Air Line Trac
tion Co. to install on the streets of Flora street cars 
with overhead cables. 

May 1, 1906: Water works plan accepted. Stock 
issued and 1,090 shares were b ought at $10 per share. 

1908: First volunteers for fire departmen t were 
created (12 men). Plans were also drawn up for 
local sewer system. Sewers were put into service 
September 2, 1912 on eas t side and June 4, 1913 on 
west side. 

March 8, 1915: School bonds issued for building 
new school of $12,500. Building cost $19,600. Car
negie Corp. gave $10,000 for erection of free public 
library for town of Flora, February 13, 1917. 

The town of Flora purchased the Flora Water 
Company in 1929 for $40,000. 

December 5, 1938: A petition signed by 155 legal 
voter residents was presented to the Town Board 
asking them to purchase the electric utility from the 
Indiana Service Corp. $47,500 was offered but it was 
turned down. On July 14, 1941, $55,000 was offered 
but still was not accepted. 

May 7, 1945 : A well was dug at Flora Park. This 
well was termed an emergency in order to get sup
plies b ecause of war shortage. 

July 2, 1946: Elec tric utilily was finally purchased 
for $150,000. This amount was issued in revenue 
bonds of $1,000 each with last to mature in 1976. 
A . H. Giltner was named m anager. 

July 28, 1953 : An ordinance was passed concern
ing the financing and construction of a sewerage 
treatment plant for the town of Flora. Es timated 
cos t $485,000 . Bonds issued with a May 1, 1993 final 
ma turity date. George Baum would m anage plant. 

June 24, 1960: Ordinance passed concerning the 
construction of extensions and improvements to the 
water works. Cost $121,700. Bonds issued for $70,000. 
Las t bond to mature January 1, 1985. 

May 10, 1965: New fire station and meeting hall. 

FLORA WAS BUSTLING COMMUNITY .. 
(Continued from preceding page) 

way to the final four. They lost to Anderson in the 
aftern oon game, but the Indians emerged state 
champs that night beating Central of Fort Wayne in 
the final gam e. "Sweet" Ried was our coach and h e 
was mighty proud of his team, especially Bob Cripe 
w ho came away with the coveted "Trester" award. 

Flora had the spotlight again in 1962 when Jerilyn 
Jones, daughter of-Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Jones was 
chosen Queen of the Indianapolis "500." According 
to h er parents that was a busy and memorable month. 

In recent y ears ou r town has seen several changes 
being made. A n ew post office, telephone building, 
super m arket, n ew high school composed of a five 
school con solidation, a new John Deere implement 
building, new furniture store and m any of OlJr up
town business places have recently remodele d to 
make our town one of the best small cities in Indian a. 
In addition to ou r downtown business places we 
have a weekly newspaper, two commercial printing 
companies, two automobile dealers, five filling sta
tions, a locally own ed loan company, two dentists 
and one medical doctor who w e are all thankful for . 

Flora is fortunate to h ave more industry than most 
towns of its size. We have Pioneer Hybrid Corn, 
Stephen A. Young Corporation, Essex Wire, Indus
trial Cab Co. , Zinn Manufacturing and the Spring 
factory. 

Congratulations Flora on your 100th birthday. The 
way things are going at the present time it looks as 
though the Old Town w ill survive for another 
century. 



ELECTED OFFICIALS IN FLORA FROM 1896 TO 1972 
September, 1896: William L. H anna; Dr. Frank 

Lyons; Abner Ratcliff; Louis Bell, Glerk; John Guth
ridge, treasurer; John Barnard, marshal. 

May 3, 1897: Dr. Frank Lyons; William Hanna; 
Abner Ratcliff; Louis Bell, clerk, resigned; Wood
ington appointed; Abraham McCormick appointed 
to fill term of Hanna. 

May 6, 1898: Dr. Lyons; William McCreary; Abner 
Ratcliff; C. E. Smith, clerk; Luther Colvin, marshal. 

May 10, 1899: Henry Trimble; Abram Eikenberry; 
Abner Ratcliff; C. E. Smith; Jesse Bright, treasurer. 

May 10, 1900: Albert Hanna; Abram Eikenberry; 
William Long; C. E. Smith; J. Bright, treasurer; Wil
liam Moss, marshal; John McHone appointed mar
shal later. Chas. E. Nobes appointed to first ward. 

May 9, 1901: Charles Nobes; Richard Callane; 
James Cromer; C. E. Smith; J. Bright, treasurer; Hiram 
A. Tritle, marshal ; Edward Stouse appointed marshal 
later. 

May 8, 1902: Charles Nobes; Richard Callane; James 
R. Cromer; C. E. Smith. 

May 4, 1903: Charles Voorhees; Dr. Edward Peters; 
Martin Eaton; William Linton, clerk; Jesse Bright, 
treasurer; Edward Stouse appointed marshal later; ' 
Robert Toole appointed clerk later; George Benson 
appointed later. 

January 1, 1906: W. C. Richards; Oscar Landes; J. H. 
Steckel; Lewis Shirar, clerk; James Coplen, treasurer; 
N. E. Mayhill appointed clerk later. E. L. Colvin ap
pointed clerk later; E. G. Kitzmiller appointed trustee 
later. 

December 6, 1909: D. S. Mosier; F. C. Horner; 
Uriah Gath; Newton Grandstaff, clerk; Jesse Bright, 
treasurer. 

November 8, 1911: D. S. Mosier; Frank Harner; 
Abner Ratcliff; Newton Grandstaff; Martin Eaton, 
treasurer. 

November 5, 1913: Harry Spitler; Abner Ratcliff; 
Frank Harner; John Barnard; M. W. Eaton, treasurer. 

November 6, 1915: Harry Eaton; Harry Spitler; 
Abner Ratcliff; John Barnard, clerk; Wilbert Kenrich 
appointed clerk August 14, 1917. 

January 20, 1920: I. J. Brim; W. B. Ayres; John 
Allen; Wilbert Kenrich, clerk. 

January, 1923: George Northcutt; Irvin Brim; Amos 
Clingenpeel; J. V. Bright, treasurer; Wilbert Kenrich, 
clerk. 

December, 1927: W. F. Mummert; C. E. Stouse; 
E. R. Cochran; Wilbert Kendrich, clerk; Warren 
Knapp , treasurer. 

January, 1934: Scott Clark; John Michael; Jesse 
Lowery; Wilbert Kendrich, clerk; Walter Price, 
treasurer. 

January, 1936: E. E. Landis; W. I. King; Jesse 
Lowery; Wilbert Kendrich, clerk; Walter Price, 
treasurer. 

January, 1938 : E. E. Landis; W. F. Mummert; Glen 
Wagoner; Wilbert Kendrich, clerk-treasurer. 

January, 1944: E. E. Landis; Glen Wagoner; Paul 
R. Burns; Wilbert Kendrich, clerk -treasurer; LaMont 
Jordan appointed clerk-treasurer, resigned October 
1, 1947; William Wingard appointed clerk-treasurer. 

January, 1948: Glen Wagoner; Laurel Smith; Paul 
Burns; William Wingard, clerk-treasurer. 

January, 1952: Laurel Smith; Richard Landis; Roy 
Clark; W. K. Roberts, cleark-treasurer. January, 1953 
Joe Northcutt appointed to fill Smith's term. 

January, 1956: Glen Wagoner; Jesse Lowrey; Joe 
Northcutt; W. K. Roberts, clerk-treasurer. 

January, 1960: Robert Jones; Clarence Watson; 
Harold Primmer, resigned April 2, 1963; W. K. Rob
erts, clerk-treasurer; Wade Morris appointed to fill 
Primmer's term. 

January, 1964: Robert Jones; Clarence Watson; 
Wade Morris; W. K. Roberts, resigned August 1, 1965; 
Richard Leiter appointed, resigned September 30, 
1965; Edgar Krauss appointed, resigned May 15, 1967; 
Devere Hoffman appointed. 

January, 1968: Elden Pr~ssler; Kenneth McGill; 
Gene Brim, resigned; Devere Hoffman, clerk-treas
urer; Robert Julius appointed to fill Brim's term. 

January, 1972: Elden Pressler; Kenneth McGill; 
Robert Julius; Devere Hoffman, clerk-treasurer. 

"CHARLIE" THOMPSON 

Charles Thomson, known to everyone as "Charlie" 
was a familiar figure uptown for many, many years 
operating a d rug store where the Flora Sundries now 
is. Charlie, up at the crack of dawn and the last one 
home probably treated more sniffles, sore throats or 
what have you than any doctor for miles around. He 
was active in many community projects and was al
ways ready with a helping hand for any worthwhile 
project. 



DR. A. J. CO~K 
Andrew Jonathan Cook was a son of Jesse and 

Susan Burns Cook and was born in Carrollton Town
ship, Carroll County, March 1, 1859. He married 
Causada Belle Maggart and two sons were born to 
them; Locke and Glae. 

Dr. Cook s tarted practicing medicine in Flora in 
1883. He practiced only 13 years and then sold out 

to Dr. E. L. Peter. When he started his practice there 
were 42 doctors in the county. Dr. Cook was widely 
interested in civic affairs and was one of the leaders 
in working for the incorporation of the town of Flora. 
He was also widely responsible for the organization 
of the Maple Lawn Cemetery. 

JOHN F. FLORA FAMILY . . . 

John F. was the fifth child of Abraham and Lydia 
(Brubaker). Born March 11, 1860 in what is now 
known as the town of Flora. He was married to 
Malis sa Indiana Allbaugh. They had eight children ; 
Rolla, Clint, Howard , Herman, Norman, Carrie, Sarah 
and Orpha. He had four sisters; Ella McCain, Re
becca Brubaker, Mary Witter, brothers Ben Flora 
and Jake Flora. Twenty-nine grandchildren including 
Ralph Brower, Raymond Brower, Don Brower and 
Dana Brower, all of Flora. They have never lived 
outside of Monroe Township. 

WILLIAM M. ECKERLE 

Bill Eckerle started "blacksmithing" in Flora in 
1894. He built a large shop shortly after World War I 
where he stayed until 1944. He retired from the 

blacksmith work and went to work for the Pioneer 
Corn Co., and a year later became the president of 
that company in Indiana. He r etired as an active 
officer of Pioneer in 1955 and worked as a salesman 
for them until his death in August, 1958. 

DR. C. N. WILSON 

A graduate of Bringhurst High School, Dr. Wilson 
attended Indiana University, graduating in 1911 . He 
started practice in Rossville but was soon called to 
service during World War I. Upon discharge he 
practiced a year at Lafayette before moving to Flora 
in 1920. His first office was in the Kitzmiller build
ing and in 1929 moved to the corner of Center and 
Main Streets where he practiced until his death in 
1970. 

Dr. Wilson was born December 11, 1886. On S ep
tember 28, 1909 he married Miss Opal Flora, daughter 
of Lewis and Rebecca Flora, pioneer residents of 
Monroe Township. 

"Dr." was a charter member of the Flora Com
munity Club. The Flora Rotary Club and the Ameri
can Legion. He had served as president of each of 
these groups. 

Dr. Wilson was a prominent community booster 
for over forty years in Flora and was a favorite den
tist for many people from Carroll and surrounding 
counties for years. 



Chester Denoon, Morris Perigo, Barney McCune, Delbert Wray, Gus Root, Wil bu r Yeater, Claton Riggle, Fred 
Flora, Eldwin Johnson, Noah Yeater, Howard Parks, Fred Clawson, Bob Bingaman. 

Halloween in 1914 

Margaret Ayres w ith her Class of 1914 



Sorry ... we didn't have room fo r all the names. Fl ora.M. E. Sunday School - Primary , Juniors, Intermediates. 

INVITATIONAL CHAMPS, JAN. 1931 
L toR: George McCain, Supt., Kenneth Allie, Coach, Jim Woodward, Bob Jones, Bob Jordan, Tom Gasaway, Earl 
Trent, Austin Cromer, Dale Dav is, Bob Bingaman, Leroy Yeater. By drum - Leon Viney, Bill Hawkins, Kenny 
Knapp. On sidewalk- Bill Leiter, Joe Jordan. 



Top: Sam Ridgeway, Arthur Metzer, John Sheppard, Wm. Bowerman, Ervin Flora; Middle: Harve Bowerman, Frank 
Metger, Jake Kingery, Clark Metzger, Bent Flora. Bottom: Ora Eikenberry. 

Front: Helen Metger, Edith Flora, Tom McCormick, Helen Myer, - --, Hazel Sines, Ernest Largen, Evelyn Fergu
son, Joyce Eikenberry, Clair Eikenberry, Lemone Wray, - --. Second Row: Fred McCune, Ruth Cunningham, 
Virgil Parks, Joe Snel l, Velma Rohrabaugh, M. Zeigh ler, Loyal Landis, Paul Ziegler, Lois Co lvin, Sarah Bagley, 
Ella Trent, Vida Wiles. Th ird Row: --- Lucas, Dave Harmon, Kenneth Brubaker,--- , ----, Virgil Unrow, Agnes 
Bagley. Teacher Edna Peterson. 



2 3 4 

13 14 15 16 
SENIOR CLASS OF 1900 

1-May Biggs Potter, 2- Charlie Thomson, 3- May Beckner, 4-Luther Hanna, 5- Mattie Little, 6-Maude Oaks, 
7-Jesse Wilkerson, 8-Geo. Aspbury, 9- Eimer Todd, 10- Edgar Dunham, 11-Daisy Shanner, 12- Goldie Roland, 
13- Eimer Wooley, 14-Emma Drake, 15- Arthur Ritchie, 16-Millie Cromer. 



Elmer Siple with load of coal 

1929 - Charles Stouse and Bob Sines 

31 



Mike Retherford offering ~oor to door delivery in 1899 
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November 12, 1918 (L toR) : Paul Burns, Guy Kenrick, Chester Unroe, Ada Yundt, Reid Burns, Edgar Krauss, John 
Ratcliff, Russel l Unroe. 



FLORA CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
The first organized group of Brethren in this com

munity, known as the Bachelor Run Congregation, 
was effected in 1838. The first meeting house of the 
Brethren was first erected in 1854 at.Pikes Peak, one
half mile southeast of Flora. It was known as the 
Lower House and two years later, in the present 
Bachelor Run or Walnut Stump Church location, 
the Upper Church building was erected. The two 
houses held meetings together, holding services in 
their own respective buildings on alternate Sundays. 
II} 1884, the Lower House was relocated and built 
in the town of Flora. It was a wooden structure 
which was built at a cost of $1,912.43. This included 
the pump, fence and boiler. Some of the earlier Minis
ters and Elders were: Solomon Blickenstaff, A. G. 
Crosswhite, Gilbert Stinebaugh, Henry Landis, David 
Niccum, Abner Bowers, Isaac Eikenberry, John 
Shively, Heil Hamilton, Riley Montgomery and Riley 
Flora. 

In the year 1902, the wooden structure was torn 
down and was replaced by the present brick build
ing. This was completed in 1903 at a cost of $7,222. 
Church services between the Upper and Lower 
Houses continued until 1911, when the Church Ter
ritory was divided. On December 14, 1911, follow
ing the final Church Council of the Bachelor Run 
Congregation, the Flora Members reorganized their , 
church. The name chosen for the new organization 
was the Flora Church of the Brethren. It was de
cided to retain all the old trustees for the newly 
formed church. They were: Richard Callane, A. W. 
Eikenberry and J. L. Cunningham. Ministers in the 
Flora Church at this time were A. G. Crosswhite, 
Riley Montgomery and Henry Landis. Elder Cross
white was chosen to be the first pastor. In 1912, Rev. 
Crosswhite resigned and I. C. Snavely of Naperville, 
Illinois was chosen to fill the vacancy. It was the 
same year a new furnace was installed for the first 
time and a year later electric lights were put into 
use at a cost of $105. New rooms and indoor toilets 
were added to the church basement in 1914. Rev. 
Snavely closed his Ministry in 1917 and I. R. Beery 
of Lanark, Illinois replaced him the following Sep
tember. Cars were appearing on the scene more at 
this time, so the hitchracks on the south side of the 
church were removed and the racks on the east side 
were made ·double. 

In September, 1922, Rev. Beery resigned and H. C. 
Early of York, Pennsylvania was called to be pastor 
and elder. The first musical instrument, a piano, was 
installed in 1923. Rev. A. P. Musselman began his 
ministry in August, 1924, after the resignation of 
Rev. Early. On September 1, 1930, Rev. Ray 0. Shank 
of Huntington came to take up the pastorate here 
and served the congregation until 1935 when he ac
cepted the pastorate of the Gettysburg, Ohio church. 
His successor was D. W. Shock of Spokane, Wash
ington. At the termination of his service in 1937, Ray 
Zook, the pastor of the McPherson, Kansas church 
came to serve at Flora as Pastor and Elder for ten 
years. The church celebrated its Centennial on Sep
tember 4, 1938. To mark the completion of the 100th 

Anniversary, new art glass windows w er e installed 
and dedicated. Rev. Zook resigned in 1947, to accept 
a pastorate at Nappanee, Indiana. Rev. Harlan Smith 
succeeded him. There was a large remodeling project 
in progress at this time, but was not completed until 
late in 1948. Dedication services were held on May 
14, 1949. An electric organ was added in that year, 
too. Rev. Smith left the congregation here for an
other pastorate in 1951, at which time Glen Baird 
was named pastor. Rev. Baird served until Septem
ber, 1954 when Rev. Charles DuMond, Sr. took up 
the work, serving until the fall of 1962. Since an
other pastor could not be secured at this time, Rev. 
Neils Esbensen of North Manchester was willing to 
fill in as Interim Pastor for one year. Then on Sep
tember 1, 1963, Rev. Samuel Keller began his minis
try here. He resigned in 1967 to accept the pastorate 
of two churches, Marion and Sweetser. Our present 
pastor, Rev. Vernon Powell, moved into our com
munity in September, 1967. Since that time, a new 
church organization has been effected with a sixteen 
member church board, consisting of three commis
sions: namely, Nurture Commission- The Inner Mis
sion of the Church, Witness Commission-The Outer 
Mission of the Church, and Commission of Stewards 
- The Stewardship functio n of the Church. The 
church board, with one chairman, is composed of 
five members on each Commission. The ex-officio 
members include the pastor, the treasurer of the 
church, the board chairman, the church moderator, 
and the church clerk. A large remodeling program 
was completed in March, 1970. Included in this was 
the painting, new church furniture, sound system, 
carpet, lights, remodeling of the Sanctuary, and the 
rewiring of the entire church. 

Church history will continue to be made, as long 
as there are Christian people present to make it and 
write it. Our hope and prayer for the future is that 
we, not just the Church of the Brethren, but all 
Christians in our community, may be spiritually alive 
and making our witness strong and effective, so that 
we may be able to touch all of those lives who are 
in need of the "Gospel of the Good News!" God alone 
has this to offer to all mankind! 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

RAINBOW CAFE 
Doyle and Juanita Jervis 

FLORA, INDIANA 

VISIT US DURING THE CENTENNIAL 
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FLORA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

In September, 1905, the Rev. 0. L. Prentice, pastor 
of Cutler Presby terian Church, and th e Rev. H. W. 
Steen, pastor of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
o£ Carroll County, Indiana, were invited b y Presby
lerians of Flora to conduct religious services for them 
in the Lutheran Church of Flora, which h ad b een 
kindly offered to them by the officials of the Lutheran 
Church, and which had not been used for public 
worship for quite awhile. The invitation was ac
cepted by these two ministers, and beginning on the 
first Sabbath of October, 1905, they held services in 
Lhe Lutheran Church through the a utumn and winter 
months , each minister having charge on altern ate 
Sabbaths. 

In February, 1906, the Stated Clerk of Crawfords
ville, the Rev. H. M. Roger, h aving been invited, 
conducted a service in the church ; and at that serv
ice he suggested that the p eople petition Presbytery 
to organize a Presbyterian Church in Flora. This 
suggestion was followed , and a petition was circu
la ted and signed by 58 persons . The petition was 
presented to the Presbytery of Crawfordsville at its 
regular spring meeting held in Kirklin, April 17, 
1906. Presbytery approved the request, and instructed 
the Home Mission Committee of Presbytery to visit 
Flora, and s tudy the situation, and if the way b e 
clear and it seemed advisable, to organize a Presby
terian Church in Flora. 

Th e Committee, composed of Rev. Dr. John P. 
Hale, Chairman, Rev. H. R. Stark, Rev. 0. L. Prentice, 
and Rev. C. H. Wilson, met in the Lutheran Church 
oi Flora on the afternoon of May 28, 1906, for the 
purpose of organizing a church . The Rev. H . W. 
Steen , pastor of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
of Carroll County being present was asked to sit 
with the Committee. After devotional services and 
sermon by Dr. Hale, and an address by Rev. 0 . L. 
Prentice giving in detail the events that led up to 
the petition presented to Presbytery, and th e reasons 
that made it seem advisable to have a Presbyterian 
Church in Flora, the Committee proceeded to the 
organization of th e church. Forty-nine persons united 
with the church by certificates of membership from 
other church es, and fourteen were received into mem
bership of the n ew church on profession of their 
faith , making sixty-th ree members of the church on 
the day of organization. The name adopted by the 
new congregation was "Th e First Presbyterian 
Church of Flora, Indiana." Recently the name was 
changed to "Flora Presbyterian Church." At this 
afternoon meeting the officers elected were: Elders: 
Philip Niccum , John A. Blue, and Edward H. H ed
dericl<. Deacons: William H. Lesh , Albert G. Clifton, 
and John W . Zartman. Trustees: Albert Good, Amos 
Albaugh, and William Myer. Treasu rer: Uriah Guth . 

The present church building was built at a cost 
near fourtee n thousand dollars, and was dedicated 
January 15, 1911. Rev. 0. L. Prentice was pastor 
when the church was built. The building committee 

was as follows: Amos Albaugh, E. G. Kitzmiller, 
Philip Niccum, John A. Blue, N. E. Knettle, John 
Zartman, and A. A. Good, local contractor. 

On October 18, 1907, th e last council of this n ew 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church m et their trustees to deed 
their church and grounds to the First Presbyte rian 
Church of Flora , who assumed all assets and ilabili
ties of the St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Amos Albaugh, 
the remaining Lutheran, transacted this for the 
council. 

In 1919 the Manse was bought and repaired at a 
cost of about three thousand eight hundred dollars. 
In 1921 the Manse was remodeled as it stands today. 
Rev. and Mrs. E. L. Steffey and son Owen were the 
first to live in the Man se. 

Today's membership numbers 148. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

During th e late 1870's there were a few Baptist 
families in and near Flora who occasionally held 
services, usually in a private home. In 1880, the Rev. 
B. A. Melson effected a church organization facing 
the difficult task of raising funds to build the first 
house of worship. Moses Harter donated two lots 
on W est Walnut Street and a modest building was 
erected. 

In 1888, the Baptists gave the Methodists, who h ad 
no church building, a lease on their building for six 
years. This helped raise the money to pay the debt 
of the building. For several years, the congregation 
had no minister. In 1895, Rev. J. W. Stark effected 
a re-organization of the Baptist congregation and 
succeeded in remodeling the church at a cost of 
$600.00. During the n ext 14 years, the church pros
pered and the old structure became inadequate. At 
that time, it provided a h om e for Baptist, Methodist 
and the Christians, the latter two both looking for
ward to building themselves. 

In 1909, the p astor, Rev. Lee Fisher, with several 
progressive m embers and friendly citizens, started 
raising money to move and remodel the old struc
ture. They purchased the present site on West 
Columbia Street from Mrs. Sarah Albright at a cost 
of $2,900 .00 w hich included the p arsonage. The origi
nal building was m oved to the presn et location and 
th e church and parsonage remodeled. During this 
period, services were h eld in the Opera House which 
was on the second floor of the building now occupied 
by the Bright National Bank. 

In 1910, the remodeled church was dedicated . A 
few of the members at that time were Madge Clark 
Kitzmiller, Etn a Peterson Davis, Grace Northcutt Mc
Artor, Arthur Fife, Nannie Pritts, Ruth Richter 
Lowery, Roy Richter, Millie Lyons Cromer and Pearl 
Ledman. 

In the past sixty-one years, several pastors have 
served the congregation and there have been many 
changes in the membership. The present pastor is 
Rev. Dallas W. Blackburn, who accepted the pastor
ate December 1, 1971. 



BRINGHURST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
In 1874 the organization now known as the United 

Methodist Church of Bringhurst planned to build a 
church home. Prior to this they had worshipped at 
Zion Church and also in a school honse on the west 
side of town. The building of this was a community 
project, the plot of ground being donated by Thomas 
Ross and the brick made by Wilson and James Hill 
at the tile shed located on what is now known as 
Benton Retherford property. The church was dedi
cated March 19, 1875. 

' In 1876 there were three Sunday Schools function
ing throughout the year and in the summer time there 
was a combination class and prayer meeting. Three 
and a half months were spent in protracted meet
ings and in that year eighty persons were added to 
the church roll. 

In 1880 the present parsonage was built and Bring
hurst became head of the five point circuit, the other 
churches being Palestine (now Radnor) Zion, Mt. 
Olivet and Flora. 

In February, 1898, the Flora Church was strong 
enough to become a station and their church build
ing was dedicated in that year. In the same year, Mt. 
Olivet and Radnor were detached and connected with 
Colburn and Buck Creek. 

The first forty years this five-point circuit was . 
made with a horse and buggy when the roads were 
good. When weather and roads were bad, the 
preacher either walked or rode horseback. These 
were the days when each church had from two to 
six weeks of revival meetings. Class meetings were 
held one evening each week. The smallest salary 
ever paid was $400.00. 

In 1907-1909 the Sunday School room and base
ment of the Bringhurst Church were built. The pul
pit was changed from the west end to the south end, 
with new seats, making it a very good place to 
worship. 

In 1964 a Fellowship Hall was added to the west 
side of the Bringhurst Church, including a fully mod
ern kitchen, and the coal furnace converted to gas. 
Memorial art glass windows and an electric organ 
were purchased and installed in the early 1950's. 

Chan&es in the name of the Bringhurst Church 
have occurred. Originally known as the Bringhurst 
Methodist Episcopal Church by order of the General 
Conference, the name was changed in 1939 to the 
Methodist Church. Later in 1968 with the merger 
of the Methodist Church and the United Brethren, 
it is now known as the Bringhurst United Methodist 
Church. 

Having been a two-point circuit with Radnor for 
many years, another change occurred in 1971, when 
the Bringhurst and Flora United Methodist Churches 
became a two-point charge of the Lafayette District. 

We are indebted to J. W. Eikenberry, chairman of 
the History Committee for many of the earlier facts 
and figures. In 1941 he wrote: "As we look back 
over a period of 65 years, we are amazed at the de
termination, sacrifice, faith and fortitude of these 

faithful souls who have made this organization and 
building possible. Surely ours is a goodly heritage. 
To those of us living now, there comes a challenge 
to carry on and what service this organization ren
ders the community in the future will depend on 
our own devotion, loyalty and help we give it now." 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We find in the History of Northern Indiana Synod 
of Lutheran Church, referring to the mission churches 
organized by Rev. John L. Guard these words, "Rev. 
Guard organized St. Paul's Lutheran Church in the 
village of Flora, with eighteen charter members. It 
was the first church in the village." Organized
June, 1876. 

Other records tell that on the second of March, 
1878 this little group merged with St. Luke's Lutheran 
(a little church located about two miles east of Flora, 
and may have been organized about the time of the 
Civil War)-1864. 

The union of these churches took the name of 
The New St. Paul' s Evangelical Lutheran of Flora, 
Indiana and being mission charges of St. Peter's 
Lutheran of Camden, had their resident pastors. Some 
eighty members joined this church, and they owned 
their building and grounds. In October, 1895 the 
Camden Church. petitioned their Synod to drop the 
Flora charge. 

This church stood on the north side on Columbia 
Street across the north side of where the lumber 
yard is today (moved to where Presbyterian Church 
now stands) . This group disbanded November, 1907 
(building bought by Presbyterian group). Members of 
the new St. Paul's Lutheran Church were: 

Solomon Allbaugh, Sr., Eliza Ann Allbaugh, Wash
ington Allbaugh, Amos Allbaugh, Mary Minerva All
baugh, Emma Jane Allbaugh, Ida Allbaugh, Ernest 
Albright, Henry Albright, Sarah Albright, Mollie Al
bright, Elsie McCain Allbaugh, Alice Bowser, Sarah 
Cook, E. A. Cook, Susie Cline, Mariah Van Dyke, 
Marcus Van Dyke, Peter Gaumer, Charles Gaumer, 
Mary E. Gaumer, Lydia Gaumer, Amanda Gerholt, 
Elizabeth Gaumer, John Gerholt, Malinda Gerholt, 
Elizabeth Gerholt, Bessie Gaumer, Della Hagerty, 
Henry Koonsman, Lydia Koonsman, William Koons
man, Amanda Koonsman, Elizabeth Koonsman, James 
Montgomery and Martha Montgomery. . 

Also: Nancy Moore, Flora McCain, Amelia Moore, 
Flora Martin, Ollie Noaks, Emma Noaks, Henry 
Noaks, Thomas Noaks, Mrs. E. Riggle, F. W. Faust, 
Eli Shafer, Rebecca Shafer, Emma Shafer, Charles 
R. Shafer, Mary Shafer, John Shafer, Inez Clifton 
Shafer, Maria Shafer, Peter Shirar, Lewis Shirar, 
Rene Shirar, Sarah Shirai', G. W. Shirar, Suzannah 
Shirar, Isiah Shirar, Mary Shirar, Charles A. Shirar, 
G. F. Shirar, Martha Shirar, Perry Shirar, Jonathan 
Spitler, Mollie Spitler, Margaret E. Spitler, Wm. B. 
Switger, Rachail Switger, Charles M. Spitler, Sadie 
Spitler, Elizabeth Steckel, Amanda Randolf, Gustie 
Randolf, Mary A. Reener, Edward Heddrick, Mary 
Heddrick, Sophia Patton, Margaret Viney, Wm. C. 
Viney and Nathan Weida. 



FLORA METHODIST CHURCH 
In the summer of 1880 under the leadership of 

Rev. Wesley Gillam a class of Methodist Episcopal 
denomination was organized in Flora. The Charter 
Members were the families of William Little, Clean 
Keys, Samuel Thomas, Rev. Brackney, Mrs. Anna 
Michael, Mrs. Louella Gerhold and Henry Carter. The 
meetings were held in a frame school that stood on 
West Columbia Street where Charles Hendrickson 
now has his business. This was purchased by the 
Lutheran Congregation and moved to South Center 
Street where the Methodists continued to hold meet
ings. 

As Flora .did no l become a definite appointment on 
Lhe Bringhurst Circuit for a few years the pastor of 
this circuit preached at Flora only as opportunity 
afforded. In 1888 Rev. S. M. Hays was sent as pas
to r to the circuit. The members were unable to build 
at this time, but leased the old Baptist Church on 
Wes t Walnut Street for a few years. 

In 1890 Rev. B. F. Frey came as pastor . The circuit 
was changed from Crawfordville to South Bend Dis
trict and on April 5, 1891 the first Methodist Sunday 
School was organized with a meeting of 85 people 
an d a collection of 65 cents. 

As the years passed the lease of the Baptist Church 
expired and the young church moved into the Odd 
Fellows Hall. The chu rch was growing and in much 
need of a House of Worship of their own. Plans were 
made and on February 27, 1898, a beautiful brick 
church w as d edicated by Rev. Bishop David H. 
Moore of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In the fall of 1900 the Flora Church petitioned the 
Northwest Indiana Conference to make Flora a sta
tion charge and to send them a pastor. The church 
prospered and grew and in 1914 the parsonage was 
built which s till is in use. Abou t 1915 the Old Zion 
M. E. Church disbanded and many of its members 
came into the Flora Church. 

In the early morning of December 29, 1924 fire 
completely destroyed the church with all its con
tents. The official board went to work immediately on 
plans for a new building and November 22, 1925 the 
new church was dedicated. 

In 1937 the Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Epis
copal Church South, and the Methodist Protestant 
Church were all united under the same name, the 
Methodist Church. Our church continued working 
under the leadership of many fine and able ministers 
until1966 when the United Brethren and the Metho
dist Church united u nder the name of United Metho
dist Church . 

The year of 1969 was again a year of change. The 
Camden Methodist Church and the Flora Methodist 
were served by one minister, Rev. Dale Hamilton; 
with the new year 1972 more changes are being made 
and the Bringhurst and Flora churches will be under 
the charge of Rev. Milton G. Persons. 

In future years may our church carry on with 
vision, good fellowship to make us a stronger church 
and through our vision for our church may we find 
ourselves trying to catch a glimpse of God's purpose 
for the world and for ourselves. 

FLORA FIRST BRETHREN CHURCH 
The First Brethren Church was organized on the 

first day of February, 1886. The first church build
ing was started October 5, 1886, and was opened 
for services on January 8, 1887. The first communion 
was held in the church January 22, 1887, and the 
first deacons were elected February 17, 1887. 

Since that time the first church building gave way 
to a neatly enlarged remodeled building which was 
completed and dedicated in June 1909, which served 
the congregation until March 1917, when it was 
moved from the present site and a new mat-faced 
brick veneered building, trimmed with stone, with 
large brick columns at the approach which fronts 
the west. 

Following are the pastors who have served this 
church since its organization: James Ridenour, Ed 
Hildebrand, W. W. Summers, Benjamin Flora, D. A. 
Hopkins, R. R. Teeter, J. M. Fox, A. S. Menaugh, 
L. W. Ditch, J. H. Swihart, V. R. Miller, Isaac Ross, 
W. A. Baker, C. C. Grisso, W. T . Ly tle , S. C. Hender
son, W. E. Thomas, B. T. Burnsworth, F. G. Cole
man, Freeman Ankrum, James Cook, Vernon Grisso, 
Bert Hodge, Woodrow Brant, J. Edgar Berkshire, 
C. A. Stewart, Arthur Tinkle, William Livingston, 
Clarence Kindley, C. Edward W est, present pastor, 
serving his first year. 

The Brethren Church is proud to be a part of this 
community with its creed, "The Bible, the whole 
Bible and nothing but the Bible," has contributed to 
the spiritual needs of this community. All praise 
and glory to the Heavenly Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH 

The Grace Brethren Church of Flora had its be
ginning in 1940. There were eighty-one charter mem
bers who met in -the basement of the Flora Public 
Library until November of that year when their new 
church building was completed. In 1943 the church 
purchased the Willis Mummert property, just across 
the street, to be used as a parsonage, which they re
tained until 1967. In 1964 a new addition to the 
church was built to supply needed Sunday School 
rooms, a larger kitchen and added heating facilities . 

Through the thirty-one years of the church's his
tory the Lord has wonderfully blessed. Many . have 
found Christ as their Saviour and there are those 
who have gone ou t to serve as pastors, teachers and 
evangelists. 

The church motto is "The Bible, the whole Bible, 
and nothing but the Bible," believing that God honors 
and blesses those who honor and trust Him and use 
His W ord as their guide. 

Through the years the church has given regularly 
at missions, helping to support missionaries on the 
foreign field and helping new churches in the home
land until they are able to go self-supporting. 

During this period of time the following h ave 
served as pastor: Henry G. Rempel, Don Bartlett, 
Chas. Bergerson, Mark Malles, Chas. Turner, John 
Evans , Rolland Hein, Lee Dice and Robert Moeller. 



FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH . 
In the year of 1879, a few courageous people 

banded together and arranged to have a minister 
come here to conduct a meeting which was held 
in the old school building just north of Flora, now 
used as a residence. 

According to records, twenty people were baptized 
in Little Bachelor in 1880. Ministers were secured 
when possible to come and preach. These services 
were held in the Baptist Church on West Walnut 
Street. A minister living at Patton came, riding by 
train to Delphi and walking to Flora many times. In 
1884 the group organized and had a minister perma
nently. By .1887, under the leadership of Brother 
Mavity, the members felt the need of a church home. 
A building was started at the corner of South Center 
and South Street where the present church now 
stands. J. C. Quinn burned the brick used in it at 
cost and Phillip Voorhees did the carpentry work as 
he had time. In the spring of 1888 the building was 
completed. 

Through sunshine and shadow for 26 years the 
little brick church served its membership. By 1914 
the need fas felt for a larger church and the corner
stone was laid for the present church, June 18, 1914. 

This building has been in use continuously since 
that time except for a couple of months in 1954 when 
a fire damaged the building and the Presbyterian , 
Church very graciously invited us to worship with 
them. Our minister, Mr. Whipple, filled the pulpit 
as the Presbyterian was without a minister a t this 
time. 

Today we are grateful to those struggling pioneers 
who by their sacrifices and hard work started one 
of the churches in Flora which has continued to serve 
the community throughout the years. 

OLD GERMAN BAPTIST BRETHREN 
The beginning of this congregation was that of the 

Lower Deer Creek organization; for that is where the 
first settlers were. 

In 1834 John Moyer Sr. [Myer), Kaye Wise records 
Flora date 1829 or 1830, a minister in 2nd degree, 
moved from Lower Deer Creek territory to 11/2 miles 
southeast of Flora. In that year (1834) Deer Creek 
and Bachelor Run were organized into two districts. 
John Moyer, Sr. (Myer) was ordained elder, John 
Flora, Sr. [who started the town of Flora) was elect ed 
deacon. The Bachelor Run territory took in most of 
Carroll County, extending west and northwest into 
White County and eas t into Howard County. A log 
church house was built in 1835 at Pikes Peak, a cross 
road 1/2 mile east of the south edge of Flora. In 1854 
a church house was built % mile northwest of this 
one. 

In 1880 Bachelor Run was one of the strongest con
gregations in the state, 350 members with a strong 
official body. At the 1881 separation, 126 members 
s tood with The Old German Baptist Brethren. Of
ficials were Elders Jacob Flora (younger brother of 
Flora who started town), Abraham Flora (son of John 
Flora who started town and Elder J. F. Flora's father) 
and Abraham J. Flora 2nd degree (Elder Jacob's son). 

Deacons were Christian Eikenberry (Jake's father and 
Monroe's grandfather), Jonas Flora (son of John Flora 
who started town) and John Kingery [Lenna Bower
man's father, Chas. Bowerman's grandfather). 

July 14, 1882, the lot between east Columbia and 
east Main Streets was purchased of Abraham Flora 
and wife, $200.00 for two acres, recorded by Christo
pher Eikenberry, Jonas Flora, John Kingery. In 1883 
the present Old German Baptist church house was 
built by Philip Voorhees of Flora. He also built the 
Deer Creek church house. A basement was put under 
the church house in 1947. 

When the church house was built in Flora, Elder 
Jacob Flora furnished big poplar logs to make seats 
and tables. They are still in use. 

ELIAS SHIVELY RELATES HISTORICAL 

EVENTS OF FLORA 

(This article was printed in The Hoosier Democrat, 
October 25, 1941.) 

Elias Shively, 82, local resident, is perhaps as well 
versed on this city's history as any other man. In 
a talk with the Democrat reporter Monday he re
viewed how he lived on a farm now owned by Ed 
Eller north of Flora at the time the railroad passed 
through here and at the time the first house w as 
built by Mr. Butcher. He states that the second was 
built by Simon Lape and the third by Mat Salisbury. 
The first store was owned and operated by "Daddy" 
Shoemaker. Mr. Shively's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Shively, were among the pioneer residents of 
this part of Carroll County. 

These bits of information we1·e supplied by Charles 
W. Hinkle when he talked at Flora Rotary Club 
and a part of his t_alk was published in the Hoosier 
Democrat. 

In 1895 his father purchased a butcher shop at 
Bringhurst and moved his family (then five) in a cara
van of wagons and buggies. 

At that time Bringhurst had a population of 655 
and there were 23 business establishments. He listed 
the following ones: 

Bill Smith, woodwork shop; Herman Barteski, 
blacksmith shop; J. H. "Hood" Coplen, saw mill and 
lumber company; Metsker & Crume [Jeff Metsker 
and Doll Crume), wagons and buggies; Joe Riggle, 
hardware; Dug Owens, a Negro who operated a bar
ber shop. 

Also, Alf Clem, barber shop and restaurant; Lon 
Gerhold, blacksmith shop; A. B. Cohee, general store 
and an elevator; Dave Miller, drug store and whiskey; 
Tidrick's General store and post office; Bent Rether
ford, tile shed; Charles Goddard, stave factory; J. W. 
Hinkle, butcher shop ; John Q. Miller, hotel and livery 
barn. 

Also, Henderson, wood shop and caskets; Tuck 
Unroe's father, shoe cobbler; Beecher Parker, restau
rant; Charles Thomas, cane and sorghum mill; three 
doctors, Henry Carter, Tidrick and Dr. Jackson. 
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Centennia( Jnc. 
FLORA, INDIANA 

DeVere Hoffman and Richard Leiter, Co-Chairmen 
Geneva Harmon, Secretary 

1872 · ..... . 

CENTENNIAL BOOK 
Frank Loudon, Chairman 
Opal Loudon 

ANTIQUE SHOW COMMITTEE 
Charles Harter, Co-Chairman 
Goldie Harter, Co-Chairman 
Oscar Rohrabaugh 

FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE 
Bill Adams, Ch airman 
Joyce Adams Dale Zinn 
JoAnn Miller Tom Gibson 
Gerald Harmon Jim Keyes 
Dude Hardt Webb Miller 
Bill Kearns Walter Allen 

SIDE WALK DAYS COMMITTEE 
Tom Ayres, Co-Chairman 
Beverly Ayres, Co-Chairman 
Joyce Sparks Jim Payne 

QUEEN CONTEST COMMITTEE 
Connie Collins, Co-Chairman 
Fred Collins, Jr., Co-Chairman 
Phyllis Trapp Barney Sparks 
Fred Trapp Howard McGill 
Lowell Craft Ava McGill 
Mona Craft Nina Rinehart 
Annabelle Sparks 

PARADE COMMITTEE 
Bill Mann, Co-Chairman 
Susan Mann, Co-Chairman 
John Marvin Jerry Garrison 
Janice Marvin Sonia Garrison 
David Mills Don Driggs 
Phyllis Mills Marijo Driggs 
Dale Freeman John Bickel 
Angela Freeman Susan Bickel 

SQUARE DANCE COMMITTEE 
Laurel Maxwell, Co-Chairman 
Lola Mae Harmon, Co-Chairman 
Virgil Maxwell Don Willy 
Junior Harmon Jean Willy 
Martha Trapp Melvin Victor 
Charles Viney Maxine Victor 

RECEPTION FOR JEAN DIXON 
Carroll Stout, Chairman 
Mary Lee Stout Joan Jackson 
Martha Hoffman Jane Kearns 
Evelyn Leiter Frances McGill 
Joan Moss Elaine Smith 

Adolph Haines, Treasurer 

. . COMMITTEES 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
Gerald Clingenpeel, Chairman 
Glenn Clingenpeel 
Beulah Dunkin Kenneth Callane 
Marie Clark Jean Gu yer 

QUILT COMMITTEE 
Nettie Lou Phillipy, Chairman 
Goldie Harter 

BEARD AND MUSTACHE 
COMMITTEE 

Don Craft, Co-Chairman 
Emerson McKinley, Co-Chairman 
Steve Mills ' Dan Bishop 
Mike Bishop Eddie Angle 

STAGING AREA COMMITTEE 
Dick Ayres, Chairman 
Norman Beck Eldo Beahm 
Ed Hamilton Ernie Sylvester 

AIRPORT COMMITTEE 
Keith Sisson, Chairman 
Frank Loudon 
Jean Smith 
Cullan Eikenberry 

PONY PULLING CONTEST 
Meredith Hardt, Chairman 
Kent Montgomery 
Saddle Club Members 

VESPER SERVICE AND SATURDAY 
NIGHT GOSPEL SING 

Carroll Stout , Co-Chairman 
Mary Lee Stout, Co-Chairman 
James Kutz Gene Bell 
Janalie Robeson 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Adolph Haines, 
Delene Haines 
M. E. Jackson 
Joan Jackson 

PAGEANT 

Chairman 

Robert Stephan 
Bonnie Stephan 

Robert Rieffel, Co-Chairman 
Karen Rieffel, Co-Chairman 
Beulah Harter 
Pauline Eikenberry 
Martha Hoffman 
Jean Guyer Howard Parks 

AMATEUR RADIO 
Dick Curts, Chairman 

.. 1972 

HORSESHOE PITCHING 
Gerald Harmon, Chairman 
Dale Shonk Corwin Heffner 

CROQUET CONTEST 
Dale Zinn, Chairman 
Jerry Reinke 

KIDS GAMES AND CONTESTS 
Tom Gibson, Chairman 
Bud Mcilrath Bob Sines 
Jack Gillam Dave Driggs 

BLACK POWDER SHOOT 
James Keyes, Chairman 
John Ayres 

OLD TIMER DAYS 
Webb Miller, Co-Chairman 
JoAnn Miller, Co-Chairman 
Keith Sisson Elaine Smith 
Eva Sisson Jack Payne 
Jean Smith Doris Payne 

OLD MACHINERY 
Bill Kearns, Chairman 
Mike Hoffman Laurel Booth 

OLD EXHIBITS 
Blanche Loy, Chairman 
Quester Club 

FIREWORKS 
Walter Allen, Chairman 
Carl Draper 
Flora Fire Department Members 

CONCESSIONS - RIDES 
Tom Adams, Chairman 
Judy Adams 

ANTIQUE CARS 
Barry Wheeler, Chairman 

TRAFFIC, PARKING AND 
GUARD DUTY 

Don Clingenpeel, Chairman 
Harry Humphrey 
Civil Defense 

SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE 
Orville Howard, Chairman 

LOUD SPEAKING EQUIPMENT 
Norman Beck, Chairman 

PUBLICITY 
All Moss, Co-Chairman 
Jennifer Archibald, Co-Chairman 



DELPHI EXPOSITION, SUMMER OF 1934 

L toR: Billie Fraser, Galen L. Parks, George Northcutt, Bunnie Siple, Bi ll Hawkins. 

