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* THE HISTORY OF NT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

From its very beginning, Nt. Olive Lutheran Church was 
a part of the Rock Creek Lutheran Parish. The oldest member 
of that parish being the Mt. Pisgah congregation which was 
organized on August 28, 1852. As there was no other church 
closer to Deer Creek at that time, all attended worship ser
vices a~ this place. 

in use at the 
present time. 
< • 

-~ 

The Rev. John L. Guard came to the Rock Creek pastorate 
in 1878 after it had been separated from the Camden Parish. 
.At this time the parsonage was built on land leased from the 
EcCain fa.mily. Here the Rev. Guard lived for ten years. 

Through the efforts of Rev. Guard the Ht. Olive Evangel
ical Lutheran Church of West Sonora (later called Deer Creek) 
was organized. on Narch 26th, 1880 with 42 charter members. 

It was organized as a corporation with the following 
title "The Evangelical Lutheran :hount Olive Church of West 
Sonora, of tl!e County of Carroll and the State of Indiana, 
a corporation in connection with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Northern Indiana, which synod is in connection with 
the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
United States of America". 

During the fall and. winter of 1880 a frame church was 
built on lots 7 6c 8 of West Sonora, which were purchased from 
Mr. & Hrs. Solomon Fouts. 

The church was dedicated on January 2nd, 1881. The 
pastor was assisted by the Rev. s. B. Barnitz in the dedi
cation services. During this same month·a successful pro
tracted meeting was held and 62 more ~ were added to the 
membership. Hore than one hundred and fift~ers were 
added during the .ministry of the Rev. Guard • 

The first 9ffi cers of the· church were: Trustees; -vlm. 
Plank, Lewis Ray, and John M. Groninger, Elders; George 
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Spangler and William Plank, Deacons; Alvin A. Lenon arid 
Simon Wolf. 

At this time the Rock Creek Parish consisted of four 
congregations. 1'hey were the Ht. Pisgah• nt. Olive, Ebenez
er, and. St. Paul charges. The Ebenezer congregation was lo
cated. 2 miles South and 2 miles West of Logansport. The 
st. Paults congregation was about 2 miles East of the Ebe
nezer congregation. 

The Rev. Guard continued to serve these four churches 
until October 1889, being succeeded. by the Rev. G. v. Walker 
on June 1st, 1890. He continued in a profitable ministry 
until Dec~ 1, 1891 and was followed by the Rev. T. A. Pattee 
on May 1, 1892. Due to poor health, he had. to relinquish 
the field. in October of that same year. 

Rev. Divens served. the parish in 1893, and the Rev. 
(Prof.) Emil Schultz supplied for three months in 1894. 

During these years; each mini st er held protracted me·etings 
at these churches and. had large attendances. 

About this time the Ebenezer and the st. Paul congre
gations had. considerable loss in membership, caused. by the 
nearness to Logansport, and so they finally ·closed their 
doors. 

In 1897, Rev. Exline came to the pastorate. During his 
stay the Ladies Aid Society was formed through the efforts 
of Mrs. Exline. They .met each month in .membersr homes. Of 
the chnrter members of this society, the only one still liv
ing is Mrs. Emma NcCleary. 

After Rev. Exline resigned. the charge, the Nt. Olive 
and Mt. Pisgah congregc.tions united with St. Paul and :Shiloh 
of the Walton charge. This made four congregations to be 
served. by one pastor. The parsone.ge at this time was at 
Walton. These .ministers covered. the field by horse and buggy, 
often times spend.ing the night at the homes of members of 
these congregations. 

The Rev. Burkitt was the first minister to serve these 
four charges from 1899 until 1900. He was followed. by the 
Rev. George o. Ritter for about three years from 1903 until 
1906. The Rev. Courtl8nd Miller followed in 1908 and. served 
until 1910. Rev. Burkitt again returned as a supply pe.stor 
in 191J. He at that time was retired. and lived in Logansport. 

From 1888 until 1911+, the ministers lived in rented homes 
in Deer Creek, that with the exception of the time that the 
churches were united with Walton. 

•/\!\.\ ~ .' ... t~ In 1914, the Parish was again divided into the Walton 
~,~v\~-,arish and the Rock Creek Parish, Mt. Pisgah and. Mt. Olive 
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again being able to support a minister. The Rev. M. L. Webb 
of Grunden supplied for a few.services, including a week of 
night services during the first week of February, 1914. 

The Rev. c. N. Wachter answered the call in 1914 and 
remained until 1917. During his ministry the lot South of 
the churchlivas secured. by the Rock Creek Parish and a parson

. age was buil:t on it. 

\ During the ministry of Rev. Wachter, the present church 
edifice of Mt. Pisgah was constructed. It cost $12,000 with
out counting the amount of labor contributed by the members. 
This building was d ed.ica ted. in October of 1915. 

Following the resignation of the Rev. Wachter in 1917, 
the parsonage was sold and a new one was purchased on the East 
end of Deer Creek. In 1947, the need of a more modern home 
was felt and again the parsonage was sold and the p..resent 
parsonage was purchased on the North edge of Deer Creek. It 
has been completely remodeled and. modernized.. 

The Rev. H. B. Shanks accepted the call in 1918 and 
remained. with us until 1921. He was followed by the Rev. F. 
L. Linebarger from 1921 until 1924. 

The Rev. s. D. Steffy was the next minister to serve 
the charge. He served from 1926 until 1932. He died rather 
suddenly after d.elivering the Baccalaureate address for the 
graduating class of Deer Creek High School. While with the 
church, he had the shade trees planted in the yard of the 
church. Mrs. Steffy remained. in Deer Creek until her death. 
Both have been laid to rest in the Rock Creek Cemetery. 

The Rev. Wheadon of Logansport supplied the parish oc
casionally during this vacancy, until the Rev. Aloert c .. Bur
ger came to the charge in 19J4. This was his first charge 
erd he was ordained at the Mt. Pisgah church. He left the 
c~1arge in 193'?. 

The Rev. Bur3er was followed by the Rev. Carl Sorenson 
who served the parish fr.om 1937 until 1940. 1'.{e wa.s succeeded 
by the Rev. ~. L. Greenm·mlt who came to the :parish in l9L!·l 
and. served. faj_tl~fully until his death in 1946. 

The Rev. G. H . .Schuette of Camden served occo.sionally 
as supply pastor during this vacancy. 

The present pa st or, the Rev. T. L. Hertenstein anmrnred 
"-.,~,_ call in July of 1948. 

II 

THE CHURCH 

About 20 years after the church was built, the nartllex ann 
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tower plus the bell were added, making the structure as it 
is today. 

The interior of the building has been changed. and added. 
to from time to time. When built, the platform vra s in the 
center of the church with two broad. steps. The lower one 
reaching as it is·tod.ay and. the upper one as part of a plat
form which held two chairs and. a settee. On the Lower plat
form was a small table and. two chairs. The small stand being 
used for a communion table. The communion set consisted. of 
green goblets, a green platter, and. a small green dish. 

The small table has been replaced. by the larger commun
ion table v.rhich was contributed. by the Young People in 1930. 
The old comm.union set has been replaced. by the individual 
comm.union set. 

In 1910 the young people re.modeled the church by raising 
the platform to its present full length and furnished. it with 
choir chairs and. pulpit furniture. 

Later special chairs were bought for the little ones 
and at an even later d.a te the partitioned room was crea. ted 
for the children. 

The most recent change has been the addition of another 
platform in the chancel upon which has been set the Altar. 
The altar he.s been made of the Communion Table. The cross 
and candelabra made by Mr. Sid.enbender have also been placed. 
upon the altar. 

A hymnboard. has also been donated and hung in the front 
of the church. This hymnboard. has been given in memory of the 
Rev. H. L. Greenawalt by his widow and family. 

The church we,s heated with two large box stoves. These 
being first replaced by two round. stoves. There were two 
chimneys on opposite sides of the church building. Later 
the chimne~r on the South side was torn down because the two 
stoves were replaced. by the large parlor furnace that we now 
have. 

The oriG;inal lights were kerosens lamps, two chandel-
iers over the aisle, a lamp at each window and two stand. 
lamps, one on each side of the Bible. These stand lamps we.:ce 
replaced. by a hanging lamp over the pulpit. Today all of these 
have given way to electricity. 

There was no musical instrument in the first church years. 
Later an orgcm was purchased.. Still later e. second organ was 
acquired. but even this has worn out and given way to the pres
ent piano. 

The Ladies Aid. met from house to house for several years. 
Then they met at the Hasonic Hall until 1938 when they 
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purchased and remodeled the present parish hall. Here it is 
that they continue to meet and. serve their monthly dinners. 

The first aim of the Aid. was to secure a janitor to 
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care for the church, but they have accomplished many things 
since that day, such as: helping on Pastor's salaries, build
ing the wood.house, papering and then later painting the church, 
roofing the church, building hitchracks in the horse and buggy 
days, and. aiding in the upkeep of the parsonage. 

·· The .men must not be forgotten and their part in the work 
of the church. Plenty has been left for them to do. During 
the last few weeks they have refinished the pews and con
structed the platform for the .Altar and. its equipment. 

* The above history of Mt. Olive was written in 1950 
by Amy Boyer. 

THE HISTORY OF MT. OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
of 

THE INDIANA SYNOD OF U.L.C.A. 
1948 - 1964 

The Rev. Theodore L. Hertenstein, a native of Chicago, 
served the parish from the Spring of 1948 until after Easter, 

. 1953· He was the first pastor to live in the newly purchased 
' parsonage in north Deer Creek. During this period, the Mto 

Olive congregation began to use the Lutheran order of worship
purchased in pamphlet form. Also the use of church offering 
envelopes, glving each member a number, ca.me into being. 
Durtng Pastor Hertenstein's pastorate, regular evening services 
were discontinued. in the two churches and both ·Nt. Olive and 
Nt. Pisgah had a morning service. 

In the period immediately following Revo Hertenstein's 
·a.eparture, we had student supply pastors from Hamm.a Divinity 
School. Later in the year 1953, we were very fortunate to 
secure as supply pastor, a kindly retired. pestor from the 

:Pennsylvania Synod. Dr. Paul. H. Stahl. He had come to a 
nearby co.mm.unity to live. He conducted. Pastor's classes, 
instructed catechetical classes and supplied the pulpit 
whenever we had a vacancy. He also served as Supply Pastor 
later for Faith Lutheran Church. His inspiI·ing sermons and 
his kindly salutation T!My dear Christian friends" .made those 
who heard him feel somehow greatly blessed.. 

The Rev. Leslie c. Schulz, a native of Texas, began his 
career as a pastor with us July,15, 1954. He was ordained 
at Mt. Pisgah and remained until September, 1956. lrfuile here, 
he gave special emphasis to getting an active, well organ
ized Luther I.1eague. The yount~ people put up an outside 
bulletin board. and purchased. a beautiful red d.ossal curtain 
for the Church. Rev. Schulz also encouraged and worked with 
the choir to improve the music of the Church. The vestibule 
of Mt. Olive was remodeled and enlarged and a large cross 



was placed. on the outside front of the Church. The Ladies 
Aid bought white fireproof siding for the church. At the 
parsonage a deep freeze unit was installed, the back porch 
was enclosed and. the front porch was cemented.. 

From September 1956 to May 19, 1957 we were again 
supplied with student pastors interested in our situation. 
Pastor Stahl supplied. for Comm.union, weddings and funerals. 

The Rev. Robert O. Oberkehr, a native of New Jersey, 
came to serve our parish May 19, 1957· He had. to return to 
Chicago for several weeks to complete his training. He was 
ordained. at Mt. Pisgah. His pastorate lasted until February 
1, 1959· . During that time he instituted. the Pastor•·s Class 
for those' desiring to become members and for all others in
terested. ).n studying and discussing the Scripture~ Also 
the parish participated. in a project called. the Evangelism 
Mission, ·sponsored. by the United Lutheran Church in America. 
It was a community project in Evangelism for the church mem
bers and was inspiring and spiritually beneficial for those 

·.who took part and. for the community. In 1958 the first 
women were elected to the Mt. Olive Council. They were Mrs. 
Myrle Williams and. Mrs. Geneva Hummel. They served. as Treas
urer and Secretary, respectively, until the merger in 1964. 

In the Spring of 1957, after Rev. Oberkehr's departure, 
the Rev. Keith L. Kinney of the Walton parish instructed our 
catechetical class. From February 1, 1957 until the Spring 
of 1960 the Chicago Seminary supplied student pastors. A 
very well-liked. student pastor - Mr. Curtis A. Johnson sup
plied during the sum.mer months of 1957· 

The Rev. Donald H. Schambow, a native of Wisconsin, 
became our pastor May 1, 1960. Re left the parish September 

;·.· 1, 196J. Before he came the parsonage had been completely 
remodeled and an addition mad.e to it. Under Rev. Schambow's 
direction we began to use the Communion.Record. Cards. Also 
each member was mailed a monthly calendar of church events. 
It was required. that the Church Secretary post the minutes 
of the monthly council meetings and. other special meetings 
on the bulletin board 1n the vestibule. Rev. Schambow put 
all of the money he received. from weddings and funerals at 
both churches into a Pastor's FUi."'1.d and later used. it to buy 
a film projector and. a screen for use in both congregations. 
During his pastorate our congregations partfcipated. in the 
Self-Study Plan, sponsored by the Synod. This was to enable 
the congregation to take a good look at itself, in all phases 
of its existence. Pastor James Beard from Northern Indiana 
directed the study for several weeks. 

1962 marked the formation of the Lutheran Church in 
America. September 17-18, 1962, our church became part of 
a new Synod - The Indiana-Kentucky Synod. of the Lutheran 
Church in America. This necessitated our congregation making 
its Constitution conform to the Constitution recommended by .. .. 



. .,,,. 

. . 

the new Lutheran Church in America. Also we were given new 
definitions for an active and an inactive .member. The new 
Lutheran Church had ready new educational materials to be 
used in the Sunday School. It was a long range program of 
Parish Education. Rev • .Schambow worked. hard to interest the 
congree;ations in this new material. Under Rev. Schambow 
several important steps were taken, all of which proved to 
be seeds planted for a coming merger of churches. Pastor 
3chambow was deeply involved in all these until his depart
ure September 1, 1963. 

The Rev. Robert A. Davis who was employed by the Tipp
ecanoe County Mental Health Department at Lafayette, supplied 
our parish from September 1, 1963 until April, 1964. He 
also supplied the new Faith Church for somG weeks following 
the merger. During this period - Fall and Winter of 1963-
1964 - the Rev. Thomas Richards of the Camclen parish taught 
our catechetical class • 
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HISTORY OF MOUNT PISGAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Mount Pisgah Evangelical Lutheran Church dates its history back to 
1837 when groups met together with "circuit ridersn who came through this 
territory to preach. For several years the services were held in private 
residences and in the old log Plank School house where the Rock Creek Cemetery 

presently located. 

The church was formally organized by the Rev. Samuel McReynolds on the 
Twenty-eighth day of August, 1852, with a membership of twenty-nine charter 
members, namely: Henry Plank, John Guthrie, Henry A. Plank, Mary J. Hinkle, 
Elizabeth Plank, Abraham F. Miller, Anna E. Plank, Anna Ray, Rebecca M. Miller, 
Sarah Best, Elizabeth Cohee, Amanda Hinkle, Christian Best, Thomas J. DeFord, 
Caroline DeFord, Michael Reed, Sarah Reed, Barbara Mosey, Sarah A. Hinkle, 
Margaret Guthrie, David Reed, Margaret Ramsey, Agnes Reed, Eliza Harper Mahala 
Attwood, Anna Mo M. Plank, Jane Guthrie, Daniel Hankee, and Matilda Hankee. 
The church was at once attached to the Camden Charge, in connection with the 
Synod of Northern Indiana of the General Synod of the Lutheran Church. 

Rev. McReynolds came to tie Camden Charge in 1846 and resigned on May 28, 
1855. He was succeeded on October 1, 1855 by the Rev. David Smith who resigned 
about one year later. He was immediately succeeded by the Rev. L. L. Bonnell, 
who preaahed his first sermon as the regular pastor on October 12, 1856 
and continued to serve for 16 months. 

The Rev. Bonnell preached the first Sabbath at Shirer's, the second 
Sabbath at Mt. Pisgah, the third Sabbath at Miller's and Long's and the fourth 
Sabbath at Camden. The churches of the Camden Charge requested that he visit 
the Poundstone Schoolhouse and "Pipe Creek': in regard to supplying there also. 
The work of the pioneer pastors reached into many territories. Weekly 
Prayer meetings were held and whenever the pastor visited the church he 
frequently held services on Saturdays as well as Sundays. Rev. Bonnell served 
until February 1858, when he was compelled to resign because of failing health. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. Simon P. Snyder, who began his duties on the first 
of October, 1858. 

On February 26th, 1859 a meeting of the laymen was called to elect 
trustees for the purpose of building a church. Henry Plank was elected pres
ident of the trustees and John Hinkle and George Spangler were the other 
trustees elected. It was voted to begin building. A white frame church was 
constructed and it was a one room building 30 feet by 45 feet. Logs for the 
church were hauled with oxen by Anthony Hinkle. The church was located on an 
acre of ground donated by John Hinkle from a portion of his farm located in 
Washington Township, Carroll County, Indiana, in the southeast corner of the 
west half of the southeast quarter of Section number 27, township number 26 
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north, range number 1 east, the said tract conveyed being square in form. This 
land was given by John and Mary Je Hinkle for $1.00 and was deeded to Daniel 
Ray, David Reed and John Hinkle, trustees, and their successors in office ~s 
long as needed for said church purposes by their church. The deed was dated 
August 30, 1859 and recorded January 16, 1860 on page 456 of Deed Record "U" 
in the Carroll County Recorder's officeo The church was dedicated unto the 
Lord by the Rev. s. P. Snyder and the Rev. D. D. Smith on the 6th day of 
Noovember 1859. This was the first church in Washington Township. 

The church was heated by two wood-box stoves. The original lights were 
kerosene lamps. The first seats were straight back wooden seats and these 
were later replaced with more comfortable ones. The pulpit and chairs were on 
a raised platform which extended across the front of the church. The men sat 
on one side of the church and the women on the other. 

Revo Snyder was the pastor when the second constitution was read by the 
secretary, James B. Cohee, and adopted on Saturday, August 17, 1859. It was 
recorded in the Carroll County Recorder's office on April 15th, 1868 in Mort
gage record "On on pages 196-7. 