FLORA COUSINS: Sara (Flora) Angle, Ethel Replogle Dekker, Merle 
Spitler, Carrie Flora Bowerman, Elva Replogle, Orpha Flora Brower. 

Howard Parks, left 
Barney McCune, right 
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Fear Jaques Co., on the Railroad 

Rolla Flora, Howard Flora, Clint Flora, 
Norman Flora. 

Ed McKinley, Kenneth Knapp, Dana Brower- World War II 
on Guam. 

Ed Voorhees, May 30, 1932 



\ · v 

Ruins of fire where Bright National Bank now stands. Frame house former home of Dr. Lyons; brick home former 
home of Rev. and Mrs. Frank Collier. 

• . . ........ . . . ... , . . .... . ..... .. ~·.<f"r-!'1, 

Dredge that went through Little Batchelor. Many, many years ago. 

L/1 



Top: Gene Brown, Hazel Sieber Cripe, Josephine Voorhees Mitchell, Fred Wheeler, Lena Pullen Burns, Don Gasaway. 
Middle: Neva Ferguson Hundley, Alice Benham, Agatha Wheeler, Solomen Wickand, Fern Ramsburger, Royce 
Myer, Gladys Flora Pearson. Lower Row: Meredith Dunkin, Earl Wik le, Clarence Wi les. Class of 1916, Cast of 
Senior Class Play. 

L to R: Clark Gwinn, Dave Niccum, Miles Jordon, Everman, Abe Packer, Parson, John Tidrick, Wm. Salsbery, Guy 
Cromer, Jep Sm ith, John Dudley. Boy in dress is Lock Cook. Looking across from D. E. Cripe Co. 



Josiah and Betty Boone 

Works done ... time for 1915 picture 

Noah Flora, George Flora, Maurice Flora, Sarah Flora, 
Clarence Flora, Carl Flora, Cora Flora Sibbitt, Susie 
Flora Landes. 

South Center Street in Flora 
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Top: Irvin Frank, Russell Ratcliff, Edgar Krauss, Art Zimmerman, Vern Ferguson, Lawrence Hinton, Wayne Smith, 
Donovan Beck. Seated: Harold Baker, Clyde Bonebake, John Weaver, Burnel l Keyes, Emil Devinney. 

Wesley Quinn, High Colvin, Jesse Overholser. Now Douglass Studio. 



IT WAS A SAD .. 

SAD DAY IN 

FLORA ... 

City Building Front Yard Burial 

Attracts Large Group of Mourners 

at Last Rites of Razor 

THE PALLBEARERS ... 

Kneeling: Em McKinley, Jerry 

Reinke 

Standing: Mike Bishop, Dan 

Bishop, Ed Angle, Steve Mills, 

Don Craft 



G .0 L D E N - T E N S T 0 C K CERTIFICATE CLUB 
This printed page is to verify that all persons and businesses listed below have purchased ten (10 ) or more 

shares of stock and are registered stockholders of record of the Flora Centennial, Inc., as of April 17, 1972. 

MR. & MRS. CECIL ADAMS 

TOM ADAMS 

WALTER & LA DONNA ALLEN 

ALLEN SHELL SERVICE STATION 

ANGEL HILL GOLF COURSE 

ED & BEVERLEY AN GLE 

AYRES OIL CO. 

CLAYTON F. AYRES 

TOM AYRES 

MRS. WILLIAM H. AYRES 

BECK'S FURNITURE 

A. D. BISHOP 

DICK N. BISHOP 

JOE BRIGGS 

BRIGHT NATIONAL BANK 

BRIM CONCRETE 

JOHN BRIM 

ROLLA BRIM 

IRA BRUBAKER 

VON A. BURTON 

JANE BUSH 

JAY BUSH 

JENNIFER BUSH 

RANDY BUSH 

DR. & MRS. JOHN A. BUSH 

HERBERT CAMPBELL 

CARROLL LUMBER & SUPPLY 

CARTER FUNERAL HOME 

MR. & MRS. FRED CLAWSON 

MR. & MRS. RICHARD H. COOK 

MR. & MRS. C. LOWELL CRAFT 

MR. & MRS. DON CRAFT 

EVERETT CRIPE 

D. E. CRIPE & CO. 

DIMITT & SON 

GENEVA EIKENBERRY EDWARDS 

CHARLES & MARY EIKENBERRY 

CULLAN EIKENBERRY 

VERA EIKENBERRY 

MR. & MRS. BASIL ELLER 

MR. & MRS. HAROLD ELLER 

ESSERMAN TIRE SERVICE 

MELVIN & MARY FISHER 

RICHARD FITZER 

FLORA AUTOMOTIVE 

FLORA CHRYSLER- PLYMOUTH 

FLORA PACKAGE LIQUOR STORE 

JOHN H. FLORA 

DALE FREEMAN 

JACK & ROBERTA GILLAM 

MIL TON & ANN GRAHAM 

ARLENE MANN 

BILL MANN 

HOWARD & AVA McGILL 

EMERSON McKINLEY 

MILLS & VELLA McKINLEY 

DR. BRUCE MEYER 

MR. & MRS. WEBB MILLER 

NORTH AMERICAN ROCKWELL 

GREEN TREE FEEDS JOE C. NORTHCUTT 

MR. & MRS. THOMAS GRONINGER GLENN & MARY OYLER 

PAUL GUISE 

MR. & MRS. ADOLPH HAINES 

MR. & MRS. JERRY HAMMOND 

MR. & MRS. C. J. HARMON 

MR. & MRS. CARL R. HAHN 

HOWARD PARKS 

PAYNE'S PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY 

RALPH PEARSON 

PIONEER HI-BRED, INC. 

PRAFKA & WILLIAMS 

HANAWAY PLUMBING & HEATI NG MR. & MRS. ELDEN PRESSLER 

HARRY & MARTHA HANAWAY MR. & MRS. WILLIAM H. REMLEY 

MARY & RUSSELL HANAWAY 

JORETTA HARMON 

JOYCE HARMON 

HEI NOLD COMMODITIES 

WM. L. HELVIE, HOUSE MOVER 

CHAS. H ENDRICKSON 

DEVERE & MARTHA HOFFMAN 

GREGORY HOFFMAN 

FRED HUMES 

PETE & JOAN JACKSON 

MR. & MRS. BYRON JERVIS 

JOHN'S DINING ROOMS 

CARL & INA JOHNSON 

JAMES L. JOHNSON 

HEATH W. JONES 

ROBERT H. JU LIUS 

HILDA KEARNS 

CARL Kl NGERY 

MR. & MRS. ROBERT KINZER 

W ILLIAM LANTZ 

LOIS LEDMAN 

LEITER-REINKE FUNERAL HOME 

RICHARD LEITER 

MR. & MRS. FRANK LOUDON 

MANN CHEVROLET- BUICK, INC. 

MR. & MRS. RICHARD MANN 

VADA ROSKUSKI 

DOROTHY RYAN 

MR. & MRS. F. K. SISSON 

MR. & MRS. JACK R. SMITH 

JEAN B. SMITH 

LUCILLE SM ITH 

JOYCE SPARKS 

STEPHAN 'S IGA 

CARROLL STOUT 

MARY L. STOUT 

THE STOUT AGENCY, INC. 

MR. & MRS. LLOYD TRENT 

BILL TINSMAN 

TRIANGLE FEED CORP. 

TH E B. M . WHEELER FAMILY 

BILL WILLIAMS & FAMILY 

MRS. VIRGINIA WILSON 

WISLER ELECT RIC 

YEAGER & SULLIVAN 

MR. & MRS. DEAN A. YODER 

ZINN KITCH ENS 

ZINN MANUFACTURING 

MR. & MRS. CLEATUS ZOOK 

WAYNE ZOOK 

D. A. ALLEN MOBIL SERVICE STATION CARROLL COUNTY FARM BUREAU CO-OP 



FLORA IS A 

GREAT TOWN 

- ESPECIALLY 

DURING 

CENTENNIAL 

TIME I 

Left to Right: 

MARTHA HANAWAY 

LA DONNA ALLEN 

EDA TRENT 

IT'S A PLEASANT 
CHANGE . .. 
FROM MINI TO 
MAXI 

Left to Right: 

MARTHA HOFFMAN 

CONNIE COLLI NS 

JANE ANN CRAFT 

tf7 



Ready for the 

Centennial Balli 

Left to Right: 

SUSAN MANN 

LINDA BISHOP 

ELAIN E BISHOP 

JOYCE SPARKS 

Flora Centennials' 

Own Radio Station 

. . . K9EFY 

Operated by Richard 

Curts, promoting t he 

Centennial across 

the Nation. 



Brief Histories of Flora Businesses 
J-ANN DRESS SHOP 

The J-Ann Dress Shop was originated by Elsie Foster on Mru·ch 
15, 1947. It was located at 7 S. Center Street in .Flora in a room rented 
from Mr. Gil Haines. She named it after two of her grandchildren. 
She was owner and manager for ll years, 8 months when she sold it 
to .Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Price on November 10, I958. 

On August IS, I%I Mark Briggs and Ralph Sparks purchased the 
store and were co-owners for I year, 7¥2 months, at which time Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Sparks purchased Mark's interest on April I, I963. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sparks purchased a building at 3 W. Main and fully 
remodeled it. On December 20, I970 they moved to their new location 
>l'ith the help of many wonderful friends and family. 

Hl\FFNER'S 5¢ & 10¢ STORE 
Haffner's 5¢ to $1.00 Store located at 39 South Center St., Flora, 

Ind., has served local people for over 25 years, offering a complete 
line of toys, notions and ready to wear merchandise. Haffner's is one 
of a chain of stores, operated by Haffner's Stores, Inc. which has 
stores in several cities and towns in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and 
Ohio, with the main offices at Garrett, Indiana with Mr. D. L. Haffner, 
President, A. L. Neilsen, General Manager. Mrs. Alta Morris has 
served as Manager of the local store for the past 12 years. 

COLLINS CONSTRUCTION CO. 
Fred Collins Builders, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Collins, Sr., 

has been in the general contracting business for the past 25 years. 
In the earlier years, work consisted of remodeling barns, pouring feed
ing floors and laying foundations for homes and commercial buildings. 
In later years some of our achievements have been constructing the 
Pirates Roost Hotel and the beach concession on Lake Freeman, the 
H. & S. cru· wash, interior remodeling on the Essex wire building, , 
the Star Wire Products Co. building owned by the Flora Community 
Club and several additions to the Stephen A. Yow1g Corp. buildings. 
Most recently the firm purchased the original Flora railroad depot 
at which time it was moved and remodeled to house the present Mon
roe Coin Laundry. 

During our 25 years we have employed as many as 15 and presently 
have three employees including our son Joseph L., manager. During 
the summer months the firm operates the concession and campground 
at Roth Park Beach on Lake Freeman. 

CLAWSON'S REGAL BLOSSOMS 
Clawson's Regal Blossom Shop, Helen Briggs Clawson, owner, was 

formally opened on March 20, 1971. Mrs. Clawson, who trained at 
Purdue University, provides Flora with flowe1·s, both fresh and arti
ficial, for all occasions from baby christenings to funeral arrange
ments. Her wedding service also includes catering. 

In the center of the flower shop is a beautiful fowllain which was 
donated to Mrs. Clawson by her friends. Arow1d the fountain is a 
flower bed. Many permanent arrangements are kept in the shop and 
anything in the flower line can be made to order, including planters 
and terrariums. 

Prior to the time that Mr. Fred Clawson remodeled the building 
for his wife's flower shop and joined it to Clawson's Regal Grocery 
Store, the building hottsed a dress shop owned in turn by Elsie Foster, 
Mrs. Lawrence Price and Joyce Sparks; an electrical shop operated 
by Spa1·ks and Jordan; and a clothing store owned first by Arthur 
Holub and later by High and Ed Colvin. 

DR. ELLER 
After attending school in Modesto Junior College, Modesto, Gali

fomia for 2 years, Dr. Eller received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Indiana Un.iversity in I965. He was graduated from the Indiana Uni
versity School of Medicine 1%9 and served an internship in Ball 
Memorial Hospital in Muncie. 

April 20, I970 he reopened the office at 115 North Center Street, 
which had been built by Dr. Max Adams and later occupied by Dr. 
Cru·los Amaya. Mi·s. Max Mullendore, who had sened both Dr. Adams 
and Dr. Amaya, was retained in the office and worked as Dr. Eller's 
first receptionist and assistant. Since that time his employees have 
included Miss Nancy Baker, Mrs. Joyce Adams, Mi·s. Carolyn Bordner 
Riker, Miss Marlene Mullendore, Mrs. Shirley Wagoner, Miss Susan 
McGill and Mrs. Arlene Eller. 

STEPHANS IGA FOODLINER 
On October 9, 1958, the Robert Stephans bought Burnham's IGA 

grocery store which was located across from the Community Pru·k in 
Flora. (The Canoll Consolidated School Corpo1·ation Ad:Jninistration 
Offices ru·e in the building at the presen t time). After remodeling and 
redecorating the stme, its name was changed to the IGA Roundup. 
Then on November 10, 1958, Bob and Bonn.ie Stephan and their 
th1·ee children, Gary, Cindy, and Trent, moved from Peru, Indiana, 
to Flora to operate the business. Having outgrown the original build
ing, iq 1964 the Stephans acquired the properties of the Flora Produce 
Co. and the Shirar Feed Co. at the corner of Walnut and Center 
Streets. The old, dese1'1ed buildings were demolished, and a very 
modern and attractive building and a large parking lot were erected 
on the site. On September 13, 1964, the present Stephan's IGA Food
liner, one of the most modem and attractive supermarkets in the area, 
was opened for business. 

HANAWAY PLUMBING AND HEATING 
On January I, I947, we purchased the Earl C. Smith Plumbing and 

Heating business at 19 W. Main Street. On January, 194-8, we pur
chased our present location from Russell Talbert and we used this 
building for a warehouse and in 1949 moved our office and shop to 
44 South Center. In I965 we remodeled and built on our warehouse 
at 122 W. Columbia and took on the dealership for the Williamson 
Fumace and Gould pumps. In 1968 we incorporated the business as 
Hanaway Plumbing ru1d Heating and continued to do business under 
that name. 

HELVIE HOUSE MOVING 
At the turn of the centuq , William R. Helvie and his cousin, 

Reuban, came from Muncie, Ind. to Flora to begin moving houses. It 
was not long tmtil Reuban sold his interest to William. The moving 
dollies LLsed in moving houses were hand made from gum wood. The 
building would be moved by the use of a horse powered capstan 
(winch). Several l10uses on S. Center Street were moved to S. Division 
at this time. 

C. Edwru·d Helvie began working fo r his father, William, at the 
eru-ly age o( I2 yeru·s and continued moving buildings until his 
sudden death in 1952. Ed, as he was known, pioneered the three 
point method of moving a house with all steel moving dollies. During 
this era, this business was known as Helvie Brother 's. Edward did 
the moving and ]ames Walter, his brother, did the masonry work, 
until the 1950's. All sizes of frrune bui ldings, including two and three 
story houses were moved. The house at I2 E. Vine Street, where Mrs. 
C. E. Helvie now li ves, had been moved there from the corner of 
Division Street and E. 'Columbia. 

A few months after the death of his father Edward, William L. 
took over the business. He and his b rother, John, had worked with 
their father dming the summer months while t hey were in high school. 
Advancing with the times, the firm began using pnewnatic tire moving 
dollies. Around 4.0-50 builcUngs are moved each year. One 150,000 
gallon wate1· tank at RCA Monticello has been moved two times. 
There ru·e two houses in Lafayelte that have been each moved five 
times. Several frame churches, four t1·ain depots, including the one 
in Flora, and log houses to be restored, are among the different types 
of moving being done. In 1969 an iron truss 125 ft. bridge was moved 
h-om near Greentown to Carroll County Meridian Rd. and was placed 
over Deer Creek, near Camden. Also, that year a story and a half 
brick house was moved in Lafayette. The farthest a builcling was 
moved was 85 miles. Mr. Helvie employs two full-time employee's, 
Marvin Gibson, who has worked since 1951, and Edward Lillibridge, 
who has been employed since I 960. Mr. Helvies' two sons, Tom and 
Terry, have worked the past five summers. 

There are several similar businesses in Indiana, but this being the 
only one in this area. 

WASON INSURANCE AGENCY 
On February I, 1955 George M. and Helen M. Wason purchased 

the Carter Insurance Agency from Jack Carter. The Agency was 
operated by George M. Wason until his death on February 11, I962. 
At that time Helen M. Wason assumed the agency and has operated 
it since. At the time of acquisition the office was located within the 
Bright National Bank hut in February, 1966, it was moved to 15 No1·th 
Cen ter St., its present location. 

Lf9 
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MANN CHEVROLET -BUICK, INC. 

Having graduated from Cutler High School in 1926 Hoyte Mann 
was employed by J. M. Wheeler & Sons, local Ford dealer, as a 
janitor and car washer, later as a salesman and then as a salesman 
for Lee Chevrolet Sales. 

Hoyle Mann and Henry Eaton bought the Lee Chevrolet Sales on 
January 26, 1931. The firm was given the name Mann-Eaton Chevrolet 
Co. This being an unusual name it appeared in Ripley's Believe It or 
Not in 1934. 

With a bookkeeper and two mechanics, this firm sold 90 new 
Chevrolets in 1931. Due to the depression in 1932 they sold 25 
plfssenger cars and 10 trucks. In 1937 they started to sell Buick along 
with Chevrolet. 

During World War ll the automobile indust1·y produced war rna· 
teriul and there wasn't any merchandise available for dealers. There
fore, this finn l1ad an auction in 1942. l.t was during this year that 
the name Mann Chevrolet Co. was acquired after Hoyle Mann bought 
the interest of Hem y Eaton. 

Mann Chevrolet Co. operated from the room at 14 W. Columbia 
Su·eet which had been purchased from Roy Good, until 1946 when 
they moved to their newly built building at their present location, 
llO S. Center Street. 

Richard Maru1 joined the organization in 1946 after returning from 
duty in World War II. In 1958 Charles W. "Bill" Mann joined the 
organization after returni ng from military duty. After a few years 
experience, Bill attended the Chevrolet School at Detroit, Michigan. 

With continued growth through the years it became necessary to 
expand by buying lots across the street and next to their present 
location. Dwellings were removed from these lots and they were con· 
verted to car lots. Also, Hoyte Mann and Richard Mann purchased the 
building located at 713 E. Columbia Street from Homer Cripe to • 
be used as a body repair and used car reconditioning shop. Later, 
lots and building west of this location were purchased from J ack 
Voorhees. These lots being used for new car lots. 

The firm was incorporated in 1947 and acquired the name Mrum 
Chev1·olet-Buick, Inc. in 1970. 

.Presently, Mann Chevrolet-Buick, Inc. has an annual new car sales 
exceeding 500 units, average of over 700 used units, gross sales of near 
$3,000,000.00 and employs 31 people with an annual payroll over 
$300,000.00. 

Allhough this fi1·m is loc<Lted in a small communi ty it is one of 
the outstanding Chevrolet dealerships in Indiana. 

BRIM GRAVEL TRANSIT MIX CO., INC. 
In 1923 Mr. Irvin Brim engaged in the g ravel business. The product 

at that time was sold mainly to the county for road work. He was 
in the business until 1945 when Mr. Rolla Brim, his son, took over 
and erected a processing plant. In 1946 his son, John Brim 
joined hi m in a pa1·tnership forming Brim Gravel Company. The 
business was incorporated in January of 1950 under the name of 
Brim Gravel Transit Mix Co., Inc. At this time the addition of 
ready mixed concrete was added. Mr. Gene Brim joined the business 
as a stockholder in 1950. The business was expanded to include a 
ready mix plant at Monticellq, Ind. in the fall of 1950. In 1956 a 
third concrete plant was erected at Remmington, Ind. and Mr. Joe 
Briggs j oined the corporation. This plant was later sold and a plant 
erected in Delphi, Indiana. In 1963 the business added precast concrete 
products fo1· agricultural use. In the past twenty-Jive years, the full 
time employment has gone from three to twenty, \vith part time help 
in the summer months of around ten more. 

DOUGLASS STUDIO 
The J ack Douglass Studio located at 19 W. Main St. was started 

by Jack Douglass in 1960 as a part Lime Photo Service. At that time 
he did cru1did wedding and newspaper photography for the most part. 

In 1964 he began to do studio type Portraits in a room above the 
Hoosier Democrat. 

In 1967 the present location was purchased from Earl C. Smith and 
the studio was moved there in July of that year. 

After selling another business in March 1969, the studio has been 
operated as a full time business doing Portrait, Wedding, and Com
mercial Photography. 

CARROLL LUMBER & SUPPLY CO. 
Carroll Lumber & Supply Co., formerly the Voorhees Lumber Co., 

was built in the year of 1901 at the same location, 28 West Columbia 
St., as it now stands. 

At that time it was a 80' x 120' building and sold native and south
ern lumber. 

In Feb. 1902 a store was built and some hardware, nails, and glass 
were stocked. 

Deliveries were made by horses and wagon until a chain driven 
truck with hard rubber tires and no cab was bought. It was one of 
the first in the area. 

Then lumber became available by railroad, and it was shipped in 
of the lumber in the lumber yard today comes from the same states 
from Washington, Oregon, California, Canada, and Louisiana. Most 
plus Arkansas which is trucked in by semi-trailers. 

Box can in those days hauled 17,000 to 19,000 sq. fee t of lumber. 
Tod<Ly they haul 50,000 sq. ft. per car, and it's unloaded by a fork 
lift truck then banded and stored. 

Carroll Lumber & Supply Co. covers Carroll, White, Cass, Howard, 
Clinton and Tippecanoe Cow1ties. Some of the finest homes and farm 
buildings have been built in these counties. 

In April, 1966 one of the finest show rooms in the area was opened. 
Showing and stocking 500 to 800 sheets of paneling, 1,000 to 1,200 
gallons of paint, hardware and millwork for contractors, carpenters, 
painters and tbe do-it-yourselfers. 

We have come a long way in 70 years, and hope to continue to 
grow and serve Flora and the Community for years to come. 

THE HOOSIER DEMOCRAT 
The Hoosier Democrat published its first issue on September 18, 

1897, and 'vill observe its 75th anniversary of publication on that 
date in 1972. 

F. A. Moss, the editor and~ publisher in 1897, was the grandfather 
of the present owner, Alfred L. Moss. In the first issue he said, "This 
will be a Democratic paper in the camp of the enemy." 

Ashwell Lynn Moss, who was 11 when the first issue was published, 
helped with its prepa1·ation. His career at the newspaper continued 
nntil his retirement in J uly, 1963. He had become the editor following 
the death of his father in August, 1916. 

Alfred Moss joined his fa ther at the office in June 1949 and became 
a partner several years later before becoming the sole owner at his 
father's retirement. 

The Moss family has not held continuous ownership of the paper. 
Other owners through the years included Chester A. Keyes, Noah E. 
Mayhill, Bert Mayhill and Burr R. Keyes. 

Since 1909, when F. A. Moss & Son re-purchased the paper, the 
Democrat has been in the same location. The first office was in the 
Myer and Eaton and Krauss and Co. building. The present home 
was the site of Nobes Drug Store before the Democrat moved there. 

Ashwell Moss a11d his mother were co-owners from F. A. Moss' 
death until 1931 when Ashwell became the sole owner. 

Many people have been employed at the office through the past 75 
years - probably the best known were Cecil "Ding" Hendrix and 
"Swy" Honecker, both members of the famous Flora-Bringhurst 
Union baseball team along with Ashwell Moss. 

DAY'S HARDWARE 
On April 26, 1945 we purchased the fo rmer Earl Smith Hardware, 

and 1 moved my wife Ethel, and sons Dale and Dean to Flora, coming 
here from South Bend, Ind. 

The following year we put in new Hardware fixtures, they being the 
fi1·st commercial fixtures made by Orman Zinn. Again in 1969 we 
added new fixtures. 

We added a complete line of gifts and housewares, and thru the 
years continued to sell Skel Gas Service, Kurfees P aints and Speed 
Queen Washers. 

The store was sold to Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Ayres in March, 1972. 
Phil Ayres also became associated with the store. 

HARRY JONES, D.D.S. 
The office was opened in November, 1968, for the practice of 

general dentistry. 
Bill Mann was the first paying patient. 
In January, 1971, Dr. Jones lost par t of his left thumb and was 

out of the office for about three and one-half months. Dr. Ron J ohn· 
ston, who is now practicing in Indianapolis, took over in his absence. 



Brief Histories of Flora Businesses .. 
FLORA PRODUCE COMPANY 

The Flora Produce Company opened for business April 16, 1917 in 
the Wilson Building which fronted on both Mai'll and Wal nut Streets 
anti near the spot where the fire station now stands. Guy Kenrick, who 
was employed by Fcar-Jaques Company for 14 years, the last five as 
foreman, and Bert Miller started the firm. Mr. Kenr ick was manager 
an~ Reid Burns was assistant manager. The company dealt in buying 
ahd shipping poultry, both live and dressed, eggs, butter and hides. 

George Wagoner was its first customer. 
During the summer and fa ll poul try season, one or two l ive poultry 

cars were shipped via the railroads to New York each week. 
' April 11, 1917, Mr. Kenrick and Mr. Miller had purchased a lot 
lrom R. W. Perry, j ust across the street h om where they opened 
I he new business. This lot was just west of t he sales room of the 
Carroll County Overland Company on West Walnut St. In June 
erection was started on a new two story build·ing on th is lot. 

April 11, 1922, Articles of Incorporation were filed wi th the secre
tary of State by wh ich the Flora Produce Company took over the 
Fear-J aques Company poultry house which stood along the railroad 
tracks in the 200 block of North Center St. The concern had been in 
business in Flora for 10 years. The new business being capi talized 
at 30,000 named Guy Kenr ick of Flora, Bert Miller of Frankfort and 
0. P. Campbell of T ipton as the inc01·poration officers. 

Other stockholders were Reid Burns, W. C. Jaques, Olive Moore, 
Carl Fear and Wil bert Kenrick. Guy Kenrick was named manager. 

A new three story building was stal"led in J une of 1922 on the lot 
adjacent to the other building on a 60x120 foot lot Mr. Kenrick and 
Mr. Miller had recently purchased from Mrs. M. J. Kitzmiller. A 
third story was added to the older building and the completecl build· 
ing had a fu ll basemen t. A modern cold storage pJan t was installed. 

The Fear-Jaques Company Building was used for storage until 
it was sold to mith Construction Company in 1935. 

During the war years eggs were shipped from this plant to England 
as well as to many army camps in this country. Dressed poultry was 
shipped to both the l~ast and West Coasts to be exported for use in 
1 he war zones. 

Jn 19·10 the firm pu rchased the Flora Electric Hatchery on South 
Center treet from Phi l Endress and J ohn McGill. The name was 
changed to Flora Produce Hatchery. All equipment was replaced with 
the most modern that could be secured. Lee Ulrey who had been 
employed at the Produce since July 5, 1921, was named manager of 
this division. The business remained in operation until October 1964 
when the buildi ng was sold to the Flora Masonic Lodge. 

On April 18, 1942, the 25th anniversary was celebrated by payi ng 
ont 1200 silver dollars. This was the most silver that had been in 
circulation in this community at one time and brought forth many 
comments. 

In 1961 after serving the farmers in this area for 44 year s, the 
business was closed and the corporation was d issolved. This building 
and the lot west where the Commercial Hotel had once stood were 
sold and the build ing was dismantled. The I.G.A. Store was erected 
on these lots. 

ALLEGIANCE WIRE COMPANY, INC. 
Allegiance Wire Company was incorpomted on August 16, 1971. 

Previous'ly known as Star Wire, this activity was fo rmerly owned 
by American Wi re Products Co., Inc. of Muncie, Indiana. 

The current owners, Keith MacA. Stewart and Donald G. Hewitt 
were, prior to this venture, employed by a midwest mre products con
cern as Vice President Sales and Chief Engineer respectively. 

Allegiance Wire fabrica tes wire products to customer blue print 
specifica tions. While this in itself is not too unique, the owners 
founded and operate their company on the philosophy of providing 
their customers a quality product with prompt and cour teous service. 

The plant itself, located at the intersection of S. Willow and Clark 
"trcets, is of modest size, yet is fully equi pped to meet the require· 

ments of a l arge var iety of thei~· active or potential customers. Eq uip
ment includes a number of different type resistance welders, "T" 
and " Bull" welders, presses, straighteners, ring machi ne, load carry
ing equ ipment, etc. 

Allegiance Wire Co., Inc. is very pleased to be part of the friendly 
and progressive Flora community and joins with all other in con· 
gratu lating flora on the occasion of its centennial yeru· celebration. 

HEINOLD HOG MARKET AND 
HEINOLD COMMODITIES 

Heinold Hog Market, Inc. was started with one country buying 
station in Kouts, Indiana in 1950. The Heinold Company now oper· 
ates 50 markets buying hogs from over 100,000 producers in six 
states. In 1970, Heinold bought and sold over 3,200,000 hogs. 

Today, more than 85 packers from New York to Florida, and from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, rely on Heinold for a portion of their 
hog kill. 

Heinold has four di vision sales offices of which Flora, Indiana is 
one. The other offices are located in Kouts, Indiana, Galva, illinois 
and Grove City, Ohi o. 

The manager of the Flora office is Ralph Hanna, who has been with 
the Heinold Company since 1957. 

Heinold Commodities, Inc. was founded by Heinold Hog MaTket 
and at present main tains 53 branch offices throughout the U.S. 

f?lom, Indiana is one of these branch offices and is managed by 
Pau] Schrader. Mr. Schrader has been w.ith Heinold since 1955. 

Starting only in 1966, Heinold Commodities has gwwn to one of 
the largest commodity brokers on the Chicago Merchantile Exchange. 

The Flora office is equipped with the latest electronic equipment 
to provide up to the minute prices and information. Constant contact 
is mainta ined with all major commodity exchanges in the United 

tales for the benefit of their customers. 

SISSON JEWELRY 
In Novem ber, 1947, F. K. Sisson, wife Eva, daughter Debra, moved 

from Corydon, Indiana to F lo1·a, after he bad graduated from the 
Cunnington Horology School, to 404 West Mai n Street. Mr. Sisson 
was employed by Mr. G. V. Brown (Flora's Jeweler for 40 some odd 
years) as a Registered Watchmaker. From 1947 to 1950, while 
wmking for Mr. Brown as a watchmaker, he completed Ius VA and 
Diamond appraisal cotu·se. 

Mr. Sisson purchased the jewel ry store after the death of Mr. 
Brown in October, 1950. In 1955, the store was moved from West 
Main Street to its present location, 16 South Center Street. 

Many new and diJicrent lines and types of jewelry have been 
added. A complete and modem repair service continue to serve 
the public. 

In 1954, a son, Scott, was bum to their family. 
We have enjoyed excellent employees during the yeru·s we have 

owned the store, Mrs. Ernest Rardon for seven years, Mrs. Freeman 
Atwell for 10 years, and Mrs. J ack Driggs and Mrs. Lowrye Oyler 
are contintting to help us. 

The good people of the F lora area have been good to us and we 
hope to give them our - very best in good honest jewelry service for 
many years to come. 

FLORA AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 
Flora Automot ive Supply located at 21 Nor th Center Street ob

served its l Oth Annive1·sary last January. I t was established in 
J anuary, 1961 by Mr. Joseph Haskett as a branch of F1·ankfort Auto· 
motive Supply. Present officers o( f lora Automotive upply are Mr. 
Haskett and Mr. Howard McGill who is the manager and co·owner. 

Flora Automotive is one of over 4000 NAPA (National Automotive 
Parts Assn. ) jobbers scattered over the United States and Hawaii. 
These jobbing outlets are served from 54 Master NAPA Distribution 
Cen ters. We receive daily deli veries out of the NAPA Distribution 
Center located adjacent to Wei r Cook Airport ill Indianapolis. 

Over 90,000 different parts are ava ilable over·night out of Indian
apolis. Replacement parts are stocked for all passenger cars, t rucks 
and farm tractors. In addition complete stocks of service and supply 
items are maintained. Parts for small engines, marine and foreign 
cars are also available. 

DANIEL M. BROWN, O.D. 
Daniel M. Brown grad uated from Flora J.Ugh School in 1938. He 

graduated from Northern Illinois College of Optomeu·y in 1942. 
Purchased the office of Dr. James Clemons in J une of 1943. Has 

practiced Optometry in Flora on 8 E. Main Street. In 1950 he pur· 
chased the building at 10 E. Main trcet, remodeled the building 
extensively and has practiced at this location up to the present time. 

On J une 15, 1949 he married Martha Lucille Bakei in Indianapolis 
and they have resided at 207 E. Main Street, Flora, since this date. 
They have one son, George Vernon Brown, II, who at the present time 
is attending Indiana Un·iversity enrolled in Pre-Optometry. 
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LAMONT E. JORDAN, 

Mr. Jordan came to Flora as controller of the Flora Furniture Co. 
on February 29, 1944. This plant was sold in 1-950, and he then de
cided to open a public accoun ting office here. His decision to do so 
was influenced by his recognition of the progressive spirit of the town, 
which seemed to warrant its having a resident public accountant to 
service it. 

He opened up this office on July 1, 1950, and has in the past 21 
years serviced over 125 businesses. 

The scope of services offered arc systems installation ; auditing; 
write-ups; and tax consultation and tax preparation. 

Mr. Jordan says that his experience here has been most pleasur
able; that he considers Flora to be a "complete" town, in that it 
supplies all the . necessary facil ities that are incident to the present 
standards of modern living; that it is an extremely friendly town ; 
and is a most comfortable place in which to have a home. 

LOWERY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
111 June o! 1921, a field represent ative o! an Indianapolis insurance 

company stopped to see Jesse Lowery as he was plowing corn on his 
father's farm ncar Cutler. He wanted Mr. Lowery to be an insurance 
agent for the company he represented. Mr. Lowery agreed and opened 
his o!Ticc on the second Jloor of Chittick's Implement Sales on South 
Ceutcr Street which is now the Masonic Temple. Dr. C. N. Wilson's 
dental office was across the hall in the north room. 

At that time, the agency sold automobile and property fire insur
ance. Mr. Lowery drove from house to house all over Carroll County 
to introduce his Jines of insurance. His fi rst policyholder was the 
late William H. Ayres. 

As his business began to grow, it was necessary to lind a better 
location for hi s office. This was whe11 he rented the office space in 
Good's building which is the present location of the. Agency. They 
have occupied this space at the corner of Columbta and Center 
Streets for almost a half century. 

Dean Lowery, a son, started working evenings and Saturdays in 
19<16 and upon his graduation from high school in 1947 became _a 
partner with his father. Mrs. Ruth Lowery assisted in the office unttl 
her retiremen t in 1969. 

In 1970 the bu ilding was pu rchased from the Good heirs and that 
fall was extensively remodeled in to a modern i nsurance facili ty 
offeri ng a com plete insurance service. 

HAMMOND'S BEAUTY SALON 
Judy Hammond's Beauty Salon started at 211 West Elizabeth St. 

in Flora on February of 1966. My first operators were Libby King and 
Janice Cripe. 

They worked for about a year then one went to Lafayette and the 
other one to Delphi. 

l next hired Pauline Lantz, who had her own shop with Edith 
Helvie until this time. 

When Pauline quit, Libby King came back and worked until she 
went to Arizona. Then I hired Fredonna Faucett, and Janice (Cripe) 
Brooks came back till I had my second child. 

When Fredonna Faucett and J anice Brooks left, Jennie Allen 
worked with me till she was married in J une 197]. 

Janice (Cripe) Brooks is now worki ng with me at this time 
and we have moved to a new location on the Bringhurst Road, on 
November 20, 1971. 

We have enjoyed serving people around the Flora a1·ea and have 
had very nice patrons. 

BECK'S FURNITURE AND 
APPLIANCES, INC. 

Beck's T.V. and AppUances was started in July 1963 at 3 West 
Main St., featuring T.V. and appliance sales and service. In 1965 
the Burnham Building across from community park was rented and 
furn itme was added to the sales Hoor. In 1968 the L. M. Chittick 
BuHding was purchased and remodeled and opened fo r business in 
July 1968. The store then offered Whirlpool and General Electric 
appliances and RCA television, furniture, bedding, carpeting, custom 
drapery service and wall paper. Norman and Jane Beck are owners 
and managers and Glen Clingenpeel and Kenneth Harshgarger a1·e 
service personnel. 

FLORA IRON & STEEL, INC. 
Flom lron & Steel, Inc., or iginated in June of 1957. The original 

corpora tion was founded with Boyd 11. Wheeler and wife, Martita, of 
Flora, indiana, and James N. Newlon and wife, Mary florence, of 
Kokomo, indiana, as officers. 

Request was made in Jw1e of 1957 for a site appl'Oval from the 
Town Boru·d of flora and this was granted. At the same meeting, 
the purchase of two acres of land, at the south end of Willow Street 
was consumated and construction of a pole building was started 
shortly after, fo1· office and warehouse, which is cuuently in use. 

Jn December of 1957, Boyd Wheeler and James Newlon dissolved 
the original corporation and Boyd and Mru·tha Wheeler purchased all 
interests and continued the operation until the sale of same corpora
tion to Lloyd and Rebecca Trent of Flora, Indiana, In J uly of 1963 
and until her death in the year of 1964. Mr. T1·ent still owns tlus 
Salvage Yard. 

Mr. Lloyd Trent ~mployed his son, Marlin L. Trent, at the very 
strut of his operation and his daughter, Mi·s. David Cable, as secretary. 
This operation has been very successful experience for all of them. 

In December of 1965 Mr. Trent remarried to Eda M. Felker who 
l1elps out in ru1y capacity as needed. In May of 1970 Mi·. an.d Mrs. 
Lloyd Trent pu rchased another two and one-half acres adjoining the 
original acreage from the Flora Community Club of Flora, Indiana. 
This firm is still in full operation of new and used steel, used auto 
parts and farm machinery. 

ESSEX INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
l::ssex Jntcrnational, Inc., headquartered in Fort Wayne, is one of 

the country's leading indus trial operations with 10 multi-plant divi
sions, and warehouses from coast-to-coast. The third largest industry 
based in the state of Indiana, Essex ranks among the top 200 on 
Fortune magazine's list of the 500 largest United States industrial 
corporations. 

Known as the Essex Wi re Corporation until December, 1968, the 
company was fou nded 41 years ago in 1930. Operations were small, 
as Essex had less than 100 employees to begin manufacturing the 
elec trical harnesses used iu the simple automotive electrical systems 
of the '30's. 

Since then, Essex has progressed from the " wire company" stage to 
become a leading manufacturer of practically every product type 
required for the transmission, control, or end-product application of 
electricity. 

The Essex plant here in Flora, located at 902-16 South Willow, is 
one of 10 plants operated by the Essex Controls Division. William T. 
·Hopkins is vice-president..and general manager of the division; Wally 
Loser is the local plant manager. 

Essex is Flora's largest employer, and they make coil assembUes 
and transformers in their 50,000 square-foot plant. The finished prod
ucts are then shipped to the Controls Division headquru·ters loca tion 
in Loganspor t, where they are incorporated into relays and contactors 
and sold to air canditioning, heating and refrigeration mru1ufacturers. 

Essex is proud to be a part of tlus year's centennial celebra tion and 
heartily congratulates Flora, J ndiana on her 100th birthday. 

JACKSON-LEE, INC. 
The John Deere dealership is owned and operated by Matthew E. 

Jackson and Williard H. Lee. The business, formerly L. M. Cluttick 
and Son (John) had been established in 1946 in what is now the 
Beck Furniture Building on Stale Road 18 west. In January 1962, 
.J ackson purchased a one-thi1·d interest and became general manager 
of Chiuick-J ackson, Inc. In 1963, Mr. Lee closed his Jolm Deere 
store which he had owned eight years in Delphi, and purchased the 
interest of L. M. Chittick and became co-manager of what was known 
as Cluttick-J ackson-Lee, Inc. ln 1965, J ackson and Lee purchased the 
shares held by J ohn M. Chittick, and the business became J ackson
Lee, Inc. In 1966, Jackson-Lee purchased six acres from the Flora 
Community Cl ub at the corner of State Road 75 and Clark St. Here 
they eJ·ected a new Stran-Steel building with a working area of over 
11,000 square feet in order to give better service. John Deere is their 
major franchise. In addition, they are also dealers for Avco New 
Idea, Brillion, Kewanee and Farmhand. The company employs four
teen to eighteen persons. 

They base their business policy ou the fact that " I t doesn't cost, 
it pays to trade at Jackson-Lee, Inc." 
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ESSERMAN TIRE SERVICE, INC. 

The business location of Esserman Tire Service, Inc., was originally 
constructed in 1933 by Bert Miller as a one rooon service station dis
pensing D-X products. The business was leased to Lee (Rosy) Flora 
about 1936 and tires soon became the specialty. In 1939 Frank 
Brower and Ed Esserman ptuchased the business and operated it 
until 1940 when Lee Flora purchased it back. Late in 1943 D. A. 
Garrison purchased the business and in August of 1945 Frank Brower 
and Ed Esserman again Look over the operation. In December of 
1947 Ed Esserman bought the interest of Frank Brower and in 1956 
took Tom Gibson and Gene Michael as partners. E. E. Viney had 
p~rchased the original buildings in the late 1930's and sold them to 
Esserman Tire Service in 1965. Soon after Esserman's took down most 
of the building · and replaced them with the present structures. At 
this time the Robert Kinzer home east of the original site was pur
chased and the present alinement and storage building was con
structed. The owners opened a branch in Logansport in 1967 and in 
April of 1971 another store was opened in Frankfort. This made the 
company one of Indiana's largest volume tire dealers and they are 
affiliated with one of the largest tire buying combines in the United 

tales. Tom Gibson manages the Flora store and Gene Michael 
manages the Frankfort store. Mr. Esserman is still active in all three 
locations doing most of the buying. 