When the Rev. Snyder took charge, the membership had diminished to about 
~wenty-five. He continued as pastor for nine years and added to the church 
over 100 members. Pastor Snyder resigned on September 15, 1867. The Rev. M. 
L. Kunkleman followed for a brief pastorate. He was followed by the Rev. 
J. W. Elser, who preached his first sermon on March 29, 1868 and served the 
pastorate for about a year. The Rev. S. B. Hyman entered upon his duties as 
pastor on June 1, 1869 and owing to ill health, resigned on March 1, 1870. 

In the spring of 1870, the Rev. John Luther Guard, of Kickapoo, Peoria 
County, Illinois, was invited to visit the charge and preach for the churches. 
A call was subsequently extended to him and on the first Sunday in June of 
1870, he began his pastoral duties. The charge was then composed of three 
churches--St. Peter's, located in Camden; St. Luke's, 7 miles southeast of 
Camden in Monroe Township, and Mt. Pisgah. Each church had a plain but comfort
able house of worship. Revo Guard's salary was $750 and free use of the 
pe.!'sonage which was in Camdeno Often times his salary was delinquent. He had 
been settled in his new home but a few weeks when his entire family was seized 
with fever and ague and for more than two years suffered from the terrible 
disease. There were seven in the family and some days not one was able to 
wait on the otherso But they were surrounded by kind people and help was never 
i,..-a-::-ited when needed. Rev. Guard's first wife died in 1868 when the children 
we~e very young. In 1872, his second wife was stricken with spotted fever 
and died. The family of children were yet a great care and he was suffering 
from rheumatic difficulties.. He married Miss Anna Frances Edschker of Camden 
in 1873. 

The territory occupied by the Camden Pastorate was full of Lutheran 
material. Many points could be taken up and made of great advantage to the 
r.u the ran Church. It waa not long until, instead of three regular churches, 
Rev. Guard had five other preaching places. Every other week he would leave 
hJr:1e on Saturday morning, ride twenty miles, preach that evening and three 
tl;nes on the following Snnday. This he did for nearly eight years. This work 
re~ulted in new congreeations. So, after preaching services on May 16, 1874, 
Revo Guard asked to have the Camden Charge divided and pointed out thA neceRsity 
of it and the opportunity that it would provide to serve new fields. The 
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division was not realized until three years later. 

On July 31, 1875, the members of Mt. Pisgah met for the purpose of taking 
action on building a church to be located in Clinton Township of Cass County at 
the crossroads .of Shidlers and Dodds, to belong to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church but to be free for all other denominations to use when not occupied by 
the Lutherans. Solomon Rice, Jacob Slaybaugh, and Michael Reed were the 
committee appointed to solicit funds. On October 23, 1875, after services 
were held at the Yost Schoolhouse for the new church, Abraham Shidler, Michael 
Reed, Andrew Dodds, Jacob Slaybaugh and Henry Whipperman were appointed on the 
building committee. On January 1, 1876, this church was organized with 29 
members by the Rev. Guard and was named Ebenezer. During the summer a very 
beautiful brick church was erected at a cost of about $2,000. The building was 
dedicated in the fall of the same year, with the Rev. Joshua Crouse preaching 
the sermon. 

On June 10th, 1876 the Rev. Guard insisted upon the reorganization and 
establishment of the Sabbath School at Mt. Pisgah. 

St. John's Lutheran Church was built northwest of Ebenezer in the fall 
of 1877. The congregation was organized March 22, 1878 with 22 charter members· 
by the Rev. Guard. Their building was dedicated on March 24, 1878. 

It now became very apparent that the Camden Charge would have to be 
divided. On December 21, 1877, the Council of Mt. Pisgah and Ebenezer met in 
joint session to seek a parsonage for the new charge. A committee composed of 
Daniel Rey, Jacob Slaybaugh, Charles Whipperman, and John Hinkle were appointed 
to ascertain the best place for a lot on which to build a parsonage. Two 
weeks later the committee reported three propositions and after some deliber
ations accepted the offer of Robert McCain. He proposed to lease ten acres 
of land on the Old Michigan Road for ten years and furnish timber on the 
ground for the parsonage, if the church would build the house. H. Plank and 
John Hinkle were appointed from Mt. Pisgah and Andrew Dodds and Charles 
Wipperman from Ebenezer to secure funds to build. The parsonage was built 
by Joseph Hankee at a cost of $535a Mt. Pisgah received $100 as their share 
of the Camden parsonage and the division of the Camden Charge went into effect 
on June 1, 1878. It was a mutual agreement, both sides being willing to have 
the division made in order to lessen the burdens of the pastor and give 
opportunity to occupy severRl new points which needed attention. 

The new charge known as the Rock Creek Parish, composed of the Mto Pisgah, 
Ebenezer and Sto John's churches, called the Revo Guard to be their pastor. 
He and his family moved into the new parsonage on June 4, 1878. 

The Mt. Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized on March 26, 1880 
by the Revo Guard in the village of West Sonora (Deer Creek) with a membership 
of forty-two. This made four churches in the Rock Creek Parish. As the lease 
on the McCain property expired, Rev. Guard moved to a rented house on the south 
end of Deer Creek. He resigned the parish on October 27, 1889. 

The Revo Guard spent nearly twenty years of labor as pastor of the 
Lutheran Churches in Carroll County, Indiana, during which time he preached 
2,020 sermons, besides frequent lectures and addresses, received into the 
churches nearly 600 new members, organized four congregations, built five 
new churches and one parsonage, married 175 couples'> bri.pti z.<;[t l~? chi_ldrcn anil 
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preached 251 funerals. During Rev9 Guard's ministry, our oldest living member, 
Mrs. Mahala Hinkle Stephen, was received into the church by the rite of Baptism 
at a "protracted meeting" session. The date was January 1, 1875. 

The Rev. G. V, Walker came on June 1, 1890 and continued a profitable 
ministry until December 1, 1891. Rev. T. A. Pattee came to the parish on 
May 1, 1892 but due to ill health had to relinquish the field in October of 
that same year. Rev. Divens (or Diverse?) served the parish in 1893 and the 
Rev. Emil Schultz supplied for a period of three months. He was a bachelor 
and resided in a log house north of the John A. Downham residenc~. 

About this time the St. John's and Ebenezer congregations had a considerable 
loss in membership which was caused by their nearness to Logansport and they 
finally closed. Many members of these two congregations joined St. Luke's in 
Logansport, while oth.ers returned to the fold of Mt. Pisgah. 

In 1896, the Rev. M. L. Exline came to the parish. During his pastorate 
Mrs. Daniel McCloskey and Mrs. Samuel Zeck came from Mt~ Olive to help organize 
a Ladies Aid Society. Mrs. Exline had just recently organized one at Mt. Olive.· 
Mrs. Mahala Stephen was elected president. It is uncertain how long this 
organization functionedo The Western Conference of the Northern Synod of 
Indiana met at our church on May 18-20, 1897, and the Ladies Aid served the 
dinners at this meeting. Revo Exline resigned in 1897. 

The Rock Creek~ Parish and the Walton Parish were united in about 1898, 
probably because of financial reasons. This again made four congregations in 
the charge. The ministers covered the field by horse and buggy, often times 
spending the night at the home of members of these congregations, namely: Mt. 
Pisgah, Mt. Olive, St. Paul's and Shiloh. The parsonage was located at Walton. 

Rev. J. A. Burkett came in February of 1898. He was the first pastor of 
this united piai.sh o During his pastorate it became necessary to make repairs 
to Mt. Pisgah In 1901, funds were secured through the efforts of Daniel Ray, 
F. C. Fiedler~ ruce McCain and Charles Rice. These repairs consisted of 
underpinning the church, the building of a belfry annex and belfry and the 
filling in of the church yard. The belfry was built by James Cohee. Rev. 
Burkett resigned in 1902. 

The Rev. George O. Ritter served the parish from November 2, 1902 until 
1906. He held the first catechetical class that is known in the church. Anna 
Downham, Erasma Downham, Lillie Huston, and Leroy Robeson were confirmed from 
this class on August 2, 1903 Mt. Pisgah's share of Pastor Ritter's salary 
was $150. 

The Rev. Courtland Miller preached his first sermon on May 19, 1907. "The 
Book of Worship," the official Hymn book of the General Synod of the Evangel
ical Lutheran Church in the United States was purchased during his pastorate 
and also the first set of individual Comrm.mion glasses were purchased and used. 
Pastor Miller served until 1911. 

In 1912, the Walton Parish was again divided into the Walton Parish and 
the Rock Creek Parisho Mt. Pisgah and Mt. Olive felt able to support a pastor. 
The Rev. J. A. Burkett returned as a supply pastor during the years of 1912 
and 1913. He was retired at that time and lived in Logansport. Rev. W. W. 
Horn of Walton Parish supplied occasionally. The Rev. Morgan L. Webb of 
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St .. Peter's Church in Camden supplied for a few services in 19140 

The Rev. C~ M. Wachter came to serve the parish on May 1, 1914 and remained 
until 1917. On June 15, 1915 he moved into the rented house of Mahlon Robeson 
which was next to the Mt. Olive Church. 

The Old Frame Church was in need of repairs and the congregation was 
growing and so in about the year of 1914, under the leadership of Pastor Wachter, 
solicitors were appointed to raise funds for a new church building. On the 
evening of October 21, 1914 the solicitors reported a total of $3,811. A 
motion was made that a new church be built and this met with unanimous approval 
but it was decided that the solicitors would be given additional time to raise 
funds to bring the total up to $4,500. It was also decided that the new 
building should not exceed $8,000 and that the old church should be sold before 
the contract for a new one was let. The old church was to remain intact until 
the new church was ready for use. The Building Committee visited various 
churches and looked at their plans. On January 15, 1915, the building com
mittee met with the contractor, Mr. Turner, and decided to erect a church on 
the plan of the Center United Brethren Church (east of Deer Creek) with a slate 
roof and a belfry. Mr. Turner's sketch for the new church was accepted and 
Mr. Rosenbush, an architect, drew up the plans. 

Before the new church uas built an agreement was reached with Jerry Kerns 
to give him $40 for repossession of the part of the acre in his field that had 
been donated to the church but had through the years been taken from the church 
by land owners who had crowded their rail fences on to the church propertyo 
A quit-claim deed was given by Mro Kerns to the churcho It was recorded April 
27, 1915 in deed record 75, page 88 at the Carroll County Recorder's office. 

On March 10, 1915 the trustees and the building committee opened and 
examined the bids on the new church. W. H. Turner's bid of $9,800 .for the new 
church and $200 for the old church was accepted. 

On May 16, 1915, the cornerstore was laid for the new church. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Morgan L. Webb and the Revo W. W. Horn assisted in 
th8 service.. The cornerstone ceremony was conducted by the Rev. Wachter. In 
the cornerstone were placed a tin box containing a Holy Bible, five dollar 
gold piece, daily newspapers, and clippings and advertixements of the bid. 

On October 31, 1915, the new church was dedicated to :the Worship of God 
with services in the morning and sermon by the Rev. Yarger, basket dinner at 
noon, afternoon service with address by the Reverends M. L. Webb, Lotus Aspy, 
Milo Wood, and W. W. Ziegler, .and the dedication service in the evening with 
the Revo Wo W. Horn bringing the message. 

Church officers and committees at the time the church was built were: 
Rev. C. M. Wachter, pastor; Isaac W. Cohee ruid Charles A. Dietz, elders; 
Samuel D. Smith and Earl A. Downham, deacons; Isaac W. Cohee, Mahlon D .. Robeson, 
John Po Hinkle, trustees; Isaac W. Cohee, Mahlon D. Robeson, John P. Hinkle, 
Leroy Robeson, Charles A. Dietz (treasurer), Charles Best, Jacob Yeakley and 
Samuel Stephen, building committee. Mahlon D. Robeson was appointed superin
tendent for the new church building and Leroy Robeson the recording and 
financial secretary. 

During the construction of the new church, the contracto.t' kopt his F:uppJios 
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in the old church arid made it necessary for services to be held in the one room 
Rock Creek School Building. The old church was moved to the northwest corner 
of the church yard, after the new church was completed, and was eventually 
torn down. 

The pews for the new church were purchased from the American Seating Co. 
($465), Rollo Paden did the interior decorating, ($165), John West installed 
the gasoline lights ($115), Eruce Martin drilled the well ($111), and the first 
furnace was installed ($115). But the first furnace would not heat the building 
and so the dealer removed it and a double furnace was installed in the center 
of the church basement ($300). 

It was in 1919, about five or six years after the idea of the new church 
had originated that all debts were completely liquidated and the notes were 
burnt. The estimated total cost of the building was $15,000, including 
donations of time and materials. 

The first funeral in the new church was that of Mrs. Mary Hunter Wright 
on January 21, 1916. 

The Rev. H. B. Shank accepted a call and was installed on the first 
Sunday in July in 1918 and preached his farewell sermon on September 20, 1920. 
lie lived in a rented house on the south end of Deer Creek. 

It was in 1920, that the General Synod and the General Council and the 
United Synod of the South were united to form the United Lutheran Church in 
A!11erica. Our church, Mt. Pisgah, became a part of the merger of the Synod of 
Northern Indiana, The Olive Branch Synod and the Chicago Synod which formed 
the Michigan Synod. 

The Rev. F. L. Lineberger preached his first sermon on June 5, 1921 
and served until 1924. He lived in a rented house known as the Wright property 
on the east end of Deer Creek. Later this house was purchased for the parsonage. 

It was during these years that all the di.shes, silverware, and cooking 
utensils were stolen from the church kitchen and the rugs donated by Mrs. Riley 
Stephen were stolen from the chancel. 

The Rev. S. D. Steffey came on April 4, 1926 and served until April 28, 
1932. He died suddenly at his home after delivering the baccalaureate sermon 
for the graduating class of Deer Creek High School. While here, Rev. Steffey 
had shade trees placed in the church yard and also peonies, roses and shrubs. 
He conducted the first Daily Vacation Bible School at Mt. Pisgah in June of 
1927. About 87 children were in attendance at this school. Our Sunday School 
attendance reached 100 many times while he was here. The church was redeco
rated in 1928 and the gasoline lights were replaced with electric lights. Mrs. 
Steffey remained in Deer Creek until the time of her death and both have been 
laid to rest in Rock Creek Cemetery. 

In 1934 the Michigan Synod and the Indiana Synod agreed to limit their 
roundaries to the state boundaries and therefore Mt. Pisgah became a member of 
the Indiana Synod of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

The Rev. Ralph D. Wheadon, D. D., of Logansport, supplied the parish 
occasionally during this vacancy until the Rev. Albert C. Burger came to his 
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first pastorate here on July 29, 19340 He preached his farewell sermon on July 
25, 19370 

The Rev" Carl Sorensen served the parish from November 18, 1937 until 
October 20, 19400 The first couple to be married in the new church were Hazel 
Rice and Ray Gilbert and they were married following the Children's Day 
Exercises in the evening of June 12, 1938 by the Rev. Sorensen. On Easter 
Sunday, 1939, "The Common Service Book" was used in The Service. Fifty of these 
hymnals were purchased and the cost of each hymnal was paid by individual 
families. About 15 years had elapsed since the Lutheran Liturgy had been used. 
Pastor Sorensen was the first pastor to wear a robe and this he began in June 
of 1939. A new constitution was adopted Jnnuary 29, 1939 and an effort was made 
to place the names of all church members in a New Church Register because the 
old record book had been lost. Easter Sunrise Services were held at Mr. Pisgah 
for the first time with thE; joint parish choir singing from the balcony. Janet 
Smith and Anna Florence Downham were the first pupils ~o attend the Lutheran 
Summer School at Lake Wawasee and ·they· ·shared a cottage with the Wal ton Parish. 

~~:c:cy after Pai;tor, Sorensen had left, the Rev. G. Charles 
~ Goering, Do Do, supplied a f'ew times\ and it was during this period that the 
j'~chancel was changed. The railing around the chancel was opened at the center 
~ ~the ar_~ gl.~~ .cros~ ... was raised and an al tar and lectern wer~_ installe_g.. ·-

~..J' ( The ma:terials for the altar were donated by Omer Gangloff from materials and 
~ 'i seats from the St. John's Church building which he had purchasedo The altar 
~ ~ was construct;~.-~J"---~~r-~_A ·~DQ~hg.m . .and Roy Yeakley ~d wa~ completed February 

S- 15, 1941. )Then tlie cliurch was redecorated .. - The taole which served for the 
~ Sunday Schdol Secretary's Desk and Communion Table was refinished and is now 

-:.--~ used as the Secretary's desk. A new furnace was purchased and installed at 
the rear of the church basement. 

The Reva H. L. Greenawalt came to the parish July 1, 1941 and served 
faithfully until his health failed and he died in August, 1946. Through the 
interests of Pastor Greenawalt, our church entertained the Central Conference 
of the Indiana Synod. At the Laymen's Banquet, September 15, 1942, the Rev. 
Franklin Clark Fry, D. D., of Akron, Ohio, spoke. Later this same Dr. Fry 
became president of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

Fred Fiedler started his preparation for the Gospel ministry in September 
of 1947 when he entered Wittenberg Collegeo He is the first member of our 
church to enter the full time service of Christo Last Year, 1951, Fred entered 
the Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio, and now is a Middler in that 
school. At present he is doing field work in Western Canada" 

Miss Helen Huston, another member, left in 1946 to spend 5 years as a 
teacher at the Konnarock Training School, which is a Lutheran Mountain mission. 

The Rev. Georr.e W. Schuette of St. Peter's in Camden served as a supply 
pastor for a brief time during this vacancy. 

In June of 1947, the Parish purchased the property of Pauline Cornell, 
located on State Road 29 at the north end of Deer Creek, and remodeled the 
house for a parsonage. The old parsonage was sold. The unneeded acreage of 
the new property was sold to Ross Fry and this left the Parish with parsonnge 
property of 212 feet by 175 feeto 
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The Rev o T. L; Hert.enstein accepted his first pastorate here in July of 

1948. During his past.orate 'the envelope system was again reinstated after a 
lapse of about 30 year·s. 

The prepa.rntion for. the celebration of the Centennial was begun with the 
appointment of a financ1al committee to secure funds for a thorough recondi
tioning program. This committee consisted of Samuel Sinn, Cleon Smith, Eldon 
D. Robeson and Evadue C~~pbell. This committee was very successful in their 
efforts and the reconditioning program got under way. The basement was given 
a coat of waterproof paint, the floors were sanded and finished, the interior 
of the church was redecorated, a new carpet was laid, the roof was repaired, the 
outside windows and doors were repaired and paintedi a parking area and drive 
was added to the church yard and the general landscaping of the church grounds 
was begun. There are many steps in the reconditioning program that will have 
to be taken as additional funds come in. These steps include pointing of the 
outside of the building~ and a contin~ing repair program. 