ALLEN'S MOBIL STATION 
The Mobil Station in Flora was built in 1936, by Fred Fry, and 

Elmo Deveny was owner from that time until 1956. He sold the 
building to Mrs. Emerson McKinley because of his health. She leased 
the building to Mr. Tom Tolen from 1956 to 1961, then it was taken 
into possession by Mr. Les Kleckner from 1961 to 1963. At that time 
Mr. Jake Rader had possession for one year in 1963 to 1964. Then ' 
the building was vacant untiJ , April l, 1967, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Dorval Allen reopened the station. They were able t~ run the station 
by themselves with part time help until, J nnuary 1969, tl1en Mr. 
Jim Allen started working full time. They hired Mr. Edward Hamil
ton during that summer until he entered the service for two years. 
When he returned in April 1971, he was rehired. Their son, Jerry 
Allen , has been a part time helper since 1969, and is stiJI working 
for them. 

Still a t this time the building is owned by Mrs. Emerson McKinley. 

VON A. BURTON PLUMBING & HEATING 
David M. Forey, my Grandfather, started the Plumbing and Sheet 

Metal business in 1908 at Flora, Indiana, and my father worked for 
him for several years. 

In 1912 my fa ther , Charles Burton, took the b usiness over and 
tile name was Burton Plumbing & Heating. 

In 1923 my father, Charles Burton and Earl C. Smith merged their 
businesses to become Burton and Smith Plumbing & Heating. This 
merger lasted two years. In 1925 they dissolved partnership and again 
it was Burton Plumbing & Heating. 

In 1946 my father died. 1 had just been discharged from the service 
so decided to take over the business. I s tarted in the Nora Clingen
peel building on North Division St1·eet and was there ten years. 

In 1956 I moved to the John Oaks building on Center Street. In 
1959 1 pw·chased the buildings and the business f1·om John S. Oaks, 
where we now reside. 

ADAMS STANDARD SERVICE 
The Standard Station was built in 1955 by Lyman Fisher and 

purchased by Bill Clark at its present location at the junction of 
State Road 18 and 75. 

Tom Adams purchased the station from Earl Lybrook and Charlie 
Horn October 14, 1964. 

Mr. Adams is a grad uate of Camden High School and was em
ployed a t Esserman's Tire ervice for 7 years before becoming owner 
of the Standard Station. 

Tom remodeled the station in J Wle of 1971. 
He employs Louis Pinkard, Jack Johnson , Jerry Burns, Keith 

Handy, Richard Tatman, Terry Handy, and Gary Fitzer. Mrs. Mary 
Briggs and Gladys Adams are employed in the office. 

D. E. CRIPE & CO. 
J ames L. Will son and Frank C. Horner came to Flora in about 

1888. Mr. Willson had owned stores in Eaton, Ohio; Mexico, Indiana 
and Medaryville, Indiana. He also had an interest in Woolen l\ruls a t 
Mexico, Indiana. 

Mr. Willson t1·aded his land ncar Medaryville for a general store 
in Flora. His son-in-law, Mr. Homer formed a partnership with him 
under the name of Willson & Horner. In the early nineties Mr. Horner 
sold his interest in the store to Mr. Willson and formed a partnership 
with Mr. J ames Wheeler in the Hardware business. 

A sfgn that will always be remembered coming into Flora was: 
" Over the hiJJs and around the corner to buy a stove of Wheeler and 
Horner". 

A few years later Mr. Horner sold his i nterest in the store to Mr. 
Wheeler and purchased the Willson store. He moved the store W est 
on Main St. into the b uildings la ter occupied by tl1e Post Office and 
Carroll County Press. This store extended from Main St. to Walnut 
St. The South part of the store carried ladies piece goods, calico, 
gingham, hosiery etc. The North part of the store had groceries, shoes 
and men's wear. WiiJinrn Hoonsman bad charge of the groceries, John 
McMahon sold sewing machines. John Robyler ran a huckster wagon, 
trading merchandise for eggs and butter. In 1905 Koonsman and 
Robylcr left Homers' to open a store of their own. 

Mr. Horner discontinued the huckster wagon and together with 
Dr. E. L. Peters purchased ground of A. ]. Cook south of old Bright 
National Bank building. Jn 1905 three rooms were built. The North 
roum to he occupied by Horner, the middle l"Oom by Dora Myer 
furnittu·e and south room b y Dr. Peters office. The slogan for the 
new store was, "It pays to trade with Horner". The north room is 
still the home of Flora's Dept. Store. 

Jn the fall a wagon witl1 a bay ladder on it was used to deliver 
barrels of crackers that had been sold. The store carried ingrain 
carpet, rugs, linoleum, groceries and shoes. Early employees were Frank 
Honecker, George Northcutt, John McMahon, Charles Bell, Elmer 
Ayres, Elmer Cripe, Edith Moss, Blythe Dt·aper. 

The store sold chicken feed to the farmers to increase egg pro
duction. Mr. Horner asked Amand Sink if he could tell any difference 
in the number of eggs he was getting af ter using the feed. lVIr. Sink 
said no he could not. Mr. Horner couldn't understand this because 
John An n Blue said he caught two of his shoats that had eaten the 
gra in, on the hens nest trying to lay an egg. Mr. ink said the reason 
his hens weren't laying more, he hadn' t fed them tl1e feed yet. 

In 1916 Charles Bell and Elmer Cripe purchased the stock of goods 
from Mr. Horner and the name of the store became Cripe and Bell. 
They continued the policies of Mr. Horner which made tile store 
one of the leading stores in the county. 

Mr. Bell will be t·ernembered as the fleet left f1elclet· of Flora
Bringhurst Union ball team, oue of the leading Semi-Pro Baseball 
teams in the state. He also insisted on a well kept store with every
thing neat and orderly. 

In 1918 Cri pe and Bell purchased the building from Mr. Horner. 

Employees at this time were Anna Weaver, Katherine Allen Grey, 
f ern Cook, J erome Sheaglcy. Later Elizabeth Stance!, Naomi Voight 
Flora, Howard Parks, I laze! eiber Cripe and Mark Horner . 

In 1936 Mr. Bell wanted to sell his interest in the store. His stock 
was purchased by Lestet· Guyer and Wayne Crook. The store con
tinued under the name of D. E. Cripe & Co. 

Mr. Cripe 11as been in the store continuously since 1913, fifty eight 
years. Mrs. Hazel Cripe has been sales lady and buyer for over forty 
years. 

Other employees have been Eris Steckel, Everett Myer , William 
Patten gale, Stella Yerkes Barnes, Charlene Bell Landis, Lois Cripe 
Crook, Marjorie Johnson McCoy, Al bert Fisher, Mary E. Driggs, 
Ruby Thompson, Gladys J ohnson , Pat Spi tler, A1u1 Meyers, Lynn 
Fisher, Dan Yoder and Don Clingenpeel. 

TOWNE PASTRY 
Time marches on. History makes present time. Om· forefathers 

sought to choose this location (Flora) to their liking. We choose 
this business and operation because of our li king. 

Towne Pastry, located at 40 S. Center Street, Flora, Indiana, owned 
and operated by Art and Thelma Dickerson in downtown F lora. 
Owners established this pastry and variety store in March, 1971. So 
we continue on as centennials do. 

S3 
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RINEHART REAL ESTATE AND 

AUCTION COMPANY 
Rinehart Real Estate and Auction Company· 'vas founded in 1946 

by Charles Ralph R inehat·L and his wife Nina. In 1959 they were 
joined by their Lwo sons, J. R. Rinehart and Martin Ralph Rinehart 
along with his new bride, Jeanette. In 1965 they were joined by Jo· 
ellyn, the new bride of J. R. Rinehart. 

Ralph builL his business on farm, household goods and estate 
auctions. lle laler specialized in purebred livestock auctions working 
his way up to the point wbt:1·e he conducted more auctions for the 
Duroc swine breed than any other auctioneer in the U.S. for three 
consecutive years. Nina Rinehart found herself sitting on boxes, hard 
bleachers, lawn chairs, etc. from South Cat·ol ina Lo Texas watchit1g 
Ralph conduct the sale o{ many outstanding pw·ebred auctions. The 
excitement often generated itself to the momentum of a Mid-Western 
electrical sto1·m as Ralph's auction chant biough fo rth the sale of 
Cham pions from state to state. The family and friends well remember 
the time Nina fainted when the Judge at the Indiana State Fair 
crowned a boar Grand Champion which was owned by the Rinehru·ts. 
The boar received his banner with great digni ty as Nina was whisked 
away in the ambulance. 

In 1959 they purchased the Standard Oil Filling Station at the 
com er o( Stale Road 18 and Center Street. The station was remodeled 
into a two-room office and Lynn Fisher worked as their receptionist. 
Martin took over as mru1ager of the real estate office and married 
Jcanelle Skiles whose Grandfather, John H. Flora, hud been a local 
realtor (rom 1940 to 1960 and whom the town of Flora was named 
in l;onor o( her Great Great Great G1·andfather. 

.In l%0, a fter they had moved into their new Flora office, they 
entered into u partnership with Stanley H. Shipsides, Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine, and his wife, Bea, whose office was located at ' 
18 South Division St. This new pru·tne1·ship, known as Mid-American 
S.P.F. Swine Producers Association, became one of the leading 
producers of .P.F., pccific Patllcgon Free, swine, S.P.F. breeding 
stock produt:tion units were established in pru·tnership with key 
swine producers in the area. Some of the produce1·s playing a key roll 
in the production of S.P.F. breeding stock were: Jack Moss, Ray 
and Richard Funkhouser, Ernest Wyant, Wilbm Dyson, Devon Hum
barger, Keith Pullen, Roy Woodhouse, Hobert and Meredith Ayl"es, 
Wilson Bul l, Levi and Bill Hufford , Donald Peters, Curt Sutton, 
Arthur and Robert Beard, Marion Blocher, Chades Meade, Jr. and 
Dennis Zook. These production herds and others produce S.P.F. 
breeding stock that is sold and shipped to swine producers throughout 
the U.S. 

This International program has brought to Flora many International 
people wishing to observe livestock and agricultural production. 
Among these were the Russian Agricultu ral Attache, Vice President 
of Nicaragua, Governrncnl Personnel from Nationalist China, Japan, 
lndia, Greece and Vietnam. A group of journalists from Ireland 
visiled the Flora area after which they published a three-series article 
on Indiana agricultural p roduction in the Ireland Farm J ournal. 

ln 1965 Rincharts pw-chased the building at 44 oulh Center St. 
from Lois Crooks and remodeled it into a 4 room office. At this time 
Jean Ganison joined the staff as secretary and J. R. Hinehart married 
Joell yn Garrison. Ralph Uinehart passed away on February 20, 1968 
anti Lire activities of the family wc1·c carried on by Martin and J . R. 
Rinehar t. Charles Meads, Jr. joined the staff in 1970 working in 
livestock production. 

YEAGER & SULLIVAN, INC. 
Yeager and Sullivan, Inc., R.R. # l., Camden, Indiana, was duly 

organized and incorporated the 7th day of March, 1958. The original 
stockholders were Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Yeager and Mr. and Mrs. 
J oe B. Sullivan. The p1·imary purpose for which the corporation was 
formed was Lo raise, import and export and deal in swine throughout 
the outhern and midwestern states. 

The Yeager family purchased Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan's interest in 
the corporation in February, 1969. The corporat.ion today is recog
nized as one o{ the largest feeder pig dealerships in the world. The 
corporalion employs approximately 30 people. 

The corporation recently purchased properly in Camden formerly 
owned by the Wertheimer Cattle Company and is doing business as 
the Camden Hog Market which provides a market for finished hogs. 

LEITER-REINKE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
The funeral home was fo rmerly known as the D. B. Myer F uneral 

Home in the early 1900's. I t was located in the present D. E. Cripe 
Furniture Store building. 

In 1922 interest in the funeral home was purchased by William 
J. Leiter. The fi rm then was known as the Myer w1d Leiter Funeral 
Home. In 1927 upon the death of D. B. Myer, Leiter purchased the 
remaining interest in the firm. 

In 1930 Leiter purchased the present building, previously known 
as the K of P building. The name was then changed to Leiter Funeral 
l fome. C. Richard Leiter, nephew of William was taken into the busi
ness in the late 1930's. 

The building was remodeled to i ts present state in 1962. 
In 1968 the funeral home was incorporated with Jerry and P hyllis 

Reinke buying an interest in the fi rm. The remaining in terest was 
purchased by Reinke in 1969. The name was then changed to Leiter
Reinke Funeral Home Inc. 

WAYNE DISCOUNT & 
LOAN CORPORATION 

Early in the year of 1950 a group of local men, Lynn Ledman, 
Frank Roskuski, Clayton Ayres and HoyLe Mann, began discussing 
the possibility of establ ishing u Small Loan business in Flora. During 
the time of planning they conferred with Mr. C. W. Ryan who was 
with Associates, I nc. in Fort Wayne and who later became the 
manager of the local company. While in Fort Wayne, the question of 
a name for the company arose and it was decided to use the name 
Wayne. 

On October 20, 1950 a license in the name of Wayne Loan Corpo
ration was issued with the following officers: President, Mr. Ledman; 
Vice President, Mr. Roskuski; Secretary, Mr. Ayres and Treasurer, 
Mr. Mann. Then on October 28, 1950 a license was issued for the 
Wayne Discount Corporation with the same officers. 

The first office was located in the Flora Theatre building with Mr. 
Lamont J ordan as the manager. Later it was moved to the Bright 
National Bank building. 

Mr. Jordan resigned and Mr. William Morrow of Indianapolis 
became manager. When he resigned to move to California, Mr. Ryw1 
came from Fort Wayne and 1·emained until his death in 1967 at 
which Lime Mr. Dan Norris assumed the dut.ies of manager and is 
still with the Corporation. 

Later the office was moved to 710 East Columbia Street and on 
Jaa uary J , 1970 the Lwo corporations merged and are now doing busi
ness as Wayne Discount and Loan Corporation with the following 
oflicers : Chairman o( the Board, HoyLe Mann; President, Richard 
Mann; Vice Presiden t, Clayton Ayres; Secretary-Treasurer, Richard 
Ledman. 

FLORA TILE COMPANY 
The Flora Tile Company, located at the junction of State Road 75 

and 18, was built by Fred F1·ye in late 1947 with the first concrete 
drain tile beit1g manufactured March 15, 1948. The title was made on 
a hand operated tile machine. 

The Frye Construction Company used this as their headqttartres 
and as a lumber warehouse also. They built additional room on the 
front of the original building in 1950. 

The business was sold to Claude Seigel of Indianapolis in 1953. Mr. 
Seigel added another tile machine atJd in 1955 built two kilns and 
a back room on the structure. The plant made 4" Lhru 8" field drain 
tile and 6" hub and spigo t tile used in subsurface drainage in high
way construction. There were about 5 men employed and the plant 
operated only parllime, closing in the win ter months. 

On January 12, 1967, the business was sold to the present owners, 
Paul Banning, P hilli p Barnard and Louis Barnard who also own the 
Economy Tile Company, Economy, Indiana . They took an old machine 
out and added a new automatic tile machine and made several other 
structural improvements in the plan t. 

In need of additional yard space for the growing business, they 
purchased three acres more north of the plant from Fred Frye in 
1968 and added a second automatic machine. The plant now makes 4" 
thru 10" concrete drai n tile and stocks sizes up to 30". They also 
have many other drainage accessories such as aluminum culvert, 
aluminwn pond kits and erosion control structures, vitrified sewer 
tile, precast hog slats, patio stones, etc. 

The plant now employes about 15 men and makes t.ile the year 
around. The present manager of the business is Orville Reed. 
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ZINN MANUFACTURING, INC. 

Orman H. Zinn began bis enterprise some 28 years ago, never 
dreaming that it would grow and expand almost every year since 
then. 

It all bc"an when Mr. Zinn made wooden toys for youngsters dur
in" the se;ond Wol"!d War when metal toys were not available. His 
w~den wan-ons and u·actors we1·e in great demand by the children 
on the "as~line route which he operated at that time. His wood
workin" "machinery included a band saw and a drill press, located 
in an u~stairs room of the famHy home on the Flora-Bringhurst Road. 
• As time passed, Mrs. P erry Lanclis of Flora, an aunt o( Mr. Zinn, 
wan ted a sink cabinet made to cover the plumbing under her wall
hung sink in the kitchen. Mr. Zinn made this cabinet in the upstairs 
room and loaded it onto the side of the gasoline truck for delivery. 
Th is was the first of many cabinets to be built by Mr. Zinn. 

Finding that custom-cabinet const1·uction was much in demand, 
Mr. Zinn dcvoled more and more time to cabinet work. In 1946 he 
bc"an fu ll time OJJeration of the woodworking shop and turned the 
.... a; oline route business over to the eldest son, Halph Zinn. The cabinet " business pro pered, and in February of 1946 he hired Harvey Wagoner 
to assist him. Mr. Wagoner is still an employee of the company. 

As the business continued to grow, all of the buildings located on 
the Zinn properly were put into use. First, the woodhouse was used 
as a fin ish room by Mrs. Zinn. T hen the chickens were sold and the 
chicken house became part of the factory. Later, the barn was moved 
from its location ncar the road and connected to the woodhouse and 
chicken bouse. i11ce the beginning, numerous additions have been 
made and the total floor space is now approximately 25,000 square 
(eel. ln addition to Harvey Wagoner, there a1·c approximately 40 
other employees, includi ng four full -time salesmen. 

Zinn's have been inslrumental in chru1ging the working habits of' 
many housewives. In the early 1950's, dishwashers were just beginning 
to make their appearance. Now 2 out of 3 kitchens includes an auto
matic dishwasher. A modern workable kitcben now incl udes : an 
exhaust Ian and hood to take out odors, an electronic oven to cook 
foods faster, automatic ice-makers, garbage disposa]s, u·ash com
pactors, Coming glass cook tops, and Instant-Hot water dispensers 
fur instant cuiie~, jello, soups, etc. Everyth ing is buHt into the 
cabinets tu make a more unified appearance and save ma ny, mru1y 
steps in tbe kitchen. 

Because o( the great number of appliances now being used in a 
modern kitchen , Zinn's have become one of the largest appliance deal
ers for miles around. 

Since the passing of both Mr. and Mrs. Zinn, their sons, Ra_lph 
and Dale are now the owners and managers of the compelte operatiOn. 

EIKENBERRY INSURANCE AGENCY 
The Ei kenherry Insurance Agency has been serving the Flora 

Commu nity since the early 1900. My Father J. W. Eikenberry s tarted 
in tl1e Insurance, fi re insurance was the one line at that time, 
with the Fa1·mcrs Mutual Insurance Co. of Mulberry, Indiana and 
was President of the Company Io1· several years. He died in 1955. 

The insurance company appointed me their agent in 1955 and I 
have added other lines to confo rm wi th the needs of my policy holders. 
ln the middle 1960 1hc name of Farmers Mutual Insun mce Co. was 
changed to Lhe Meridian Standa rd. My office is on the Flora and 
Bringhurst Road. 

HANAWAY PRINTING CO. 
Han y Hanaway was an employee for 15 years, o( the Flora Produce 

Co. as a route man and became acquainted witl1 people in this area 
through that job. After two operations and the advice of the doctor , 
I larry decided that it was time to find a new occupation. 

As it turned out a hobby developed into a profession and he now 
operates his own finn , the Hanaway Printing Co., at his shop back 
of ltis home on 312 . Center Street. His expansion in the field came 
when the Monticello Speedway was being operated and needed some
one to print its programs. One tbing led to another and he now 
devotes his full time to his job. 

Harry has been in business since 1952. 
Hanaway is a member oi Flora United Methodist Church, Flora 

Lions, Flora Masonic Lodge and Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite· 
Valley of Indianapolis. 

O.K. BARBER SHOP 
The O.K. Barber Shop has lJcen iu the same location from 1911 

until the the present date. 1t started with Harry Platt and Ben Leslie 
each wiLh a hal£ interest. Everett " Pete" Tolen came to work for 
them and a short time later, Pete purchased a half interest in the 
shop from Harry Platt. 

Willie these two owned the shop, Harry Sanders worked for them. 
When Harry !eft, Buck Weaver came to wo~k Ior a short time. . 

Cleamnce " Doc" Payne purchased a half Joterest from Ben Lesbe 
in 1920. Otto Pla tt worked on Satu rdays for P ete and Doc until 1930 
when Fred Leslie came from Camden and worked steadily. In 1935 
Doc had an insurance and real estate business in the shop, and in 
1940 moved tlus from the barber shop. He contin ued to work in the 
shop on Saturdays. Charles EUI·] J ordon worked in the shop for a 
shor t time in 1944. 

l n 1946 Emerson "Em" McKi nl ey pu rchased the half interest that 
had been own~d by Doc Payne. Em had another barber shop ill Flora 
from 1934 until 1944 when he entered the navy, where he was a barber 
until his dischai·ge. His brother, High McKinley went to work in 
the shop in 1946 also. The O.K. Barber Shop was at it's height at 
this time employing four barbers, Pete Toleu, Fred Leslie, Em Mc
Kinley and High McKinley. 

High McKinley left the shop in 1948 leaving three barbers. Gene 
J ervis, (rom Cutler, worked in the shop from 1954 until 1956. Larry 
Cohee of Hossville was employed in the shop for a yeai· in 1957. 
Fred Leslie retired in 1959 and left the shop. 

John MUI·vin o( Idaville went Lo work in the shop in 1960 and 
purchased the hal£ interest o( Pete Tolen in 1966 when Pete retired. 
John sold his interest iu the shop to Torn Ford of Kokomo in 1969. 
Tom stayed one year and sold his interest back to John Marvin. Em 
McKinley purchased this interest from John in 1970 and Em operates 
the shop alone at the present Lime. 

Frank Hood, of Carrol"lton Township, has wor ked in the shop at 
different times when one o( the barbers was on vacation or when 
~;xtra help was needed. 

SISSON FLYING SERVICE 
What star ted as a hobby in 1956, has grown into the now Flying 

Service, from pri va te pi lot lh rough Commercial, Mulli Engine Instru
ment Hating and Certi fied Flight Instructor's Rati ng. 

.!lavi ng flown chal"ler (or Kruz Air Incorporation, Kokomo for 
mru1y years. 

In 1969 Sisson Flying Service was incorporated offering Flight 
Instruction and air travel from Flora's Municipal Airport. 

1any students have c!ompletetl their Flight Training Program and 
received their private Pilot License and Commercial License. 

Trips from Flora Municipal Airport to such places as Keywest, 
Florida Bahamas Islands, Anchorage, Alaska, Dallas, Texas, Waco, 
Texas, 'New J erse)', New York, Lincoln, Nebraska, many trips to 
Chicago Milwaukee, Deh·oit, including am bulance trips to Mayo 
Clinic, Cleveland Clinic and other eme1·gency t1·ips, with over 3500 
hours of acciden t free air travel. 

We continue to serve the Flom ru·ea's travel needs and to train the 
safest and best pilots. 

FLORA'S SUNDRIES 
Warren Knapp and Albert (Ber t) Flora bought the Frank Hunl 

Drug Store in 1898. This was a single floor wood building located 
where our building now is located. 

Wislon Knapp (Warren Knapp) father bought out Albert (Bert) 
Flora interest in 1902 known as K napp and Son Drug Store in the 
new bu ilding that Edwai·d G. Kitzmiller built in 1902. The same 
hui1ding that Bishop and Bishop, Flora undries, and Clawson Regal 
Store now occupy. 

Warren Knapp sold their Drug Store to Charlie Thomson in 1914 
known as Thomson Drug Store. 

Charlie Thomson sold his Drug Lore to Hober t Noble in 1952 
known as Noble P harmacy. 

Hobert Noble sold his Dwg Lore to John Mun-ay in February 
1967 known as Murray Sundries. 

John Murray sold his Sund ries Sto1·c to Leo L. Flora, April 1, 
1967, known as Flora Sundries. 

Leo L. Flora is the fourth descendant of J ohn flora, Sr., that 
owued most of the land where the town of Flora first stai·ted. 
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CARTER FUNERAL HOME 

:Mark H. Carter, owner o{ the Carter Funeral Home on 204 South 
Center Street, was born in Bringhurst, the sob' of Dr. Lloyd and 
Cora Briggs Carter. He graduated from Cutler High School and took 
Mechanical Engineel"ing at Purdue. In 1931, he entered the Askin 
School of Embalming at Indianapolis, graduating in 1932. After work
ing for the Grirrun Funeral Home in Delphi for three years, he 
boLrght some equipment and started in business for himself in the 
brick bu ilding at Cutler, later pu rchasing and moving to the Bone· 
brake property in Cutler. 1 n 1940, the present funeral home was pur· 
chased here in Flora from Mrs. Area Landis. Since then, extensive 
rer;,odel ing has been done. 

THE STOUT AGENCY, INC. 
Tlu; Stou t Agency, lnc. originated in Burlington, Ind. in 1948, 

as a continuation of the Clarence Stout Agency. Claxence Stout began 
his .insu rance career in 1923 as an agent !01· The State Farm Insur· 
ance Companies and represented them for 25 years until his death 
in 1948. Following !tis death, his son, Carrol L. Stout succeeded him 
in the insurance business and in 191t9 established The Stout L1surance 
Agency. These were the {ormalive years and in 194.9 Carrol L. Stout 
all<.nded the Purdue Un iversity Life i nsurance Marketing Institute in 
order to gain technical knowledge of an advanced nature in managing 
I he Insurance Agency business. The Agency was operated in the town 
of Burli ngton until 1952 at which time, Mr. Stout purchased the 
John S. Mills Agency in the Delphi area and opened an office in the 
city of Delphi. He continued this operation for one year and it became 
avparent that the operation of two offices in opposite pans of the 
Coun ty would be a deu·iment both to the Agency and i ts clientele. 
At this ti me, new office q uarters were rented in the Theatre Bldg. at 
3 E. Columbia St. in Flora and in 1953 the Burlington and Delphi 
offices were consolidated at the Flora location. At tbc time the Flm·a 
office was established, Phyllis Beck Pieper was employed as Secretary 
and continued in this capacity until the latter pan of April, 1971. 

Heal Estate and ApfJrais.ing was added to the Agency services in 
1961. On J an. l , 1966, the Agency was incorporated and became 
known as The Stout Agency, Inc. At tltis time, Mr. Robert Eugene 
Bray of Howard County, l nd. became affiliated with The Stout Agency, 
Inc . . Mr. Bray is a licensed Agent with considerable experience both 
in Agency work and as an employee of an insurance Company i n the 
area. With the addition of Mr. Bray to the stafT, the Agency pur
chased the James R. DeLong Agency of Colbum, Ind. th us adding 
business in the Tippecanoe Cu. area and subLu·bs of Lafayette. At 
this Lime, due to the ever exp:rnding growth of the Agency, it becan1e 
necessary to move to new quarters. On July 1, 1970, the Agency 
moved to its newly purchased building at 45 S. Center St. in Flora, 
Ind. Known as The Insurance Center, i t is a new and functional office 
with a spacious outer office, two private offices, a semi·vrivate office, and 
worki ng area in the rear. In July, 1970, Mary L. Stout became licensed 
and affiliated with the Agency as Agent and currently is Office Man· 
ager and Co·ordi nator of Agency activities. On Jul y 1, 1971, the 
Agency purchased the John R. Coble Agency of Rockfield, Ind. and 
extended its operating territory to Northern Carroll Co. and Cass 
Co. The Agency is now one of the largest in the four County Area of 
Carroll, Cass, Howard, and Tippecanoe Counties. The manager of the 
Real Estate Dept. is Mr. C. J. Harmon. In the Burlington area, Mrs. 
Wayne Bush is in charge of Real Estate Sales. Office assistants in The 

tou t Agency, Inc. are Jorctta Harmon and Mrs. Lowell Brubaker. 

G. V. BROWN 
Mr. Brown began business in Flora in 1904 as a Watchmaker and 

Jeweler. He learned his trade in Kokomo previous to this date under 
C. K. McCain. Mr. Brown continued his business in Flora until his 
death in September 1950. The business was sold to F. K. Sisson and 
was later moved from 17 West Main Street to its present location on 

outh Center Street. 
In 1908 Mr. Brown was married to Edi th Moss. One son was born 

to them, Dr. Daniel M. Brown. Edith Moss was a daughter of Frank 
A. Moss who was editor of the Flora Sentinal. ] re also served for a 
time as postmaster. Mrs. Brown before her marriage worked at 
Horner's Store (now D. E. Cripe & Co. ) . 

Mr. Brown was the son of William Cass Brown and Mary Hoffman 
Brown and was born in Ervin Township, Howard County, April 8, 
1879. 

LOUDON PRINTING COMPANY, INC. 
T he Loudon Priuting Company, Inc., owned by Mr. and Mrs. 

Frank Loudon was started in Delphi in 1948. With many customers 
in Flora it was decided to move to Flora late in 1948 in the old 
Dairy Queen building. Later i t moved to the building now occupied 
by isson J ewelry and later yet in the building now occupied by the 
Wayne Loan Corp. before moving to 403 W. Maple in 1956. The 
company once published lhe Carroll Shopper, which had a great 
following in the cormnunity but due to a disastrous fire it had to 
suspend publication. 

The company specializes in job printing and its many customers 
are located all over the state. Printing is done by either the offset or 
the letterpress method giving the company a flexible plant which can 
produce almost anything from just a few to millions. 

Past and present employees include Tom McKinley, Tom Gill, 
]t· n ·y Ensinger, Dana Brower, Dana Keyes, Hilda Baum, Kathryn 
Wagoner, Jane Wilson and Bill London. 

The company is p1·oud to have been the pl'inters selected to edit 
and publish the Centennial Book fo r the Town of Flora, 1972. 

EARL C. SMITH, THE FURNACE MAN 
Mr. Smith was the son of Solomon S. and Mary Jane (Barnhart) 

mi th, both natives of Preble Co., Ohio. In 1904 oloman and Mary 
moved to Carroll Co., and permanently located on South Willow St., 
Flora. Earl C. left the family home in 1913 when he married Elnora 
Dorner, of Frankfort, Indiana, daughter of J ohn and Maggie (Rey
nolds) Dorner natives of Germany and Indiana. To Eal'l and El nora 
was born one daughter, Mary Jane who lived and was educated in 
Flora, and later married Voris L. Chapman of Carroll Co. Elnora died 
in 1969 after living a fuJI active life in Flom. She is buried in Maple 
Lawn Cemetery whe1·e the parents of Earl a1·e buried. 

Earl C. was educated in the Flora schools. Upon completion of his 
schooling, he began working in the hardwa1·e stores for Mr. E. E. 
Landis. Eventually Mr. Smilh owned his own hardware and heating 
and plumbing store until 1948 when he sold his business and began 
serv ing the community as a service man for the plumbing and heating 
units. On November 27, 1915, Earl installed his first of multiplied 
dozens of furnaces in Carroll Co. As a resu.lt of these installations, 
Earl became known as "The Furnace Man". 

When the Smiths came to Flora in 1904, they recalled the streets 
!Jeing d irt and gravel. The sidewalks on Main SLI·eet were wood and 
the sidewalks in the residential areas were gravel. Often horses sank 
up to their knees in mud on rainy days. 

In 1936 Earl C. began buying houses which he fixed up and rented. 
lie also bu ilt several houses in Flora among which two contain the 
lumber taken from the ·large hotel which stood on the spot now 
occupied by the IGA Store. 

THE COUGAR INN 
When the building was remodeled in 1947 by J oe St. Amand the 

restaurant was under the name of The Coffee Shop. Joe's wife, Cora 
t. Amand, ran it for 6 weeks then Esther Flora of Flora ran it for 

21 years. Then in 1966 Mr. and Mrs. Bill White of Flora, Indiana, 
bought the building from J oe I. Amand and then in March, 1971, 
was leased to Tina and Ed Hamil ton and sons, Charles, from San 
Leandro, Calif. and Edward, from Flora. At this tinle the restaurant 
name was changed to the Cougar Inn Restaurant. We arc proud and 
happy with the restaurant and the greatest people in this community 
walks thru our front door. 

JULIUS CLOTHING STORE 
ln the yeaT of 1941, June 25th, the Julius Clothing Store opened 

for operation in the L. V. Myer bu ilding. Roy Clark who had been 
employed at one lime in tire store started working also for Julius. 
Mr. Clark had formerly worked for R. L. Ledman. The Julius Clothing 
Store had been well known in the community and county for many 
years since Mr. Julius' father C. 0 . Julius had been in business in 
Delphi from 1901-1942. 

The thirty·one years that the clothing store has been in business 
the following people have worked i n the store : Jr. Viney, Gene Brim, 
AI Moss, Bob Eaton, Bill Garrison, Bob Adams, J ames Davis, J ack 
Mitchell , Dana Keyes, Mildred Garrison, Maureen Johnson, Harriet 
Brower, Dick Trent, Dick Wilson. 

The store has made a few minor changes in appearance. The 
changes have been in the quality and source of merchandise which 
has had its effect on drawing people from many miles. 



Compliments of 

Bishop & Bishop Law Offices 

Flora & Bishop Insurance Agency 

Bishop Tax Service 

1931 • • • • • • 1972 
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JOHN DEERE ~ • • NEW IDEA 

Bill Lee - Bill Pearson - Pete Jackson 

PHONE 967-4164 FLORA, INDIANA 



LEE 0. EIKENBERRY • • • 

Passenger Service, Delux 1920 Style 

Lee 0. Eikenberry, a pioneer in the air industry in the 
United States first was bit by the air bug in 1911 when 
he saw Lincoln Beechy fly from the Logansport fair 
grounds. He was using a Curtiss Pusher. 

' 
The winter of 1916 whi le in Miami, Florida, Glen 

Curtiss came down from New York State with three of 
his latest training planes. He used a sand field right where 
the Miami International Airport is located today. His 
instructors were charging $600.00 to so lo a student. Lee 
didn't have that kind of money, so all he could do was 
watch them fly, and dream about flying someday. World 
War I came along a few months later, and he was paid for 
learning. So in 15 short years after the Wright Brothers 
made their first flight, Lee was in the air flying Curtiss 
J-N-4D's which were nicknamed Jenny's. 

He was with an artillery unit the first six months in the 
Army and then transferred to Kelly Field in Texas. Early 
in the war he saw the first parachute jump ever made 
from an airplane. It was over Kelly Field by Vernon 
Castle of the famous dance team of Vernon and I rene 
Castle. 

In 1919 he was discharged from the Army and im
mediately signed on with the Kokomo Aviation Co. 
which had purchased 16 carloads of war surplus Curtiss 
Jenny's to use for barnstorming and resale. 

In 1920 he- purchased his own Curtiss airplane and 
brought it to Flora, thus becoming the first airplane 
owner in Carroll County. He landed in Spitler's Field 
near the school house, and through the generosity and 
civic mindedness of the late Bill and Harry Spitler Flora 
and Carroll County were furnished a landing field free of 
charge for the next 21 years. ltwas known as the closest
to-town airport in this part of the country. You could 

L to R: Lee Eikenberry, I. Aretz, Purdue Employee and 
Clyde Shockley, Muncie. 

land near the school house and be less than a city block 
from downtown. 

He operated Curtiss Jenny's out of Spitler's Field for 
severa l years, doing passenger carrying, and f lying wing 
walkers and chute jumpers at county fairs in Indiana, 
Ohio and Kentucky. In the early days in hot weather, 
many times it took him one so lid hour to climb 5,000 
feet, with a chute jumper. 

In 1927 the Flora Aviation Corp. was organized. Dr. 
John Flora was president, Clayton Ayres, vice-president; 
Lynn Ledman, secretary and treasurer; and Lee Eiken
berry was the chief pilot. They taught students, did 
passenger carrying and charter flights, and were dealers 
for Eaglerock and wa-co airplanes. 

Two of the more famous pilots Lee trained were Vic 
Pixey of North Judson who became chief test pilot for 
Republic Thunderbolt during World War II and Eddie 
Hudson of North Judson who, in 1967, had been with 
North American Aviation in California for 30 years. 

Lee was fortunate to stack up some firsts during his 
32 years and 15,000 hours of flying. In 1919 he was on 
the first air mail flight in Indiana. In 1920 he won the 
cross county trip out of Indiana. He flew a Jenny to 
Florida to fly at the state fair. In 1928 he flew the first 
retractable landing gear job in the U. S. and in 1932 he 
flew the first two-control p lane in the U. S. 

Lee retired in 1949 with many fine memories of his 
flying experiences. 

On October 1, 1967 Lee was the keynote speaker at 
the dedication of the Flora Municipal Airport. 

Lee passed away November 17, 1970 at his residence 
in Flora. 

The town of Flora is very honored to have been the 
home of this great pioneer in the air industry. 



Flora School Class ... 1895 

EARLY HOME IN FLORA 

Present home of Mr. and Mrs. Devere Hoffman, Picture taken before 1872. 

DOUBLE TROUBLE! 

Dean and Don Lowery 
15 month-o ld bouncers 



Harriet Brower, Roy Clark , Bob Julius. 

1941 . • • • • • 197.2 

JULIUS CLOTHING STORE 

21 SOUTH CENTER PHONE 967-4232 FLORA, INDIANA 4164 



THE 

PHONI (219) 967-4547 • FLORA, INDIANA 46929 

INSURANCE REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS 

4-County Insurance Service from the Insurance Center at 45 S. Center 

Carrol L. Stout, Pres. and Founder 

all Forms of 

Auto 
Homeowners 
·Farmowners 
Business Packages 
General Liability 
Workmens Compensation 
Fire - all Forms 
Inland Marine 
Burglary & Robbery 

Insurance 

Joretta Harmon, Sec'y & Receptionist 
Almeda Brubaker, Bookkeeper 

Serving 
Both the Farm 
and City Needs 

of 
Carroll, 
Howard, 

Cass, and 
Tippecanoe Co's. 

Since 1948. 

Mary L. Stout, Office Mgr. 

The Stout 
Agency 

backs the 
Flora Centennial 

as it does all 
Progressive 
Community 
Endeavors 

to 
Build a More 
Prosperous 

FLORA 

R. Gene Bray, V. Pres. 

Life Insurance 
Disability Income 
Health Insurance 

our Speciality. 

3 Licensed Agents 
to 

Serve You. 

C. J . Harmon, Real Estate Sales 



TRIANGLE FEEDS, INC. 
Purina Chows-Sanitations-Farm Supplies 

Phone Flora 967-4145 R.R. #1, Camden, Ind. 

Quality • Service • Dependability 

GRINDING 
MIXING 

Feeds 
Seeds a full serv1ce 
Grain 

. from a full time operation 

* * * * * 

YEAGER & SULLIVAN, INC. 

Quality Feeder Pigs 

Sorted • Graded • Sprayed for Lice and Mange 

Phone Flora 96 7-4145 n n \l2atl2l' v 
vav su\\Nan.\nn. or 

Camden 686-65 73 ® camden\ \nd\ana 



BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH • • • FLORA, 1972 

Front: Bob Reiffel, Raymond Douglass, Cullan Eikenberry, Bob Seagraves. Back: Steve Mills, 
John Bickel, Dan Seymour, Tom Odden, Webb Miller. 

Front: Dick Pully, Howard McGill, Lee Kingery. Back: Bob Cripe, Walt Allen, Dude Hardt, Don Craft. 



You Expect MORE From Standard ... and You GET it! 

Front: Rick and Kristen. Back: Shelly, Judy, Jon and Tom. 

ADAMS STANDARD SERVICE 
Junction State Roads 75 and 18 - Phone 967-4201 Flora, Indiana 



PRINTING 



• 

POLITICIANS who ever would have imagined!! 

Members of the Flora Town Board, 1972, in their better (?) days. 

'I love a Parade' 
ELDEN PRESSLER 

'You're nice to me' 
KENNETH McGILL 

'Wanna Fight?' 
PETE HOFFMAN 

'Call me Cutie' 
BOB JULIUS 

MY •.. How You Fellows Have Changed .•• ! 

Your Friendly Undertaker 
MARK CARTER 

Popsickle Kid 
JOE NORTHCUTT 

John Deere Tractor Pete 
' PETE' JACKSON 
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Oregeon and Becca Harter Crume 

Town of Flora, looking South from what is now Leiter 
Funeral Home. 

John and Sarah Eikenberry Harter 

Flora pike showing Abe Flora- later the Dav id Myer farm 
on State Road #18 east. 



A ~RES OIL CO., INC. 
FLORA, INDIANA 

1940 

Basil L. Ayres 
President & Owner 

1940 - 1971 

CARROLL COUNTY 

ABSTRACT COMPANY, INC. 

• ABSTRACTS OF TITLE 

• TITLE INSURANCE 

Agents for 
Pioneer National Title Insurance Co. 
Louisville Title Insurance Co. 
Southwest Title Insurance Co. 

• 
Member 

American and Indiana Land Title Ass'n. 
DELPHI - Room 1, Court Hse. IND. 46923 

Phone 317- 564-2351 

1972 

Richard L. Ayres, President 
Elizabeth Eller, V . President 
James E. Ayres, Sec'y.-Treas. 

BUYER & TRANSPORTER 
OF GRAIN 

SATELLITE 

TRANSPORT Inc. 

VAUGHN GARRISON 

P. 0 . Box 207- Flora, Indiana 
Indiana Watts 800 - 552-7732 

Office Phone 
219 - 967-4116 

Residence Phone 
219 - 967-4342 



GROWING WITH THIS COMMUNITY 

-

Shell's First Tank Wagon Present Giant Transport 

Bill Lantz and Walter Allen 

Distributing Shell Products 
Auto & Farm Supply - Gasoline - Motor Oil - Grease - Fuel Oil 

Diesel Oil - Tires - Batteries - Filters - Animal Health Chemicals 

TANK TRUCK SALESMEN- BILL LANTZ, EVERETT CUNNINGHAM, JERRY SKILES 

CRAWFORD PETROLEUM CO. 
STATE ROADS 39 and 18 DELPHI, INDIANA 



THE GRAVE DIGGERS • • • AMEN! 

BURYING THE RAZOR'"' FLORA CENTENNIAL 1972 

Em McKiney, Steve Mills, Chauncey Gooding, Dick Leiter, Pete Hoffman, Don Craft, Ed Angle, Jerry Reinke 

FREQUENT VISITOR TO FLORA . ... 

Ed Kinzie 

CARTER 
FUNERAL HOME 

204 South Center 
Flora, Indiana 

Mark & Mary Catherine 

Carter 



STEPHAN'S 

I G A FOODLINER 

FLORA, INDIANA 

A FRIENDLY AND PROGRESSIVE SHOPPING CENTER 

IN A PROUD AND PROSPEROUS COMMUNITY 

ROBERT L. STEPHAN 13 WEST WALNUT 



FLORA EIGHTH GRADE ... 1892 
Standing: Harry Gibbs, Wm. Sheets, principal, Harley Lesh, Charles Sandifu r, 'Nard Havens, Jesse Bennett, Hatt ie 
Moore. Seated: Cora Cromer, Jesse Bright, Maude Rowland, Merle Sandifur, Claude Rowland, May Michaels. 
Front row: Luther Cook, L. D. Brackney, D. E. Allbaugh, 

G. A. R. Company Reun ion 3rd Ind. Calvary, Co. H. 

Fourth of July in Flora. Post Office lower left corner. 
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You've 
got a 

lot to 

live 

Our 33rd Year in Flora 

CLAWSON 
REGAL STORE 
FRED CLAWSON 

FLORA, INDIANA 

Pepsi's 
got a 

lot to 

give! 

Standard Oil , a progressive company since 
1889, congratulat es the Town of Flora o n its' 
100th Anniversary. As Flora has progressed , 
Standard Oil has kept pace. Today we serve 
t his a rea with modern equipment , quali ty p ro
ducts and dependable delivery. 

YOU EXPECT MORE FROM 

• ~T~ 
STANDARD 

~·~ 
AND YOU GET IT! 

KENNETH McGILL, AGENT 
Flora, Indiana 

Flowers & Gifts 
for All Occasions 

CLAWSON 
REGAL BLOSSOMS 

HELEN CLAWSON 

FLORA, INDIANA 



FINE PORTRAITS AND 
COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

DOUGLASS STUDIO 
19 W. Main - Phone 967-3052 

FLORA, INDIANA 

ELLER 

FERTILIZER SERVICE, Inc. 
Phone 967-4168- Flora, Indiana 

A Complete Farm Fert i lity 
Program for Every Farm 

Dea ler in 

RAINBOW 

Fine Family of Plant Foods 

Seed Corn- Chemicals - Seeds 

You have t ried the rest - Now try the Best 

Compliments of 

EIKENBERRY 
INSURANCE SERVICE 

• 

Office In My Home 

--- · 

Flora - Bringhurst Road 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FLORA 
ON HER 100th BIRTHDAY 

SHELL 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

ALLEN'S SHELL 
SERVICE STATION 

FLORA, INDIANA - PHONE 967-4305 



JOHNS. and MAUDE BERNARD OAKS 

John Oaks was born in 1884 and moved to the Flora 
community in early childhood where he lived until his 
death in 1967 at the age of 82. He was in business in 
Flora for 60 years as a coal, cement, feed and fertilizer 
dealer and a cement block manufacturer. He sold the 
business in 1960 to Von A. Burton. John was a member 
of the First Brethren Church and a director of The 
Bright National Bank. 

Mrs. Oaks graduated from the class of Flora High School 
of 1900. She took over her fathers insurance bu siness in 
1910 and wrote insurance in this community for 25 
years. She died in 1968 at the age of 85. 

From One 

JAMES W. AYRES 

James W. Ayres was one of the early pioneers of this 
community. On September 14, 1854 he married Ellen 
Quinn of the Cutler community. They settled on a farm 
just north of Cutler that is known today as the "Old 
Ayres Homestead." They had six sons. At the time of 
his death , Mr. Ayres owned all the land between Cutler 
and Bringhurst on both sides of what now is State Road 
75. 

He and his wife donated the land for the railroad from 
Cutler to Bringhurst. All oftheAyres' of this community 
are his descendents except Clayton and his family . Clay
ton is nephew of James W. Ayres. 

"Old Timer" 

To Another 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
FLORA, INDIANA 

L. S. AYRES & CO. Indianapolis • Lafayette - Ft. Wayne, Indiana 



John Siegrist and Mike Retherford. 

L toR: John Siegrist, Archie Ladwick, Keith Siegrist, Ren Ball- About 1925. 



AS FLORA OBSERVES ITS 
CENTENNIAL ••• 1872 -1972 

H OlliR .DEMOCRAT 

We Observe 75 Years 

As Your Weekly Newspaper 

THE HOOSIER DEMOCRAT 

1897 ••• 1972 



Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
FLORA-MONROE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Library Board was organized on August 20, 
1915, when Henry Sanborn of Indianapolis, acting 
secretary of the Library Commission of the State of 
fndiana, came to this city after certain preliminary 
steps had been taken by Rev. C. C. Ford and others 
for the establishment of a public library. The board 
consisted of three appointed by the judge of the 
e<Ounty, two by the Town Board, two by the nine 
member board. Rev. C. C. Ford acted as president, 
being elect~d at the organization meeting to serve 
until October 1, 1916. Things went very fast at first, 
but when a location was needed it seemed as though 
no one would give a boost. Finally a lot was cited 
that could be purchased and the Grant Cook lot on 
North Center Street was decided upon at a cost of 
$1,183.20 and solicitors were sent out to secure funds. 
The Carnegie Foundation furnished $10,000.00 to
ward the costs. A building was erected for $9,964.25. 

At last the time had come and on Saturday morn
ing, August 17, 1918 at 9:30 a.m., the new Flora 
Public Library was thrown open to the public and 
books were let out to the patrons of Flora and Mon
roe Township. It had been the desire of the board 
to arrange a program for the dedication of the fine,, 
new building, but owing to the fact that all the peo
ple were so busy and delays were met in every way 
the board decided to open the library without any 
of the customary frills , merely by announcing the 
date and it was their earnest hope that everyone 
would make use of their opportunity to use this com
munity institution. Miss Ruth Dawson was the first 
librarian and her salary was set at $35.00 per month. 

After the resignation of Miss Dawson as librarian 
in 1946, Mrs. Jack (Eleanor) Carter was hired to serve. 
Mrs. Carter served until 1948 when Mrs . Galen 
(Kathern) Shope was hired. She resigned in 1956 and 
Mrs. DeVere (Martha) Hoffman present librarian ac
cepted the position. Assisting Mrs. Hoffman are Mrs. 
Georgeanna Krauss and Carole Curts as page. Others 
who have worked are: Mary Jane (Crook) Stella, 
Carolyn (Miller) Oyler, Beverly (Kinzer) Wolf, Jane 
(Leiter) MacFarland, Janis (Harmon) Hahn, Evelyn 
Fogarty, Judy (Curts) Hamm and Gloria Stout. 

The library has operated under the "1947 Library 
Law as amended in 1953." In 1965 it was changed to 
a seven member board as amended by law. Three 
members are appointed by the Judge of Circuit Court, 
two by the Town Board and two by the School Board. 
The present board is Richard Leiter, president; F. 
Donald Brower, vice-president; Mrs. Jane Bishop, 
treasurer; Mrs. Naomi Butcher, secretary and Mrs. 
Violet Dyson; Mrs. Mae Chittick and Eddie Krauss, Jr. 

The first library board was: J. W. Brower, presi
dent; E. G. Kitzmiller, vice president; M. W. Eaton, 
treasurer; W. T. Lytle, secretary; Mrs. Ethel Goslee, 
W. V. Pearson, W. B. Kearns, Mrs. Hiram Tinkle and 
Mrs. Dan Cromer. Others who have served are G. E. 
Voorhees, Mrs. T. Peters, Joseph Harter, E. E. Landis, 
J. W. Eikenberry, Geo. McCain, Mrs. Mervin Wikle, 

Mrs. Roy Good, Mrs. Lora Hawkins, J. V. Bright, Mrs. 
J. S. Jones, Martha Kitsmiller, Gladys Hursh, Glenn 
Smith, David Allbaugh, F. H. Collier, Warren Knapp, 
Mrs. E. L. Kuns, Mrs. Mable Wickard, Helen (Myer) 
Wason, Mrs. Jessie Spitler, W. A. Aschanhort, Wm. 
Wingard, Charles Eikenberry, Mrs. Rena Siegrist, 
Hoy Musselman, Mark Carter, Ora Shirar, Mrs. Char
lene Landis, Alfred Moss, Mrs. Marie Burns, Mrs. 
Margery Brim, Glenn Ramsey, Mary Jane Harter, and 
Mrs . Helen Pearson. 

The book stock now has been built up to 18,340 
books and 511 paperbacks. The library subscribes to 
46 current magazines. In addition the library also 
has 450 recordings, which are circulated just as books 
and magazines. An average yearly circulation is 
28,350. 

Each summer a reading program is held among the 
children of the grade school age. During an eight 
week period those children reading ten or more books 
are taken to the Indianapolis Zoo for a day's outing. 
During the winter months there is a "Story Hour" 
each Saturday, with films being shown occasionally. 

The library has also been the recipient of many 
gifts; to name a few, an AM-FM Stereo Radio and 
Phonograph; book shelfs for Memorial Books and 
new shrubs in front of the library. Books are also 
given in memoriam, with a placard placed in each 
book with the donor and the person in whose memory 
the book is given. 

The Clubroom in the basement of the library is 
used by organizations for meetings and parties. Sev
eral organizations now hold regular meetings there. 
There is also a kitchen with facilities for serving 
refreshments. The basement also contains a room 
used for filing magazines, which are kept on file for 
five years, when listed in Reader's Guide. 

Many improvements have been made to keep the 
library in good coQdition and make it more attractive. 
New lighting was installed; a new furnace; an emer
gency door and back sidewalk; the building was in
sulated and storm windows installed; all the tables 
and chairs were refinished and formica tops put on 
the tables; air conditioning; a new front door and 
book return; the floors were carpeted both upstairs 
and down; drapes were hung in the reading room 
and meeting room; the building was completely re
wired and the kitchen and bathrooms were re
modeled. In 1972 a new water cooler was installed 
and new coat racks put up in the basement. 

The Flora Public Library has merged with Monroe 
Township to form the Flora-Monroe Township 
Library. Equal taxation was levied to extend 
service to the people. As of January 1 , 1972 serv
ice was extended by contract to the citizens of 
Democrat Township. It is the hope of the board that 
in time all townships in the school corporation can 
be served. 

The Flora Public Library and the Delphi Public 
Library have entered into an agreement to ~ave re
ciprocal borrowing privileges. Any person .1?. good 
standing at either library can use the fac1hhes of 
either library. 
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Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
FLORA POST OFFICE 

(The following history w as prepa1·ed for ~he dedi
cation progmm of the new Flom Post Offtce, Feb-
ma1·y 15, 1964.) . 

Saturday's dedication of the Flora Post Office re
calls much of the 92-year old history for area resi
dents. James R. Davis, local postmaster since 1957, 
provided much of the information from records of 
the Post Office Department. 

The new building, the eighth to house the local 
facility, was <lpened to public use on Saturday, Feb
ruary 15, 1964. Construction was begun on August 6, 
1963, and completed on February 6 this year. 

Established as Ina on August 29, 1872, the name 
was changed to Flora on August 25, 1873. Moses 
Harter was appointed as postmaster on August 29, 
1872, and served for four years and five months. 

Other postmasters and their dates of appointment 
have been: Francis M. Shoemaker, January 26, 1877; 
William Landis, March 30, 1880; Amos R. Wood, 
November 5, 1885; Amos R. Woods, January 11, 
1886; James J. Moss, May 11, 1886; Noah Minnick, 
August 7, 1889. 

Also, Frank A. Moss, April 6, 1893; Louis T. Bell, 
June 15, 1897; John L. Roblyer, May 22, 1913; Harry , 
R. Burns, May 6, 1920; Gilbert R. Jordan, January 8, 
1922; Ches ter Wagoner, May 30, 1934, and Davis, 
April 30, 1957. . 

A check of the receipts of the local post office 
during the past 33 years shows a large growth. Re
ceipts in 1963 totaled $46,014 with an adjusted figure 
of $34,280. Starting in 1930 and following five-year 
periods the receipts were: 1930-$8,032; 1935-
$6,003 ; 1940- $7,459; 1945- $13,498 ; 1950- $18,632; 
1955-$35,183; and 1960 - $40,945 (adjusted to 
$33,166). 

The first Post Office was located on Center Street 
in the approximate location of the present Utility 
Office. The frame building also housed the Shoe
maker Store. During the administra tion of William 
Landis the office was moved around the corner to 
the west on Walnut Street to another frame struc
ture located in the same place as the present rear 
of the town building. 

While Noah Minnick was postmaster, the location 
was on Main Street (about where Tate's Shoe Shop 
is now operating). 

When James J. Moss was postmaster, the post of
fice was located in the room which now composes 
the east half of John's Tavern on West Main Street. It 
was moved during the administration of Louis Bell 
to a frame building located approximately where 
Sisson's Jewelry Store is now located. 

Although no exact dates are available the facility 
was moved to the corner of Center and Columbia 
Streets while John Roblyer was postmaster. This is 
now Payne's Drug Store. 

In 1933, during the administration of Gilbert J or
dan, the post office was moved from that locati.on. to 
the one which was vacated when the new bmldmg 

went into use. 
According to J. Floyd Wheeler, who lived his entire 

life in Flora, lock boxes were first offered to Flora 
patrons during the administration of Mr. Minnick. 
Those boxes were opened with keys. 

Another prominent date in the history of the Flora 
Post Office was the advent of town delivery. This 
occurred on October 1, 1951. 

FLORA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
A municipal airport for the Town of Flora came 

under consideration by the Town Board of Trustees 
in the early spring of 1966 when they entered into 
a contract with Irvin Calhoun to purchase acreage 
for the site. An agreement had been made between 
the town board and the local flying club that if the 
land was purchased, the flying club would provide 
money to grade, seed, fence, install boundry markers 
and other necessary equipment to have the airport 
accepted and approved by the Indiana State Aero
nautics Commission. 

Local merchants and businessmen were solicited 
by the flying club, and members of the club dug into 
their own pockets to raise a total of $4,000.00 for 
the development. 

The site was then purchased by the town of Flora 
and work was begun to prepare the airport for use. 
The airport was opened for public use on July 4, 1966. 

The official dedication was held in October of 
1966 with an invocation by Rev. Milton Craig, p as
tor of the First Christian Church, followed by a talk 
by Leland Eikenberry, a pioneer of aviation in this 
area. A guest speaker from Bunker Hill AFB (now 
Grissom AFB) was also present. 

Runway lights were added to the field in 1967 
and flashing strobe Runway End Identification Lights 
were installed in 1970, making the airport useable at 
night as well as th~ daylight hours. 

At present, five planes are based at Flora Munici
pal Airport, and itinerant traffic is increasing each 
year. 

Many people in the community have been taught 
to fly by Keith Sisson and have earned their private 
pilot license through his efforts. Elaine Smith is the 
only woman to receive her private license from this 
airport. 

KIL KARE CLUB 
The firs t regular meeting of the Kil Kare Club was 

in April, 1928 with twenty charter members. Th ey 
now have a membership of twenty-four. Four of the 
charter members still living are Flossie Burton, Elsie 
McCarty, Kathryn Landis, and Mae Yeager. 

We try to have interesting and entertaining pro
grams each month. W e have had picnics, gone on 
trips, and many dinner parties. In December we al
ways have a turkey dinner, Christmas program and 
exchange gifts. In April, 1968 we celebra ted our 
40th anniversary with a dinner party at the Suburban. 

We have given gifts to many charitable organiza
tions, among them is the Carroll County Association 
for Retarded Children. 

.. 



First Vandalia freight station, Flora. (1906) Freight station. Built 1908. Cost $10,000 

A group of passengers just arrived from Virginia at the old Vandalia Station in Flora. 

Wreck of 1910. Station only 2 years old. 
? I 



Bill Eckerle and Crew 

Bill Hurley, Ray Cook, Charles Stouse in Seat; Basil Ayres, Lee Fife, Eddie Ayres, Henry Powell, Town Marshal. 



LeRoy C. Hink le was born February 11 , 
1893, in Washington Township, Carrol l 
County, Ind iana. 

A song composer , among his better known · 
songs were "Crimson Bells of Indiana," 
"Indiana Fight," one -of Indiana University's 
cheer songs, the state song, " New Jersey, My 
Garden State," and "Sa ilor's Dream," written 
aboard ship during his tour of duty w ith the 
U. S. Navy in World War I. 

A graduate of Bringhurst High School and 
a member of the United Methodist Church 
there, he received his Bachelor's Degree from 
Indiana University and his Master's Degree 
from Columbia University . 

He began teaching piano at the age of 16 
and taught school at Deer Creek, Hammond, 
East Chicago, and at Dover, N.J., unti l his 

retirement. 
One of nine children born to William and 

Martha Cohee Hinkle, brothers and sisters 
were Nellie Deitz and Eva Mentzer, both of 
Bringhurst, Bert Hinkle, Anchorage, Alaska, 
Charles Hinkle of Flora, Anna Williams of 
Lynn, Loren Hinkle of Marion, Wayne Hink le 
of Portland, and John M. Hinkle of Honolulu, 
Hawaii. 

He was never married. 
He passed away December 12, 1970 in 

Dover, N.J. Funeral serivces were held in 
Flora and burial was in Rock Creek Cemetery, 
north of Deer Creek. 

Chas. Hinkle Sale Barn and Garage- 1913 
Where Smith Construction Co. is now 

At the Launching Pad 
By Lois E. Lane 

If as they say change st imulates one's personality, there shou ld be no cause for 
st agnation today. The imminency and speed of th is changing world was accented 
when a member of a preceding generation came up w ith, "Why don't you remember 
when - -? "The conversat ion centered around a smal l-town grocery and general 
merchandise store, appearing in retrospect as part of another world of long ago. 
When it comes to change, no area can quite top that of merchandising as practiced 
in sma ll -town stores a little over a generation ago. There was no lack of items, for 
they sold everything from pins to pickles, and much of the merchandise reflected, as 
it does today, a way of life. Shucking gloves (the two-thumb kind) sold by the 
dozen, coal oi l for kitchen stoves, brooms, salt-f ish in kegs, coffee grains bought in 
large sacks, ground in the o ld coffee mill and carefully weighed and packaged. T here 
was the gasoline pump out f ront where gas was laboriously pumped by hand for 

customers. 
We reminisced about the brisk activity around the premises from six to seven in 

the morning as the hucksters prepared their trucks for the long day's run - checking 
t ires, radiators, gas tanks and being sure everything was carefully and fu lly stocked 
inside the truck. There was the bread man, the milk man, the ice man who iced up 
the refrigerators in the trucks. In spring months there was the "hot-house" man from 
Camden, who was on hand every morning w ith his plants- flats and f lats of cabbage, 
tomato, pansies- - whatever kind the customer might want. And the bags and bags 
of chicken feed- a starter for baby chicks, growing mash and laying mash. The heavy 
bags rested on fenders- bumpers- any place inside or out where there was a mite of 
space. These trucks almost groaned under their weight as they pulled out promptly 

at seven. 
In these days of affluence, it's hard to real ize many farm families then were short 

of cash and had to barter eggs, ch ickens, - even lard for their groceries. Former huck
sters can tell some weird (and true) ta les of battling snowdrifts, especial ly in zero 
weather when they tried, sometimes in vain, to keep the chickens from freezing or 

dying of exposure. 
We tal ked about specia l promotion days - -times when an accommodating baker 

in Logansport would bake silver dollars in some of the loaves of bread. (At about 
the same time there were heated controversies about the virtues of sliced bread over 
the unsl iced.) And then those annual Christmas parties! Some wi ll never forget the 
gay customers who crowded the town hal1 to capacity, where the children provided 
the program with their "p ieces" and music. There w ere the baskets of groceries for 
the lucky ones - - the refreshments dispensed to the hungry, merry crowd by the 
hucksters themselves with the help of wholesalers - - coffee, hot dogs- cookies. 

There is no feeling of nostalgia for those days. T he merchandise could in no way 
compete with the handy, pre-packaged, pre-cooked and frozen food in the brightly 
lighted stores of today. But in this process of rapid change, it is inevitable that here, 
also, something has been lost . Folks didn't stray too far from home then and the 
"huckster day" was an important occasion. Since it took time to fi ll the order, 
weigh the chi ckens and case the eggs, this provided an interlude for a pleasant ex
change of news · ideas - all that goes into that personal re lationsh ip that seems to 
have evaporated in many businesses and professions today. 

It's funny, isn't it, but condit ions I 've described weren't back in the dark ages. In 
fact, w ith a little questioning, you cou ld f ind sprinkled al l over this territory men 
and women (and not too old either) who, as farm boys and girls, looked forward 
eagerl y to the huckster truck. They can tell you how they would stand around wait
ing patient ly and drooling in anticipation of that super bonus - - the penny candy 

dispensed by the friend ly huckster. 



Rev. and Mrs. W. T. Lytle and daughters Arlene Mann, Pauline Beck. 

Front Row: Delbert Wray, Lois Wray Bitler, Fred W. Flora, Helen Flora 
Walker. Back Row: Newt Wray, Dave Wray, Gideon Wray, Mamie Wray, 
Medford Flora, Luema Flora, Margaret Wray. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Serling 
and daughter Esther McCracken. 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING . • • 

JOHN H. FLORA 
All the girls took a second look 

ADOLPH HAINES 
Talents Unlimited 

EVERETT COCHRAN 
Hasn't changed too much 

ELMER CRIPE 
Just lifted an apple from the local grocery 



Steve Young, President 

Steve Says •.• 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

TOWN OF FLORA 

ON ITS 100th BIRTHDAY 

We Started In Flora In 1946 .•• 

It was a glorious and self-rewarding day 26 years ago when SAYCO sh ipped 
their first shipment of finished brass f ixtures to a customer in California. With 
a dedicated payroll of 3 plus the boss, SAYCO had launched its beginning to 
become one of the largest and most respected brass manufacturers in the 
world today. Todays customers number in the thousands and SA YCO pro
ducts are shipped all over the world. 

Several residents of this community have been with SAYCO for over 20 
years testify ing to the f act that public relations between SAYCO and its 
employees have and always will have top priority. Many invocations have 
been started by Mr. Young toward his employees that have guaranteed a 
cordial relationship between plant and management down through the years. 

With a two million dollar payroll, largest user of power and water and 
postal serv ices plus thousands of dollars poured into the community SAYCO 
has been a decided factor in the growth of Flora and surrounding community. 

In 1972we have starter! our second 25years in Flora, and with our contin
ued fine relationship with the Town of Flora and its people we hope to 
continue our growth together for the next 25 years. 

l .. 

Ll --'-' 1--l ---"-
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Home of SA YCO .. . World's Largest Independent Brass Manufacturer 

~EN A. YOUNG CORPORATION 
PHONE 219-967-4141 

FLORA, INDIANA 

~·:. ~::- :.::·: 
-·· 



Chas. Zook Family dressed-up in Sunday best with brand-spanking new car. 

Smith Bros. Store 

Laying cornerstone, 

Presbyterian Church, 1910 

, 



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK . • • YOU MAY BE ON CANDID CAMERA! 

Julia Crook, Geneva Clingenpeel, Wayne Crook, Henry Crook. 

DICK LEITER 
Showmanship Plus 

AREN'T THEY JUST DOLLS? 

ED ESSERMAN 
and Old Faithful 

Bink Keyes 

DA L E BOLLER 
Isn't He Cute? 

JEAN SMITH 
'I'm a good k id' 



ESSER~AN TIRE SERVICE, INC. 
702 E. ColumbiaSt., Flora, Ind. 304 N. Main St., Frankfort, Ind. 

YOUR FIRESTONE DEALER FOR 27 YEARS 

Before Remodeling Today's Modern Station 

Tom Gibson, 23 years, Flora Mgr. 
E. J. Viney- 17 years 
Don Myer - 8 years 
Bill Tyra- 5 years 
Curt Gibson - 4 years 
Herb Henrichs - 1 year 
L. C. Hester- Part Time 5 years 
Rick Hester - Part Time 3 years 
Mike Gillam- 1 year 

E. W. Esserman, Pres. 
Flora Businessman 35 yrs. 

Gene Michael, 
16 years, Frankfort Mgr. 

Robert Burns- 1 year 
Jim Thomas- 1 year 
Jay Wills- 1 year 
Eugene Phebus - 1 year 
Greg Michael- 4 years 
Carolyn Dunham - 1 year 

These fine Men and Women have served you over the past 31 years: 

Ralph Brower Bill Brown Irvin Angle Dick Bronson 
Frank Brower Bill Johnson Earl McKinley Lonnie Jervis 
Raymond Brower Tom Adams Pauline Pitzer Orville Reed 
Robert Kinzer Gene Walker Dorval Allen Louis Wagoner 
Terry Kinzer Clayton Hutson Robert Fraley Glenn Wells* 
Wayne Esserman Bill Williams Elva Stouse Anna Weaver* 
Carole Esserman Larry Garrison Glen Wagoner 
Barbara Michael Lonnie Garrison Bill Garrison *Deceased 
Dave Reeves Dennis Platenga Dick Pitts 

I 



John Davis and Son Walter 

Baum School in 1913 

John Davis and R. W. Perry- 1909 Frank Davis and Virgil Eikenberry 

q l 



LOOK CLOSE • . • •. They M·ay Be Your Next Door Neighbors 

Helen Clawson babysitting with Brother Bill Briggs. Bill kept that famous 
smile, but lost his hair. 

DOYLE JERVIS GENEVA HARMON 
"Get this picture taking over with" No doubt studying her shorthand 

F. KEITH SISSON 
"Me Fly?" ... Never! 

DALE BROWER 
" The girls were crazy about my curls" 

; 



Brief Histories of Flora Businesses .. 
STEPHEN A . YOUNG CORPORATION 

From 3 employees in 1946 to over 250 employees in 1972 indicates 
the fabulous growth record of SA YCO in Flora·: .. the world's largest 
independent manufacturer of brass fittings for the home and industry. 
Pioneered by Mr. Stephen A. Young 26 years ago the local factory 
lias become known around the world for many innovations introduced 
to the plumbing business over the years. Patents upon patents are 
held by the local firm that has put a great demand on the products 
built and designed by Mr. Young. Probably the most famous and the 
most common is the Spin N Grin sink strainer, the only valve action 
s$rainer in the world. Millions have been produced at the local plant 
over the past 20 years. Mr. Young, a native of Chicago, has made 
Flora and SA YCO a household word in thousands of homes, apart· 
ments and trailers the world over. 

In 1966 the payroll at the local plant topped $1,000,000 for the first 
time. This year of 1972 it is pushing the 2,000,000 dollar mark. 
SA YCO has never had a serious lay-off in its 26 years of manufac
turing but has continually upped production and employment over 
the last quarter century. 

Many £01·eign manufacturers have visited the local plant in the past 
several years, marvelling at the vast production facilities and yet with 
the personal pride of the employees enables tbe company to fully 
guarantee every fixture that leaves the plant not for a few years 
but for a Jiftime of safe, carefree operation. 

SA YCO is proud to be a pru"t of Flora and its birthday celebration 
. . . and Flora is ex trcmely proud to be a part of SA YCO. 

SHELL OIL TANK SERVICE 
Harry linman operated this business up until 1933. Orman Zinn 

was the next operator from 1933 to 1935. C. W. Patterson was a second 
drive1· for Mr. Zinn . George Banes and C. W. Patterson operated it ' 
until 1939 and then Mr. Patterson until 1947. George Banes took it 
over a"ain until 1952 when Don Tinsman assumed the route until 
1960. During this yeru· the plant was moved from Flora and consoli
dated with the one in Delphi. Mr. Tinsman continued on until 1967 
and then assumed a position at the bulk plant at Delphi, Bill Lantz 
is the present tlutk w·iver serving this area with gasoline, fuel oils 
and other products of the Shell Pen·oleum Co. 

SHEAGLEY BARBER SHOP 
Came to Bringhurst in 1910 to stay with my sister, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Retherford. I worked in the barber shop, shined shoes, cleaned cuspi
dors, peddled the Indianapolis Star and worked on farms in the 
summer. In 1914 I was cutting some hair and shaving some of the 
brave ones. 1 graduated in 1919 and bought the barber shop with the 
help of Ed Quinn, Charles Craig and Lee Moss that went on my note. 
There isn't a man Jiving in Bringhurst today in business when I 
started. I owe this community a lot ... they have been good to me 
. . . God bless them. 

CRAWFORD PETROLEUM COMPANY 
August 1, 1963, D. P. Crawford purchased Shell Oil Company hold

ings in Carroll and Clinton Counties consisting of one Bulk Plant 
located south of Delphi three miles and west of Flora six miles and 
one Bulk Plant located on State Road 28 West in Frankfort. 

Employees consisted of D. P. Crawford, Flora; Everett Cunningham, 
Delphi; Ethel Cunningham, Delphi; Don Tinsman, Flora; B. J. 
Logan, Frankfort and Ron Crawford, Delphi. . 

Total thru put in galJons was approxinlately 1,200,000 m the first 
full year, mostly to rural and urban customers. There were ten small 
Service Stations !or retail sales. 

Today, nine years later, Crawford Petroleum Company has twenty 
three (23) ervice tations, three Bulk Plants, twelve employees and 
does in excess o£ 6,000,000 gallons per year in Carroll, Clinton, Tipp~
canoe, Benton, Newton, Jasper counties in Indiana and Iroquois 
county in lllinois. 

FLORA COIN LAUNDRY 
Opened in Flora at the old location of Dunkin's Grocery, March 

2 1960. A year later additional washers were installed plus additional 
d'rying equipment. In 1970 a coin-operated dry cleaning machine was 
put in to broaden the services offered. Ned Long owns and operates 
the business. 

FLORA CLEANERS 
Floyd and Ruby Sigman purchased this business from Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Cassman of Peru on Sept. 1, 1956. They ran the business 
for eight years until Mrs. Sigman became ill. Mrs. Jean Albaugh then 
worked followed by Mrs. Angeline Fiie, Miss Jane Wilson, Mrs. Susie 
Lang Richter. We wish to thank the people of Flora and surrounding 
community for their support and hope to serve them for many years 
to come. 

SATELLITE TRANSPORT, INC. 
Satellite Transport, Inc. was formed in March, 1965 by Vaughn and 

Rita Garrison who were previously owners of a local grain and ferti
lizer trucking company which they sold to a firm in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. Garrison after selling out in late 1964 had several local demands 
for grain trucking which the St. Louis, Mo. firm had not given them 
service they needed. At that time Mr. Garrison was employed by them 
and plll·chased 2 new semi's to help on the local grain and has kept 
increasing our fleet since that time which at the present time are 
operating 12 complete semi's out of this area and working approxi
mately 15 to 20 full time drivers, Mechanic's and office employee. 

SISSONS BEAUTY SHOP 
Opened in 1952 at 407 W. Elm Street in Flora. Moved to 203 E. 

Main Street in 1961, then moved to 112 Mohawk Drive. Operated this 
business until 1963 and then closed because of health reasons. Re
opened in 1969. Open now 21h days per week by appointment only. 

AYRES OIL CO., INC . 
The Ayres Oil Co., Inc. was started as the Ayres Bros. Oil Co., Inc. 

at Marion, Ind. The three Ayres brotl1ers, Ancil, Basil rutd Elmer built 
a station in Marion in 1937. This was a 3-bay station and the largest 
in that city. On week-ends cars were lined up blocks back to buy 
gas at the first independent station in Marion. In 1939 Basil sol d his 
interest and moved back to Flora buying the present ground and 
starting a bulk plant and filling station. Cars and trucks yet in 1940 · 
were greased over an open pit. Basil had two sons, James F . and 
Richard L. and in the early 194Q's the boys left for service and with 
help being scarce, modem equipment was installed. Dick rejoined the 
company after the wru· and the company incorporated. Basil Ayres, 
Faye Ayres, Richard Ayres with stock going to James E. and Eliza
beth Ayres Eller. 

Ayres Oil Co. continued to progress until the late 60's when natural 
gas began to invade our community:. As tlus is written fuel oil is 
almost a thing of the past ... but in the <W's it was a luxury. On 
J tme 30, 1971 Faye Ayres passed away. On Oct. 11, 1971 Basil Ayres 
died. The company is now owned by Richard Ayres, Elizabeth Ayres 
and James Ayres. 

ELLER FERTILIZER, INC. 
On Dec. 27, 1964, a new business was started to service farmers in 

this county and surrounding counties. Eller Fertilizer Service, Inc . 
started business this day with LeRoy C. Eller, president; and vice 
president the former Margaret Marley of Flora. They are r etailers 
of small field seed, fertilizers, chemicals, nitrogen and have a com
plete soil analysis lab. The local firm employees 8, local people, who 
service over 450 farms in this area averaging from 60 acres to as 
high as 1400 acres. Tonnage is increasing over 10,000 tons per year. 
We are proud of our employees, our farmers and our local business· 
men who made tlus growth and establishment possible. 

SUBURBAN RESTAURANT 
The building was built by Fred Frye for a Ford Agency. It was 

converted into a restaurant in 1965 and operated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Hicks. On Jan. 15, 1966 it was operated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Landis until 1969. It was then leased to Mr. and Mrs. Mick 
Graham who have operated it since that time. They provide cafeteria 
service rutd have facilities to serve two large parties at the same time. 

GRAHAMS CORNER 
This building has been a restaurant since the time it was built. 

Many people have operated it: Mike Hardy, Nellie Sines, Scott John
son and Fred Hinkle. Ralph and Don Brower, J olm Garrison, Dale 
Brower, Don Webster, Ron Brower, Helen and Dick Sines. It was 
sold in 1970 by Dale Brower to Mick and Ann Graham who have 
operated it since that time. 

13 



Brief Histories of Flora Bu'sinesses 
PIZZA KING DRIVE-IN 

Zooks B-K Pizza IGng is owned and operated by Jan and Wayne 
Zook. They employ two ftdl-time and 8 pa:rt-time ·~mployees ... open 
7 days a week. The drive-in was built by Idella and the late George 
Burnham and started operation in 1959. It was then sold to Mrs. 
Mii·iam Petersou who in turn sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cook. 
Roscoe and Maxine Bryant purchased the business in 1964. In 1968 
the Zooks assumed management of the business and stayed open the 
year around. The drive-in is a favorite gathering place of the yotmg 
people after ball games and other functions. 

THE FLORA THEATRE 
The Flora Theatre first opened its doors to movie patrons on Dec. 

21, 1935. J ohn M. Dixon from Chicago was responsible for the town 
and nearby commurrity having a motion picture theatre. When it first 
opened, it occupied the south half of the Brumfield building on the 
Southeast comer of Center and Columbia streets. In furnishing the 
theatre, some materials from the 1933-34 Chicago World Fair were 
used; these materials included the main entrance doors which ru·e 
now in use between the inner and outer lobbies. In 1937 the walls 
were decorated with a series of life-sized plaques of two local youths, 
done i n bas-relief. Mary GruTison, who later was elected "Corn 
Queen", modeled as the you ng woman and Eddie Clingenpeel posed 
as the young man. These sculptu res continue to decorate the Theatre 
Auditorium. 

The theatJ:e was operated by Mr. Dixon wltil 1942 when he sold 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gridley of Niles, Michigan. In 1944 the theatre was 
purchased by Mr. and Mrs . .J oseph St. Amand. In 1946 Mr. St. 
Amand purchased the Brumfield building and remodeling of the 
theatre and face lifting of the entire building was begun in 1949, and 
wheu completed in 1951 included an office room and a Coffee Shop. 

In 1966 the building was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Billie White 
who operated the theatre until 1971., when it was leased to Mr. and 
M1·s. Hoger Yore of Warsaw. 

The Coffee Shop which was first operated by Cora St. Amand in 
1951, has since been operated by Esther Flora, Wayne Heffiin and 
Elmer Honecker. In 1971, the name was changed to Cougar Inn when 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hamilton began operating. Mrs. Hamilton, a 
native o( Italy, specializes in Italian food. 

PIONEER HI-BRED CORN CO., INC. 
Henry Wallace, Iottllder of the Pioneer Hi-B.red Corn Company, did 

his first com inbreed ing by making a number of hand pollinations. 
He also made some controlled crosses between vm·ieties by detasseling 
one of them so that the other variety could receive pollen from only 
one source. Mr. Wallace conducted these experiments in his Des 
Moines, Iuwa garden- 1913. 

The work done by Wallace remained on a limited scale tmtil 1920., 
when he arranged for more help and more land and began a large
scale inbreeding project to develop inbred lines from Iowa corn. 

Henry Wallace entered a strange-looking corn in the Iowa Yield 
Contest. Because of its distinctive reddish color, this single cross was 
named "Copper Cross" by M:r. Wallace. Copper Cross won a gold 
medal and was recognized as the highest yielding corn in the im
portant south-central section of Iowa. 

Copper Cross em·ned another distinction in 1924 when it became 
the fi rst hybrid developed in the Com Belt to be purchased by 
farmers in Iowa ru1d elsewhere. Approximately fifteen busehls - all 
that was available of Copper Cross seed - was sold i n the spring of 
1924 at the price of $1.00 per ponnd. The first advertisement of hybrid 
seed corn ever published was written by Henry Wallace and was 
included in the spring of 1924 catalog put out by the Iowa Seed 
Company. 

Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Company of Indiana was organized and a 
plant was constructed at Flora, Indiana. Seven full-time employees 
were on the payroll during this first year of operation, as compared 
to over 300 employees at the present time. During the first year, 
Robert J. Woods was Production Manager; Floyd E. Collins was 
Office Manager. The company sold approximately 6,000 bushels during 
the first year 's operation. 

Robert J. Woods was elected President of Pioneer Corn Company, 
fnc. Floyd E. Collins became Director of Sales in 1962. 

Pioneer variety 3369A fastest growing Pioneer hybrid in h istory. 

BRIGGS AND BRIGGS, ATTORNEYS 
William J. Briggs and Florence Anne Burchett Briggs opened their 

office for the practice of law at 19 West Main Street, Flora, follow
ing their marriage in 1958. Prior to that time, Mr. Briggs had been 
a partner in the Lane and, Briggs law office. 

William J . Br·iggs was born in Flora on May 21, 1923, and is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J esse Briggs. After completing school in Flora, 
he entered the armed service in World War IT and was stationed in 
Europe. He received his A.B. degree from DePauw University, Green
castle, Indiana, and his L.L.B. degree from the University of Kentucky 
College of Law. While still in law school, his lead article in the 
"Kentucky Law Journal" on capital gains income taxes was published 
in a national magazine, "Taxes". Prior to his entering into private 
law practice, Mr. Briggs was a member of the legal staff of Ashland 
Oil Hefining Company, Ashland, Kentucky. He served as the Carroll 
County Prosecuting Attorney from January 1, 1963 until December 31, 
1970. ln March 1971, he was elected chairman of the Carroll County 
Democratic Central Committee. 

Florence Anne Bl'iggs, t he only woman ever admitted to the practice 
of law in Carroll County, was born on February 23, 1934, in Ashland, 
Kentucky, to long time practicing lawyer, Thomas Burchett and Mrs. 
Bm·chett. Her brother was also an attorney. She received her A.B. 
degree in 1955 from Randolph-Macon Woman's College, Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and her L.L.B. degree from the University of Kentucky 
College of Law in 1958. She was also a scholarship student at the 
School of American Ballet, New York City for two terms. In 1964, 
she was listed in Who's Who of American Women and in that year 
sbe was selected as National Outstanding Junior of the National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution. She is a member of 
the Charles Carroll Chapter DAR in Cru-roll County. While in law 
school, she received the Kentucky State Bar Association award for 
the best essay on Legal Ethics. In 1954 her mother, Mrs. Thomas 
Burchett, authored the Centennial Pageant for Ashland, Kentucky. 
Mrs. Briggs served as Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for Carroll 
County from January 1, 1963 until December 31, 1970. 

In 1967, Briggs and Briggs moved their law offices to 28 South 
Center Street to the building they pmchased from Dr. James Mc
Laughlin. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Briggs were admitted by examination to practice 
law in both Kentucky and Indiana. They ru·e the parents of two chil
dren, Caroline Burchett Briggs, 11, and William Winston Briggs, 9. 

RALPH PEARSON, INSURANCE 
Ralph Pearson, athletic director and coach of Flora High School 

from 1923 to 1929 formed the Pearson Insurance Agency in 1929. 
He was General Agent for Scranton Life Insurance Co. and Girard 
Life Insurance Co. He became Indiana State manager in 1956 and 
continued in that capacity un til 1967. He was a member of the 
company's "Application per week" Club for over 30 years and 
qualified for all the company u-ips and production conventions during 
that time. In 1971 he has completed 42 years of life insurance service 
to the people of this community. 

SHIRAR FEED COMPANY 
The Shirm· Feed Company started in 1930 when Ora F. Shirar 

engaged in the buying and selling of poultry and eggs. In 1932 Scott 
Clark joined Ora Shirar and the £rm became known as Shirar and 
Clark. In 1933 the firm branched out into the trucking business and 
in 1934 obtained P SCI and ICC permits to engage in interstate 
commerce. This arrangement continued until 1940 when Mr. Cl ark 
was killed in an automobile accident. Mr. Shirar purchased his in
terests and in 1965 the name was changed to Shirar Feed Co., Inc. 
In 1968 the business was sold to Carl L. Zook, long-time employee of 
the Shirar Feed Co. The firm has handled Murphys Feeds for many 
years. Mr. Shirar has partially retired but helps out and looks after 
his trucking interests. 

ASA ISAACS ELECTRIC SERVICE 
Asa Isaacs started his career w:itl1 the Flora Telephone Company, 

working for them 18 yem·s. He drove a horse and buggy over the 
muddy roads to repair telephones locally and also in Howard county. 
There were 7 operators at that time and during the flu epidemic of 
1918-19 all were sick but 2 and Asa spen t much time at the switch
board pitchhitting. Mr. Isaacs worked for the Indiana Service Co. of 
Fort Wayne 4 years and started h is electrical business in Flora in 
1927 . . . and still at it. 



FLORA'S OLDEST INSURANCE AGENCY 

I 

Flora's oldest continually owned insurance agency, founded by Jesse C. Lowery (left) in 1921 and now 
managed by Dean J. Lowery (right) continues to offer the best protection for Home, Auto, Farm, Business 
and Life at reasonable rates. 

LOWERY INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc. 
Flora, Ind. - Ph. 967-3882 

CLINE OIL COMPANY 
Best Wishes 

UNION 

JOBBER PRODUCTS BANK 
AND TRUST COMPANY 

DELPHI 
P. 0 . Box #3- Phone 967-3885 

INDIANA 

FLORA, INDIANA 

Wayne & Marjorie Sines 
Member F.D.I.C. 



Monroe Township . . . 1919 

Monroe Township ... 1882 
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Monroe Township Before 1872 

Roy Booth, John Blue, Phoebie Blue, Blanche Laverty. Lumber Company 
Unger in truck. 
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Russell Voorhees in door, Cal 

97 



MOBIL OIL CORPORATION 

ED ANGLE, Agent 

Gasoline, Grease, Diesel Fuels, Fuel Oil, Kerosene 

Serving All Carroll County 

Phone 967-4350 . . . Flora, Indiana 

JOHN'S 
Family Dining Rooms & Tavern 

Bring the Kiddies .. . Serving 

STEAKS, SHRIMP, CATFISH, CHICKEN 
6 Days a Week . . . 4 until 11 o'clock 

3·WAY PERMIT 

Your Business Always Appreciated 

BECK'S 
FURNITURE - APPLIANCES 
WEST ON STATE ROAD 18 - FLORA, INDIANA 

Founded July, 1963 Moved to Present Location July, 1968 



RINEHART 
REAL ESTATE AND AUCTION CO. 

Phone 219- 967-4195 - - FLORA, INDIANA P. 0. BOX 74 

Martin 
Home Ph. Flora 
(219) 967-3330 

AUCTIONEERS- We make all types of auctions: 
antiques, household goods, livestock, farm mach
inery & estate auctions. 

REAL ESTATE BROKER - We se ll real estate 
privately or at public auction: farms, homes & other 
types of real estate. We a lso specialize in rural land 
development. 

J. R. 
Home Ph. Burlington 

(317) 566-3318 

APPRAISERS - Real estate, household goods, an
tiques, estate & businesses. 

LIQUIDATORS - We liqu idate all types of busi
nesses such as: restaurants, filling stations, nursing 
homes, appliance stores, grocery st ores, etc. 



HAROLD TRAPP . ~~ • 

Corn Husking King 

, 

Harold T rapp, pictured above, on location for an almost 
forgotten sk ill , corn husking. Haro ld, a resident of Jack
son township, but a f requent coffee-drinker and talker 
in Monroe township was the champion corn husker of 
Carro ll County for many years and part icipated in many 
state contests. 

His tenth county championship was held on the farm of 
Joe Shirar, northeast of Flora. Judges were Willard Mc
Closkey, E. E. Landis and Lee Di llon. Contestants and 
their p lacings are as follows: 

Haro ld Trapp ......... 27.72 Bu. 
Howard Cox .... . .... 27.06 Bu. 
Carey Oyler ..... .. .. . 26.41 Bu. 
Joe Wagoner .. .. ..... 24.37 Bu. 
Harry Ang le ..... .... . 24.29 Bu . 
John Downham ... . . .. 20.91 Bu. 

NANCY FLORA LESH El KENBERRY .. . daughter of 
John and Sarah Flora, pioneers of Flora, born Nov. 29, 
1833 on the old John Flora farm, died May 14, 1917 at 
her home in South Division Street. She was one of eight 
ch ildren. Married to Christian Lesh by Eld. John Moyer, 
pioneer elder of the Church of the Brethren. Mr. Lesh 
died in 1883 and in 1900 his widow marr ied Henry 
Eikenberry who died the fol lowing August. 