The Indiana Synod purchased her own church camp, Camp Luthet-wald, on South 
Twin Lake near Howe, Indiana, in 1949. Wayne Downham was the first person to 
attend this camp in 1951 from Mt. Pisgah. Mrs. Janet Hertenstein attended the 
first Women's Missionary Retreat held at this camp in 1950. Miss Pauline E. 
Robeson and Mrs. Mary Shriver attended the first Church Music Conference at 
Camp Lutherwald in 1951 and Miss Helen Huston was the first from our Sunday 
School to teach at Camp Lutherwald in 1951. 

. '·CJL~~ 
The\nembership at the close of the one hundred years was 155 baptized, 

106 confirmed and 87 communing. The church ent0red.the second hundred years 
with a prayer that God may continue to richly bless her as He has in the past 
and that Mt. Pisgah may be fruitful and multiply. 

The Centennial observance of the organization of Mt. Pisgah Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, August 28-31, 1952, and printing of the church history were 
highlights of the pastorate of the Rev. Theodore L. Hertenstein who served 
from July 1, 1948, to May 15, 1953· During this time ten folding banquet 
tables and three dozen chairs were purchased. 

A retired Lutheran pastor, Faul H. Stahl, D. D., of Sharon served the 
parish during the vacancy. 
~· 

;: Rev. Leslie C. Schulz was pastor from July 15, 1954, until September 
5, 1956. During this fruitful pastorate a Baldwin organ was purchased and 
sed for the first worship sePvice on June 10, 1956. 
___,,--~-

Mrs. Howard (Joyce) Smith was chairman of the organ committee and served 
with the instrument committee comprised of Mrs. Raymond (Mary) Shriver, Miss 
Pauline Robeson and Mrs. Beulah Deitz, who were the first organists, and the 
fund committee, Mrs. Walter (Merita) Downham, Mrs. Joe (Louann) Starkey, 
William Yeakley, Mrs. Charles.(M8:ry) McNulty and George Downham. 

A children's altar was made of material from seats of the old church by 
Eldon Robeson, Walter Downham and Howard Smith; four blackboards by Samuel Sinn, 
Frederick McCloskey and Earl Downham; cabinet for new paraments purchased for 
the altar, pulpit and lectern, and also a cabinet for children's department by 
Eldon Robeson and John T. Downham; and chureh school tables were reconstructed 
for the children. The basement floor was tiled and walls painted by members. 
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A dozen chairs were bought for the primary department, toys for the nursey 

(established in 1954), and ping pong, darts, checkers, and other games for all 
ages. The buzzer system was installed. 

Lu~her League girls assumed responsibility of arranging for altar flowers. 
The League made outdoor figures and animals for the creche at Christmas. 

The church was tuck pointed at a cost of $2,200. Two new bronze tablets 
were placed on the exterior front. The one over the cornerstone was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Downham in memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Downham. The other named the trustees and building committee of the church 
and was given by their descendants. A ditching program with new tile was 
completed in the church yard. 

At the parsonage the parish projects included an oil burner conversion 
unit installed in furnace, upstairs refloored and parsonage resided, attic 
insulated, back porch enclosed and a new cement front porch added, 12 ft. freezer, 
and a mimeograph machine and special typewriter. 

The Parish Women's Missionary Society provided a partial Patron and Protege 
for a kindergarten teacher in Japan and books were added to the society's 
library. 

Members of the church co-operated with the Ladies Aid Society in serving 
meals in a tent at the first Prairie Far~er-W.L.S. Farm Progress Show October 
7-8, 1954, at the Miles Martin farm near Camden and cleared $500. The Ladies 
published a cook book and served the Deer Creek High School Junior-Senior 
.reception banquet in 1955. 

Grandchildren of John and Mary Jane Hinkle, who donated the land for the 
church site, gave an outdoor bulletin board in memory of their grandparents 
and it was built and assembled in 1955 by their cousin, Earl A. Downham. 

The Revo Robert Obekehr was pastor from May, 1957, to February 1, 19590 A 
church library was established and a special Lutheran Evangelism Mission was 
conducted with teams visiting all members and persons related in anyway to the 
congregation. The membership was 202 baptized, 152 confirmed and 102 communing. 

The Woman's Missionary Society changed it's name to United Lutheran Church 
Women as set up by the United Lutheran Church in America. 

Calvin Carter was a delegate to the National Luther League convention in 
Kansas. Luther League boys made an Ad~ent Wreath, a project which continued 

-each year. 

The church inaugurated regular usher service and acolytes and the women 
assumed the altar careo 

The sweeper and hot water heater were_purchased. The iron railing on 
exterior of church was donated by Mro and Mrso Luther Cohee. Mrs. J. Clifford 
Updegraff and her son, Rev. Alfred Updegraff, and family donated an Altar 
Bible in memory of her late husband, J. c. Updegraff. 

Curtis Johnson, a seminary student, was 1959 summer supply pastor. Dr. 
Paul H. Stahl and seminary students supplied again during the vacancy. 
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In 1959 a dartball team was organized and played in the Carroll County 

Church Dartball Leagueo 

The parsonage was completely remodeled in 1960 by Skiles Construction 
Company of Camden. 

Revo Donald H. Schambow served the parish from June l, 1960, to September 
1963. The new Service Book and Hymnals were dedicated June 19, 1960a In 
1961 it was voted to use wedding bulletins for weddings. An Altar Service 
Book was given by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Farrer in memory of her parents, Mr.,and 
Mrs. Riley Stephen. 

A new sign was erected at the intersection of county Road 800-N with 
Indiana 29. The Ladies Aid Society donated a New American Flag and adopted a 
patient from Logansport State Hospital. The Ladies Aid voted to join the U.L.C.W. 
and this became effective in October 1962. A nursery was opened in the south
west basement room with speaker system installed to receive the Worship Serviceo 

Miss Suzanne Fiedler, a member, graduated from Wittenberg College with 
a degree in Religious Education in 1961. She served as Director of Religious 
Education in a Lutheran Church until her marriage to Kent Hahn. 

Carl Robeson was awarded the Pro Deo et Patri Award at the February 11, 
1962, worship service. The award is given by the National Lutheran Committee 
of Scouting to a Lutheran Scout in recognition of the recipient's service to 
God and Country. He worked over 150 hours during a period of one and a half 

·\;:f1 years under the guidance of Pastor &nambow, 
~Y 

f\j 
:l 

')". ,:,,·,~\~\. At the beginning of Pastor Schambow' s pastorate Holy Communion was 
_;; . ,; · \\\-IC'' administered monthly, instead of quarterly as had previously been the custom. 
\:-\'"' ~; Use of cor:miunion record cards was begun. ~~~-~_!_~~,~t 
I l G~Jl' ~:!ci!~e~:ano a!_~!h_e le_~_front of the church.) A proJector and screen were 

Formation of the Lutheran Church in America was in 1962 and the Long Range 
Program of Parish Education was introduced in the Church School Classes. 

The church was re-roofed and cement walks and front steps repaired. A 
new type envelop with opportunity to designate funds to General, Benevolence 
and Building Funds was introduced. The Carthage College Choir presented an 
evening concert and members of the choir were overnight guests in the homes 
of church members. The congregation engaged in a Self-Study program with four 
phases under the leadership of Rev. James Jay Beard. 

The Rev. Robert Davis served the parish as stated supply from September 
1963 until the merger April 12, 1964, and also continued with the new merged 
church until late summer. A group from Logansport State Hospital presented 
the Christmas program. 

Activities each year included a church picnic, homecoming on the anniver
sary of the dedieation of the new church on the last Sunday in October, 
clothing drives, Christmas caroling, Bibles to Servicemen, union Easter Sunrise 
and World Day of Prayer services, Vacation Church School, support of Released 
Time Religious Education Classes in the public schools, dartball and bowling 

! 
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teams for the men, worship programs at institutions and The Lutheran magazine 
and Synod News in each home. Two-year catechism classes were taught each 
confirmation class. 

The last church council before the merger included John T. Downham,
Delbert Shriver, LeRoy Robeson Jr., Maurice Robeson, Harry Cramer, Charles W. 
Deitz, Kenneth Yeakley, George Downham and Harry Jones. Mrs. Raymond (Mary) 
Shriver and Miss Pauline Robeson were co-organists. William Yeakley was 
Church School Superintendent. 

Officers of Lutheran Church Women were Mrs. Eldon (Wilma) Robeson, 
president; Mrs. William (Margaret) Yeakley, vice-president; Mrs. Delton 
(Phyllis) McVay, secretary; and Mrs. Roy (Hazel) Yeakley, treasurer. 

Officers of the 1963-64 Luther League were Carl Robeson, president, David 
Marcellino, vice-president; Caren Gangloff, secretary; Mary Louise Deitz, 
treasurer; and Cynthia Gangloff, pianist. Miss Pauline Robeson was adult 
advisor. 

Mto Pisgah's total proposed budget for 1963 (not including benevolence) 
was $6889.500 Of this amount $2,567 was for pastor's salary, $300 for his 
utilities and $433 for his car expense--a total of $3,300. This was Mt. 
Pisgah's two-thirds share of his total salary. Mt. Olive, the other church in 
Rock Creek Parish, contributed the other one-third. The parsonage expense 
was shared equally between the two congregations. 