Mrs. Eikenberrys final rites were conducted by Elders 
Gorman Heeter of Burnettsvil le and Bro. I ra Krieder of 
Flora. Interment in t he Moss Cemetery, Flora. 

The fo llowing grandchi ldren and great-grandchi ldren are 
living in th is community: Mrs. Fay Lesh, Mrs. Eva Har
ter, Mrs. Blanche Loy, Bobby E. Myer, Joe Witter, Ned 
Long of Flora and Mrs. Cletus Zinn, Mrs. Mary Lee 
Shaffer and Wil liam Myer of Delphi. 



Jean Smith 
Pres. 

FOUNDERS 

Laurel Smith 
(Deceased) 

Jessie Smith 
(Deceased) 

PRESENT OWNERS 

Cullan Eikenberry 
V. Pres. 

Lucille Smith 
Sec. 

Webb Miller 
Ast. Sec. 
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READY-MIXED CONCRETE 
RADIO DISPATCHED 
MILLERS FALLS TOOLS 

ALL YEAR 'ROUND 
Concrete Hog Slats 

Reinforcing Rods • Wire Mesh • I Beams 
Masonry Supplies 

CONCRETE TOOLS FOR RENT 

3 LOCATIONS 
. TO SERVE YOU 

MONTICELLO 583-7101 
FLORA 967-4175 

DELPHI 564-2023 

BRIM CONCRETE 

Congratulations to Flora 
on its' 1 OOth Birthday 

Emerson 'Salty' McKinley 
(Taken few days before Centennial) 

0 K BARBER SHOP 
Flora, Indiana 

SPEED QUEEN ~f'~ 
EQUIPMENT 

o~~~~TED lAUNDRY 
DRY CLrANING 

VISIT THE MODERNIZED 
FLORA RAII.ROAD STATION 

7:30A.M. 

TO 

10:30 P.M. 

ATI'ENDANT 

ON DUTY 

MONROE'S 
COIN LAUNDRY 

ALL NEW MODERN LAUNDRY & 
DRY CLEANING F ACIIJTIES 

...----FLORA---. 

967-4383 
S. SY'CAMIORE (RD. 75 SOIIT'H) FLORA INO 

Howard McGill Keith Handy 

Your Friendly NAPA Automotive, 
Truck and Tractor parts headquarters. 

FLORA 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 

21 N. Center St.- Phone 967-4126 
FLORA, INDIANA 



Mr. and Mrs. Frank (Lenore) Briggs with sons Jack, Mark and Joe 

Jerry Reinke 

Taken long before picture at right Present Funeral Home 

OVER 60 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THIS COMMUNITY 

Leiter-Reinke Funeral Home 
1 03 North Center Phone 967-411 4 Flora, Indiana 
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We have Served this Community for 62 Years of Dependable 
Sales & Service .. . It is Always the Best at Burton's 

Von Burton, Mary Briggs, Connie Reid, Hugh Pinkard, Lynn Lauderdale, Bill Adams 

Pittsburgh Paints 
Building Material 
Appliances 
Complete Bathroom 

Remodeling 

QUALITY 
FEEDER 

PIGS 

ANIMAL 
HEALTH 

SUPPLIES 

VON A. BURTON 
Plumbing and Heating 

Phone 967-3044 

MID- STATES 
FEEDER PIG CO . .INC. 

OUAliiY FEEDER PIGS 
ANIMAl H£AliH SUPPliES 
PHONE ZI9·9&1-45CS 

FLORA, IND. 

Flora, Indiana 

MID-STATES 
FEEDER PIG CO., INC. 

R. R. 2 Box lOOA 

Flora, Indiana 

• 
Phone (219) 967-4545 

Air Conditioning 
Electric Heat 
Oil, Gas & Coal Heat 

EQUIPMENT 

MASTER-MIX 
FEEDS 

Dr. Jim Williams 



Center Street looking north. First paved (brick) street in F.lora. Left in picture J. 0. Smith, Glen Smith . Seventh one 
from left AC:len Smith. Dr. Lyon in buggy. 

Amer Green accused of Murder of Lui Ia Mabbitt. Taken 
from jail in Delphi and lynched Oct. 22, 1887, on Delphi 
and Flora Road. 

~o. 1Yol.1 . FLOHA IND . .A.UG.27th 187tl. Pricct)cts 

FOUNTAI N CITY MIRROR 
First paper published in Flora- 1878 



Trains Play~d An Important Role In Early Flora 

W. 0. BROWN 

Vandalia Rai lroad tracks were first laid through Flora 
in 1872, and it was a real boom for transportation. Mail 
now was coming by train as well as passenger service. 
Express soon made it possible to receive merchandise in 
a few days time. Freight service which meant the hand
ling of grain, coal, live stock, lumber and all produce was 
handled by John Creecraft, the first station master. 
Western Union service soon followed, and "Flora Sta
tion" soon had two local freight trains daily. Specia l 
excursion with reduced rates made trips by train a real 
family treat. 

In 1906 W. 0. Brown and family moved to Flora to 
become the new station agent. The stat ion was on the 
west side of the tracks across from the present fire sta
tion. Because of rapid growth of all forms of railroad 
business, especially heavy passenger service a new station 
was needed. So in January 1908 and the cost of $10,000 
a modern station was built. The Vandalia railroad car
penter crew that built this station was Herman Morris, 
Bert Haynes, George Hoffman, Milt Hinkle and James 
Martin. This station was built on the east side of the 
tracks and was located at 4 S. Center St. between Main 
and Columbia Sts. 

For some unknown reason a through freight train 
jumped the track on June 9, 1910 at 12:34 P.M. and 
the almost new station was badly wrecked, luck ly no 
one was injured. The Vandalia Railroad became known 
as the P.C.C. and ST. R.R. (Pittsburgh, Chicago, Cincin-

ROBERT A. CLARK 

natti and St. Louis) with eight passenger trains stopping 
at Flora daily. The little station did a heavy passenger 
service. 

Office help at the station included five full time em
ployees, two daymen were needed to handle the freight. 
A full time day and night serv ice maintenance crew was 
always on call for track repair, and these were local 
people. 

Many people from-time to time served in the different 
jobs necessary to operate the railroad. The names to be 
remembered - W. 0. Brown who in 1936 retired after 
serving since 1906 as station agent and that of Robert 
A. Clark who started as a clerk in 1919. He became sta
tion agent in 1940. About this time the railroad became 
known as the Pennsy lvania. 

Trucking companys, automobiles, and modern roads 
slowed the business of the rai lroad. One by one the 
passenger service was discontinued by interstate com
merce commission and on Friday May 23, 1958 the last 
passenger train left Flora, going north. 

Kay Viney, little grandaughter of the ticket agent 
Robert Clark, was the last passenger to board the trian, 
leaving Flora for Logansport. 

Later the town in 1969 bought the railroad ground 
where the station stood and was made into a parking lot. 
The depot was moved to State Rd. 75 where it is now 
used as a coin operated laundermat. It is very easi ly 
recognized as it still looks I ike the original Penn Central 
Railroad Station. 



OVER 50 YEARS 

OF 

QUALITY AND SERVICE 

AYRES 
TRUE VALUE HARDWARE CO., INC. 

Flora, Indiana 

Thanks ..• 

To our many customers. 
To serve you has been ou r goal 
in the past. May we continue 
to bring t o you quality mer
chandise and good service in 
t he f uture. 

;o? 



D. E. CRIPE & CO. 
FLORA'S DEPARTMENT STORE 

PHONE 967-3633 FLORA, INDIANA 

Wayne Crook, Elmer Cripe, Lester Guyer 

FURNITURE DEPARTMENT 
FEATURING 

DREXEL FURNITURE 
MADDEN SOFAS & CHAIRS 
DIXIE BEDROOM FURNITURE 
HARMONY TABLES 
FRIGIDAIRE APPLIANCES 
TELL CITY FURNITURE 
MOHAWK CARPET 
BIGELOW CARPET 
ARMSTRONG HARD SURFACE 

DRY GOODS DEPARTMENT 

SHIP-N-SHORE BLOUSES 
JACKL YN PURSES 
LORAINE LINGERIE , 

GOWNS & ROBE SETS 
BERKSHIRE LADIES DRESSES 
SHAKER SQUARE HOUSE DRESSES 
AMBASSADOR CARDS, 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
BERKSHIRE & BATCHELOR Gl RL, 

PANTY HOSE & HOSIERY 

A WIDE SELECTION OF SPRING PIECE GOODS 
MANY COLORS - DOUBLE KNITS 

• TOM SAWYER CLOTHING FOR BOYS • BLUE BELL SPORT & WORK CLOTHES 
• MUNSINGWEAR MEN & BOYS UNDERWEAR • SHOES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 



BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH • • • FLORA, 1972 

Front : Tom Ay res, Em McKinley, Dale Bo iler. Back: Pete Hoffman, J im Dav is, Chas. Meade, Lloyd Trent. 

Front : Carro l Stout, Roy Clark, Mart in Rinehart. Back: Ed A ngle, Phi l Jones, Mike Bishop, Bob Garrison, 
Jerry Reinke. 

;o~ 



~ 
FACE BRICK 

ALL PRICE RANGES 

·CONCRETE BLOCKS 
CONCRETE & WAYLITE BLOCKS 

LIGHTWEIGHT - ACOUSTICAL 
NON-CORROSIVE - NAILABLE - FIREPROOF 

INSULATING 
SEPTIC TANKS- 600-800 - ·1000- 1500 GAL 

2 LOCATIONS 
RADlO DISPATCHED TRUCKS 

CALL 

MONTICELLO 583-7811 
AND 

LOGANSPORT 753-3267 or 753-2588 

CARTER'S 
CONCRETE BLOCK PLANT, INC. 
SAND & GRAVEL CO., INC. 

LOGANSPORT 4 MILES W ON RT 24 (RFD 6) 
MONTICELLO CITY ROUTE 6 

SAVINGS AND 
lOAN ASSOCIATION 

A FEW OF OUR MANY SERVICES 

Mortgage Loans 

Home Purchase Loans 

Home Construction Loans 

Home Improvement Loans 

Travelers Checks 

Drive-in Window 

Right at our door parking 

Time & Temperature Sign 

Xmas Savings Club 

Vacation Savings Club 

Passbook Savings Accounts 

Savings Certificates 

Check A Month Income Plan 

General Real Estate 
Mortgage Loans 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FLORA 
ON ITS ANNIVERSARY 

"Serving more People more Ways Each Day" 

WAYNE 
Discount and Loan Corporation 

Phone 967-4129 
710 E. Columbia - Flora, Ind. 

SYMBOLetSERVICE 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 9 to 4:30 

Friday - 9 to 6 

Closed Saturdays 

Phone 317 - 564-2696 

Current Interest Rate -

5%% Per Annum on 1-Year Certificates 
- $5,000 Minimum 

5'.4% Per Annum on 6 Months Certificates 
- $5,000 Minimum 

5% Per Annum on Passbook Savings 



The Leaders In Livestock Marketing 

"The Big Board" 

For Prompt, Courteous Service 

JAMES J. PAYNE 
Registered Pharmacist 

HEINOLD HOG MARKET 
Paul Schrader .. . Ralph Hanna 

Phone 967-4501 -- Flora, Indiana 

HEINOLD COMMODITIES 
" Nub" Welsh 

Phone 566-3314 -- Burlington, Indiana 

RUSSELL STOVER CANDIES 

• 
AMBASSADOR CARDS 

• 
LEGG'S 

• 
Cosmetics 

LOVE 

FABERGE 

MAYBELLINE 

CLAIROL 

j/1 



1901 

,...._-
--- -;: -- ·-·~------ILl--Carroll Lumber and Supply Company. 

WE BUILD THE BEST AND 
REMODEL THE REST 

Meredith Butcher, Everett Cochran, Dale Boi ler. 

1972 

CARROLL LUMBER & SUPPLY CO. 
28 W. Columbia Street - Phone 967-4139 - Flora, Indiana 



L. to R: Harold Thompson, Morris Stone, Ralph R'inehart, W. C. Aschanhort, Argus Giltner, J. C. Yunker, 
Back Row: George Wason, Robert Julius, Ora Shirar, Mark Carter, Clayton Ayres, Dr. Mr. R. Adams, Bill Ayres, 
Dr. Lloyd Carter, Leroy Reames. Standing: Dr. Mclaughlin, Dick Lieter, Mark McCracken and Dr. C. Wi lson. 



Chas. T. Minnix 

Chas. T. Minnix was born in Franklin County, Virginia 
Oct. 22, 1872. He was the son of John and Henrietta 
(Atkinson) Minnix. Charley grew up in a little country 
town by the name of Bonbrook, Va. At the age of fifteen 
he was apprenticed to learn the stone mason trade. 
During this period he rece ived seventy-five cents per day. 
Later he became a foreman for the man from whom he 
had learned the trade and was associated with him in 
business for seven years. 

In 1895 Mr. Minnix came to Indiana and located in F lora. 
He was first engaged in stone and cement work, later in 
street, road and bridge work . He was the proprietor of 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

FLORA, INDIANA 

ON ITS' 

100th BIRTHDAY 

• 
CARROLL COUNTY 

R.E.M.C. 

Built By Mr. Minnix 

the Flora Artificial Stone Co. and made cement when 
they had to be pressed with a hand machine. Later John 
Oaks was taken as a partner and the firm named "Oaks 
and Minnix" dealers in coal, stone and cement. He was 
also a member of the firm "Clark and Minnix" well 
known road and bridge contractors. 

In 1893 he was married to Ida Sink, also of Bon brook 
and six chi ldren were born to this union, Ethel, Bethel, 
Leo, Fern, Roy and Mary. Ethel Arnold and Bethel 
Weaver live in Detroit, Fern Fisher in Rossville and Roy 
in Murphys, Californi a. Leo and Mary are deceased. 

F. K. SISSON 
YOUR FLYING JEWELER 
16 S. C-enter, Flora, Indiana 

KEEPSAKE 

Registered 

Watchmaker 



Leo Flora Verla Eller, Virginia Brower, Clerks 

ANTIQUE REPLICAS- 10%" CHINA PHOTO PLATES. Your own personal photo in color or black & 
white put on this beautiful plate. Have your name and date under photo. Centennial photo can put name, 
date, Flora Centennial 1872-1972 FREE under photo. Picture post cards of Flora and Carroll County. Models 
of yesteryear Antique Car. Cameras and Supplies. 

Not just a store, but a service where you are always welcome. 

FLORA SUNDRIES 
15 SOUTH CENTER ST.- MR. & MRS. LEO FLORA, OWNERS - FLORA PH. 967-3632 

Kokomo Logansport 

lfs the real thing. CQJ5e. 
BEST WISHES FROM YOUR FRIENDS THAT BOTTLE 'W

COCa•COia Bottling Co. Kokomo, Ind., Inc. 

;t5 



IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE • • • BUT IT'S TRUE! 

Rolla & Mildred Brim 

Don Lowery and Dean Lowery 

DON CRAFT 

Farm Bureau 
Petroleum Products 

Phone 967-3091 Flora, Indiana 



Brief Histories of Flora Businesses .. 
BRIGHT NATIONAL BANK 

This bank was opened for business under the name of Bank of 
Flora, on January 12, 1889, by Judge D. P. Baldwin, it being the 
first institution in Flora doing a regular banking business. It was 
located in the front end of a store room on the north side of Main 
Street, two doors west of Center. The furnitw·e and fixtures were the 
home-made variety, simple and substantial. On July 7, 1890, the bank 
was sold to David Friday, who owned it until October 31, 1891. At 
that time, J ohn F. Hawkins, who had been the cashier manager since 
the bank was opened, purchased the business and beacme the sole 
owner. On July 24, 1897, another change in ownership was made 
wl1en Reuben R. Bright, who had been a local merchant since 1873, 
bought the entire interest of Mr. Hawkins. The business was moved 
into larger quarters further east ou Main Street, in the building now 
owned by Dr. Daniel Brown. A year or so later the bank was again 
moved to a room pu rchased by the proprietor on the east side of 
Cen ter, south of Main and two doors north of the alley crossing. 

On December 26, 1905, Mr. Bright sold the entire business of the 
Bank of Flora to the forty-three stockholders of the newly organized 
Bright National Bank. The building was enlarged in 1911, additional 
vault room and other fix tures installed, making it an up-to-date bank 
at that time. The foJio,ving individuals were stockholders, directors 
or officers: D. P. Baldwin, Davicl Friday, John F. Hawkins, Reuben 
R. Bright, F rank C. Horner, Gerthie E. Voorhees, Van C. Blue, Martin 
W. Eaton, James Thomson, J esse V. Bright, John F. Wickard, L. V. 
Myer, George Wagoner·, James L. Willson, Warren Knapp, Abram W. 
l!:ikenberry, Charles E. Barnard, J . B. Morris, Frank P. Zinn, Ed E. 
Han na, Cora Cromer, Celesta Cromer, Myrtle Bright, Myrtle Amott, 
Bertha Hendrix, Mildred Ayres, Roxie Hankins, Blanche Wickard 
Faun Eikenberry, Ruth Carter, Mary Cline and Nellie McCloskey. 

The bank continued under the leadership of Jesse V. Bright, the . 
son of Reuben Bright, until his death in 1935. I t was at that time 
that G. H . Haines was made president and during the same year the 
Bright National Bank took over sufficient assets of the Flora State 
Bank and assumed its deposit liability. This action was approved by 
the Comptrollt:r of the Currentcy after an examination of the assets 
of both banks which amounted to $600,000.00. Following this con
solidation, the bank was moved to the Flora State Bank building, 4 
East Main Street, which it presently occupies 

A fire destroyed the interior of the bank in 1937 and at that time 
an ex tensive remodeling program was completed. After using the 
quarters for 31 years, the bank went through another extensive re
modeling program wh ich was completed in 1968. 

l n J anuary, 1963, G. H. Haines was named Chairman of the Board 
and the late Kenneth D. Knapp was made president of the Bright 
National Bank and served in this capacity w1til his death January 
12, 1970. 

Mr. Elias C. Patty served as cashier of the Flora State Bank for 
many years and continued as cashier and a faithful servant of the 
Bright National Bank un ti l his retirement. Following the retirement 
of Mr. Patty, Adolph Haines was made cashier of the Bank and in 
1970 was elected president. C. Lowell Craft joined the staff as vice 
president and cashier in February, 1970. 

The bank has had a substantial growth from the $600,000.00 when 
the two banks consolidated to a figure in excess of $12,000,000.00. 
The present directors of the bank are. G. H. Haines, D. Elmer Cripe, 
Hoyle Mann, Adolph Haines, Dick N. Bishop, C. Lowell Craft. D. 
Elmer Cripe was named a director when the bank re-organized in 
1934 and served in this capacity since that time. 

SHELL SERVICE STATION 
In 1927, the Jackson Brothers, owners of the Bnick Garage, 

brought Shell Oil Products to Flora for the first Lime. 
They ran the service station, located at the south end of the 

present parking Jot and also the Buick Garage, situated where the 
Masonic Hall now stands. The service station was operated later by 
Bob Moore, Dale Shonk, Jim Wheeler, Leo Flora and Russ Mocher
man. 

In 1939, a new station was bnilt by Fred Frey for Frank Briggs, 
fa ther of Jack, Joe, and Mark Briggs, at the corner of Division and 
Columbia. In order to bnild the service station, a large frame house, 
the horne of l!: lmer Eikenberry, fa ther of Mrs. Robert Sine and Mrs. 
Joe Northcutt was purchased and torn down. 

Elmer Eikenberry aud Bill Cooper, who were in some people's 

opinion, the best horse shoe pitchers in the state, olten pitched horse 
shoes between the house and the business next to it. 

Charles Stouse who operated an ignition and battery shop at the 
corner of Center and Walnut, started operation of the new station, 
bringing with h im Bob Sines. Charlie sold household goods and 
radios and later added radio and T.V. repairs to his services. Lee 
Kingery, Carl Sholty, Paul Fife, Leo Root, Gary Minnix, Jerry Al
baugh, and Ernie Sylvester were among those who worked for 
Charlie during his eighteen years of business. 

In 1957, the business was sold to Harry Humphrey, who operated 
the station for 3 years. Some of Harry's help during this time in
cluded J ack Turner, John Hoshaw, Ed Furner, Ralph Brower, Ray
mond Brower, Cullen Eikenberry, Parks Young, Bill Burns and Bill 
Lantz. 

In 1960, the presen t owner, Walter Allen, purchased the Business 
and hired Jack Turner as his assistant. Those who have helped Walt 
over the past eleven years include, Claude Foster, Donald Myer, Tom 
DeViney, Ronald Garrison, Keith Lambert, Jerry Chaffin, Larry 
Hughes, Larry Garrison, Charles Sylvester, Bob Crispen, Everett 
Allen, Bill Tinsman, Dick Fisl:ter and Dick Johnson. Besides his gas 
and oil services, Walt has added ignition, batteries, wheel allign
ment, wheel balancing and general Machine w01·k to the services at 
the station. The station after hours, is often used now as a center 
(or those wl:to would like to challenge the old 'Pros' of the town to 
a game of table tennis. 

WISLER ELECTRIC 
Wisler Electric started full time in April, 1969. It had been a part 

Lime business for live years. 
The business is located 1;2 mile north of Flora and 1;2 mile east. 
We specialize in Major Appliance Repair, Refrigeration, and Air 

Conditioning. Also, we carry many parts for the following: 
General Electric - May tag - Waste King - Hot Point -

Thermador - Westii}ghouse - Kitchen Aid. 

SANDY'S CASTLE 
Plans for an infant's and children's clothing store were begun in 

November of 1970 by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson of R.R. 1, Flora. 
The comer location of Center and Main Streets, formerly occupied 
by Dr. Wilson's dentist office was chosen. During January, February 
and March, 1971, the interior was completely remodeled, and on 
March 26 the doors were opened for the public to Sandy's Castle. 

ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS 

CENTENNIAL BOOK, IF AVAILABLE, 

MAY BE ORDERED FROM· THE 

LOUDON PRINTING CO., INC. 
FLORA, INDIANA 46929 

MAKE $6 CHECK PAYABLE TO THE 

FLORA CENTENNIAL, INC. 

!11 



BURLINGTON 

STATE 

BANK 

"SOUND AS A BELL" 

BURLI NGTON, INDIANA 

Phone 566-3322 

M EMBER FDIC 

TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR 

J-ANN SHOP 

LADIES APPAREL 

FLORA, INDIANA 

JOYCE & RALPH SPARKS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FLORA 

FROM THE 

CARROLL COUNTY 

MEDICAL SOCIETY 

T. NEAL PETRY, M.D. 

ELDON BAKER, M.D. 

ROBERT SEESE, M.D. 

GEORGE WAGONER, M.D. 

CHARLES WISE, M.D. 

ALVIN ELLER, M. D. 

MARILYN WAGONER, M.D. 

DON J . WAGONER, M.D. 

FLORA 

IRON AND STEEL 

SCRAP PROCESSORS 

AND MATERIAL SALVAGE 

NEW & USED 

ANGLE CHANNELS & PIPE 

LLOYD TRENT 

Flora, Indiana Phone 967-3731 



SHIRAR. 

FEED CO., Inc. 

Serving the Farmers and Feeders with old reliable 
Murphy Concentrates and Minerals and Farm 
Supplies for almost half of Flora's Centennial. 

A Community Booster Always 

ORA F. SHIRAR & CARL A. ZOOK 

CARROLL COUNTY'S 
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK SALES 

PARTS & SERVICE 

INTERNATIONAL CADET 
MOWER SALES 

STARCRAFT MOTOR 
HOME SALES 

FERTILIZER SALES 

D. A. GARRISON 
Grain Transport Co., Inc. 

U.S. 421 West - Delphi, Ind iana 

. 

State Farm 
Insurance Co. 

AUTO - LIFE - HOMEOWNERS 

--. --· 

20 Years of Service -- .--
MORRIS W. CLEM, Rep. 

120 West Main Street 

Delphi Phone 564-2098 

Residence 967-3111 

Cutler 268-2418 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

DELPHI 

LIMESTONE 

COMPANY 

DELPHI, INDIANA 



FLORA SPRUCES UP FOR THE BIG SHOW 

FRED COLLINS BUILDERS 
JOSEPH L. COLLINS, MGR. 

1947 1972 

407 S. Sycamore St. Flora, Indiana 
Phone 967-4242 

25 years serving this community as a General Con
tractor. 

10 years serving as managers at Roth Park Beach. 

We cordially invite you to camp, swim, or picnic 

at Roth Park Beach on Lake Freeman where 

cottages are also available. 

OPEN MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY. 

FRED & LEONA COLLINS 

CONGRATULATIONS 
FLORAl 

The men and women at 

NIPSCO are proud to 

serve you and to be 

partners in progress with a 

f ine community. 

the qa/ company 

Northern Indiana Public Service Company 

GREEN TREE 

FEEDS 

FLORA - CAMDEN 

IN FLORA SINCE 1943 



Brief Histories of Flora B'usinesses .. 
SMITH CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

Smith Construction Company originated in the 1890's with Aden 
Smith, grandfather of Jean Smith. He, along with Jesse 0. Smith and 
Glen 0. Smith, two of his four sons, were primarily in concrete con
struction at that time. Much of the curb, gutter and sidewalk of 
early Flora were bu il t by this company, some of which is still in 
existnece. 

Aden Smi th died in 1909 and the firm became known as Smith 
Brothers Construction Co. They continued the cement work, dug 
basements, completed foundations, and poured concrete walls fo1· 
n~any of the residences and business bnildings constrncted during 
this era. Later they expanded into concrete bridge work in Carroll 
County and the ~u rro unding area. From this they entered into build· 
ing gravel roads under the Banelt or 3 mile road law. 

In about 1912, the ~;om pany did its first road oil ing to lay dust in 
towns and cities of Canoll County and adjoining counties. Tlus was 
done with a tank wagon pulled with a team of mules. 

ln 1932, mith Construction Co. went into black top highway con
stmction exclusively, with a partnership formed by J esse 0 . Smith 
and his eldest son, Laurel Smith. Jean Smith, youngest son of J esse 
Smith, joined the organization in 1938. Jack Smith, son of Laurel 

mith , entered into tht: pa rtnership a few years later. 
After the death of Laurel Smith i n 1963 and J esse Smith in 1965, 

the company was operated by the surviving partners until 1971 when 
J ack Smith sold Ius in terest to Webb Miller and Cullan Eikenberry, 
and the partnership was reorganized into a Corporation, with the 
corpora te oflicers being J ean Smith, Secretary; and Webb Miller, 
Ass.istant ecretary. The fi rm now operates as Smith Construction 
Co., Inc., and bu ilds black-top roads and streets in the Carroll, 
White, and Cl inton County area. 

AYRES HARDWARE CO., INC. 
Ayres Hm·dware Co., Inc., located at 16 to 22 West Columbia Street 

in Flora is the OLLtgrowth and continuous ope1·ation of a Hardware 
~tore bui lt and started in 1901 by the brothers, Charles and Richard 
Voorhees who sold soon after to the Smith brothers, Charles and 
Frank. The Stnit h brothers then sold to Charles E. Budrow in 1905 
at which time the business was known as Budrow Hm·dware. About 
1910 Budrow sold a one-half interest to Charles Smith a former owner 
and the business became known as Budrow & Smith. 

Clayton F. Ayres accepted employment with Budrow & Smith in 
1916 and his nephew William H. Ayres accepted employment i n 1919 
after his return from service with the U.S. Army in the first World 
war. ln 1921 Clayton Ayres and William Ayres pu rchased the interest 
of Charles mith and the business again became known as Budrow 
Hudwarc Co. which it remained until 1941 when Clayton and William 
Ayres purchased the Charles Budrow share of the business. They re
tained the Budrow Jl ardware name unti l Mr. Bud1·ow's death when it 
became known as Ayres Hm·dware Co. in 1958 the business was re
organized into a corporation known as Ayres HardwiD·e Co., Inc. 
with Clayton Ay1·es, Grace Ayres, William Ayres and Annis Ay1·es as 
principal stockholders. After the death of William Ayres the stock 
of William and Annis Ayres was purchased by Tom and Beverly 
Ayres who arc today the principal stockllOlders in the Corporation. 

The business has been in continuous operation as a hardware since 
1901 except for a brief in terruption in Febm a1·y 1923 when a fire 
destroyed most of the merchandise and severely damaged the interior 
of the building. Additions and expansions have taken place many 
times but principally in 1923, 1938, 1951, and 1968. The last ex· 
(}ansiot: in 1968 took in the building East of the original location 
which was owned and occupied for many years by Roy Good who 
operated a harness shop and later an auto agency, garage and filling 
station. The West half of this building was at one time a movie 
theatre and the mu rals on the wall painted by Raymond Devinney 
were still visible at the time of the remodeling. 

CUSTOM MACHINE, INC. 
Custom Machi ne Co., Flora, Indiana, owned by Calvin Wagoner, 

has been in business in the Flora area fo r t he past 18 years. They 
are now manufacturing special machinery for lndusn·y and attach
ments for the heavy equipment field. A supplier of Industrial supplies, 
and also offering a repair service for the Farming Industry. 

CARROLL COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The Carroll County Farm Bureau Cooperative Association , Inc. 
was organized on June 6, 1927 in Delphi. The first General Manager 
was Lee Henderson. The reason for forming the Co-op was to improve 
Carroll County farmer's economic position by furnishing them farm 
supplies and service and marketing their agriculture products through 
their local cooperative association at the lowest possible cost, con
sistent with the quality of products and services rendered; and with 
uue regard for the association's obligation to the employees and the 
general public. 

The Curoll County Farm Bw·eau Cooperative Association, Inc. 
has undergone many changes since 1927, having had branches in 
Bringhurst, Camden, Delphi, Flora, Ockley and Yeoman. 

In 1969 the Carroll County Farm B~reau Cooperative Association, 
Inc. moved its general office to the Flora area and today the Co-op 
has a grain elevator and feed mill in Bringhurst ; a plant food b ranch 
south of Bringhurst; a plant food branch in Camden ; the petroleum 
department in Camden; a grain elevator at Flora and the store and 
building supplies at Flora. 

At present the Carrol County Farm Bureau Cooperative Association, 
Inc. employs 26 full time employees, plus part time employees when 
needed. 

The General Manager of the Carrol County Farm Bureau Coopera
tive Association, Inc. is Richard L. Denhart. He has been General 
Manager since 1970. 

FARM BUREAU CO-OP 
PETROLEUM ROUTE 

The Carroll County Co-op started in the petroleum business in 
1927 at Camden, Indiana. Drivers chosen for this area were Dallas 
Frey and Fred Clawson. At this time the gas tank wagon had a 
capacity of 380 gallons and a truck cost around $500.00. With this 
small truck and petroleum was carded in 5 gallon buckets and fun· 
nelled into the barrels and cars. At the start of the business most 
tractors used kerosene and d.istilate. 

On Ma1·ch 1, 1932, the Farm Bureau directors appointed Glenn 
Eikenberry, of Bringhu1·st, for this route. In 1938 pumps were in
stalled on the trucks. With the gas rationing during World War II, 
stamps were used for tractors and cars. After 25 years of servi ce in 
1957 Glen Eikenberry sold his route to his son, Joe Eikenberry:. 

Joe Eikenberry ran the route for five years nntil he sold it in 
February, 1962, to Don Craft, of Flora. At the presen t time the ca
pacity of the tank wagon is 1,850 gaJJons; with a new truck now 
costing around $7,500.00._ Mr. Crait is continuing to service the Flora, 
Cutl er, and Burlington communities. 

ED ANGLE, MOBIL OIL DEALER 
In approximately the year 1933 Socony Vacuum Oil Company 

bought out White Star Oil Company in which Bill Ball was the first 
agent in the Flora vicinity. 1-le was the agent until April 18, 1955, in 
which time the company changed their name to Socony Mobil Oil 
Company. 

Robert Heffner became the next agent after the retirement of Mr. 
Ball. Bob was killed in a cru· accident two miles north of Flora, 
December 17, 1958. 

C. J. Harmon then bought the 1·oute Januat-y 12, 1959 and was the 
agent until April 15, 1965. 

Ed Angle purchased it from Harmon April 15, 1965 and is the 
present agent. 

In 1968 the company changed the name from Socony Mobil Oil 
Company to their present name of Mobil Oil Corporation. 

MID-STATES FEEDER PIG 
COMPANY, INC. 

Mid-States Feeder Pig Company was organized in the summer of 
1971 by Dr. Jim Williams and Dr. Bill Prafka, two local ru·ea veterin
arians. 

The Company sells uniform, graded feeder pigs to feeders both 
locally and in other grain belt areas. They also sell animal health 
supplies and medications. Hog feeding is another segment of their 
operations. 

Drs. Williams and Prafka conduct a specialized hog veterinary 
practice along with some consulting work for larger operations. 
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Brief Histories of Flora Businesses 
TRIANGLE FEEDS, INC. 

Triangle Feeds, Inc., R.R. #1, Camden, Indiana, was duly organ
ized and incorporated the 13th day of January, 1961. The principal 
stockholders are Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Yeager and Mr. and l\1rs. 
Kenneth E. Shriver. The business was originally operated out of 
Mr. Yeager's home using a portable mix mill until February, 1961, 
on which date the elevator facility was completed. Since February 
of 1961 the business has grown tremendously and today is recognized 
as one of the larger Purina dealerships in the United States. The 
business supplies feedstufls to its mar1y customers in and around 
Carroll County and also provides a grain storage and purchase pro
gram. 

The corporation provides management services to many poultry 
corporations located in the area. The corporation with its integrated 
business presently employs approximately 50 people. 

CLAWSON REGAL STORE 
Number ll S. Center Street, the present site of Clawson's Regal 

Store has housed a grocery store serving Flora fo r three-quarters of 
a century. The present owner, F red Clawson, whose father before 
him was a grocer, purchased the store in 1939 from John Byrum 
and at that time char1ged the name to Clawson's Regal Store. The 
present store owes its success to the high quality of meats ar1d gro
ceries and to courteous service to its customers. Other owners of the 
store have included Will Kuntzman, Arthm Robilear and Stanley 
Jones. 

The store has changed in interior concept since 1932. After its 
first remodeling, it became a seU-service store and later improve
ments have included new Boors, lighting, a walk-in freezer , and elec
tric cash registers. In 1971, a door was cut from Clawson Regal Store 
to join _it to Clawson's Regal Blossom Shop which is operated by 
Helen Briggs (Mrs. Fred) Clawson. 

FLORA ELEVATOR HISTORY 
In March of 1876 a grist mill was built by Michael Cline at ilie 

site where the Flora Elevator now stands on West Columbia Street. 
Eventually, an elevator, a flouring mill, a barn, and a platform scales 
were added to this property. Around 1926, coal bins were erected on 
land leased from the Pennsylvania Railroad, formerly the Terre Haute
Logansport Line (formerly the Logansport, Craw(ordsville, a11d South 
Western Railroad). 

On March 1, 1943, Steinhart Grain Company purchased this proper
ly from Lewis Craig and Hugh McCorkle, and leased it to Allison, 
Steinhart, and Record, manufactu~·ers of Green Tree Feed. During 
the fall of that same yea1·, the gas engines which operated the mill 
were converted to electrical power. In 19<16 a 45' truck scale was 
installed, one of the largest ones in this area at that time. The livery 
barn which occupied the northwest corner of the property was finally 
moved south to set parallel to the mill' and was converted to the 
business office. 

The addition of 20,000 bu. grain storage in 1948, and a grain dryer 
in 1963 (which was doubled in size in 1970) have been some further 
improvements. The coal business was terminated in 1968. Today, the 
Flora Elevator, a division of Allison, Steinhart, and Zook, l nc., serves 
the farmers of this community with grain, seed, and Green Tree Feed. 

HELVIE BEAUTY SALON 
Started March 1, 1958 at 4 West Main Street under the name of 

Flora Beauty Salon. 
Owned and operated by siste1·s, Pauline Lantz and Edith Helvie. 

When we started we promised to give each other a shampoo and set 
plus a manicure every week, but by ilie end of the month our business 
was so good we did not have the time. 

We employed 6 girls from 1959 to 1965. 
In 1960 we moved our beauty salon to 6 South Center which had 

been Wilbur Lanes Law Office and is now the Bishop Brothers Bar-
ber Shop. 

In 1965 the year my daughter La Vaun graduated, I decided to 
build a room on our house. So John built on the room a11d we 
desolved our partnership. I then moved to 309 North Center Street 
which I have owned and operated by myself under ilie present name 
Helvie Beauty Salon. 

FLORA BATTERY STATION 
Flora Battery Station had its beginning in the building at 21 North 

Center Street, Flora, Indiana, where Flora Automotive Supply is now 
located. It was owned and operated by Amos ClingenpeeL In 1914, 
Charles E. Stouse and Ruskin Carter worked for Mr. Clingenpeel and 
the business was Williard Service Station. Mr. Stouse stayed in the 
Clingenpeel home until he married and in 1919 he bought 1h interest 
in the business. In 1925 M.r. Clingenpeel's health was fa iling and 
he sold his remaining 1h to Mr. Stouse. I t was then called F1ora Bat
tery Battery Station. In 1927 Rober t Sines started working for Mr. 
Stouse and in 1938, the business was moved to the site where Allen's 
Shell Service is now located, 15 East Columbia. Mr. Sines worked 
there until 1946 and Lee Kingery took his place. SC\'eral people 
worked there until 1946 and Leo Kingery took his place. Several 
people worked part time and Paul Fife and Cad Shelly were some 
of them. In 1956 Flora Battery Station was moved to its present 
location, 17 South Division and in 1967 Francis Crispen joined Mr. 
Stouse. 

1969 Mr. Stouse had a stroke and was unable to go back to work. 
He sold the business to Glenn Moyer ancl Jerry Hammond. The new 
owners took possession September 15, 1969 and changed the name 
to Flora H & M Ballery. It has been a pleasme serving Flora and 
the surrounding communities and we will strive to keep the business 
going in the same manner which it has been for the past 57 years. 

DIMITT AND SON 
From the United tates of America by Martin Van Buren Presi

dent to Jacob Zook, his heirs and assigns forever March 12, 1836. 
Through numerous owners and hei1·s it was handed down to Aaron 

Overholser July 20, 1872. 
Then other owners until February 28, 1917 it was sold to Adam Utz 

and Harry J. Spitler and 2 years later to Harry J. Spitler June 25, 
1919, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 ar1d undivided one-third of lots 4 and 5 in Vor
hees Addition to the town of Flora then a building was moved from 
uptown and a wholesale bee{ slaughter house was begun. 

Ilauy Spitler sold it October 27, 1920 to Flora Commission Co. It 
was bought hy Moses Wagoner and Glen E. Wagoner February 15, 
1929. 

At Moses Wagoners death June 20, 1939 Glen Wagoner became the 
owner of the grocery and custom butchering business. 

J anuary 25, 1945 it was bought by Raymond and Thelma Douglass. 
The business was incorporated January 3, 1955 with the name Doug
lass and Sons, lnc. 

On March 8, 1969 it was sold to Joseph F. Dimitt doing business 
as Dimitt and Son and is licensed to operate by the State Board 
o£ Health as a Custom Processing Plant. 

WOLF MACHINE SHOP 
The property known as the Wolf Machine Shop is located at 504 

East Main Street in Flora, I ndia11a. The shop was purchased by Mr. 
Wolf in the year of 1941 hom Mr. J. D. Penn. This shop has been 
operated in past years as a general machine and repair shop, also 
doing production work. 

At the present time this shop has a good profitable business estab
lished. This is being done due to the fine coopemtion of local factories 
and industries, also farm machinery repair ar·ound the city. Mr. Wolf 
and son Dana do var·ious work such as welding, tool and jig making, 
machine building, lawn mower and chain saw services. It is their ai m 
and desire to contin ue giving good service to appreciative people. 

BISHOP & BISHOP, ATTORNEYS 
A. D. Bishop came to Flora from Kokomo where his father, 

Grover Bishop, was Judge of the Howard Circuit Court. He started 
the practice of Jaw in Flora on July 1, 1931. His office was located 
above the Bright National Bank building where be practiced for 25 
years. Mr. Bishop received his Bachelor of Law Degree from Indiana 
University in 1931 and h is Doctor of Jurisprudence Degree in 1938. 

From 194·2 to 1950 Wilhm· Lane was associated with him in the 
practice of Jaw and the firm was known as Bishop & Lane. This firm 
dissolved its partnership. In December of 1956 his son Dick N. Bishop 
joined his father in the general practice of law. He is a graduate of 
Earlham College Class of 1953 and was awarded his Doctor of Juris
prudence Degree from Indiana University in 1956. The law office of 
Bishop & Bishop has been located at 19 South Center Street, Flora, 
Indiana, since 1955. 



Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
FLORA COMMUNITY CLUB 

Flora Commercial Club was started in 1920 by a 
group of civic minded businessmen · imd professional 
people who saw the need of an organization to pro
mote the grow th and welfare of the community. E. E. 
Landis and Everett Cochran were the first officers 
and their first project was the establishment of a 
park. The land for the park was donated by Chas. 
Reist, a leading merchant of the community. 
' In 1923 the name of the club was changed to The 

Flora Community Club, Inc. After this reorganiza
tion the big' project on hand was the building of the 
Flora Community Building for use by the school sys
tem and for community activities. The estimated cost 
was $40,000 and of this they had $33,699 subscribed 
plus a lease to the school for $6,000 for six years. 
Several thousands of dollars were saved by donated 
labor. Noah Edmonson and Chas. Houser were in 
charge of the carpenter work. The trusses were placed 
under the supervision of 0. F. Campbell, using block 
and tackle and manpower on the ropes. When the 
last truss was put in place it was discovered the 
rope was almost severed, and if it had broken, pos
sibly several would have been killed or injured. The 
building was dedicated January 3, 1924 and to finish 
paying off the debt the committee sponsored roller' 
skating, silent movies, and used the building for 
many promotional shows. 

The first officers of the Community Club in 1923 
were president, L. V. Myer; secretary, Fred Wheeler; 
treasurer, Wm. Niewerth. Directors were Dr. Scher
merhorn, George Northcutt, Wm. Leiter, John Oaks, 
John Roblyer, Willis Jackson, Harry Spitler, Amos 
Clingenpeel and Everett Cochran. Others serving the 
club during this period were Warren Knapp, Wm. 
Eckerle, D. Elmer Cripe, Elmer Metzger, L. V. Myer, 
E. E. Landis, Tony Beckner, G. E. Voorhees , C. E. 
Budrow, J. W. Clark, Chas. Burton, E. F. Krauss, Paul 
Kirk, Steve R. Long, Lynn Ledman, Chas. Minnix, 
A. L. Moss, Chas. Northcutt, Clarence Payne, J. Stan
ley Jones, J. B. Miller, Chas. Thomson and A. D. 
Bishop. 

Many projects and improvements to the town have 
been made. In 1934 the club used WPA labor to 
haul dirt from behind the stores downtown and 
filled low places at the park, and then the parking 
lot was stoned. The Scout Cabin at the park was 
originally a log cabin structure built by the WPA. 
In 1937 the club activated the Flora Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and hired Marie Burns for sev
eral years to do the work. In 1939, through the efforts 
of the club State Road 18 was extended from Road 
39 to 29. It was argued that the road would make it 
easier for people to get into Flora. Opponents argued 
it would make it just as easy for Flora residents to get 
aut of town to do their shopping. 

May 9, 1941 ... the officers decided to build a 
furniture factory for V. D. Rider. The committee of 
Wm. Leiter, Everett Cochran, A. D. Bishop, Ora 
Shirar, G. H. Haines, Ora Trent and Wayne Crook 

contracted Fred Frye to build the structure which is 
now the Essex Wire Corp. 

In 1946 it was decided to build the SA YCO fac
tory building and in 1947 they added the plating 
room. In 1948 they didn't have enough money to 
build the buffing room so they put in the footing and 
floor and SAYCO finished the building. In 1950 the 
club bought the Curtis farm and Ralph Pearson has 
been the farm manager since then. This area has been 
put to good use for the city's expansion; Industrial 
Cab Co., Flora Water Tower and sub-station, Flora 
Iron and Steel, Allegiance Wire, John Deere Farm 
implements and Robo Car Wash. In 1961 it was de
cided to build a factory building to have one ready 
for future prospects. It is now occupied by Allegiance 
Wire. In 1961 the club paid $500 to help Earl Replogle 
fix up the old telephone building so that he could 
move there, enabling a new post office to be built 
on his old location. In 1967, through the effort s of 
club members, Dr. Carlos Amaya was brought to Flora 
and the club purchased the office building of Dr. M. R. 
Adams and its contents and also purchased the 
Amanda Hill house as a fu ture site to expand the 
medical building. 

Through the years many other projects were com
pleted by the club which also holds one-half of the 
shares in Maple Lawn Cemetery. The County 4-H 
fair has been another area where many members 
have donated a lot of time and talent and have super
vised the construction of several buildings on the 
fairgrounds. 

The Community Club was represented at the 
launching of the battleship USS Indiana at New Port 
News, Virginia in 1941 by Mr. and Mrs. Ora Shirar 
who went with six hundred others on the Governor's 
special train to the ceremonies. 

The Flora Community Club has been responsible 
for the major portion of progress in the community. 
lt has sponsored ~ar cooperated wholeheartedly in 
every effort designed to better or improve the wel
fare and growth of the town of Flora. 

TRI F CLUB 
The Tri F Club was organized in Flora in 1915. The 

club at that time was composed of nineteen young 
ladies. There are six charter members living in Flora 
at the present time, others living in various sections 
of the United States. Those residing here are Esther 
Lyons Shanks, Lena Pullen Burns, Vada Crumes 
Roskuski, Lois Ledman, Fawn Eikenberry Sine, Buella 
Clingenpeel Dunkin. At the present time the club 
~as a membership of twenty-four. 

FLORA LIONS CLUB 
The Flora Lions Club was chartered on April 8, 

1967 with 23 members. The Club meets on the first 
and third Tuesdays of every month for a dinner meet
ing and program. Lions International is the largest 
service organization in the world. Funds derived 
from club projects are used for community better
ment. Flora Lions also contribute to three State Proj
ects- Cancer Control, Leader Dog and Indiana Eye 
Bank. The Lions Motto, "WE SERVE." 
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Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
GIRL SCOUTS 

Over 600 Flora girls have enjoye_d the Girl Scout 
program, Brownies through Senior Scouts, ages 7 
through 17. Scouting for girls began here in 1950. 
First troop members and leaders were: Brownies; 
Wendy Briggs, Jill Flora, Carol Loudon, Angela 
Flora, Julia Redmon, Patsy Guilfoyle, Judy Wilson, 
Madonna Eller, Myra Hamilton and Sue Beck; Inter
mediates, Janie Smith, Ann Helvie, Candy Anderson, 
Noreen Hallam. Leaders were Mrs. Catherine Helvie, 
Mrs. Esther Flora, Mrs. Shirley Guilfoyle, and Mrs. 
Charles Gibson. 

Cathy Cromer and Sondra Curts attained First 
Class rank. 

Early troop meetings were held in leaders' homes . 
As troops grew larger, school class rooms were used. 
A change of locale was important to the spirit of the 
program. Flora churches opened thei:r doors. An im
portant part of the Girl Scout program is duty to 
God and Country. Over the years, many girls have 
a ttended church with their leaders on or near March 
12, the Girl Scout Birthday. 

Character development includes helping other peo
ple at all times. Such activities have included Friends' 
projects for Indian children in this country, CARE . 
projects for children abroad, Mothers' Day Tea at 
the County Home, decorations and favors for nurs
ing homes and Special Ed class, gifts for Logansport 
Children's Home, and many others 

Three phases of Girl Scouting were Home, Arts , 
and Out of Doors. Home activities included Badge 
work with consultants like Mrs. Loren King in Home 
Nursing and Mrs. Keith Sisson in Good Grooming. 
Several troops earned Cook Badges at classes at the 
REMC. 

In the Out of Doors, hikes and campouts were held 
in woods around Flora and Cutler, including one 
stormy overnight at the home of Mrs . Naomi Sparks 
Eikenberry, one of the first leaders. In 1955, fifteen 
girls went troop camping at Logansport's Camp Wild
wood, accompanied by Mrs. Paul Wagaman, Mrs. 
Jewel Thompson, and Mrs. Richard Ledman. Mrs. 
Ledman and Georgiana Guyer counseled for ten 
Flora girls at a GS residence session at Camp Buffalo. 

Carroll County troops entered into an area Girl 
Scout Council in 1960 and have since held yearly 
Day Camp sessions at Baums' Woods with the help 
of many fine local volunteers. Tribal Trail Council's 
established campers have attended residence camp 
at Kokiwanee near Lagro. Council board members 
from Flora have been Mrs. C. J. Harmon, Mrs. Wayne 
Zinn, Mrs. Oscar Harber, and Mrs. William Briggs. 

CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
Wo-He-Lo Camp Fire Group was organized in the 

summer of 1919 b y Dr. Eva Kennedy, a former Camp 
Fire Guardian of Camden. Mrs. Robert Clark was 
made Guardian of the Council and the K of P lodge 
gave the group a meeting p lace, where the Reinke 
Leiter Funeral Home now stands . Among the early 

m embers were : Josephine Bricker, Dorothy Clark, 
Helen Myer, Mary Eiler, Nettie Swisher, Ethel Bud
row, Ella Ruth Trent, Rosella Roskuski, Mary Crume, 
Jessie Kitzmiller, Lois Colvin, Marjorie Sines, and 
Lenore Landis. 

An outstanding pleasure for the group was a week's 
stay at Culver on Lake Maxinkuckee each summer, 
making the trip from Flora by train. 

PSI IOTA XI 
Psi Iota Xi, Beta Alpha chapter of Flora was 

founded in May of 1928, by the Brookston chapter. 
The ten charter members w ere Josephine Voorhees, 
Gladys Huesh, Riva Todd, Dorothy Clark, Helen 
Myer, Grace Marie Stone, Rosella Roskuski, Esther 
Colvin, and Esther Myer. 

Psi Iota Xi, being a Philanthropic sorority, has for 
the past forty-three years helped the community in 
many ways. 

Hospital equipment is available to any one in the 
community who needs it at no charge. A speech and 
hearing department in the sch ool is a Psi Ote project, 
the Logansport State Hospital, Riley Hospital for Chil
dren and the County Home are a few of the places 
their money is used. Needy families are helped with 
food, clothing and m edical bills. The Red Cross blood 
bank comes twice a year to Flora and the members 
help by giving of their time to do the clerical work 
and service wherever needed. 

Psi Iota Xi has been active in community affairs 
and hopes t o continue for many m ore years. 

HOME ENDEAVOR HOME ECONOMICS CLUB 
The Home Endeavor Home Economics Club was 

organized by Mrs . Charles Gibson with the help of 
Mrs. Marion Gibson, Mrs. Mildred Shanks, Mrs. Reba 
J. Briggs, Mrs. Mark Carter and Mrs. Orpha Mead in 
October, 1945. 

The first meeting was held in the home of Mrs. 
Walter Helvie, mother of Mrs. Gibson. 

The officers installed by Mrs. Marion Gibson and 
Mrs. Mildred Shanks were as follows: President, Miss 
Laura Dillman (Mrs. Virgil Maxwell); Vice-President, 
Mrs. Jack Voorhees; Secretary, Mrs. Charles Gibson; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Barney Sparks; Publicity Chairman, 
Mrs. Paul Fife; and Song Leader, Miss Carmen Al
baugh. 

There are four active charter members : Mrs. 
Charles Gibson, Mrs. Richard Johnson, Mrs. Robert 
Sibray and Mrs. Junior King. 

We were surprised on our 25th anniversary by 
learning our organizer, Mrs. Charles Gibson, assisted 
by Mrs. Tom Cowell and Mrs. Lowell Johnson, had 
organized and installed the officers for the Junior 
Home Endeavor Home Demonstration Club composed 
of the daughters and daughters-in-law along with other 
girls. Our members and the daughters are Mrs. Robert 
Sibray, Mrs. Ed Stephens; Mrs. Junior King, Mrs. 
Bill Dittman; Mrs. Charles Gibson, Mrs. James Reed; 
and Mrs. Richard Johnson, Mrs. Lowell Johnson. Mrs. 
Weldon Hicks, also a charter member, is a sister to 
Mrs. R. Johnson and Mrs. Gibson. 

We have two d eceased members: Mrs. Lloyd Trent 
and Mrs . Roy Pritts. 



DR. LLOYD CARTER 
Dr. Lloyd Carter, the son of Dr. Henry and Cin

drella Pruitt Carter, was born at Bringhurst. He at
tended school at Bringhurst and barbered in Bring
hurst before going to Dental school. After gradu-

ating from the school of Dentistry in Indianapolis, 
he opened his office in Bringhurst, practicing there 
from 1912 until the time of his death in 1956. He was 
married to Cora Briggs; they were the parents of 
five children, Pauline, Mrs. Dale Rodkey of Kokomo; 
Lois, Mrs. Howard Baxter of Glendale, California; 
Patricia, Mrs. Robert Spitler, Bringhurst; Jack Mar
tin Carter, of San Jose, California, and Mark Henry 
Carter of Flora. 

DR. HENRY CARTER 
Dr. Henry Carter, born in Monroe Township, Car

roll County, July 5, 1849, was the son of Martin and 
Penninah Hollwell Carter of Tennessee and North 
Carolina respectively. Martin Carter came to Indiana 
when he was 16 years old, walking from Tennessee 
barefooted. He settled in Burlington and was em
ployed in brick making and farming. He died when 
Henry was five years old. Henry was one of five 
children and lived with relatives for several years 
until his mother could have a home for the family 
again. Henry attended school in Hoff's school, north
east of Flora. Later, he went to school at Burlington, 
then taught at the Liberty School. He attended How-

ard College at Kokomo, and in 1873 went to Ohio 
National Normal School in Ohio, then to Terre 
Haute to Indiana State Normal School. After gradu
ating, he served four years as principal of Bring
hurst schools and two years as principal of the 
Flora school. 

In 1890 he took a medical course and in 1892 
graduated from the Cincinnati School of Medicine. 
The same year he started practicing medicine in 
Bringhurst, staying there until his death. He was 
married to Cindrella Pruitt and they had three sons, 
Dr. Lloyd Carter, Dr. Emerson Carter and Attorney 
Paul Carter. 

BERNICE BROWN 
(Following are some facts and memories written 

by Mrs. Bernice Brown of Sun City, Arizona. Mrs. 
Brown was the granddaughter of Henry Koonsman 
and the daughter of Wm. Koonsman, early pioneers 
of this community.) 

"Remember all the doctors we had when we were 
growing up? Lyons, Callane, Kearns, Brubaker, C. L. 
and Tom Peters, A. J. Cooke and Shirar. In Bring
hurst was Dr. Henry and Dr. Emerson Carter . . . 
remember when the main streets in Flora were paved 
with brick ... the workmen had tongs to pick up 
several at a time, like handling blocks of ice . .. 
and remember the race track west of town near 
where the Brethren Home is ... the livery stables 
ran hacks to the tracks. The roads were so dusty, the 
sprinkling truck couldn't work fast enough ... and 
remember the farmers drove their livestock through 
town to the loading pens at the south end of town 
along the railroad. The young boys had fun helping 
keep the animals out of the yards. I always enjoyed 
watching the sheep. 

"Remember 'Coal Oil Johnny' Laird? He drove a 
one-horse wagon with a tank of some kind that I 
don't remember ... sold coal oil at the houses. 
Polly Smith and his fish wagon on the street in cold 
weather and Mrs. Lee Hawkins driving a high
stepping sleek horse hitched to a light rig. The elec
tric light plant built along the railroad near the saw
mill and then came the first electric lights. The old 
town pump and rusty tin cup hanging on a wire ... 
the water was always good and cold. The Baptist 
Church that was in the west side of town on Walnut 
Street and was later moved to its present location. 
The Thursday night band concerts. The big store of 
Mr. Jim Wilson, then Frank Horner, his son-in-law, 
entered the firm. I always thought it was beautiful, 
besides it had an elevator. I'm sure most of us can 
remember the big handsome team of horses of Ar
thur Blue, that my Uncle John Koonsman used for 
all his funeral equipment. 

"Well ... I'm thinking faster than I can write. 
You know those were good days to remember. 

" If this isn' t material you can use, I've at least 
enjoyed remembering ... maybe Addie Michaels 
could remember some things. 

Hope you succeed in your Centennial efforts." 
Bernice 



A Little Reminiscing From the 
First Citizen Born in Our Town 

(This is a Tep1·int of a letteT w Titten t o Al Mass 
by M1·s. Della Blue on ApTil 27, 1959. MTs. Blue was 
repoTtedly the fiTst baby bam in this community 
afteT it w as known as Flam , In diana.) 

From 
MRS. DELLA BLUE 
1009 W . Elm Street 
Kokomo, Indiana 

April 27, 1959 

Well, Mr. Moss, I will try to tell you about Flora . 

My father , J. W. Butcher, and wife, Sulass, was 
from Missouri. They started out to make away. So 
they drove through from Missouri in a covered 
wago n with a team of mules. 

They settled in Flora where the Old Hotel stands. 
They were p utting in th e old Vanda lia road so they 
s topped an d my mother cooked for the men and Pa 
worked as a carpenter. 

Now that was in 1871 and I was bom th e next 
year on May 5 , 1 8 72 at 10:00 o'clock. My mother 
had me, d ressed me, p ut me in a box, put me in a· 
covered wagon and got dinner for the railroad hands. 

I was born in the covered wagon right where the 
Old Hotel stands now. The exact da te was in 1872, 
May 5, and if I live til the 5th day of May I will be 
87. Flora will be 88. See! 

So after that old Abe Flora come in and bought 
the lan d and my fat her went to w ork building houses. 
So he built all of the north end. Then next came 
old ma n Bricker and put in a grocery store and then 
Mr. Cromer came and pu t in a drug store. 

I forgot to mention earlier that my mother had 
Emma, Jena and Milton at the time they came through 
in the covered wagon from Misso uri. The folk came 
llocking in. 

I went i.o school in the old Brick north of town. 
My teachers were Mr. Sidenbender and Mr. Smelcer. 

Pa named Flora at the time "I Go." 

Aunt Mary Bridge was the first lady to start an 
eating p lace. I was eigh t years old and helped wash 
dishes. 

My mother had eleven children and all my folks 
are gone but two brothers, Arthur who is 80 and 
Clifford who is 77. 

Now this is the best I can do without you run
ning up to Kokomo and talking to me in person. I 
am no t able to wri te much as I am just getting over 
the f1 u. So you can put this together and suit your
self. I would like t o help all I can. 

I can't walk, am just an in valid. So much I could 
tell you . I have a good memory but just old now. 
Now, I was born in '72 , sure. I live with Rub e Blue. 

PLEASE NOTE 

A great many of t he pictures in this book were 

reproduced from originals owned by Em McKinley. 

These originals may be purchased at the O.K. 

Barber Shop in Flora. Add itional Centennial books 

may be ordered (as long as they last) from t he 

Loudon Pr int ing Company, Inc., Flora, Ind. 46929. 

Price $6.00. Make check payable to Flora Centen

ia l, Inc. 

CARROLL COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

COOPERATIVE ASS'N INC. 

45 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR 

CARROLL COUNTY PATRONS 

Owned and Controlled By 

Those We Serve 

GRAIN · FEED · SEED · PLANT FOOD 

FARM SUPPLIES · BUILDI NG MATERIALS 

CUSTOM BUILT BUILDINGS · PAI NT 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS · LAWN EQUIPMENT 

TIRES 

BRANCHES 

BRINGHURST - FLORA CAM DEN 



The following individuals and businesses offer their 

congratulations and best wishes to the Town of Flora 

on its 1 OOth birthday 

Whiteman Bros. Grain & Fertilizer Co. 
DELPHI , INDIANA 

Kerlin Feed Mill - Kerlin Elevator 
DELPHI, INDIANA 

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
CARROLL COUNTY 

LESH ADVERTISING CO. 
DEER CREEK, INDIANA 

DR. BRUCE MYER 
FLORA, INDIANA 

HAROLD JENSEN 
FLORA, RENT'O'TEL 

NORTHCUTT'S ICE CREAM 
FLORA, INDIANA 

LAFA VETTE GLASS CO. 
LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 

L. E. JORDAN 
OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO FLORA 

BASSETT & TALBERT 
FIRESTONE - DELPHI 

UNITED TELEPHONE 
FLORA, INDIANA 

VANSICKLE'S PAINT SHOP 
DELPH I, INDIANA 

~ 

HARRY W. JONES, DDS 
FLORA, INDIANA 

JOHN A. BUSH, DVM 
FLORA, INDIANA 

R. L. SPARKS ELECTRIC 
FLORA, INDIANA 

WASON INSURANCE AGENCY 
PHONE 967-3651- FLORA, INDIANA 



DO YOU REMEMBER.? 

Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
(predecessor of Meridian Standard insurance 
Company) was organized in 1868. The bui ld
ing pictured was the first owned offi ce and 
was first used in 1893. This building is still 
standing an d is located on North Main Street 
in Mulberry. 

Many area farmers will remember the friendly 
"Mulberry Company" which in 1967 became 
Merid ian Standard Insurance Company, an aff
iliate of the Meridian Insurance Group. This 
modern office in Mulberry now serves Indiana 
residents on a sta te-wide basis. 

Meridian Insurance Companies like people. People like Meridian 
Insurance too. That's why over 1,000 new policyholders a month selected 
Meridian Insurance in 1971. 

Over 1,000 independent agents and employees in Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan and Ohio provide the "people to people" kind of service which 
means satisfied customers. Our Companies have grown rapidly because of 
our servtce. 

Meridian Insurance Companies offer Auto, Homeowners, Farm
owners, Life, Health and Business Insurance to ~eople just like you. 

'~ MERIDIAN 
INSURANCE 

® 

a world of protection 

MERIDIAN MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

MERIDIAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
2955 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 

MERIDIAN STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 
Mulberry, Indiana 46058 



Lee Eikenberry, Burnell Keyes 

Myer & Leiter, G. V. Grown, John Little 

r?YJ 



Fountain City? Flora? Anyway it was a swinging band. 

Shave 10i, Haircut 25i. Could be the last gentleman is about to pull a tooth. 



1- Jimes Moss, 2-Ed (Paddy) Voorhees, 3- Carl Stantor-~, 4- Samuel Smelcer, 5- John McClosky, 6- Nola F iney, 
7-G lenn Smith, 8-Wm. Spitler, 9- Chas. Cochran, 1 0- Wm. Pattengale, 11-James Cree, 12-Chas. Reist, 13-Newt 
Grandstaff, 14- Everett Cochran, 15- Harry Richter, 16- Wilbert Kenrick, (Teacher) 17- Frank Honicker, 18-
Reuben Harter, 19- Lee Eikenberry, 20- Harry Cree, 21 - Dr. Grant Wiley, 22- Chas. A. Bell, 23- Chas. E. Smith, 
24- Chas. E. Budrow, 25- Harvey Calhoun, 26- Wm. Garrison, 27- Harry Sibray, 28- John Little, 29-Joe Steckel. 

L to R: Em McKinley. Fred Leslie, Pete Tolen. In 
cha irs. Charles Gibson, Bob Peterson. "Rollo the Limit" 

! 31 



Top: Carl Johnson, Reid Burns, Rev. Musselmann, Frank Mullendore. Next Row: Chas. Stouse, Basil Ayres, Lee' 
Ulery, Earl Reprogle. Next Row: Dave Wise, Frank James, Bob Sines, Glen Wagoner, Fred Wheeler, Nelson Shafer, 
Irvin Brien. Next Row: Bertha James, Ina Johnson, Flossie Shaffer, Thelma Sines, Martha Wise, Waneta Turley, 
Lena Mullendore. Bottom: Cora Williams, Lenore Briggs, Lena Burns, Elizabeth Ulery, Lil ly Parrott, Lenna McKinley, 
Faye Ayres, Mae Chittick, Marie Burns, Agatha Wheeler, Olive Carey. 

Dena Metsger Craig with her Room 1 students at Bringhurst, March 19, 1918. 



FLORA'S SENIOR COUPLE FLORA'S STATE SENATOR FLORA'S SENIOR BUSINESSMAN 

Minnie and John H. Flora Russell Harter El mer Cripe 

Bil! Evans Truck loaded f or Russiaville Tornado Vict ims 

Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Flora, Esther Flora, Ralph Rinehart. 

Mr. Horner and Mr. Willson 

Charles L. Bell 
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Center Street looking North 

A. D. Bishop, Bill Niewerth, Loren Chittick 'Ding' Hendryx and Tom Sering 



Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
FLORA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

In 1903 the town of Flora purchased. a hand-pulled 
chemical fi re apparatus. The story, as handed down 
from fireman to fireman, is that the first time it was 
used was when a dwelling on South Willow Street 
caught fire. The firemen in their excitement pulled 
the new apparatus to the scene of the fire with such 
speed that they were so exhausted they could not 
opf)rate the new machine. The home burned to the 
ground. 

Since that black day the Flora Fire Department has 
saved hundreds of homes, barns, garages and other 
assorted buildings. The most notable fires the de
partment has fought have been the Flora school build
ing. Wheeler's garage, the furniture fac tory, the saw 
mill and the Pioneer seed-corn drying building. 

In 1919 the Hoosier Democrat had the following 
story : After many years Flora has a real-for-sure 
fire chief. At a recent meeting of the town board 
Dr. 0. F. Campbell was named chief and the follow
ing other officers appointed: 

Assistant Chief-Amos Clingenpeel 
Truck Drivers- Grover Jackson and Harry Jack

son 
Nozzle Supervisors-Willis Jackson, Willis Mum

mert, Glen Smith and Earl Mummert 
Hydrant Men- W . M. Sadler and Charles Burton 
Ladder Men- Asa Isaacs, J. 0. Smith, Charles 

Budrow and Oscar Barnard 
Chief Campbell wants it known from the start 

that the public shall assist with the fire-fighting only 
when asked to do so and states that a heavy fine will 
be assessed against anyone who drives over hose 
while they are laid ready for work. The new auto 
fire wagon was given its first "run" last Tuesday 
night when the alarm was given that the 0. N. Glass
cock residence on East Main Street was on fire. The 
flames were extinguished, however, without difficulty 
and the loss was only slight. 

Dr. Campbell was succeeded as Chief by Charles 
Budrow. After the fire at the Wheeler garage in 1939 
Charles Stouse was named Chief and served until ill 
health forced him to resign in 1969. Dean Briggs was 
then appointed Chief, but he lived only a few months. 
Walter Allen was then made Chief and still serves 
in this capacity. 

Men who are and have been members of the Flora 
Volunteer Fire Department are: Jerry Albaugh, Basil 
Ayres, Milo Appleton, Walter Allen, Dean Briggs, 
Charles Budrow, Reed Burns, Charles Burton, Ralph 
Burress, 0 . F. Campbell, Amos Clingenpeel, Everett 
Cochran , Ray Cook, Harry Cree, Wayne Crook, Pete 
Denton, Richard DePoy, Carl Draper, Joe Draper, 
Basil Eller, Harry Foster, Marion Funkhouser, Roy 
Good, Fred Griffith, Ed Helvie, Paul Holmes, William 
Hurley, Fred Humes, Stanley Jones, Willis Jackson, 
Charles Johnson, Burnell Keyes, Paul Kirk, Doyle 
Kirkman, Herman Landes, Ray Lee, Richard Leiter, 
William Leiter, Howard McGill, Rush McCarty, Mart 
McCrary, Gary Minnix, Otis Myer, Donald Myer, Wil-

liam Niewerth, Charles Northcutt, Plumb, Floyd Reed
ed, Nova Riggle, Leo Root, Jerry Reinke, Charles Shaf
fer, Nelson Shaffer, Bob Sines, Dick Sines, Rick Sines, 
Oren Skinner, Harry Stineman, Charles Stouse, Charles 
Sylvester, Leon Viney, Marve Wikle , Dr. C. N. Wil
son, Ben Wray, Clarence Watson, Paul Wisler, Louis 
Pinkerd, Lowell Johnson, Don Clingenpeel, Grover 
Jackson, Harry Jackson, Willis Mummert, Glen Smith, 
Earl Mummert, W. M. Sadler, Asa Isaacs, J. 0. Smith 
and Oscar Barnard. 

U & I CLUB 
The U & I Club was organized in March, 1922 with 

fourteen charter members . 
Club rules were made and membership limited to 

twenty members. Club colors of green and white 
were chosen, the carnation to be the club flower. 

It was decided to have an educational topic given 
at each meeting with members or guest speakers 
giving the program. Many family picnics were held 
during the time our families were growing up; also, 
we had Mothers' Day parties, surprise parties, 
brunches, favorite dish dinners and tours. 

Plans are being made to celebrate our fiftieth an
niversary in May. During the fifty years we have had 
fifty-five members join and the only charter mem
bers are Edith R. Ayres, Maude Wood and Minnie 
Ross. 

OLD FLORA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 
Twelve interested citizens of the Flora community 

met on June 9, 1969 to form the Old Flora Cemetery 
Association. 

The old Flora Cemetery, located just outside of 
Flora, is the burial place of many of the early set
tlers of the community, with the first burial being 
sometime around 1830 and the last burial being in 
1926. 

During the intervening years since the last burial, 
the cemetery was allowed to deteriorate. Stones were 
broken or scattered, and this resting place was cov
ered by trees and brush. 

Since the inception of the association, members 
have cleared brush and trees, sprayed for weeds, 
reset and repaired stones, sown grass seed, and 
erected some new markers. 

In the spring of 1971, a group of Junior Sunday 
School Class members from the Flora Presbyterian 
Church visited the cemetery and decorated several 
of the graves. 

A mower was purchased in 1970, and the nine
tenths of an acre plot is presently being mowed a 
minimum of three times a year. 

The original deed for the burial plot has also been 
located. This deed, recorded on October 6, 1856, 
states that the land, given by John and Sarah Flora, 
is to be used as a graveyard forever. Also quoting 
from the deed, "No person executed for a criminal 
offense, or who has taken his own life shall be buried 
in said graveyard." 

Present officers of the OFCA are Gerald Clingen
peel, President; Charles Harter, Vice-President ; and 
Marie Clark, Treasurer. 

13S 



Brief Histories of Local Organizations 
HISTORY OF ART AND GARDEN CLUB 

On the afternoon of August 12,. ;1.929, Mrs. Hen
drick Van Doorn invited a group of ladies to her home 
for the purpose of organizing an art and garden 
dub. Mr. and Mrs. Van Doorn were newcomers to 
the community and were operating a greenhouse. 
She stated the purpose of the club was to foster art 
and gardening. The same creed by Morris Gray that 
vve use today was suggested and adopted. It is the 
state of art creed. 

Many rules and regulations were discussed and it 
was agreed that anyone interested in gardening was 
eligible to be a member. Those present were as fol
lows: Mrs. George Thomas, Mrs. Lawrence Whistler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hendrick Van Doorn, Mrs. Everett 
Myers, Mrs. John Oaks, Mrs. F. G. Coleman, Mrs. 
Fred Voorhees, Mrs. R. S. Tidrick, Mrs. Helen Myer 
Wason, Mrs. Esther Myer, Mrs . John Siegrist and 
Miss Minnie Todd of Young America, who was visit
ing her sister Mrs. Tidrick and it was she who sug
gested the name for the club, "The Community Art 
& Garden Club." Miss Todd was not a charter mem
ber, but she became a member later on. 

All of the ladies present were very ambitious for 
they planned and held the first flower show in just 
seventeen days or on August 31, 1929. It was open 
to the public because all of us were truly amateurs. 
It was agreed that anyone joining the club before 
March 1, 1930 were to be considered charter mem
bers, and that we would invite men to be members 
also. So, added to the charter members already listed 
we have the following: Rev. and Mrs. F. H. Collier, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Beckner, Mrs. Glae Cook, Dr. 
and Mrs. A. J. Cook, Rev. F. G. Coleman, Rev. and 
Mrs. S. C. Rogers, Mrs. Floyd Flora and Mrs. Charles 
McCracken. 

Mrs. John Oaks was temporary chairman, the first 
six months or from August, 1929 to March, 1930, 
when Mrs. Van Doorn was elected president and she 
served five years or until March, 1935, when Mrs. 
R. S. Tidrick was elected. Rules or laws were then 
made that a president could only serve for two years. 

Our first flower arranging class was held at the 
Fred Voorhees home and was conducted by Mr. Hen
drick Van Doorn. Some basic principles stressed were 
simplicity in color and design, point of emphasis and 
an affinity in texture of container and flowers. 

In 1938 we had as our guest the artist Leota Loop 
and several of her pictures. She is now deceased. 
Another guest speaker was Orville Oaks and friend. 
They took a tree census of the Community Park and 
reported the park contained two hundred and forty
six hard maples, twelve beech, eleven elm, eight ash, 
seven sycamore, five walnut, five hawthorn, four shag 
bark hickory, two jack oak, two pignut hickory, two 
mulberry, two wild cherry, one yellow poplar, one 
mockernut hickory, one willow, one swamp white 
oak and one basswood. Total number of trees three 
hundred and thirteen. The club purchased tree labels 
for one of each species. 

Probably the largest project we ever attempted was 
when we entertained the North-Central District meet
ing of the Garden Clubs of Indiana in June, 1960, 
with a flower show in conjunction. 

THE BRETHREN'S HOME OF INDIANA, INC. 
The Brethren's Home of Indiana, Inc., had its be

ginning in 1923 with the construction of a two-story 
building on the west side of Flora, Indiana. The Home 
is owned and operated by The Benevolent Board of 
the Brethren Church. This is a cooperative board of 
the General Conference of the Brethren Church with 
headquarters in Ashland, Ohio. 

The early residents of the Home were Brethren 
Church members, and the denomination gave a good 
share of the operational expenses of the Home. Resi
dents gave what they had, and were given life-time 
contracts. This practice continued until the 1950's, 
when a monthly rate was established. 

As the years went by with our ever-changing 
world, a need for a better equipped nursing care fa
cility was felt. After several years of planning, con
struction was started in 1967 for our new building. 
This new home has twenty resident rooms, which are 
modern in every way, including full air-conditioning 
and carpeting. There are also two cottages, and each 
has two one-bedroom apartments. A third cottage 
is the home of the Administrator. 

Plans are now being made to remodel the original 
home and make eight one-bedroom apartments and 
one two-bedroom apartment. When this is completed, 
we plan to add twenty additional rooms to the new 
building as a nursing care wing. This will give 
thirteen apartments, twenty residential care rooms, 
and twenty nursing care rooms. There are 40 acres 
of land, which allow for more expansion. 

At present there are thirty-nine residents in the 
main building and five residents in the cottages. Of 
this number, twenty-six are members of the Brethren 
Church, eleven are residents of Flora and seven are 
residents of Carroll County, so the Brethren Home 
not only serves the Brethren Church but also serves 
the Flora and Carroll County area. 

The residents and staff of the Brethren Home in
vite you at any time to stop in and visit with us. 

FLORA ROTARY CLUB 
The Flora Rotary Club presented its charter on 

July 26, 1945, and the late Dr. C. N. Wilson served 
as the first president of the organization. Rotary is 
an International Service Organization and since its 
inception, the Flora Rotary Club, which has a mem
bership of 25, have through their annual chicken bar
becue, peach sales and Christmas tree sales, raised 
in excess of $25,000.00. The money has been given 
annually in the form of a scholarship to qualified 
seniors at Carroll High School. The student receiving 
the scholarship must have successfully completed 
one year of college work and commence a second 
year in order to be eligible for the scholarship. 

Rotary meets each Thursday evening in the Fire
side Room at 6:15 p.m. Of the original 25 charter 
members, Mark Carter, Dick Leiter and Mark Mc
Cracken are still members of the club. 



Brief Histories of Local O·rganizations 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 222 

Clarence A. Wiles Post 222, Indiana Department of 
The American Legion, was chartered on January 9, 
1920. The Post was named after one of the first serv
ice men to lose his life in WW I from this com
munity. Charter members were: George M. Klar, 
Wm. C. Kingery, Wm. H. Sylvester, Paul Barnard, 
Wm. E. Mitchell, George W. Barnes, Glen F. Dun
cqn, Chalmer R. Albaugh. Leo Minnix, Wm. R. Yundt, 
Wm. C. Sellers, John Michael, Joe Williams, Russell 
Ratcliff, Harry Luntz and Herman Allbaugh. The Post 
met in the Armory room above where the Flora 
Theatre is now located, Flora Public Library before 
moving to the Legion Room in the new Community 
Building in 1924. The Post moved to their present 
home in December of 1947, purchased and remodeled 
pa rtly with public donations. 

Post 222 has been very active in public programs, 
sponsoring many Patriotic Observances, School 
Awards, Boys State Delegates, Junior Legion Base
ball, Veteran and Independent softball and basket
ball teams and many entertainment events through 
the years. 

Noah "Alf" Long, at one time the oldest Veteran 
in Indiana was a member of Post 222. The Legion 
Quartette, consisting of Wilbur Lane, Harry Cree, 
Ora Shirar and George Baum, were very much in 
demand throughout the area and at State Legion 
affairs. The "Rube Band" entertained at many a State 
and National Convention. 

Commanders of the Post have been: Wm. R. Yundt, 
Harry Wilkinson, Dr. C. N. Wilson, W. A. Brown, 
John Michael, Chester V. Ayres, R. C. Bright, Leland 
0 . Eikenberry, Simon H. Irick, Dr. John A. Flora, 
Wilbur Lane, Clarence L. Wilson, George Baum, 
James W. Replogle, Ora F. Shirar, Dr. A. G. Moore, 
Charles L. Minnix, Lyman Fisher, Meredith Dunkin, 
Paul Hay, Robert Nimmins, Edward Junior Viney, Roy 
Clark, Wayne Crook, Mills McKinley, John H. Ayres, 
Emerson McKinley, Robert Kinzer , Joe Ayres, Chas. 
W. Ayres, Bill White and Earl Parks. C. Ed. Helvie 
and Dr. C. N. Wilson served for many years as Sgt.
of-Arms and Historian. 

EASTERN STAR NO. 490 
Early in the year 1923, Brother Harry H. Keller, 

Worthy Grand Patron of Indiana Grand Chapter 
Order of The Eastern Star, was vested by the con
stitution of the Indiana Grand Chapter to appoint 
Brother William Menough, Worthy Patron of Bring
hurst Chapter O.E.S. as special Deputy for the pur
pose of instituting a chapter at Flora, under the title 
of Flora Chapter, under dispensation. Sister Ruth 
Dawson was selected to be Worthy Matron, Brother 
Charles Wilson, Worthy Patron and Sister Marie 
Clark, Associate Matron of said Chapter. In Decem
ber, 1923, Brother Wm. Menough and a s taff of of
ficers from Bringhurst Chapter 353 O.E.S. assembled 
in the Flora Masonic Hall and the Chapter was in
stituted. 

Thirty members signed the by-laws either by ap
plication or receiving the degrees that evening, be
coming charter members. Elsie McCarty and Grace 
Ayres were the first to receive the degrees in the 
Flora Chapter. 

In April of 1924 the chapter was constituted and 
a charter granted and the Flora Chapter Under Dis
pensation O.E.S. became Flora Chapter No. 490. 

Sister Ella M. Smyster, Past Grand Matron of In
diana Grand Chapter acted as special Deputy, being 
appointed by Brother Clyde A. Bennett, Past Grand 
Patron. 

First officers of Flora Chapter installed at this 
meeting were: Ruth Dawson, Worthy Matron; Charles 
Wilson, Worthy Patron; Marie Clark, Associate Ma
tron; Laura Keyes, Secretary; Mable Zinn, Treasurer; 
Elsie McCarty, Conductress ; Grace Ayres, Associate 
Conductress; Rose Zinn, Chaplain; Ona Spitler, Or
ganist; Martha Wikle, Marshall; Opal Wilson, Adah; 
Ursel McCune Bobo, Ruth; Mary Myer, Esther; Ida 
Brower, Martha; Deliah Wagoner, Electa; Faye Bright, 
Warder; Ada Snell, Sentinel. Stated meetings second 
and fourth Monday nights in each month. Meetings 
later changed to one stated meeting per month. 

In December, 1967 the Chapter moved with the 
Masonic Lodge into a newly remodeled Temple on 
Center Street. Membership for 1971 stands at 181. 

Two Chapter members had the honor of becoming 
District Deputy of District 15. Sisters Mable Miller 
and Eunice Lowery. Sister Evelyn Leiter also served 
as Grand Organist of Indiana Grand Chapter. 

Three members have been presented the Award 
of Gold from Grand Chapter as fifty year members, 
Sisters Marie Clark and Ursel McCune Bobo, charter 
members, and Sister Margaret Ayres, affiliated mem
ber of Bringhurst Chapter. 

In 1951 the Flora Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star 
Chapter voted to sponsor a Rainbow for Girls. This 
group has grown as one of the outstanding Assem
blies of Indiana. 

Today our Chapter is honored to have Mrs. Jean 
Jones, Grand Deputy, Robert Jones, Grand Lecturer 
of District 22, International Order, Rainbow for Girls. 
District 22 consists of six assemblies. "Ours is an 
order that stands- a light upon the Nation's Hill. 
It's strength, not brick, nor stone, nor wood, but 
justice, love and brotherhood. 

COMMUNITY THRIFT SHOP 
In February, 1963, w omen representing several 

churches in the community met and discussed the 
idea of a "clothing closet." It was to be a service to 
the community for people to buy used clothing and 
various articles at a very low price. Donations came 
in and the idea grew. The shop has moved four times 
into larger quarters. The merchandise for sale has 
all been donated from residents of the community. 
Each church receives approx imately $400 a year for 
their missions beyond the local church. The sponsor
ing churches are Bringhurst Methodist, Church of the 
Brethren, First Christian, Flora First Baptist, Flora 
First Brethren, Flora Methodist and Flora Presby-
terian. 

/37 



Brief Histories of Local Organization's 
DELTA THETA CHI 

The Indiana Gamma Chapter pelta Theta Chi 
Sorority was organized by Mrs. Robert Segraves, Mrs. 
Richard Mann and Mrs. Jack Thompson assisted by 
Mrs. Vernon Honecker (now deceased) and Mrs. 
James White, both from Kappa Chapter, Logansport. 

They installed our first officers who were: Presi
dent- Mrs. Robert Segraves; Vice-President- Mrs. 
Richard Mann; Recording Secretary-Miss Betty 
Downham (Mrs. Richard Johnson); Corresponding 
Secretary-Mary Lee Loy (Mrs. Robert Chambers); 
Treasurer_:.Mrs. Dean Briggs; Sergeant-at-Arms
Elizabeth Ayres (Mrs. Dale Eller) and Educational 
Director-Kay Honecker (Mrs. Robert Kuns) . 

We received our charter on February 2, 1947 at 
the Barnes Hotel, Logansport with Miss Helen K. 
Blackstone, Chicago, giving the Pledging and Charter
ing ceremonies to eleven girls . They were Mrs. Rob
ert Segraves, Mrs. Richard Mann, Mrs. Jack Thomp
son, Mrs. Jack Briggs, Mrs. Dean Briggs, Mrs. Charles 
Gibson, Mrs. George Allen and Misses Betty Down
ham (Mrs. Richard Johnson); Elizabeth Ayres (Mrs. 
Dale Eller); Mary Lee Loy (Mrs. Robert Chambers) ; 
and Kay Honecker (Mrs. Robert Kuns). 

Marjorie Jordan (Mrs. Wayne Sines) was also a, 
charter member but was unable to attend. A cere
mony was given two weeks later for Marjorie and 
our first new member, Mrs. William Dickinson. 

We have seven charter members who are still ac
tive after 25 years. They are Mrs. Robert Segraves , 
Mrs. Richard Mann, Mrs. Jack Briggs, Mrs. Charles 
Gibson, Mrs. Richard Johnson, Mrs. Dale Eller and 
Mrs. Wayne Sines. 

Our purpose is to continue learning as adults or 
to further our adult education. We have not only 
grown in stature and wisdom, but in membership. 
We have seventy-five members. 

We have several mother and daughter combina
tions in our midst. 

We have had several of our members serve as 
State Officers and Peg Brower has served as Na
tional President and is currently serving as the 
National Executive-Secretary Treasurer. 

We celebrated our twenty-fifth anniversary Febru
ary, 1972. Meetings: first and third Thursday. 

BOY SCOUTS 
The first Boy Scout Troop was chartered as Troop 

No. 44 (now 144) on October 7, 1931. The sponsor 
was The Christian Church Men's Club. The Scout
master was Rev. W. C. Aschanhort and his com
mittee consisted of Clayton Ayres, William Niewerth, 
A. L. Moss and Dr. E. H. Brubaker. The first troop 
members were: Meredith Butcher, Walter Ferguson, 
Dayton Hoffman, Paul Irick, Paul Kirk, Jr., Howard 
Payne, Tom Peters, Donovan Sadler, Clarence Siple, 
Jack Voorhees, Willard Hawkins and added the first 
year w ere Charles Kirk, Kenneth Knapp, John Chit
tick, James Niccum and Dale Kinzie. Scoutmasters 
through the years were: W. C. Aschanhort (1931-36), 

Rev. John Menoch (1937-39), Richard Leiter (1940-
42), Herbert Groninger (1944), John Barkley (1944-
46), Glenn Lantz (1946-48), Dr. Paul Wagaman (1949), 
Robert Garrett (1950), John Barkley (1950-51), Andy 
Jackson (1950-51), J. B. Mosier (1952-53), Robert 
Wood (1953-54), Edward Viney, Jr. (1954-63), Wil
liam Warnick (1964-65), James Anderson (1965), John 
Spooner (1966), Terry Bright (1967-68), Dave Barrow
cliff (1969-71), and at present Charles Johnson. Rich
ard Leiter has served in some capacity most of the 
charter life of Scouts in Flora. A Cub Scout Pack 
was formed in July, 1945, as Pack 44 and now 3144. 
The first Cubmaster and Assistant were Rev. Bert 
Hodge and Paul Wagaman. The Flora Rotary Club 
sponsored the Scouts for many years as has the Flora 
Ministerial Association. A log cabin was built by the 
Scouts under the direction of Rev. Aschanhort in the 
mid thirties and was replaced in the mid fifties by 
the present cement block building, both located in 
the Community Park. 

FLORA LODGE F. & A. M. 
Flora Lodge No. 605 F. & A. M. held its first meet

ing in a room located over the Hanna, Byerly and 
Brothers Store. 

They were granted a charter by dispensation on 
January 10, 1896 and received its present charter on 
May 26, 1896. 

George W. Poague was the first Master of the 
Lodge and Reubin J. Burrin was the first secretary. 

On June 26, 1896 the Lodge was consecrat ed, dedi
cated, constituted and the officers duly installed in 
conformity to the rites of our honorable Fraternity 
by Rev. W. Crocket, P.M., Special Deputy, acting 
Grand Master for the Grand Lodge of the state 
of Indiana. 

On January 14, 1898 the Lodge moved to the 
William H. Lenon building and later purchased the 
building for the sum of $1,800.00. On July 10, 1914 
the Lodge sold the ground and the first story of the 
building to the town of Flora. 

In September, 1964 the Kitzmiller Building, located 
at 29-31 South Center Street, was purchased by 
Brother Charley R. Gibbs for the sum of $10,000.00 
and later donated to the Lodge by Brother Gibbs. 

On December 12, 1967 the Lodge was granted per
mission by The Grand Lodge of the State of Indiana 
to move it's charter to the newly remodeled building 
donated by Brother Gibbs. 

SILVER BELLES HOME EXTENSION 

The Silver Belles Home Extension Club held its 
first meeting in 1963 with twelve members, two of 
whom still belong. Our object was to become better 
informed in the work of the home. 