At the time of the merger, the attic of the church was used as a storage 
area for excess materials and supplies. 

In researching for material to complete a brief history of the church, 
it was found that the secretary's records for the year before the merger had 
been burned as they were not in a book. At another period in the church 
records were lost. 

At a public meeting of Logansport area churches on May 13, 1963, possi
bilities and advantages of merging were consideredo Following the meeting, 
Harry Jones and Joe Starkey were elected from Mt. Pisgah to serve on the 
"Steering Committee for Area Parish Development" which required attending 
numerous meetings with officers of Synod, an official of the Board of American 
Missions representing Town ·and Country Department; joint councils and several 
calls to members of the other churches. 

On December 8, 1963, five churches of the area voted for proposed mergers. 
Each council appointed . members to four committees. Committeemen from Mt. 
Pisgah were: Name and Constitution-Kenneth Yeakley, Mrs. Orville (Evadue) 
Campbell, and John Ta Downham; Site and Facilities-Charles W. Deitz, Harry 
Jones and Joe Starkey; Pastoral Relations-Maurice Robeson, William Yeakley, 
and Mrso Raymond(Mary) Shriver; Finance and Budget-Robert Gangloff, George 
Downham and Harry Cramer. 

The first business session of the new congregation was April 5, 1964, at 
7 p.mo at Mt. Pisgah. 

The first worship and constituting service of the new merged church was 
on April 12, 1964, at 10:30 a.m. in the Mt. Pisgah Building. The new church~ 
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named Faith Lutheran Church, was organized and constituted with Mt. Pisgah 
contributing 204 baptized members, 153 confirmed, 112 confirmed and in good 
st.andj ng_ .ana 98 ~ommuning. 

1852 REMINISCENCES 1952 

For a long time there were no musical instruments and no church choir. 
Talented men, like George Spangler and Daniel Ray were the song leaders. The 
day finally came when Alice Robeson (Hinkle) and Jesse Ray (Tripps) traveled 
with horse and buggy to raise money to purchase an organ. The funds were 
raised in one day. The organ was first played by Alice Robeson(Hinkle) and 
Jessie Ray(Tripps). Sometime before 1915, the present Church Piano replaced 
the organ. The first hyrnn books were words only with the meter given. The 
first pulpit Bible ~sed in the church was stolen and had to be replaced. This 
Bible is worn but is still stored in the church. 

A glass bowl with stem and cover was used as a baptismal font and was 
filled with water from a glass pitcher. The font is still in the possession 
of the church. The wine at Communion Services was first served from a single 
Chalice similar to a Goblet. The bread for the Communion was home-made and 
cut into small squares. The bread was later replaced with the wafer. 

In times passed, people walked, rode horseback, or came to church in a 
springwagon or buggy. A wooden platform with three steps was built at the 
southeast of the church along the road. The buggies and wagons would drive up 
and let the occupants out and also pick them up from this platformo Often 
times the boys would sit on these steps until called in for Sunday School. 
Hitch racks for horses were at a distance around the church. Socials were held 
in the Old Plank School across the road to the southwesto 

The well was not drilled on the church grounds until the new church was 
begun and so in order to scrub the church, water was hauled in a barrel on a 
sled from the Daniel Ray farm. 

/~-;_~eking over the records it was interesting to note the difference 
/in the way the church business was carried on then and now. The Council of 

/ the church took a very prominent part and met often. If a member of the church 
/ neglected church attendance, attended dances or places of amusements, used 

U
ofance language, gambled or denied any doctrine of the church, or did not 
tend Communion, they were summoned to appear before the council of the church 

· answer to the charges. Upon the decision of the council, the accused was 
ther allowed to remain in the church or was expelled for a period of time. 
-·~., 

At the last service in the old church, Easter Sunday, April 4, 1915, 
twenty-three persons were received into membership and two children were 
Baptized by Rev. Wachter. 

Charles Dietz and Emma Vernon were the only couple known to have been 
married in the first church. 

M:EMORIALS AND GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 1952 

The Stained Art Glass Windows (purchased from Flanagan ruid B0ioenweg 
for $410) were donated by the following: "ThP Goon Shepherd" window by ·the 



2 f 
Sunday S:ehool; "Christ in Gethsemane" window by the Ladies Aid Society; Rev. 
Co M. Wa.chter; Mro and Mrs. John A. Downham and family; Mr. and Mrs. John P. 
Hinkle and·family; Dr. and Mrs. W.W. Horn; Andrew and Eleanor Hunter; Henry 
and Le9h, Stovever;. Mr. and Mrs. 1 Mahlon Robeson; Mr. and Mrso George Hummel; 
Mr. and Mrs. John 'Bowman; In memory of J. B. Cohee nnd wife by C. L. Cohee and 
family; In memory of Rev. John L. Guard by his sons; In memory of George. 
Spangler and family; In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Plank; and In memory of 
Daniel and Margaret Ray, and In memory of Henry Spangler and family. 

·' 

An American Standard Version Pulpit Bible was given in Memory of Mr. and Mrso 
Ephraim Fry. 

The Candelabra were given by Irene Downham (Sinn). 

The Pulpit and Lectern Lamps were given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Cohee 
by Mr. and Mrs. Luther Cohee. 

The Piano (for church basement) was given by John L. Bowman. 

The Tract Rack was given by the Willing Workers Sunday School Class~ 

The American and Christian Flags were given by the Sunday School and the 
Memorial Day Committee. 

The Stand for the Offering Plates was given by Mrs. Ruth Stephen. 

The Throw Rugs (formerly used in the chancel now in a Sunday School room) 
were given by Mrs. Ollie Stephen and Mrs. Estaline Farrer. 

The Green Paraments were a gift to the church from the Ladies Aid Society. 

The Lutheran Road Marker was a gift from the Sunday School. 

The Baptismal Font was given by Charles and Emma Dietz. 

The Lectern Bible was a gift from the Rock Creek Cemetery Memorial Day Committee. 

Contribution for Rest Room by Mrs. Mahala Stephen. 

Rug for Basement Sunday School Class Room was donated by Mrs. Charline Robeson. 

The Bulletin Board was donated by the Sunday School. 

The Hat and Cont Rack was made ruid donated by Earl A. Downham 

The Kitchen Sink was a gift by Mr. and Mrs. Luther Cohee. 

The Bookcase was given to the church by Mr. and Mrs. William Yeakley. 

The White Paraments were a gift to the church by the Truth Seekers, Bible 
Class, and Pastor nnd Mrs. Hertenstein. 

The Missal Stand was given in memory of" Mrs .. 01 Iic St~ph.Pn hy Mrc_ F.stnlinP 
Farrer. 
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The Sanctuary Lighting Fixtures were a donation from the Smith family-•Samuel 
D. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Cleon Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Smith and daughters. 

A Baptismal Bowl was given in memory of Charles Alan Campbell by Mr. and Mrs. 
Leighton Osborne. 

The Floor Covering for the Narthex is a gift from Mrs. Mahala Stephen. 

The Hall and Sacristy Carpet wera donated by Mr. and Mrs. Floyd L. Stephen. 

The Electric Sweeper was a gift from Mr. & Mrs. Luther Cohee. 

The Altar Vases and Candlelighter were a gift from the Luther League. 
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HISTORY OF ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The development of the Lutheran Church in this connnunity 
covers a period cf history extending back ae far as 1856, at 
which time Lutheran Mi~laters. ·pegan occassional visits thDough 
Southern Ca.ss Cct~~nty, .holding s-e:rvices in private homes and in 
School buildings. One of these was the Long School House in 
Washingt~n Township. 

Pastors of the Shiloh Lutheran Church in Walton held ser
vices in this school buil~ing at appointed time8, until the 
arrival of Rev .. S ... P '· S:".:i.;rC:er, pas tor of the Wal ton church, May 
1, 1876, at this time it was thought best t·o c~ ro p services at 
t~J.e Leng School Hottse and start regular services in the Center 
School, at the location of the later Washington Township School. 
Prior to this, a Sund~.y School had been conducted in the School 
House under the .l·3acer·ship of Oliver E. Baughman. Services were 
begun by Rev. Sn·yder in. May, 1876, with marked success. In De
C9mber, 46 people united with the Church and steps were made 
f'or a permanent organization. 

On January 14, 1877, this community of believers met and 
organized by th.a·, election of Elders, D. Herr, William Long and 

. :: Oliver E. Baughman; Deacons, Aaron Long, Robert M. Carney and 
, J?.mes Miller'; Treasurer, Oliver E. Baughman; and Se ere tary, 
R~bert M. Carney. 

A plot of ground was donated by William Condon, and steps 
were taken at once to start building a Church edifice thereon. 
The building comni ttee consisted of Oliver Baughman, Peter Herr, 
Robert Ca.rr..'9y, Jatnes Miller ~d William Condon. The building was 
dedicated February 17, 1878; :'.:Rev. s. P. Snyd<:3r assisted by Rev. 
Hugh Wells of North Manchester, conducted the dedication ser
.vices. 