Our name was chosen because we w ere the twenty
fifth club to organize in Carroll County and at that 
time had the youngest members. The club colors are 
blue and silver and the motto is "The Better the 
Deed, the Better the Day." Our meetings are held in 
our homes on the fourth Tuesday night of the month. 
Mrs. Scottie Chapman is our current president. 
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4-H IN MONROE TOWNSHIP 

The records of the early history of 4-H in Carroll 
County and especially Monroe Township are nil. The 
firs t record of 4-H in Carroll County was in 1923 and 
in 1928 was the first mention of Monroe Township. 

There was mention made in the record of a calf 
club in 1926. This calf club was sponsored by the 
Indiana Condensed Milk Co. with Harry Foster as 
its manager. Dr. Ren Julien sponsored a pig club in 
the early 1920's. 

The first mention of the number of clubs was in 
1948 when there were sixty-six girls enrolled in five 
major projects. There were, however, girls' clubs in 
Monroe Township as early as the early twenties. 

In 1930 there w ere eight township clubs in the 
county. It was reported that 221 girls were enrolled 
but no mention was made of the boys' clubs or their 
enrollment. Evidently, the girls' projects in these 
early years consis ted of baking, canning, and sewing, 
but no record was made of any. 

The annual exhibit of 4-H projects was brought 
to Flora in 1933. Before this date the projects were 
exhibited in either Delphi or Flora. But, in the fall or 
winter of 1932 it was decided to hold the exhibitions 
at Flora for the next five years and the swine barn 
was built. At this time all of the livestock was stabled 
in the swine barn and the girls ' exhibits were housed 
in the community building. 

Many of the Monroe Township members, under the 
guidance of Mrs. Robert Julius and Mrs. H. H. Thomp
son, exhibited at the Indiana State Fair, where they 
made a very good showing. 

The enrollment, the number of projects and the 
facilities grew. In 1971 we can boast of nice 4-H fa
cilities and a Monroe Township enrollment of twenty
one boys and thirty-eight girls in forty-eight projects . 

FLORA HOME EXTENSION CLUB 
Nine women met July 30, 1937 to organize Flora's 

first Home Economics Club under the Purdue Ex
tension program. They were: Mesdames Walter 
Mitchell, Edward Colvin, Fred McPherson, Wilbert 
Kenrick, Ross Briggs, Paul Burns, Clarence Payne, 
Lloyd Mocherman and Odes Myers- Mesdames 
Mitchell, Burns and Mocherman still have member
ship. 

During the years the Flora Home Extension Club 
has changed its name to "Home Demonstration," and 
now to "Home Extension" to conform with the state 
and national. The club federated in 1939. 

During World War II the club collected books for 
servicemen, made soldier kits, bought stamps and 
bonds, sponsored U.S.O. drives and was aided with 
some of its food problems by the assistance of the 
Emergency War Food Assistant, Reba Briggs. 

Some of the club's most outstanding and educa
tional programs have been given by the County 
Health Nurse and one of its own members, the late 
Cora St. Amand, a home economics teacher and one 
who also served as Carroll County's Northeastern 
Extension Agent. 

TWENTY AND FIVE CLUB 
Late summer of 1914, Millie Cromer, Edith Brown, 

Ada Wheeler, and Sue Schermerhorn agreed that 
Flora had need of a literary club. So Millie gave a 
lovely party to the wives of the business and pro
fessional men. 

They explained to us the function and aims of this 
club to be, which was to be called the Twenty and 
Five never to exceed this number. 

We all agreed it was a wonderful idea, so twenty
six ladies anxiously signed to belong. We have been 
wonderfully entertained through these fifty-eight 
years as well as challenged and stimulated mentally 
by our association and labor together. 

We have shared joy and sorrow. We gave husbands 
and sons to the call of our country's need. One 
major, three sergeants, one seaman, one corporal, and 
three privates. 

Our town has been a better place in which to live 
from the far reaching influence and contribution of 
this group. We have lost twenty-six members in 
death. 

How swiftly these years have flown. The glory 
time of life's cycle is just beyond a few sunsets. May 
we never fail to take time to look back to where 
our feet have trod. 

We still have six charter members. Charter mem
bers are : Edith Brown, Ruth Bell, Beth Barnard, Elsie 
Bell, Viola Briggs, Edna Briggs, Vera Hooner Cripe, 
Mazie Cline, Millie Cromer, Lulu Eller, Minnie Farr, 
Ethel Goslee , Edith Hendrix, Clara Holub, Dr. Blanch 
Horner, Cora Kearns, Merle Moss, Minnie Martmer, 
Cecil Reed, Arnie Reist, Ercel McCune, Sue Schermer
horn , Ona Spitler, Pauline Voorhees, Delilah Wagoner 
and Ada Wheeler. 

JUNIOR HOME ENDEAVOR HOME 
DEMONSTRATION CLUB 

The Junior Home Endeavor Home Demonstration 
Club was organized in October, 1970 on the twenty
fifth anniversary of our mother club by Mrs. Charles 
Gibson, Mrs. Lowell Johnson and Mrs. Tom Cowell. 

Four of our charter members have mothers or 
mothers-in-law who were charter members of their 
club. We were presented as a surprise at their twenty
fifth anniversary party by Mrs . Gibson .. 

Our members and their mothers were Mrs. Lowell 
Johnson, Mrs. Richard Johnson ; Mrs. James Reed, 
Mrs. Charles Gibson; Mrs. Ed Stephens, Mrs. Robert 
Sibray ; and Mrs. Bill Dittman, Mrs. Junior King. 

We started with eleven members and have gained 
four new members in a year. 

Mrs . Weldon Hicks, a charter member is also a 
sister to Mrs. Gibson and Mrs. Johnson. 

Our first officers installed by Mrs. Gibson and Mrs. 
Cowell were as follows: President, Mrs. Lowell John
son; Vice-President, Mrs. Tom Click; Recording Sec
retary, Mrs. Ed Stephens; Treasurer, Mrs. Stanley 
Langston; and Publicity Chairman, Mrs. John Angle. 

We were presented with the Flags from Mrs. 
Cowell and Mrs. Gibson, and a check for $25 from 
our mother club. 
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NEEDLECRAFT CLUB 

Flora, Indiana 1913 saw an epidemic of young 
brides. · · 

Late April, 1913 eleven brides met at Beth Bar
nard's home and our "Needlecraft Club" was born. 
An unusual club in that it was Flora's first club and 
all were brides. 

Our only interest at that time was in our husbands 
and home building. With plenty of time on our hands 
~e met every week, serving only a plate of fudge, a 
bowl of apples or popcorn. 

With time's passing came more responsibilities so 
we met for a little while every two weeks, serving 
desserts or sandwiches or salads and coffee. 

Then came the babies to be loved, cared for and 
to make life more fulfilled. Now we started meeting 
once a month, but serving noon luncheons. This we 
still do after the passing of fifty-nine years of beauti
ful association. Our club has enjoyed thirty-three 
different members. There are still five of the charter 
members living. 

Mae Chittick has been our president for many 
years. 

Members now are: Ruth Bell, Merle Moss, Molly 
Carter, Edith Hendrix, Viola Briggs, Edna Briggs, 
Delilah Wagoner, Beth Barnard, Mazie Cline, Ona 
Spitler, Pauline Voorhees, Merle Moss*, Pauline V. 
Eikenberry*, Viola Briggs*, Ona Spitler*, Bertha 
Niewerth, Mae McCorkle, Beth Barnard*, Faye Lesh, 
Mae Chittick, Mable Holmes and Amanda Cochran. 
*Charter members. 

QUESTERS CLUB 
On the evening of March 27, 1953, a group of in

vited guests met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Harter for the purpose of organizing a hobby and 
antique club. 

After some discussion the following was adopted. 
Name: "Questers of Carroll County." 
Theme: "It is fun to search and a joy to find ." 
Aim: "To restore and preserve the beautiful and 

historic of today and yesterday." 
Club flower: columbine, later changed to daffodil!. 
The following officers were nominated and elected 

from the floor: President, Mrs. Charles Harter; Vice 
President, Mrs. Fay Wise; Secretary, Mrs. Orpha 
Mead; and Treasurer, Mr. John Oaks. 

During the years many hobbies and antiques were 
used in the programs including art, poetry, music, 
antiques and travelogs. 

We were instrumental in helping to save the cov
ered bridge east of Cutler and the sycamores at 
Deer Creek. 

We have just placed a sign at the Adams Mill, 
east of Cutler. Anyone interested in our programs 
and living in Carroll County may become members 
of the club. 

Mrs. Charles Loy is our present President. 
Past Presidents are: Mrs. Charles Harter, Mrs. Car

lyle Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Marion Gibson, Mrs. Lewis 

Wise, Mrs. Paul Crundwell, Mrs. Roy Gregg, Mrs. 
Fred McPherson, Mrs. David Wise, Mrs. Lewis Funk
houser, and Mrs. Charles Loy. 

CARROLL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 
This club was organized in 1961 with the opening 

of the new Carroll High School building. The purpose 
of the organization is to financially support and im
prove the athletic program in all schools of the Car
roll Consolidation. Mr. Don Beighler, who was elected 
the first treasurer still is serving in that capacity 
after eleven years. 

The club has purchased uniforms, athletic equip
ment, sponsors both the Fall and Spring athletic ban
quets, sent numerous students to basketball camps 
and also to cheerleader camps. The club was instru
mental in naming the gymnasium Carroll Memorial 
Gymnasium in memory of Carroll graduates who 
have been killed in the service of their country. 

The club has several money-raising projects 
throughout the year in order to be of as much service 
to the athletic program in the various schools as 
possible. 

4X4 CLUB 
Lela DeVinney organized the Four x Four Club in 

1939, with enough members to make three tables of 
euchre. Those members were Lucy Krauss, Bethel 
Weaver, Bertha Payne, Ruth Yerkes, Esther Hinton, 
Mary Sylvester, Vada Smith, Hazel Barnard, Bethel 
Ratcliff, Marie Clark, Sylvia Sparks, and Lela De
Vinney. Our first meeting was held at the home of 
Marie Clark. We found our name of 4x4, but because 
of it we decided to name four new members. They 
were : May Myers, Ruth Creasy, Naomi Flora and 
Mrs. Irvin Middleton. 

WEDNESDAY P M CLUB 
On June 21, 1921 a group of women met at the 

home of Mrs. Mary Hughes at the suggestion of Mrs. 
Maybelle Yundt, for the purpose of organizing a club. 
The charter members were Grace Barnes, Mildred 
Brim, Bernice Brown, Lena Burns, Mary Hughes, 
Vada Roskuski, Bethel Weaver, Agatha Wheeler, 
Maybelle Yundt, Annis Ayres and Ruth Yerkes. An
nis Ayres is the only one retaining a continuous 
membership. The club was named the Wednesday 
P M Club. The club now has a membership of twenty 
active and one inactive member. 

RED CROSS 
On June 10, 1937, the Flora Community Club met 

with members of the Carroll County Red Cross and 
a field representative of the National Red Cross and 
formed what is now known as the Flora Branch of 
Carroll County Red Cross. Officers elected at that 
time were Mrs. Marie Burns, Mrs. George Baum, Mrs. 
Nellie Hawkins and Mrs. Nettie Bailey. 

The Branch has worked with many servicemen 
helping them with their problems. They have also 
sponsored the "ditty bag program," sending around 
seven hundred bags to servicemen in Vietnam at 
Christmas time. 



Flora, Indiana before 1900. Looking North from Jake 
Smith picture ga llery. 

Flora, Indiana before 1900. Corner Bui lding, now 
Bright National Bank. 

East Columbia St. looking West, brick house formerly 
owned by David Flora, now by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Murray. Taken prior to 1900, Flora, Indiana. 

Flora, Indiana before 1900, E. Columbia St. looking 
West. Cross marks Old Order Dunkard Church. 

/lf{ 



Roy Lanes Restaurant in Bringhurst 

Dr. Campbell, DVM- wrecks his Model 'T' 

LEFT: 
Catherine Riggle after her mar
riage to Oscar Rohrabaugh, 
December 24, 1918. 

RIGHT: 
Ida Replogle, Emma Booth, 
Dav id Ezra Allbaugh, Sallie 
Allbaugh. 

Dr. Campbell, DVM 



LONG TO BE REMEMBERED! 

\'-~H~, _..__ 
SECTIONAL, REGIONAL, SEMI-FI NAL CHAMPS OF 1945-46 

Top L to R: Dave Mills, Dick Hanaway, Bill McPherson, Coach 'Sweet' Reid, Principal Dick Ca l lane, Treser Award 
Winner Bob Cripe, D ick Nevin. Bottom L to R: Fred Oy ler, Bob Allbaugh, Dick Oyler, Bob Spitler, Burtis Brook
shire. 

FLORA JUNIOR-HIGH TEAM 
First Row: Don Good, Lewis Niewerth, Dick Jordan. Second Row: Don Ray, Wi llis Unrow, Coach Ralph Pearson, 
Dick Calland, Roy Unrow. Third Row: Ca lend Parks, Mills McKinley, Von Burton, Dean Colvin. 
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FLORA - BRINGHURST UNIONS- 1908 
On Ground: Eike Eikenberry, Mgr., Fred Wheeler, Mascot. 2nd 
Row: Bert Maynill , ---Clark, L. Moss, C. Bell, W. Honicker, 0. 
Barnard, F. Honicker. 3rd Row: E. Ayres, J. Retherford, E. Snell, 
---Clark, T . Downey, F. Musselman. 

MR . AND MRS. STEVE LONG 
operated restaurant at corner 
Center and W. Main Streets 

A. L. MOSS 
Flora Graduate, 1902 

LUEMA FLORA 
L to R: Sa lesman, Frank Brower, Joe Northcutt, Joe 
Bricker, Wiley Cassell, Riv Booth. 



G. V . Brown and Harry Spiter at Adams Mill Bridge 

1920 Flora High School Graduates 



L to R: Sam Mussleman, John Hawk ins, John Briggs. Standing: Orman Barber, Chas. Steckel, Harry Jackson, Luman 
Hawkins, Joe Steckel, Willis Jackson. Ford Garage at back of present Flora Ch rysler-Plymouth Build ing. 

Charl ie Hinkle with a modern power mower 

Mark Carter w ith h is first ambulance in Cutler 
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ORDER OF RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 

On April 21, 1951, Flora Assembly, Nq., 79, spon
sored by the local Eastern Star and Masonic Lodge 
was instituted by Mrs. Hazel Thompson Coats, Su
preme Inspector in Indiana. Rainbow is an interna
tional organization composed of teenage girls of ages 
twelve to twenty. Twenty-nine girls were initiated on 
this Saturday afternoon by the Delphi Assembly No. 
17 and, at 7:30 p.m. the new officers of Flora Assem
bly were installed and received Letters Temporary. 

The first Worthy Advisor was Miss Margie Mc
Laughlin, Mrs. Mary Giltner was Mother Advisor and 
the first advisor board was: Mr. Robert A. Jones, 
Chairman, Mrs. Helen Pearson, Mrs. Helen Watson, 
Mrs. Mary Ann Wagaman, Mrs. Lucille Brown, Mrs. 
Myrtle Wingard, Mrs. Frieda Eller, Mrs. Mary Giltner, 
Mr. Wayne Crooks, Mr. Marion Cook. The Charter 
was granted to Flora Assembly on October 25, 1951. 

There have been five mother advisors the past 
twenty years to help guide the girls: Mrs. Giltner, 
Mrs. Radiance Allen Kuiper, Mrs. Jeanne Jones, Mrs. 
Margaret Tinsman, and Mrs. Evelyn Wingard. Mrs. 
Giltner, Mrs. Jones , and Mrs. Tinsman have served 
as Grand Mother Advisors at Grand Assembly. 

Each year a Grand Assembly is held and the 136 
Assemblies in the State gather for a three day meet
ing and watch the Grand Officers portray the Rain
bow work. Flora Assembly always has a good repre
sentation at Grand Assembly and receives many 
honors. Their Flag has won first as have their Scrap
book and Fans. They participated in Music Division 
No. 2 Choir, which has been first or second place 
winner the past ten years. Each Assembly is eligible 
for a Grand Officer every five years and Flora As
sembly has had five who have served at the Grand 
Assembly. Anita Douglas Clegg, Grand Indiana Flag 
Bearer; Mrs. Becky Smith Eikenberry, Grand Re
ligion; Mrs. Jerilyn Jones Kennedy, Grand Drill 
Leader and Grand Charity (elected) Mrs. Donna 
Tinsman Douglas, Grand Fidelity; and Mrs. Cheryl 
Mill er Young, Grand Musician. There have been girls 
appointed as Grand Representatives and Grand Am
bassadors from this Assembly who have served and 
represented their Assembly well. The adult State 
helpers from Flora are Mrs. Jeanne Jones and Mr. 
Robert A. Jones, Grand Deputy and Grand Lecturer, 
Mrs. Margaret Tinsman and Mr. Don Tinsman, Grand 
Chairmen all of District 22. 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
The Auxiliary was organized in 1920. The original 

charter was misplaced and never found with eleven 
charter members. The club was reorganized in 1928 
with eight charter members still holding membership. 
We sponsor a girl as delegate and an alternate to 
Girls ' State at Indiana University. We decorate the 
graves of our deceased members each Decoration 
Day. We also remember Legion members at Christmas 
time who are shut-ins, and sell poppies on Poppy Day 
to help the veterans in hospitals. 

BID 'N BYE CLUB 

In August of 1937, twelve young married ladies in 
Flora organized an afternoon auction bridge club 
which they named the Bid 'n Bye Club. Of the origi
nal twelve, only three remain active members. How
ever, nine of the present members have belonged to 
the club for at least thirty years. Two long-standing 
members are deceased, Maxine Shambaugh and Jewel 
Thompson. 

The meetings continued in the afternoon for a few 
years , then it was decided to make it a dinner-bridge 
club meeting the second Thursday night of each 
month. Each year in August a Founders' Day Party 
is observed. The club now plays contract instead of 
auction bridge. Present membership includes Martha 
Hawkins*, Helen Clawson*, Thelma Dickerson*, Mar
tha Hoffman, Naomi Butcher, Mary Catherine Carter, 
Jeanne Jones, LaGreta Rardon, Georganna Julius, Mil
dred Pressler, Bonnie Stephan, Delene Haines, and 
Shirley Prafka. 
*Charter Members 

MAPLE LAWN CEMETERY 
The Maple Lawn Cemetery was s tarted by A. J. 

Cook and W . E. Callane who purchased eight acres 
from Samuel Spitler on August 23, 1894. They cut 
and graded the drives and had it plotted into seven 
hundred and forty-two lots, On January 1, 1895 it 
was sold to a stock company composed of Dr. A. J. 
Cook, W . E. Callane, Richard Callane, T. J. Ryan, 
Dr. F. P. Lyons, John Crecraft, Charles E. Nobes, 
John Mummert, Phillip Voorhees, Richard Voorhees, 
Virgil Myers and the firm of Clingenpeel and Krauss. 

MONROE TOWNSHIP HOME ECONOMICS CLUB 
This club was organized in 1925. The first officers 

were Mrs. George Thomas, Mrs. Dave Jenkins and 
Mrs. Fred Voorhees. There were twenty members 
belonging to the club at its beginning: Mesdames 
George Thomas, Fred Voorhees, Lawrence Whistler, 
Harry Quinn, J. W . Eikenberry, Dora Wingard, Har
vey Thomas, John Unger, Rufus Flora, Raymond Dill
man, Will Angle, Dave Jenkins, Roy Eller, Dave Oaks, 
Charley Jackson, Luther Rude, Tiffin Wilson, Luther 
Ross, Robert Wertz and Miss Eva Sheets. 

RIGGLE'S ADDITION 
Riggle's Addition to the town of Flora was plotted 

in 1895 by Andrew Jackson Riggle. Jackson Street 
was named after him, Adams Street was named after 
his wife's grandfather. Catherine Street was named 
aft er his daughter. Mr. Riggle built the house on 
East Columbia, now occupied by Mr. Orville Howard. 
Mrs. Riggle was a seamstress and made many dresses 
and suits for the Old Order people while Mr. Riggle 
operated a large barn which stood where Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Humes now live. He had several stallions 
for breeding purposes and also owned a race horse 
which won several races on various race tracks in 
the area. He also owned the corner restaurant which 
he later sold to Mr. Steve Long. 



FIRST LAND ENTRIES 

TOWNSHIP 24 

RANGE 1, WEST 

Carroll became a county January 7, 1828. Carroll 
was named for John Carroll, the last surviving signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. 

Monroe was a parl of Jackson Township until1840 
when Jackson was divided and the south part became 
Monroe. 
, The early setllers es tablished their rights to the 
land by squallers claim. When the surveyors work 
was finished, they were ready for land entries. John 
Flora, Sr., possessed a surveyor's chain and enough 
equipment, so that he could help the settlers mark 
off their land. John Flora's cabin was erected in 1827. 
There were at the lime no cabins between John 
Flora's cabin and the White River. John was a squat
ter on his land two years before entry. 

Many men of John Flora's time had some knowl
edge of surveying. 

After official surveyors had finished their work, 
Lhis is how listing the land entries of sections three 
and fom, nine and ten were. Where these sections 
join at the corners, Flora was built many years later. 

Section Three, Township 24, Range W. 
Jacob Harter, Sr. entered October 21, 1828- 160 

acres. 
Samuel Wise entered May 3, 1828- 80 acres. 
This land was purchased by John Flora, Sr. on May 

19, 1830. Samuel settled where Camden now stands. 
There, Samuel Wise helped establish lhe first German 
Baptist Church in 1827. 

John Flora entered October 9, 1829- 80 acres. 
Joseph Ridenour entered May 18, 1831- 80 acres. 
Lewis lloff entered August 5, 1831-80 acres. 
John Ridenour entered May 13, 1833- 160 acres. 

Section 10, Township 24, Range W. 
John Flora entered August 16, 1836- 80 acres. 
John Flora entered September 27, 1832- 40 acres. 

Totaling 280 acres owned by John Flora. 
Jacob Zook entered April 18, 1829- 80 acres. 
Abraham Myers entered November 18, 1831-80 

acres. 
Nathan Aldrich entered May 21 , 1829- 80 acres. 
William Aldrich entered May 21, 1830- 80 acres. 
Benjamin Eikenberry entered October 24, 1836-

160 acres. /\ very prosperous family. 
Samuel Myer entered January 29, 1836-40 acres. 

Section 4 
William Odel entered January 11, 1829- 80 acres. 
John Blatz entered September 14, 1832- 80 acres. 
David Robertson entered November 9, 1833- 80 

acres. 
James Wilson entered May 16, 1836- 40 acres . 
James Wilson entered June 11, 1835-40 acres. 
James Wilson entered June 16, 1833- 80 acres. 

Making James Wilson 160 acres. 
Joseph Buckner entered September 30, 1828- 80 

acres. 
Joseph Buckner entered November 14, 1827- 160 

acres. Making Mr. Buckner 240 acres. 
John Flora and the Harter men helped raise the log 

cabin while the women and children cooked and 
visited at the Flora home. This cabin was raised in 
1829. Now John and Sarah had neighbors. Some of 
the later cabins were raised in one day. The Buckners 
were very thrifty. 

Section 9 
William Odell entered November 6, 1832-40 acres. 
Jacob Zook entered March 12, 1836-40 acres. 
William Reace entered July 22, 1836-80 acres. 
John Parker entered October 26, 1835- 80 acres. 
George Haas entered September 29, 1836-40 acres. 
George Haas entered September 29, 1836- 80 acres. 
Samuel Ross entered January 5, 1836- 40 acres. 
Samuel Ross entered November 18, 1832- 80 acres. 
Thomas Ross entered November 3, 1829- 80 acres. 
Now the four sections- 3, 4, 9, and 10 were settled, 

in 1836. There were cabins on all this land. 
The first settlers coming to these sections were 

mostly German Baptist. They stopped at the John 
Flora's cabin. The women and children stayed a few 
days until their cabins were ready. They stayed with 
Sarah and her children in the cabin by her fountain 
and the little stream, a branch of Bachelor Run, 
named for the Bachelor Harter Brothers that hunted 
and trapped up and down the stream. 

These are the land entries in sections three and 
four, nine and ten where Flora was built. 

Section 10: Nathian Aldrich entered May 2, 1829. 
Section 10: William Aldrich entered April17, 1829. 
Section 10: William Aldrich entered May 21, 1830. 
This quarter section except one-half acre for school 

house was sold to Peter Harter June 20, 1839. Sold 
by Pet er Harter, heirs to Soloman Young and wife 
Sarah Brubaker Young, January 3, 1854. 

The abstract shows the school house land, one
half acre, was sold to Soloman Young May 30, 1859. 
This one-half acre was across the road west of Pikes 
Peak. This verifies the story of the first school in this 
community. Soloman's daughter, Anna Alice, married 
John H. Flora, Jr. , father of Josiah. George Cline and 
three sons came in 1830, entered 160 acres in Jackson 
Township 25, section 12, range 1. They also entered 
other lands in Carrollton Township. These entries 
were on Carrollton and Jackson Township lines. 

Amos Ball entered in Section 18- 0ctober 23, 1829. 
One-half acre was donated by Mr. Ball for school 
house land. Also he entered in Section 18, August 
22, 1831. 

Henry Eikenberry entered land in Section 12, Oc
tober 20, 1832, also entered in Section 13 land June 
4, 1834. Also entered June 22 , 1833, Section 24, June 
22, 1833, also Section 24, June 4, 1833. Josiah doesn't 
say amount of land entered. This Henry Eikenberry 
was considered a wealthy man. Josiah, with some of 
his friends, went to work for Henry and were paid 
with a gold piece each, from a sack full of gold pieces. 
Later, when Josiah needed money to buy a wedding 
ring, again, he went to Henry and dug a ditch, again 
he received a gold piece, and bought the ring. 



SOCIAL LIFE OF THE PIONEERS 
The Flora Pioneers had a very rich social life 'Nhich 

generally centered around their churches. Members 
of the German Baptist and Methodist Churches were 
forbidden to dance. " Singin's" however, . . were very 
popular. These were held in homes and attended 
mostly by young people. 

Johri Kingery was a singing t eacher. His voice was 
beautiful, but, sorry to say, he couldn't keep his foot 
from tapping time to the music. He was often ad
monished by the brethren to keep his foot firmly on 
the floor while leading songs. He led singing at the 
German Baptist for many years and was always in, 
vited to the "singin's." 

Descendants of John Kingery are Fannie Johnson 
and Mrs. Hoy Musselman (June Kingery). 

Feats of strength were popular among the pioneers. 
The strongest man in the community was John Re
plogle . He excelled in splitting shingles. John never 
missed a barn raising. A barn raising was an event 
for a picnic . People came from miles around to help 
their neighbors raise the barn frame. 

John Replogle was one of the few pioneers that 
could lift a barrel of salt (240 lbs.) or a barrel of hard 
cider. One time he lifted the front end of a horse 
drawn steam engine off the ground. 

Quilting bees were popular. The perspective 
bride would need as many beautiful quilts and com
forters as her mother and friends could make. The 
prospect of escorting the young ladies home brought 
the young men to the bees. They had their party in 
the summer house or kitchen until the quilting was 
done and they could escort the ladies to their homes. 

Taffy pulls were also popular social gatherings. 
John E. Flora (called Preacher John to distinguish 
him from other John Flora's) made sorghum molasses. 
His large family made the work lighter by inviting 
friends to help. Among his many descendants are 
Norman Flora, Mrs. Orpha Brower and Mrs. Irvin 
Angle. 

John Replogle had a large apple orchard and the 
largest copper kettle in the area. In the autumn John 
invited the young people to apple butter "stirrin's." 
Apples were made into cider in his wine press. The 
women peeled apples for thickening the cider and 
the cider apples and sugar was stirred until ready 
to store in stone jars for winter use. Apple "parrin's" 
were also occasions for parties as the women would 
throw the apple peeling over their shoulders, the 
initial the peel formed would be the first initial in 
their boyfriend's name. There was no canning at that 
early date. Fruit was dried in the sun and stored for 
winter use . When John Replogle built the fine brick 
house where Addie Mitchell now lives it was a com
munity affair. Neighbors and friends had a chance to 
repay the many times they had been helped by John. 
The house was completed and a round bed of red 
tulips planted in front. Descendants of John Replogle 
are Ethel Deker and Dr. George Wagoner. 

Weddings were two day affairs. The wedding was 
held at the bride's home, then the infair at the 
groom's home. Henry Eikenberry had five daughters 
who were married in this manner. They were a happy 

family. Josiah and Anna Flora were neighbors of 
these prosperous Eikenberrys and Josiah often told 
of the tables groaning under their loads of pies and 
cakes and every variety of food that was spread out 
for the many guests at an Eikenberry wedding. Nettie 
Eikenberry married George Allbaugh of Whom John 
G. Allbaugh is a descendant. Ann Eikenberry mar
ried Orian Wagoner, a descendant is Rayomnd 
Wagoner of Flora. Rose Eikenberry married Jake 
Kingery, descendants are Mrs. Hoy Mussleman and 
Carl Kingery. 

Henry Eikenberry, a wonderful man, was known 
for his scrupulous honesty. He borrowed three hun
dred dollars one time from a friend, but worried 
through the night and returned the money the next 
day. 

Usery or interest was unknown at that time. Josiah 
Flora was almost 40 years old before he paid interest 
when borrowing money. 

DR. ELMER OTTO WOOLEY 
"I was always able to set a task for myself and 

to make myself do it. " These were the words of Dr. 
Elmer Otto Wooley, 1883-1964, who was born and 
reared in Flora and later became an esteemed pro
fessor at Indiana University. 

He was the son of Cary Allen Wooley and Sarah 
Louisa Laws Wooley. His father was a watch repair
man, gunsmith and jeweler in Flora. He had two 
sisters. The Wooley family home was on North Cen
ter Street. 

His mother was the last person buried in the Old 
Flora Cemetery. The family plot marks Dr. Wooley's 
father, mother, older sister and another relative 
thought to be his grandmother. He and his younger 
sister are buried at Bloomington. 

Dr. Wooley was graduated from Flora High School 
in 1900. He earned his AB degree from Indiana Uni
versity in 1907 and wal:l named to Phi Beta Kappa, 
earned his master's degree from Harvard U. in 1913, 
his PhD from I. U. in 1915, and s tudied for a year 
at the University of Leipzig, Germany. His major 
field was German. 

Dr. Wooley began his teaching career in the high 
schools. During a period after World War I, when 
the German language was banned in the schools, he 
taught French. He served 38 years on the I. U. faculty, 
beginning in 1916 as a critic in German and French 
and then working himself up from an instructor in 
German in 1922 to a full professor in 1953. He also 
taught at Denison University and the University of 
Alberta, Canada. 

Publications by Dr. Wooley include "Studies in 
Theodore Storm" (a German writer) published in 
1943 and numerous textbooks in German. 

Upon his retirement in 1954, the I. U. Foundation 
and friends and colleagues of Dr. Wooley established 
a scholarship fund in his honor t o show appreciation 
for his dedicated work. 

Dr. Wooley also was interested in music and sang 
in church choirs for more than 50 years and was a 
choir director for more than 20 years. He aided and 
encouraged many young people in the study of music. 
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HARTERSVILLE 
David Harter and family, ~ife and seven sons; 

(don't know if there were daughters) settled on a 
branch of the Wabash called Bachelor Run. After the 
surveyors made it possible to ente.F .land, David Har
ter entered as follows. 

Eighty acres December 17, 1822 described as W. 
one-half N W one-fourth Section 22, Township 25 
North Range 1 West. 

November 14, 1827 he entered 160 acres S W one
fourth Section 33, Township 25 North Range 1 West. 
,f-Ie also entered 80 acres E-N E Section 32, Town
ship 25 North Range West. 

August 13, 1829 David Harter entered 80 acres E 
one-half N E one-fourth Section 32, Township 25 
North Range West. 

May 14, 1832 he entered 80 acres E one-fourth of 
the one-half N W one-fourth Section 33, Township 
25 North Range Wes t. 

David Harter had, as you can see by the above, 
entered 320 acres of land before Carroll County be
came a county on January 7, 1827. He later entered 
160 acres; the Harter clan entered around 1,800 acres. 

David Harter built a grist mill. This was a very 
complicated business. There were no stone cutters or 
iron workers in Carroll County that could do true 
enough work, so the mill wheels and iron work had 
to come from Crawfordsville. The trip to Crawford~
ville took around nine days. 

When the mill frame work was ready and the 
stones placed every available man from miles around 
came to help. The men that came numbered seven
teen. They came mostly driving ox teams and bring
ing their women and children. Some camped here for 
several days visiting and helping with the mill; thi s 
was a very important time in the lives of the pioneers . 

In 1829 David Harter went back to his old home 
in Hamilton County, Ohio and brought back his 
blacksmithing tools; he then made chisels for the 
se ttlers. 

The following winter the Harter's made the first 
chairs and s tocked the first gun. The settlers came to 
the Harter store to gossip and trade and pick up the 
liLtle mail that came up from Delphi. 

The Harters were fur traders, buying up the fur 
the farmers and trappers brought in. Making trips 
down the Wabash to the river barge where the fur 
was sold to the fur dealers . 

The Harters made trips to Michigan City for salt. 
They would haul a load of surplus wheat to Michigan 
City or Chicago where they would get fifty to fifty
five cents per bushel for the wheat. They then bought 
staple groceries and all the salt the wagon and ox 
team could haul and bring it back to stock the Har
tersville store. Salt was a very profitable item. 

The settlers all needed salt and it could be bought 
for a dollar and a half a barrel and sold for five or 
six dollars a barrel. 

Andrew and Lewis Harter were the Counties first 
freighters spending most of their time on the road, 
first with ox teams and later with horses. The oxen 
were stronger, but the horses were faster. They used 
the only river crossing which was at Leiter's Ford. 

The settlers of Hartersville erected a school. (It 
was on the grounds of this school yard that Emir 
Green was hung many years later.) The Harter's 
church was the German Baptist Lower Deer Creek 
organization until 1834, when the Bachelor Run 
Baptist Church was organized. 

After John and Sarah Flora's cabin was finished, 
John helped thresh the first crop of wheat raised at 
Hartersville. Andrew Harter, a son of David's, had 
cleared one-half acre of ground and planted the 
wheat in 1826. They had a good crop which they 
cut with a cradle and stacked to cure. 

There was no barn with a floor on which to flail 
it out as they did back east, so after much debate as 
to ways and means of threshing the wheat they de
cided to carry water from Bachelor Run and pour it 
on the frozen ground. After it had frozen, more water 
was carried and poured on and frozen and so on 
until a level sheet of ice formed. Thus a threshing 
floor was made of ice. 

The wheat was then gathered up and divided. The 
Harters kept enough to plant ten acres. John swapped 
for a little seed, as he expected to plant some wheat 
the next year. Moses Alldrich did the same. Moses 
had settled at the mouth of Bachelor Run. 

David Harter had a trading center store where the 
settlers gathered to gossip, get a few groceries, trade 
their furs, etc. 

Apple Jack and fine wines were made at Barters
ville until an edict of the church forbid liquors of 
all kinds. 

Runners came with word of an Indian uprising and 
the settlers hurriedly brought their women and chil
dren to the Beckner cabin on the hill northeast of 
Hartersville. The men then returned to protect their 
cabins . The rumor proved false and the happy fam
ilies went home. 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

ss HYBRIDS .. IN C. 
CAMDEN, INDIANA 

Phone 219--686-2743 



28 members in 1910-11 Fourth Grade Flora schools taught by Ruby Shaner (Oaks) . First Row (L to R) : 1-Paul 
Sparks, 2-Frank Roskuski, 3-Gien Wagoner, 4- --, 5-Paul Wise, 6-Raymond Harter, 7-Lee Ulrey, 8-Ruskin Carter, 
9-Chas Sebrary, 10-Bruce Yundt. Second Row (L toR): 11 -Lennie Hughes, 12-Veral Ward, 13-Mae T ider ick, 14-
Hazel Cox, 15-Stella Waugh, 16-Katherine Riggl e, 17-Bess Roush, 18-Giadie Felix, 19-Hazel Siple, 20-Aiice Ken
drick, 21 -Susie Jordon, 22-Bessie Linton, 23-Hilda Derinney. Back Row (L toR): 24- --, 25-Leo Minnix, 26-0tis 
Allabaugh , 27-Bert Brown, 28-Faye Edmondson. Standing behind class with roses on hat, teacher Ruby Shaner (Oaks). 

1914- 1915 - 8th Grade Flora School taught by Dr. John Flora. 27 in class. First Row sitt ing (L toR) : 1-Agnes Prit
chard, 2-Ruth Moudy, 3-Susie Flora, 4-Bertha Wiles, 5-Ancil Walker, 6-Earl Knettle, 7-Helen Eikenberry, 8-Frank 
Briggs. Second Row (L to R) : 9-Marie Noakes, 10-Giadie Felix, 11 -Eiva Yeater, 12-Esther Person, 13-Katherine 
Riggle, 14-EdnaWalker, 15-Bessie Linton, 16-Ted Stanton. Third or Back Row (L toR): 17-Doris Kirkman, 18-Fern 
Minnix, 19-Frances Dunkin, 20-Wayne Daggy, 21 -Ruth Carter, 22-0rpha Flora, 23-Teacher John Flora, 24-Ralph 
Overhalser, 25-Mae Myer, 26-Sylvia Cook, 27-Dorcas Mills, 28-Esther Cunningham. 



Both groups above and below are Ladies of The Christian Church. The one above taken about 1910, the one below, 
about 1916. 



Mr. Bright, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Meyer 

Its' always been a Restaurant on the Corner. 
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Dora Myer 

Flora Carnival ... 1911 

Moses Harter 
Carroll County Threshing . . . 1912 First Postmaster of Flora 



Sitting: Mesdames Horatia Reprog le, Abe Eikenberry, Kate Studebaker, Sam High, John Colla ine, Standing: Mrs. 
John Cripe, Mrs. John Hughes, Leslie Hausenf luck, Mrs. Wm. Eikenberry , Mrs. John Trent . 

Ed Voorhees Thrash ing Machine on Chas. Black Farm. 



Building burnt in 1895, except small one- White house is where Bank is today. 

Smith Construction Co. Loads Gravel at the now Brims Pit. 



Leopold Eckerle, John Mummert, Bill Eckerle, Marshall DeMoss, Lov Flora, Levi Flora. 

Dressing Chickens ... First Produce Building 
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Ira Owens, John Baker, Elmer Siple Frank Roskuski 

Russ Siple Cement Block Factory 

Basi l Ayres on the job Being held is Mark McCracken 



Starting at downspout: Bert Jones, Noah Myer, Ross Long, Locke Cook, Knode Flora, Guy Dick, Harry Krauss, 
Earl Myer, Elsie Kelly, Earl Brown, Eikenberry, Blanche Flora, Ethel Eikenberry, Bethel Myer, Orpha Maxwell, 
Maude Shirar, Pearl Dillman, Mabel Bridge, Ada Hunt, Te~cher Eva Drake substitute for Maude Sieber, Oct . 8, 
1898; Elsie Kellys sister, Goldie Keener, Edith Moss, Woods, Grace Gilliam, Tom Salisbury, Bertha Hanna, Blaine 
Tribbet, Ethel Payne, Sherman. Bottom row: left: Ashwell Lynn Moss, Ora McMahan, Jeppa Smith, Clarence Youndt, 
Jim Keyes, Bill Flora, Chalmer Crecraft, Ernest Crecraft, James Colburn, Earl Fisher. 

On steps of Presbyterian Church, 1Oth Anniversary 
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, in Flora 'Downtown 

Otto Ponelis Bill Nokes, 



Rainbow Restaurant in Flora 

Frank Briggs and Vera! Sparks 

Bob Jordan and Vera I Sparks 
Standard Oil Station- 1926 
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Bringhurst looking North 

Sitting: Frank Parks, Jim Stranahan, Wesley Ginn, John Oliver, Lew Shaffer; Right, load of logs, Bill Helvie, Frank 
Parks Father and Son Bill. 



REMEMBER WHEN? · EXCERPTs· TAKEN FROM THE FILES OF THE HOOSIER DEMOCRAT, 
. FROM THE YEARS 1897-1898 . .. COMPILED BY HOWARD PARKS 

September 18, 1897 ... School opened with enroll-
ment of 285 ... gravel is now being· put on South 
Center Street ... Vandalia RR time card shows two 
trains each way daily ... wheat 86 cts, corn 24 cts, 
oats 15 cts, hogs 3.75 cwt ... heating stoves $7.00 
and up ... beer $4.00 barrel. 

November 13, 1897 ... A bell costing about $150.00 
hasjust been installed on the new Methodist Church 
... a trial rural free delivery service has begun in 
Delaware County . . . Guthridge and Hawkins store: 
bacon 8-1/3 cts lb , fresh county lard 8 cts lb, women's 
rubbers 25 cts, men 's dress shoes $1.00, women's 
heavy shoes $1.00. 

November 20, 1897 ... Supt G. B. Asbury of the Flora 
School says there will be at least 7-1/2 months school 
next year . . . the present enrollment of the State 
University at Bloomington is 603 ... Chicago passed 
an ordinance prohibiting football within the city 
limits. 

November 27, 1897 .. . "Currency reform" is one of 
the principal issues before the 55th Congress. 

December 11, 1897 . . . The new M. E. Church has 
installed a furnace in the basement . . . Myer and 
Eaton store: men's heavy overcoats $6.50 to $15.00. 

January 8, 1898 . .. One of the principal issues in 
the politics of the day: economy in government. 

January 29, 1898 ... The Bringhurst band has been 
reorganized . . . 120 acre farm for sale: $40.00 an acre. 
40 acre farm with 3 room house- 7 miles from Flora 
- $35.00 an acre. 

February 5, 1898 . . . The delegates from Carroll 
County to the Republican Convention were compelled 
to walk from Westfield to Noblesville on account of 
a strike on the Midland RR. 

February 26, 1898 ... "Dogs of War Growl"-con
flict with Spain impending ... Myer & Eaton store: 
men's jean pants 59 cts, 75 cts and 98 cts; all wool 
pants $1.50 to $2.98 ... farms offered at $35.00 to 
$40.00 an acre. 

March 5, 1898 . .. The telephone company now has 
a line to Burlington .. . service is to be offered to 
farmers. 

March 12, 1898 ... Second annual commencement 
of Flora High School was held at the Opera House 
... graduates were: Maud Duncan, Martha Wirt, 
Chas. Brown, Leroy Myer, George Bell and Tony 
Beckner. 

April16, 1898 ... Big fire in Burlington . . . destruc
tion of town feared but disas ter was averted . . . 
seven covered wagons drove into Flora Sunday bound 
for Kentucky. 

March 23, 1898 ... Politics of the day: continued agi
tation for an income tax ... Myer and Eaton: men's 
straw hats 5 cts to $1.00. 

March 19, 1898 . . . 17 million wage earners in this 
country, 7 million-44%-are farming. 

March 26, 1898 ... The ciphering match at the Cun
ningham school house was won by Jesse Miller, Ed 
Wagoner and Emerson Wagoner. 

April 30, 1898 ... First shots fired in war with Spain 
... price of mules much higher on account of war ... 
wheat $1.05, corn 29 cts, oats 25 cts, hogs $3.55 cwt. 

May 7, 1898 ... Wheat reaches $1.50 bu . . . toll 
gates on Michigan Road are causing lots of trouble 
as people object to paying as the franchise has 
expired. 

May 14, 1898 ... Residents in the east part of town 
are complaining that cows are allowed to roam un
attended although there is an ordinance prohibiting 
this ... bread price has been increased in the local 
bakery from 5 cts a loaf to 7 cts a loaf. 

May 21, 1898 . . . Bringhurst Telephone Company 
now has a line to Frankfort. 

June 25, 1898 ... Concrete sidewalks are being put 
in ... the First Baptist Church of Muncie has adopted 
a resolution requesting the ladies to remove their 
hats during services. The M. E. Church did likewise 
some time ago. 

July 23, 1898 ... A petition was ci.J:culated this week 
which will be presented to the Town Board asking 
that hitch racks be placed on Center Street through 
the business part of town. 