The cost of the building was $2,500.00. It was a white 
frame building facing west, about one hundred feet from the 
road. The acre cf ground provided space for a hitching rack on 
~ach side of the building. Center doors opened into a wide 
oenter aisle leadh:g to the rostrum. This was a platform one 
step high that extended entirely across the rear of the church. 
T~is rca trum acoomoda ted the pulpit and two a::.--m chairs. The 
choir later sat on one side. This space accomodated the annual 
Children's day exArcises and the Christmas program with its 
large, lighted tree. 
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A large stove set on each side of the building about half 

way back with the stove pipe running beneath the ceiling to 
the chimney at the rear of the building. Ordinarily these stoves 
were comfortable if one did not sit t'o close. The men and boys 
sat ~n one side of the aisle and the women, girls and little 
children sat on the 'ther. Squat, clear glass coal oil lamps 
set in metal brackets were attached to the side walls. Later, 
a vestibule and bel.fry was added to the middle of the front of 
the church building. On a clear Sunday Morning, its sweet sound
ing bell along with that of Blue Ball and Ramer Churches, could 
be heard over the countryside for several miles as a reminder 
of the Sabbath. 

This building was destroyed by a tornado, the night of March 
21, 1916. Under the leadership of Rev. s. D. Steffey, the congre
gati'n began the plans for rebuilding, immediately. A building 
committee, consisting ~f Harry Nicodemus, Fred Herrick, W. D. 
Condon, Harry C •. Jones, J. J. Mehaffie, George Schneider, Henry 
Gangloff, Henry Peters, Bert Nicodemus, William Sharp, John Wat
son and John Millman, began plans at once. Much of the work 
was d.,ne by members and friends. The whole community as well 
as the membership of the congregation, took an active-interest 
in the erection of the new Church building. Dedicatory services 
were held ~n Sunday, April 22, 1917, under the charge of Pastor 
Steffey, assisted by former pastors, Rev. Courtland Miller and 
W. w. Horn. The cost of the material and labor for the new brick 
church was $5,700.00. This was paid for by the year 1919. This 
was the building that continued to serve the community until the 
merger was completed. 

It is impossible to compile a complete list of pastors 
but a partial list would include David Smith, 1856; J. N. Bar
nett, 1860-62; S. P. Snyder 1878-82; J. C. Jacoby, 1884-86; 
Levi Rice 1886-90; A. C. Fryberger, 1893-94; H. D. Herald 1895-
97; J. A. Burkett, 1897-1901; George Ritter, 1902-06; Courtland 
Mille~, 1907-11; W. W. Horn, 1911-16; s. D. Steffey, 1916-22; 
W. F. Barnett, 1922-26; Allen Trout, 1926; J. F. Eshbaugh, 1927-
28; Richard Trojan, 1929-32; Paul Recker, 1933-38; L. Paul 
Mueller, 1938-39; P. W. Hanshue, 1940; B. L. Straup, 1940-47; 
Edward Barry, 1948; Rev. Brede, 1949; Rev. Woodward, 195i; 
Rev. Schmitt, 1952-54; Keith Kinney, 195$-60; and Roy Fisher, 
1960-64. 

From 1899, Mt. Olive, Mt. Pisgah, Shiloh (Walton) and St. 
Paul Churches were united in the Walton Charge. In 1914, the 
Parish was again divided leaving St. Paul and Shiloh Churches 
together in the Walton Parish. In March, 1960, these two churches 
divided into individual parishes .. Rev. Wick, President of Ind
iP.na Synod, then met with the St. Paul ccnf;.·:-egation, March 20, 
mJd suggested the possibility of merger d ,: G to the shortage of 
pas tors. A Self-Study Program of four pha~ ~; 8 began in October, 
1960, and continued until March 1962. Rev. Beard came from Ft. 
Wayne repeatedly to explain, outline and aid in this program. 
This study emphasized the difficulties of St. Paul continuing 
as a. unit. 
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In 1961, meetings of the counci~ members or other repre

sentatives of St. Paul Church and Grace Lutheran Church of 
Logansport, were held. 1hese meetings continued until 1963, 
sometimes with Dr. Hoog leading the discussion, but no agree
ment could be reached. From that time on, although, Grace 
Lutheran Church and St. Lukes Church of Logansport council 
members and church representatives met with the St. Paul Coun
cil, the meetings more and more emphasized the possibility of 
merger with Mt. Olive and Mt. Pisgah Churches. 

Finally at the December 9, 1963, Council meeting, the fol
lowing Committees and Alternates were selected: Site and Facili
ties: Paul Jones, John Laym!ln, William Gangloff and Earl Burk; 
Constitution and Name of Church: Julia Barber, Opal Morgan, 
Clarence Mehaffie and Chalmer Condon; Budget and Finance: Paul 
Layman, William Barber, Robert Kiesling and Betty Bell; Pastorial 
Relations, Jesse Morgan, Charles Mehaffie, Donald Purdue and 
Edward Layman. These committees met with like committees of Mt. 
Olive and Mt. Pisgah Churches to make final plans for a merger. 

The final Church Council meeting for St. Paul Church was 
held on April 6, 1964. Merobers included Paul R. Jones, Donald 
Purdue, John w. Layman, Charles Mehaffie, Jess Morgan, Robert 
Kiesling, Paul Layman Treasurer, William Barber and Chalmer 
Condon, with Rev. Roy L. Fisher presiding. 

Final services at St. Paul Church were held on Sunday, 
April 5, 1964. Special Services were held in the afternoon with 
visitors and former members in attendance. 

Thus, after about 88 years, the ministrations of St. Paul 
Church to the community and the congregation, socially as well 
as religious, ceased. Its founders had built well. 
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PROCEEDINGS WHICH LED TO THE MERGER. 

On January 25, 1962, there was held a meeting of the Church 
Councils of Mt. Olive, St. Paul and Mt. Pisgah, at Mt. Pisgah, 
for the purpose of discussing any future relationship between 
the three churches. Those present were Rev. Sbbambow, Rev. 
Fisher, Eldon Robeson, Joe Starkey, Bill Yeakley, Delbert Shriver 
George Downham, Harry Jones, Orville Campbell, Everett Chapman, 
Ted Sidenbender, G~rge Arion, Jr., Myrle Williams, Geneva Hum~ 
mel, Paul Jones, Charles Mehaffie, John Layman, Jesse Morgan, 
Don Purdue and Jim Sharp. Dr. Wick, President of the Indiana 
Synod presided and those present discussed areas of church work 
in which the three congregations might work together in order 
to more effectively witness for Christ in the community. The 
areas suggested for stud;( and ooopera ti on were Luther League, 
You.th Choir, Sunday School" ''Teacher Training, Evangelism. and 
Women's and Men's Organizations. Dr. Wick finally advised each 
congregation to complete the third phase of our Self-Study and 
to plan to meet again. 

This second meeting of the three church Councils was held 
March l, 1962, at Mt. Pisgah where they went on record as fav
oring and planning for a Joint Training School for TeaAhers 
and Leaders of the New Educational Material. 

A meeting, sponsored by Synod, was held March 13, 1962 
at Grace Lutheran Church in Logansport to explain the new ma
terial to the congregations of Mt. Olive, Mt. Pisgah, St. Paul, 
Grace and St. Luke. 

The first session of the Lutheran Leadership Training 
School·as planned at the March 1, 1962 meeting of the councils 
of the three congregations, was held at St. Paul, May 28, 1962, 
The meetings were held each week for six weeks and alternated 
between the three churches. Pastor Schambow conducted the clas
ses. The books studied were - "Our New Church", nHelping Young 
People and Adults to Know the Bible". 

On may 13, 1963, a meeting was held at St. Lukes, Logans
port, to discuss Parish Development. All officers and members 
of St. Lukes, Grace Logansport, St. Paul, Mt. Pisgah and Mt. 
Olive were invited and urged to attend. Pres. Walter M. Wick, 
of the Synod, Sr. Beryl Mourer, Sec'y. of Town and Country 
Work, Board of American Missions, Pastor George Hoog, Ass•t. to 
Dr. Wick and other officials of the Synod were there with 
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statistics, explanations and answers to questions. It was de
cided to appoint a Steering Committee of two members from each 
of the five congr13gations to explore the possibilities, and 
try to work out some plan for the future. 

On June 27, 1963, Pastor Hoog met with the Councils of Mt. 
Olive, Mt. Pisgah and St. Paul. On July 1, he met with the Coun
cils of Grace and St. Luke. The purpose of these meetings was 
not to make any decisions but to discuss thoroughly all pos
sibilities for strengthening the work of the churches. 

The Steering Committee for area Parish Development (or 
Parish Realignment) met at Grace Lutheran Church, Logansport, 
July 14, 1963. The Committee recommended that two congregations 
be formed in the Logansport area, one church whose ministry 
would be directed to the Rural area, south of Logansport. This 
recommendation was to be presented to the respective councils 
which in turn would present it to their respective congregations 
with special effort made to see that each member understood 
the situation. This plan was carried out and an opinion vote, 
in each congregation, on the recommendation was carried out 
in August. The vote was favorable. The Steering Committee, 
after several meetings, then presented the following Resolu
tion of Merger to the Joint Councila of the five churches, in 
a meeting October 28, 1963 at Grace Lutheran Church: 

. "Be it Resolved: That St. Paul, Mt. Pisgah and Mt. Olive 
"congregations merge and consolidate to form one new congreE§a
tion and each congregation shall appoint three representatives 
to serve on each Joint Committee, to carry out the details of 
the consolidation. Such committees shall have full authority 
to act on behalf of eaoh congregation. 

Be it further Resolved: That th~ Merger shall be effec
tive on or before June 30, 1964 and that the joint committees 
appointed by each congregation shall work in connection with 
Synod and each Joint Committee shall be authorized to engage 
legal counsel to prepare the necessary documents in connection 
with such merger and consolidation. 