August 20, 1898 ... Free rural mail delivery is to be 
tried in Carroll County ... the war with Spain has 
ended . . . Spain has~ accepted our terms for peace. 

August 27, 1898 ... For the firs t time in the history 
of our town the ladies removed their hats and bon
nets at the services at the Christian Church Sunday 
night ... at the beginning of the service the pastor 
asked that the ladies do this and without any hesi
tancy the ladies did so ... there is no reason why this 
habit should not be carried into churches and public 
gatherings everywhere . .. the way hats are trimmed 
nowadays there is no chance of seeing around or 
over them. 

September 16, 1899 . .. Raids on chicken roosts west 
of Bringhurst are becoming quite frequent ... school 
began Monday with an enrollment of 301 students 
with 28 students in the high school ... a Winamac 
detective was here Friday night looking for a gang 
of horse thieves ... he got about 91/2 miles too far 
southeast ... bicycle races at the fair this fall so 
grease up your wheels . . . purse $20.00. 

September 10, 1898 ... It has been 100 years since 
the first Baptist Church was organized in Indiana 
and the occasion was celebrated by the many 
churches last Sunday. 
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REMEMBER WHEN? EXCERPTS TAKEN FROM THE FILES OF THE HOOSIER DEMOCRAT, 
FROM THE YEARS 1898-1901 . . _ COMPILED BY HOWARD PARKS 

October 8, 1898 . .. The curfew bell should be rung 
an hour earlier during the winter 'months ... eight 
o'clock is too late for boys and girls to be playing in 

. the streets now ... they would be better off at home 
. . . Jesse Bright, cashier of the Bright Bank, has 
ordered a 44 calibre Winchester and bank robbers 
had best take warning from this notice. 

• October 10, 1898 ... Lenon's Bank was robbed ... 
safe was blown and $13,000.00 stolen ... Mr. Lenon 
was shot with the bank's shotgun but not seriously 
wounded ... the robbers escaped on a handcar on 
the railroad ... Mr. Lenon says depositors will suffer 
no loss bu t a little time will be needed as much of 
his capital is in notes and mortgages. 

November 1 9, 1898 .. . The Michigan Road was laid 
through Carroll County 70 years ago . . . it was a 
plank road .. . wheat 64 cts, corn 25 cts, oats 17 cts, 
hogs $3.00 cwt. 

September 23, 1899 ... Clinton has an anti-swearing 
society .. . this is something that is urgently needed 
here. 

October 7, 1899 . . . Town Board se ts lhe tax levy 
at $1.00 per $100.00 for 1900. 

Ociober 28, 1899 ... The hack plying between Bur
lington and Logansport met with a mishap last Mon
day at Little Rock Creek in which several people 
had a narrow escape for their lives . . . the hack was 
going along with the team at a brisk trot when a 
bur r came off the wheel and the wheel came off 
which caused the big wagon to topple over into the 
ditch. No serious in juries resulted. 

November 4, 1899 . .. Farmers in Cass County are 
offering $1.50 a day for corn huskers ... at Peru. 
horseshoers are uniting in an increase in prices . .. 
Guthridge & Callane store: black worsted suits $3.00 
to $8.00; Bre thren 's suits $10.80; Bre thren 's hats $1.00. 

November 18, 1899 ... The M. E. ladies will serve 
the annual Thanksgiving dinner in the lecture room 
of the church ... a full dinner for 20 cents. 

December 2, 1899 ... Horner's Dept. store: ladies' 
jackets $5.00 to $7.50; ladies' capes $2.00 and up. 

December 9, 1899 ... The Indianapolis News is the 
first Indiana publication to deliver papers to its sub
scribers with an automobile ... The experiment was 
made Friday and was satisfactory. 

March 31, 1900 ... About 60 people left Flora by 
train last Tuesday for North Dakota where they will 
stake claims and live. 

April 7, 1900 . .. Enemies of the toll-pike used dyna
mite to blow up the toll gate building ... a mob of 
about 300 blew up the toll bridges over Deer Creek 
and Rock Creek ... Reist & Co.: ladies' skirts $1.25 
to $2.75 . . . Flora & Knapp: wall paper sale 2 cts to 
31 cts per roll ... slightly damaged by water in fire. 

January 6, 1900 ... The Town Board met in regular 
session and Treasurer Bright reported that there 
was a balance of $3.98 in the treasury . . . J. B. Smith 
store; all wool men's suits $7.50 ... corn crop this 
year reported: Carroll County 4,359,072 bushels ... 
in the seven principal corn states of the U. S., Indi
ana leads with an average yield per acre of 37 
bushels . 

April 21, 1900 . . . This is the time of year when it 
is in order to make careful examination of alleys, 
stables, vaults and backyards in order to improve 
the sanitary conditions ... a man in the east end of 
town makes a practice of turning seven or eight head 
of horses in to the s treet every morning ... the town 
marshall should stop this practice . .. Myer & Todd: 
bedroom suites $15.00 to $40.00 ; rockers $1.00 and 
up; go-carts and baby carriages $5.00 to $25.00. 

May 12, 1900 . . . The annual town election was 
held Monday and was a very quiet affair ... the only 
con test being that for town marshall which pays a 
salary of $7.00 a month ... Wm. E. Moss was elected 
. . . as the price of hogs is still high it would be a 
good time for Indiana to dispose of some of her 
politicians ... wheat 66 cts, corn 36 cts, oats 25 cts, 
hogs $4.80 cwt. 

June 2, 1900 . .. The Vandalia RR will sell excursion 
tickets to North Manchester to the German Baptist 
Brethren conference for $1.80 for a round trip from 
Flora. 

June 9 , 1900 . . . The police board of Logansport has 
issued an order prohibiting loafing in front of busi
ness houses. 

July 7, 1900 .. -. The Noah Blickenstaff family was 
killed in a railroad crossing accident in Bringhurst 
. .. four were killed and one seriously injured when 
their carriage was struck while crossing the Vandalia 
tracks by an engine running backward from Logans
port to Cutler. 

August 11, 1900 .. . Flora has a larger representation 
on Lake Maxinkuckee than any other town in the 
state. 

August 31, 1901 . . . Delphi has purchased a new 
chemical fire engine ... it cost $350.00 ... this is 
exactly what we need in Flora ... the Town Board 
should investigate. 

September 14, 1901 ... President Wm. McKinley 
assassinated ... Theodore Roosevelt becomes Presi
dent of the U. S. 

September 28, 1901 ... W. A. Bodine & Co., Bring
hurst: large heavy blanket $1.00; 100 pieces of deco
rated dishes $6.90; men's overalls 50 cts. 

October 5, 1901 . . . High Colvin store: lamp chim
neys 5 cts, lantern globes 5 cts, wall paper 21/2 cts to 
15 cts a roll. 
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September 12, 1901 ... Flora- A Town with a Future: 
Filled with progressive pushing business men who 
are seekers after trade: Guthridge, Flora & Co., gen-
eral merchandise . . . Bank of Flora, Reuben Bright 
and Jesse Bright ... Pruitt & Pruitt- auctioneers .. . 
The Farmers Bank- J. H. Coplen, prop. . . . Myer 
& Todd- furniture and undertakers . . . Flora & 
Knapp- druggists . . . W. H. Linton & Son- musical 
instruments .. . J. R. Cramer- Druggist; Dr. Cromer 
has been continuously in business here since 1873 
... A. W. Eikenberry & Sons- buggies, wagons, farm 
machinery, harness and horse furnishings goods . . . 
Gillams Meat Market . .. Horner's Dept. Store- gen
eral merchandise and groceries . . . Hedderich Bros. 
- machine shop . .. Chas. E. Nobes- druggist .. . 
Foust & Myer-barbers . .. Joe Steckel- blacksmith 
... Dr. Will H. Porter- dentist ... W. A. Bodine & 
Co., Bringhurst- general merchandise. 

October 19, 1901 ... A number of business men and 
others who are interested in the welfare of the town 
of Flora met at Linton & Son's Music Store Tuesday 
evening and organized the Flora Commercial Club 
... the meeting was called to order by W. E. Callane 
and the following officers were elected : W. E. Cal
lane, president; M. W. Eaton, secretary; J. V. Bright, 
treasurer, and C. R. Brewer, H. H. Flora, E. L. Peter, 
R. D. Voorhees, W. H. Linton and F. C. Horner, direc
tors ... this is a good move for the town and should 
receive the encouragement and support of every citi
zen . .. The stores at Delphi commenced to close 
at 6:00 o'clock Monday ... Saturday evening they 
will all be open to business .. . this would be a good 
thing in Flora. 

November 23, 1901 ... Four business rooms on Cen
ter Street were destroyed by fire .. . the frame busi
ness buildings were occupied by Reist & Co., dry 
goods and groceries; J. E. Myers, meat market; J. M. 
Gulp, bakery; W. A. Trick, barber ... as the new 
chemical fire engine purchased a few weeks ago had 
not arrived the fire had to be fought with buckets, 
ladders, etc . . . . E. G. Kitzmiller will start immedi
ately to build a new two story brick building. 

December 7, 1901 .. . Voorhees Bros., Richard and 
Charles, have cleared the ground across Columbia 
Street from Joe Bell's blacksmith shop and will soon 
begin the erection of a large lumber shed, 80' x 150' 
. . . Richard Voorhees has sold his ground and old 
buildings to Ed Voorhees and John M. Dudley who 
will erect a saw mill, planing mill and machine shop 
.. . Chas. Cochran will be foreman. 

March 1, 1902 . . . A petition has been signed grant
ing Cutler rural free delivery by July 1. 

February 8, 1902 .. . Voorhees Bros. announ ced that 
they will erect a brick store room, 42' x 42', on Co
lumbia Street immediately east of their mammoth 
lumber shed and will put in a full line of hardware 
and stoves. 

January 11, 1902 ... The sales of butter and eggs by 
Joseph Shirar as published in the Democrat last week 
are very good and show what may be done toward 
making a living instead of loafing on the street cor
ners and talking hard times ... as for butter making, 
Mrs. D. A. Mummert is somewhat ahead having made 
1806 pounds during 1901 of which 1600 pounds were 
sold ... the price received was 15 cents per pound 
... it will be remembered that last year was a very 
poor year for pasture . .. Mrs. M. V. Richter, living 
north of town, made 991 pounds of butter during 
1901 ... this is a good record considering that Mrs. 
Richter kept but four cows .. . Shigley Bros.: men's 
hats 83 cts to $1.50; men's caps 17 cts to 53 cts; 
women 's shoes 75 cts to $1.00; men 's w ater proof 
coats $1.38 to $2.13 ... wheat 82 cts, corn 56 cts, 
oats 41 cts, hogs $5.50 cwt .. . B. F. Eisenhart, Tailor: 
men's suits $15.00 and up ... also agent for life 
insurance. 

March 15, 1902 . . . The Flora & Bringhurst Telephone 
Co. will move their exchange to the north upstairs 
room in Kitzmiller's new building about April 1 .. . 
Reist & Co. will occupy the north room in the build
ing on the main floor ... horse clipping season is 

' here .. . see Henry Pritchard. 

April 12, 1902 ... D. E. Miller, our telephone man, 
has just completed arrangemen ts with the Home 
Telephone Co. of Logansport whereby a direct line 
copper circuit will be built to that point ... it is re
ported that carpenters in Nome, Alaska are being 
paid $1.00 to $1.50 an hour. 

April 26, 1902 . . . Commencement exercises of Flora 
High School were held ... there were three gradu
ates ... they were Lnna Alice Bell, Vivien Shigley 
and Charles Layman Bell. 

June 7, 1902 ... Carroll County Threshers Associa
tion met in Flora last Tuesday to elect delegates to 
the state meeting to be held in Indianapolis this 
month ... Ed Voorhees was appointed delegate and 
Harve Bowerman alternate ... wheat 73 cts, corn 
57 cts, oats 33 cts, hogs $6.50 cwt. 

July 12, 1902 ... Camp meeting at Ross Grove, Bring
hurst, next Thursday . .. good place to hitch horses 
. .. refreshments on the grounds. 

July 19, 1902 ... Wiler & Wise, the Bee Hive store 
in Logansport: we will pay the railroad fare on pur
chases of $25.00 or more. 

July 26, 1902 ... The unbeaten Dan Patch again sur
prised the racing world Wednesday by winning the 
2:04 pace in straight heats at Cleveland, Ohio and 
clipping three quarters of a second off his record 
doing a mile in 2:033/4. 

August 2, 1902 ... Henry Pritchard is to build a new 
brick livery barn ... the building will be two story 
brick, 40' x 120', and will be on the old Cromer corner. 

I 0 s-
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August 16, 1902 . . . Carrie Nation, the hatchet 
wielder, passed through Logansport Wednesday on 
the Wabash enroute to Peru where she delivered an 
address. 

August 30, 1902 ... Uncle Tom's Cabin to be per
formed here next Monday evening by the Frank E. 
Griswold Uncle Tom's Cabin Co . ... seven acts, 28 

, scenes and 42 tableaux. 

September 9, 1902 ... Flora now has two new rural 
routes. 

October 18, 1902 ... A new county has been pro
posed with Burlington as the county seat . . . the 
plan is to take a corner off Clinton, Carroll and 
Howard Counties and have a new county of six 
lownships with the name of Forest County. 

November 15, 1902 . . . Temperance workers and 
supporters will hold a grand rally at the Flora Opera 
House tomorrow ... the churches will unite in these 
meetings . .. the purpose is to rid the town of saloons 
... Friday was the 91st anniversary of the Battle 
of Tippecanoe which marked the opening of one of 
the most impor tant epochs in the history of the 
United States .. . battle was fought eight miles north 
of Lafayette a t Battle Ground, the opposing forces 
being led by Gen. W. H. Harrison and "The Prophet," 
brother of Tippecanoe. 

November 22, 1902 . . . Fifty years ago, November 
18, 1852, the Sharon Baptist Church was organized 
and the golden anniversary of that event was cele
brated last Friday in a fitting manner at the ancient 
edifice. 

December 23, 1902 ... Five hundred girls from Car
roll and Howard Counties have a chance to get mar
ried providing they will go to North Dakota to live 
. . . they will be guaranteed first class homes and 
first class husbands and a happy life . .. this infor
mation is in a letter from J. R. Walters who went 
to North Dakota about a year ago ... in the letter 
he states that everyone there is prosperous, money 
can be made fast, life is comfortable but the young 
bachelors with large farms find great difficulty in find
ing housekeepers .. . they drive fin e horses and car
riages and some have automobiles. 

December 27, 1902 . . . The Bank of Flora has pur
chased a new Universal Adding and Listing Machine 
. .. it is the only one of its kind in the county . .. 
John E. Wharton- fine shoe repairing . . . at Flora 
& Metsker Shoe Store. 

April 25, 1903 ... The formal dedication of the new 
German Baptist Church on South Center Street took 
place last Sunday and was witnessed by an immense 
crown. 
May 169 1903 . .. Hunt up your old McGuffey spell
ing book and come prepared to spell at the old 
fashioned spelling match at theM. E. Church, May 19. 

July 11, 1903 . .. An election was held last Tuesday 
a t which it was decided to build 21% miles of gravel 
roads in Monroe Township. 

July 18, 1903 ... Flora needs a water works system 
and an electric light plant and needs them bad ... 
the sooner we ge t them the better it will be for the 
town. 

October 10, 1903 . . . The Dairy Queen Mfg. Co. has 
been organized to manufacture the Dairy Queen 
Cream Separator . 

November 7, 1903 ... Flora Mfg. Co. was organized 
here last Tuesday to manufacture and sell the new 
Twentieth Century washing machine. 

December 19, 1903 .. . Flora Canning Factory to be 
built on the site of the old Martin hoop factory ... 
will have a capacity of 25,000 cans per day of to
matoes, corn, etc. 

April 30, 1904 . . . The town of Flora will be 32 years 
old next Thursday . . . the first child born in Flora 
was Mrs. Arthur Blue of Carrolltown Township, a 
daughter of James Butcher of Kokomo who was 
among the first to locate in Flora . . . the second 
child born in Flora was Ora Cromer, a resident of 
this city and a son of the late Dr. Cromer . _ . Dr. 
Cromer was one of the first to embark in business in 
Flora forming a partnership in the drug business with 
his brother-in-law, R. R. Bright .. . Mr. J. H. Coplen, 
proprietor of the Farmers Bank, has just installed 
one of the latest and most scientifically constructed 
adding and counting machines on the market ... it 
is a "Burroughs" and can add 222 items in just six 
minutes. 

~ 

May 14, 1904 .. . The Flora & Bringhurst Co-operative 
Telephone Co. has been organized .. . after a few 
repairs were made the town pump which has had a 
long rest during the winter months is again in running 
order and is attracting the usual crowds. 

July 30, 1904 . . . Flora Natural Gas & Oil Co. was or
ganized here last Saturday night. 

November 5, 1904 ... The first election in Carroll 
County was held April 28, 1828 at which time 76 
votes were cast . . . the first presidential election was 
held in the fall of that same year and Andrew Jack
son received 112 vo tes to 73 for John Quincy Adams. 

November 19, 1904 . . . Flora Telephone Co. was 
organized. 

February 4, 1905 ... Flora Sawmill Co. was organized 
and purchased the mill previously owned by Ed 
Voorhees ... new owners are: G. E. Voorhees, John 
Voorhees, Tony Beckner and Chas. Cochran. 
March 11, 1905 . . . The Indianapolis and Chicago 
Air Line Traction Co. proposes to build a direct in
terurban line from Indianapolis to Chicago and will 
pass through Flora. 
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May 6, 1905 ... "What has become of the Flora Fire 
Company which was organized several 'ttlonths ago?" 
... this question was asked us by a prominent busi
nessman of this city the first of this week and then 
he proceeded to say, "Flora has been lucky in not 
having any bad fires for several years but we may 
have a bad one at any time and who knows how to 
operate the chemical fire engine in case an alarm 
is sounded? ... there should be regular drills and 
instruction in the use o.f the chemical engine." 

May 20, 1905 . .. First National Bank was organized 
here last Monday ... capital $25,000.00 ... presi
dent is E. G. Kitzmiller; L. T. Hawkins, cashier and 
Ethel Goslee, bookkeeper. 

November 18, 1905 . . . The Bank of Flora is to be 
reorganized and made a national bank to be known 
as the Bright National Bank. 

April 21, 1906 ... San Francisco has been reduced 
to ruins as a result of an earthquake. 

April 28, 1906 ... Graduating class numbers 18 ... 
largest in history of Flora High School. 

May 10, 1906 ... A water works company has been 
organized in Flora with water to be secured from 
deep driven wells. 

June 2, 1906 . . . First Presbyterian Church is or
ganized here. 

May 25, 1907 ... Auto fever strikes Flora! Already 
twelve machines in the city . . . those who have 
automobiles are: Van C. Blue, Gertha Voorhees , Ed
ward Voorhees, Eugene Furnas, E. G. Kitzmiller, 
Ward B. Hinder, Ross R. Penn II, Edward Hedderich, 
Lee Hedderich, Frank Bingaman, and John Brown. 

May 2, 1908 ... Pennsylvania RR builds new depot 
at a cost of $10,000.00 ... located on the east side 
of the track midway between Main and Columbia 
Streets. 

May 23, 1908 ... James Crites, his wife and two 
daughters were killed last Sunday evening when 
their carriage was struck at the railroad crossing one 
mile north of town . . . the tragedy resulted when 
their horse became frightened and ran into the path 
of the train. 

October 17, 1908 . . . Moving picture show at the 
Flora Opera House tonight featuring the following 
productions: "A Good Joke;" "Gendarme , Incensed 
and Amazed;" "The Orphan, or a Mountain Ro
mance;" "The Schoolmaster Receives a Call;" and 
"He Got Soap in His Eyes" ... most of the pictures 
are productions from Paris and are the best money 
can buy .. . admission- 10 cents ... the new M. E. 
Church in Bringhurst was dedicated last Sunday .. . 
the total cost of the building and furnishings was 
$3,000.00 . .. Rev. J. K. Wyant is the pastor. 

July 4, 1908 ... Post office to be moved to the corner 
of Center and Columbia Streets in the Voorhees 
room . .. this is the southern limit of the business 
district and there are many objections to the move. 

September 19, 1908 . . . Flora Detective Assn. has 
elected officers: W. H. Linton, president; J. J. Moss, 
vice president; G. V. Brown, secretary; Jesse Bright, 
treasurer; Dr. 0. F. Campbell, captain. 

February 20, 1909 . . . Frank C. Horner and A. M. 
Chittick are driving new Ford cars purchased from 
Eikenberry and Greider ... the cars cost $850.00. 

March 6, 1909 ... E. D. Voorhees Auto Co. has 
secured the Carroll County agency for the celebrated 
Cadillac automobile .. . a new building is being 
erected on the corner of Center and Columbia. 

June 19, 1909 . . . The new electric lights are now the 
pride of the town . . . they were turned on for the 
first time Thursday evening and are dandies. 

September 11, 1909 . . . An inspector of the State 
Board of Charity visited the Carroll County Poor 
Farm Wednesday and says conditions over which 

, management has no control are the worst in the 
state ... Carroll County should be ashamed of this 
and should do something about it. 

October 2, 1909 ... Carroll County is now a "dry" 
county as the last saloon in Delphi was closed last 
Wednesday night. 

June 25, 1910 ... Big train wreck here Saturday noon 
when a through freight train drawn b y two engines 
piled up ten cars in front of the passenger depot 
... loss estimated at $3,000.00. 

April 23, 1910 .. . Carroll County Trust and Savings 
Co. has been organized with 58 stockholders . . . 
officers elected are : Martin W . Eaton, president; 
Uria Guth, 1st vice president; J. J. Draper, 2nd vice 
president; James H. Coplen, secretary-treasurer. 

November 19, 1910 ... The beautiful new brick busi
ness block and lodge hall erected by the Odd Fel
lows will be dedicated next Tuesday ... it is a two
story brick, 30' x 80' .. . on the ground floor are four 
good business rooms and the entire second floor is 
used for lodge purposes ... the Lodge was instituted 
here May 18, 1876 . . . in 1894 the Lodge needed 
larger quarters and purchased the old Tom Howe 
house and lot on which was erected a three-story 
iron clad building . . . this was torn down and the 
present modern building erected . . . according to 
the report of the 13th census, the population of In
diana in 1910 was 2,700,876 compared to 2,516,462 
in 1900 ... Carroll County in 1910 had a population 
of 17,970 compared to 19,953 in 1900- or a loss of 
1,983 in the decade. 

May 28, 1910 ... The Pennsylvania RR is to have 
four trains each way on Sundays. 

/67 
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March 12, 1910 ... The County Commissioners have 
selected a site for new buildings "{o be built on the 
County Farm. 

July 23, 1910 .. . New Baptist Church is to be dedi
cated here Sunday ... the church was first organized 
here about 1880 and Rev. B. A. Melson, step-father 
of Mrs. R. D. Voorhees, was the first pastor . .. the 

' new church cost about $4,000.00 . . . Rev. J. G. Ted
ford is the pastor. 

December 3, 1910 . .. A new company has been or
ganized to manufacture Bankable cigars . . . the 
company will be known as N. N. Smith Co . . .. about 
35 people will be employed and the capacity of the 
factory will be about 175,000 cigars a month. 

January 21, 1911 ... The new Presbyterian Church 
on South Center Street was dedicated last Sunday 
. . . the new structure cost $14,300.00 ... the pastor 
is Rev. 0. L. Prentice. 

April 15, 1911 . . . Official census of 1910 shows 
Flora's population to be 1,386 compared to 1,209 in 
1900 ... twenty years ago Flora had a population of 
639 . . . Monroe Township now has a population of 
2,442 compared to 2,078 in 1900. 

August 19, 1911 . . . Buster Brown and his dog, 
Tice, will attend the carnival here on August 31 .. . 
his appearance is sponsored by Virgil Niccum & Co. 
which carries the Buster Brown shoe. 

March 2, 1912 ... The ice gorge at the Georgetown 
bridge has during the past few weeks been one of 
the worst in the history of the Wabash River and 
the ice is now piled four feet high on both sides of 
the bridge . . . two spans of the bridge have been 
lifted by the huge jam and are said to be shoved 
six feet off the piers . .. the bridge is one of the few 
wooden bridges in this part and was built many years 
ago jointly by Carroll and Cass Counties ... the 
bridge is believed to be lost which will necessitate 
building a new bridge at an estimated cost of 
$12,000 .00 to $15 ,000.00 to Carroll County. 

March 29, 1913 . . . Carroll County is experiencing 
the worst flooding in the county since 1875 ... the 
Wabash and Eel Rivers in Logansport makes the 
water higher than ever known .. . a levee has broken 
in Peru flooding the south side of the town ... many 
lives reported lost . . . Flora and community send 
aid to flood victims. 

June 28, 1913 . . . Barbers in Flora have increased 
the price of a shave from 10 cents to 15 cents .. . 
the barbers say the increase was made necessary 
because of the high cost of living . . . the barbers 
say they have a desire to once more smell the odor 
of ham and breakfast bacon in their own homes . .. 
baked potatoes and corn-bread are all right for five 
or six years but like the boarding house prune, they 
got to be old sometimes. 

April 4, 1914 . . . W. 0. Brown, local agent for the 
Pennsylvania RR, has announced that all Sunday 
trains over this division are to be discontinued ... 
the Christian Church of Flora is to build a new build
ing costing about $18,000.00. 

May 1 6, 1914 .. . Last Saturday, Wm. Eckerle, one of 
our three village blacksmiths, sold the past year's 
accumulation of old worn out horse shoes which he 
had pulled off and replaced with new ones . . . there 
was slightly over seven tons of old shoes. 

October 10, 1914 . . . Mr. and Mrs. Amos Woods of 
Indianapolis have been visitors in Flora for several 
days . . . Mr. Woods was the "upstairs teacher" in 
the old school house in the north end of town now 
occupied by Noah Edmondson as a residence .. . in 
those early days the town was a veritable mud-hole 
in the winter and it was necessary to wear rubber 
boots to get to school ... the winter of 1882-83 was 
remarkably muddy and J. M. Wheeler and other pro
gressive citizens made what was probably the first 
sidewalk in the town by liberal donations from those 
who were patrons of the school . . . it extended 
from the center of town down the west side of North 
Center Street and across to the school house . . . 
most of the material was elm saw-dust from the saw
mill of Abner Ratcliff, but in the low ground at the 
branch, which sometimes was a small river, a frame 
bridge and plank sidewalk extended half a square. 
November 28, 1914 . . . The new Chris tian Church on 
South Center Street will be dedicated Sunday . . . 
the church has a pipe-organ, the first musical instru
ment of its kind ever installed in Flora . . . the total 
cost of the church was $19,000.00 and there are 
pledges of $23,000.00 already made ... Rev. G. Stan
ley West is the pastor. The first meetings of the 
church were held in 1877 in the old brick school 
house on North Division Street and later they were 
moved to the Baptist Church on West Walnut ... 
on May 25, 1884 members organized as a Christian 
Church ... three years later a one room brick build
ing was erected on the site of the present building 
. .. J. C. Quinn, brick kiln owner, provided the brick 
at cost and Philip Voorhees was the carpent~r ... 
twenty-six years later, with many new members 
added to the church, plans were made for the build
ing as it is today. 
January 23, 1915 . .. Otto Ponelis, the Main Street 
butcher, received a letter this week from his mother 
who lives in the province of Lubeck, Germany . . . 
she told of the death from a heart attack of Otto's 
brother during the fighting between the French and 
German armies ... it has been about five years since 
Otto left Germany. 

January 30, 1915 . . . Local elevators paid $1.40 a 
bushel for wheat Thursday which is the highest price 
since 1898 when the price was $1.50 a bushel . .. the 
temperature here dropped to 20 below zero at 7:00 
a.m. last Sunday. 
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February 20, 1915 ... Perry Rule, representa tive in 
the legislature for Carroll, Howard and· Miami Coun
ties, has introduced a bill in the House of Represen
tatives which would provide the voting franchise 
for women. 

July 31, 1915 ... The Chautauqua was a big success 
and plans are being made now for the 1916 season. 

August 28, 1915 . . . A library was organized on 
8/ 20/15 and officers elected: Rev. C. C. Ford, presi
dent; E. G. Kitzmiller, vice presiden t; Rev. W . T. 
Lytle , secretary; M. W. Eat on, treasurer . . . com
mittees were appointed . 

January 8, 1916 ... The County Commissioners last 
Monday voted for the erection of a new Court House 
in Delphi to cos t $171,000.00. 

January 29, 1916 ... The new school house will be 
dedicated on Friday aftern oon of next week. 

August 11, 1917 ... E. G. Kitzmiller sold hi s con
trolling interest in the First National Bank to Joseph 
Harter who is now president and a director. 

April 14, 1917 . . . Lawrence Gaylor, a senior in the 
local high school, is the first local boy to enlist ... 
he joined the U. S. Navy Tuesday ... the county 
mobilizes its agricultural forces for war ... the city 
displays its patriotism by displaying the flag. 

August 25, 1917 . .. Edward G. Kitzmiller died las t 
Sunday morning at the age of 53 ... for over 30 years 
he was a leader in the community and was associated 
with many progressive activities which resulted in 
the betterment of the town. 

December 15, 1917 ... The new First Brethren Church 
is to be dedicated tomorrow . . . the cost was 
$19,000.00 of which all has been pledged ... Rev. 
W. T. Lytle is the pastor. 

December 19, 1917 ... One of the worst blizzards in 
the town's history occurred last Saturday ... there 
was heavy snow and sleet with temperatures drop
ping to 26 below zero ... older residents say the 
storm was the worst because of the very high winds 
... the following are from a county di ary for com
parison: December 24, 1872- 22 below; January 29, 
1873-31 below; December 18, 1883- 20 below; Janu
ary 4, 1884-20 below; January 5, 1884- 24 below; 
January 18, 1884- 18 below; February 29, 1884- 15 
below; March 4, 1884- 12 below; January 19, 1885-
20 below; January 20, 1885- 22 below; January 22 , 
1885- 20 below; January 23 , 1885-34 below; Feb
ruar-y 15, 1885-31 below; March 13, 1885-12 below; 
March 19, 1885- 10 below ... in the winter of 1886 
the temperature was below zero for three weeks, 
25 below zero being the coldest on January 22 ... 
the winter of 1887 was very cold and continued so 
commencing with 26 below on January 10 ... the 
winter of 1892 was severe with 22 below zero on 
January 21. 

January 26, 1918 . . . Business houses of Flora closed 
Monday in compliance with an order of the National 
Fuel Administrator to save fuel .. . businesses will 
be closed for ten Mondays. 

August 17, 1918 ... The new Flora Public Library 
in now open ... Miss Ruth Dawson is the librarian. 

Auguc;t 31, 1918 ... Clarence Wiles is reported to 
have been killed in action in France ... he is the 
first f lora boy to meet death at the hands of the Huns. 

Oc~ober 5, 1918 ... Flora had its firs t taste of a real
for-sure aeroplane Saturday when an aeroplane 
passed over the city and landed in a field east of 
town. 

October 12, 1918 ... The Span ish iniluenza rages ; 
places of public meetings are closed by Federal or
der ... thousands have died in training camps over 
the U. S . .. . all citizens are urged to remain at home 
whenever possible. 

October 19, 1918 ... Flora, after many years, has a 
real-for-sure fire chief .. . a t a recent mee ti ng of the 
Town Board Dr. 0. F. Campbell was named to the 
place .. . Amos Clingin peel is assistant chief. 

April 5, 1D19 . Community Memorial Building 
proposed. 

July 12, 1919 . . The Wabash Training and Trans
portation Co. came to Flora Tuesday with a Canadian 
Curlis aeroplane and throughout the day was kept 
busy taking passengers into the air to get a birdseye 
view of the town and countryside some 1,800 to 2,600 
feet below ... Mrs. Raymond DeVinney was the 
firs t passenger to take a ride from Spitle r's fi eld with 
aviator Henry Fawce tt ... thirteen made the trip 
a t a price of $15.00 for fifteen minutes. 

December 27, 1919 ... Veterans organize an Ameri
can Legion Post to be known as Clarence Wiles Post. 

July 17, 1920 . . . Flora's long-needed park is soon 
to be a reality . .. The Community Park at the cast 
end of Main Street is to be dedicated Sunday 

January 3, 1920 ... Reub en R. Bright, president of 
the Bright National Bank, recalled to the Democrat 
that just 57 years ago last Wednesday- December 
31, 1862-he was wounded in a skirmish with the 
Rebels at the Battle of Stone River in Tennessee . .. 
wi th him in the battle 57 years ago w ere also George 
Stewart, now a resident of Flora, and John Groninger 
of Rock Creek Township. 

June 19, 1920 . . . Leland Eikenberry, a well known 
Flora young ma n, took an even dozen passengers 
into the clouds in his 90 horsepower American Cur
tis plane last Sunday . .. he came to the city Sahu
day evening accompanied by Earl Wikle and for 
several minutes circled over the city before landing 
in Spitler's field. 
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June 18, 1921 ... National Guard Company organized 
here . . . will be Company B, 151st Infantry . . . 
W. R. Yundt, captain. 

July 30, 1921 ... Carroll County Loan, Trust & Sav
ings Co. has formal opening of new bank building ... 
it is one of the most modern and up-to-date bank 
buildings in northern Indiana. 

• March 18, 1922 . . . Cutler High School basketball 
team wins Lafayette regional and goes into state 
finals in Indianapolis. 

September 23, 1922 . . . Dr. Reuben R. Tidrick of 
Bringhurst died last Tuesday . . . a son of Lawrence 
and Elizabeth Tidrick, he was born in Monroe Town
ship in 1841 and was the first physician in Monroe 
Township . . . his father, Lawrence, entered a farm 
in Monroe Township in 1831. 

September 29, 1923 . .. The first rally of the Ku Klux 
Klan held at Community Park las t Friday was a big 
success. 

January 5, 1924 . .. New Community Building dedi
cated ... county and sectional basketball tourneys 
to be held in new building. 

June 14, 1924 ... Reuben R. Bright, president of the 
Bright National Bank and prominent businessman, 
died last Friday . . . he was a veteran of the Civil 
War ... a native of Howard County, he came to 
Flora in 1873 and engaged in the drug business with 
his brother-in-law, Dr. J. R. Cromer, deceased .. . 
in 1897 he purchased the Bank of Flora, a private 
bank, from John J. Hawkins ... it was reorganized 
and became a national bank in 1905. 

November 21, 1925 ... New Methodist Church is 
to be dedicated Sunday .. . total cost was $48,000.00 
not including the pipe organ which was a gift from 
the children of John and Josephine Voorhees .. . the 
old church was destroyed by fire last December 29 
. . . Rev. T. L. Stovall is the pastor. 

May 5, 1927 . . . Pennsy has bad wreck here . . . seven
teen cars derailed. 

October 15, 1927 . . . Carroll County Loan, Trust & 
Savings Co. closed for audit by State Banking De
partment. 

October 22, 1927 .. . Flora State Bank organized .. . 
new bank named receiver of Trust Company. 

January 7, 1928 ... Carroll County is 100 years old 
today! ... county was named after Charles Carroll 
of Carrollton, the only surviving signer of the Decla
ration of Independence. 

February 11, 1928 . .. Lee Eikenberry organizes Flora 
Avia tion Club ... he says records show travel in the 
U. S. is safer by airplane than by motor car . . . club 
will buy a plane. 

December 27, 1930 ... Census report shows Flora 
population in 1930 is 1,449; in 1920 it was 1,441 .. . 
Monroe Township population now 2,358 compared 
to 2,424 in 1920. 

July 9, 1932 ... Camden celebrated the 100th anni
versary of the founding of the town last Monday 
although no one seems sure of the first settler or 
how the town got its name. 

February 11, 1933 ... The Monroe Township School 
burned last Saturday night ... it was erected in 1890 
when Dr. James Cromer was Trustee. 

March 4, 1933 .. . Franklin Delano Roosevelt is in
augurated today as President of the U. S. 

September 16, 1933 ... Pennsylvania RR to run ex
cursions to Chicago for the World's Fair for three 
consecutive Sundays ... fare is $2.75 round trip ... 
Miller Commission Co . .. . says price of hogs is now 
at the highes t for five years ... the price Thursday 
was $5.20 and was $5.25 on October 19, 1931. 

September 21, 1935 ... New school building is dedi
cated . .. cost approximately $100,000.00. 

February 8, 1936 ... January had a record of nine 
consecutive days with a temperature of zero or 
below. 
February 22, 1936 . .. Bright National Bank and Flora 
State Bank merge. 

January 21, 1939 . . . Flora voters authorized the 
Town Board to acquire the local light plant distribu
tion system from the Indiana Service Corp. 
September 9, 1939 . . . War in Europe begins. 

August 24, 1940 . . . Claude Wickard is appointed 
Secretary of Agriculture by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt . . . he attended Flora High School for 
three years and graduated from Delphi High School 
in 1910 .. . later graduated from Purdue University 
.. . is the twelfth Hoosier to be a cabinet member. 

December 7, 1940 ... Grace Brethren Church was 
dedicated last Sunday . . . Rev. Henry R. Rempel 
is pastor. 

December 13, 1941 . . . The United States is at war 
with Germany and Japan. 

August 18, 1945 . .. World War II ends with sur
render of Japan. 

March 16, 1946 . . . Flora High School "Badgers" in 
the Big 4 at Indianapolis .. . 

July 27, 1946 . .. Edward (Paddy) Voorhees is just 
now finishing his 60th year as a thresherman . . . 
during that three-quarter century span he has , per
haps, threshed with his outfits on more farms and 
helped to harvest the largest number of bushels of 
grain than any other person in Carroll County .. . 
now past 81 years of age he stated Wednesday 
morning that this is his last year to take out his 
machines. 



REMEMBER WHEN? EXCERPTS TAKEN FROM THE FILES OF THE HOOSIER DEMOCRAT, 
FROM THE YEARS 1946-1964 ... COMPILED BY HOWARD PARKS 

September 14, 1946 ... The Camden Lutheran Church 
observed its 100th anniversary last Sunday .. . the 
Lutheran Church was organized in Jackson Town
ship in 1846 with Rev. Samuel McReynolds as the 
first pastor ... the first congregational meeting was 
held on September 11, 1846. 

October 18, 1947 . . . The new Bachelor Run Church 
of tile Brethren is to be dedicated Sunday . . . the 
old church was destroyed by fire on May 27, 1944 
... Rev. Clarence Sink is pastor. 

February 4, 1954 ... PIKE'S PEAK! Monroe Town
ship "old-timers" know of Pike's Peak as one of the 
earliest settlements in this area but all that remains 
is a two-story frame house ... and il is not actually 
a survivor but was built with lumber salvaged in the 
razing of the last house in Pike's Peak .. . J. W. 
Eikenberry of Bringhurst said the settlement got its 
name "when someone found a gold coin there abo ut 
the time of the gold-rush in the west ... the papers 
had a lot in them about Pike 's Peak somewhere in 
the west where gold had been found . . . so they 
named the p lace Pike's Peak ... that must have 
been about 1848 ... the old settlement once had a 
sawmill, harness shop, blacksmith shop, paint shop, 
a store, a cobblers shop and five or six dwellings ... 
about all th is property was owned by a John Row
land ... his son, Lafayette, was a blacksmith and 
wagon-maker ... Mr. Bosher worked in the harness 
shop, Lhe shoe repair shop and the paint shop ... 
Jacob Reis t had a store ... seventy years ago, my 
father, John A. Eikenberry;· lived two miles south 
of Pike's Peak and built a large barn . . . he had his 
Jogs sawed at the Pike's Peak mill and I went with 
my father to haul the lumber home ... Mrs. Ora Spitler, 
a granddaughter of John Rowland, says the folks who 
lived at Pike's Peak were the Rowlands, Albert 
Michael, the Hostetter family and the Jacob Reist 
family ... about 60 or 65 years ago fire destroyed 
all this property except one dwelling ... it was torn 
down and the lumber was used in building the two
story frame dwelling that is there now . . . this 
dwelling is all that is left of what was known as 
"Pike's Peak." 

December 1, 1955 . . . The Methodist Church ob
serves its 75th anniversary ... the church began in 
1880 when John Wesley Gillam, ancestor of several 
local persons, began gathering neighbors in his home 
for worship and prayer meetings . . . when their 
number increased the congregation moved to a school 
building which stood on Wes t Columbia Street where 
the Andrew Jackson Sheet Metal Works now stands. 

September 11, 1958 ... Five township school con
solidation is approved by the voters last Tuesday 
. .. Carroll Consolidated School Corp. is composed 
of Burlington, Carrollton, Democrat, Monroe and 
Washington Townships . .. the consolidation will 
be effective June 1, 1959. 

January 25, 1962 ... The new Carroll High School 
has an open-house Sunday afternoon. 

November 28, 1963 . . . President John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy assassinated! 

February 13, 1964 . .. The new post office begins 
service Saturday, February 15 ... the dedication 
and open-house will be Saturday, April 11. 

DR. FRANK P. LYONS 

Dr. Frank P. Lyons was born October 26, 1852 
in Fayette County , Indiana. Later, he attended high 
school in Converse, Indiana. Then he taught school 
in Randolph and Howard Counties. He took up the 
study of medicine and graduated from the Medical 
College of Indiana University in 1881. 

He practiced medicine in Wheeling for eleven 
years, then moved to Flora in 1893 where he re
mained until his death, April 26, 1926. 

He was an active member of the Baptist Church. 
With others he helped organize Maple Lawn Ceme
tery Association , The Flora Telephone Company, 
First National Bank, Charles T. Minnix and Co., and 
participated in commercial and local interests which 
would benefit and develop the town of Flora. 

In 1876 Frank P. Lyons married Julia Billings. They 
were the P!irents of five daughters. Emma, the oldest, 
was a member of the first graduating class, 1896, of 
the Flora High School. She died in 1906. Two chil
dren died in 1894. The other girls, Millie Lyons 
Cromer and Esther Lyons Shanks are still living. The 
family home is maintained by Mrs. Cromer. 
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CAMDEN STATE BANK 

CAMDEN, INDIANA 

Oldest Bank in Carroll County 

1870 - 1972 

A Full Service Bank .... Safety and Experience 
LOANS FOR MOST ALL PURPOSES 

DRIVE-UP WINDOW - BANK BY MAIL - SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

Large Enough to Take Care of You, Small Enough to Know How 

Give Us a Trial . . . You Will Like Us 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporat ion 

ZINN'S HOUSE ON TH E MOVE 

HELVIE HOUSE MOVERS 
Flora, Indiana - Phone 967-3075 

Congralufaliond . . . 

TO THE TOWN OF FLORA 

MY E R 
ROOFING, INC. 

DEER CREEK, INDIANA 

Vinyl and Aluminum Siding 

PHONE 859-2172 



u 
THE BRIGHT NATIONAL BANK 

Serving Flora and Community Since 1889 

Old Farmers Bank Building Built in 1885 

Present Bank Building at Same Location 

MEMBER FDIC MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

, 173 
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TO T'HE TOWN OF FLORA 
ON RTS' lOOth ANNIVERSARY 

1972 • • • FLORA TOWN BOARD OF TRUSTEES • • • 1976 

• ELDEN PRESSLER • ROBERT JULIUS 

• KENNETH McGILL • DEVERE HOFFMAN 
Clerk-Treasurer 

• 
!EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF FLORA 

LAWRENCE COX WILLIS REED MAX MULLENDORE 
1966 1965 1967 

BEULAH HARTER JACOB KINGERY MERLE JOHNSON 
1951 1970 1963 

RITA SORRELLS ROBERT L. CRIPE ROGER DAUGHERTY 
1968 1965 1967 

.JANIS K. HARBER LEROY MATSON BILL WILLIAMS 
1971 1969 1966 

"' MERRITT HARDT GEORGE E. BAUM EVERETT BAER 
1965 1954 1971 

HARRY HUMPHREY 
1963 

dJ/o4a ... THE GARDEN SPOT OF INDIANA 
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