Resolved: That t.hi:s vote shall be taken Dec. 8, 1963" 

The following members from Mt. Olive were appointed to 
serve on the Joint Committees named to carry out the merger 
plan: 

Building & Site Committee: 
EVerett Chapman, J:-E!. Stewart, Lois Wallace. 

Constitution & Name Committee: 
Geneva Hummel, Alice Larimore, Gene Knight. 

Pastoral Relation & Nomination of Councilmen Committee: 
-· Forrest Hummel, Leonard Chapman, Robert.Herr 

. I 
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Budget & Finance Committee: 

Myrle Williams, George Arion, Jr., Ted Sidenbender. 

The vote on the Resolutien. of Merger was taken on Dec. 8, 
1963 by Mt.' Olive under the direction of Rev. Robert A. Davis, 
Supply Pastor. 

The vote of Mt. Olive and as reported from the congrega
tions of St. Paul and Mt. Pisgah was as follows: 

Mt. Olive • 15 Yes 
Mt. Pisgah - 46 Yes 
St. Paul - 30 Yes 

4 No 
10 No 

2 No 

1 abs ta.ining · 
1 abstaining 

Jan. 6, 1964, Pastor Hoog presided at a meeting of the 
Church Councils & Committees, at Grace, Logansport, A general 
plan and time schedule was discussed. 

Jan. 16, 1964, a meeting of the four Joint Committees, 
met at Mt. Pi~gah with Pastor Hoog in charge. Each Joint Com
mittee met separately under Pastor Hoog 1 s direction and instruc
tion. Since all work could not be accomplished in one evening, 
another meeting with Pastor Hoog at Mt. Pi~gah was scheduled for 
Feb. 13, when each committee completed its work. 

Feb. 24, 1964, a meeting with Pastor Hoag in charge was 
held at Mt. Pisgah. This was attended by the members of the four 
Joint Committees and the Councils of the three Congregations. 
Each committee made a report of its work. Joe Starkey was ap
pointed Secretary of the Meeting. After the reports there were 
questions and explanations given. Those present from St. Paul 
were: Rev. Fisher, Paul Layman, Cha.lmer Condon, Paul Jones, 
Charles Mehaffie, Wm. Gangloff, Don Purdue, John Layman, Betty 
Bell, Earl Burk, Wm. Barber, Julia Barber, Jesse Morgan, Opal 
Morgan. From Mt. Olive, those present were: Myrle Williams, 
Geneva Hummel, Forrest Hummel, Ted Sidenbender, J. E. Stewart 
and from Mt. Pisgah, those present we~e: Joe Starkey, Harry 
Jones, George Downham, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., Harry Cramer, c. W. 
Deitz, J. T. Downham, Evadue Campbell and Mary Shriver. 

April 5, 1964 at 7:00 P.M. at Mt. Pisgah was held the first 
business meeting of the new congregation. At this time, a name 
"Paith" Lutheran was chosen, a Constitution was adopted and nine 
Councilmen, three from each congregation, were elected. They were 
Joe Starkey, J. T. Downham, Maurice Robeson, Don Purdue, Jesse 
Morgan, Paul Jones, Forrest Hummel, Ted Sidenbender, J. E. Stewart. 
J. T. Downham became President of the Council, Joe Starkey, 
Secretary, Forrest Hummel, Financial Secretary and Don Purdue, 
Treasurer. Mary Shriver and Pauline Robeson were chosen Organists. 
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- COMMITTEE REPORT -

The. Finance & Budget· Committee, at the Mar. 1, 1964 meeting, 
examined the financial reports of .Mt. Pisgah, Mt. Olive and St. 
Paul for the year 1963 and herewith submit the following report: 

In order to obtain some kind of guide-line for preparing 
the Proposed Budget, this committee felt it necessary first to 
prepare certain exhibits showing the total expenditures for 1963 
and the total cash assets at Jan. 1, 1964. The figures shown in 
these exhibits reflect actual a.mounts as submitted by the Trea
surers of the three churches. 

The Building & Site Committee reported the following re
connnendation: Hold worship services at the Mt. Pisgah build
ing on or before June 30, 1964, for a period of one year, after 
which time we will begin a building program of either build
ing onto Mt. Pisgah or a new building and site, according to 
our strength. We also recommend the use of the parsonage in 
DAer Creek for our Pastor. The recommendation was amended to 
rsad April 12 instead of on or before June 30, and was voted 
on, which vote was carried unanimously. 

This committee realized that the exhibits contained herein 
may be subject to change 1 due to the fluctuation of income and 
expenses since Jan. l, 1964, therefore it will be necessary for 
t~e new Council to consider the changed-picture at the time of 
02~anization. Those changes, however, should not have any appre
ci~ble effect upon the attached Proposed Budget. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Finance & Budget Committee 
(Merged Church) 

Bob Gangloff - Chairman 
Bill Barber - Secretary 

Geo. Arion, Jr. 
Betty Bell (Alternate) 
Harry Cramer 
Geo. Downham 
Bob Kiesling 
Paul Layman 
Ted Sidenbender 
Myrle Williams 
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- COMMITTEE REPORT -

. ..- ~ . . ~ 
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- RECOMMENDATIONS BY COMMITTEE -

(1.) This committee believes that an Every-Member-Visitation 
is needed, and should be initiated on the first Sunday fol
lowing organization, to obtain pledges in support of the 
Pr-oposed Budget. We suggest that the new Council conduct 
said Visitation accordingly. 

(2.) We further recommend, in addition to regular pledges for 
current expenses and apportioned benevolence, that pledges 
he obtained for the now-des igna tad "Building Maintenance 
Fund." The Proposed Budget calls for an amount of $1,850.00 
needed for improvements at the parsonage and the Mt. Pisgah 
Building. The Merged-Church already has $820.80 in this 
fund, therefore it appears that $1,029.20 should be raised 
by special pledges. If this fund can be supplemented it 
will mean that the Savings now at Depositories ($8,561.55) 
can remain untouched, as a reserve for other purposes 
such as new building construction. 

(J.) In order to obtain simplicity of meaning we recommend that 
the fund now designated in this re port as the "Building 
Maintenance Fund" be changed to read "Repair & Improvement 
Fund", and that the Savings in Depositories be designated 
as the "Building Construction Fund." 

(4.) We also suggest that the new Merged-Church-Treasury be set 
up to include all receipts and bills pertaining to Sunday 
School collections and expenses and that all former Sunday 
School bank accounts be discontinued. (This procedure is 
now being practiced in many churches. The Sunday-School
Treasurer, however, still functions in the capacity of 
keeping proper records and submits all receipts and bills 
to the Church-Treasurer for final action by the Council. 
This system makes for better accounting by simplifying the 
ordering of supplies and eliminating one bank account.) 
We further urge that the new Church-Treasurer set up the 
parsonage expenses, such as utilities, property insurance, 
etc., in a manner apart and separate from church expenses, 
on all future reports. 

($.) /This committee is of the opinion that a complete inventory 
: of assets be made at an early date after organization, 

partly for insurance purposes, and that all unnecessary 
assets be sold or disposed of in an expedient manner, at 
the discretion of the Council and with the consent of the 
Congregation. We also urge that an accurate inventory of 
assets be maintained thereafter, showing all additions, 
depletions, and dispositions. 
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( 6.) We urge tbe members of the new Council .to thoroughly 

study and. acquaint themselves with the complete contents 
of this Btid get Report, including the exhibits, and es -
pecially the recommendations listed above. If the Coun
cil ad.heres to this report they should so inform the new 
Treasurer of all changes that would affect his records and 
re ports. 

- PROPOSED BUDGET -

FOR GENERAL FUND EXPENSES: 

Pastoral Services: 
Pastor's Salary (As proposed by Synod) 
Pastor's Insurance & Pension " 
Auto Expenses of Pastor " 
Supply Pastor (Two Weeks) 

Total Pastoral Services 

" " 
" If 

Operating Ex!enses: 
Fuel bi ls (Mt. Pisgah bldg. & parsonage 
Elec trio bills " " " " 
Insurance-Property " " " " 
Supplies & Misc. (Sunday-School excluded) 
Custodian Salary (@ $10.00 per week) 
Recording Sec'y. Salary (.@$3.00 per wk.) 
Synod Expenses (Delegates) 
Telephone at parsonage 
Unapportioned Benevolence 

Total Operating Expe~ses 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENSES 

$ 

$ 

5,000.00 
5DO.DO 
600.00 

60.00 
6,160.06 

500.00 
150.DD 
350. 00 
650.00 
520. 00 
156.DO 

6_5.00 
90.00 

300.00 
~- ?.1..7.~l .•. ~g .. 
$ 8,941.00 

(The above proposed portion is for current expenses only, and 
does not include apportioned benevolence. This proposal is 
down $1,172.24 as compared with the 1963 expenses submitted 
by the three churches.) 

FOR BUILDING-MAINTENANCE EXPENSES: 

Repairs & Improvements to Mt. Pisgah bldg. & 
parsonage 
Less: Cash in .Adoummulated fund 

$1,850.00 
820.80 

TOTAL BUILDING-MAINTENANCE EXPENSES - - - - $1,029.20 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



- PROPOSED BUDGET CONT. -

PROPOSED BUDGET (Condensed): 

General Fund (For current expenses) 
Building Maintenance (Repairs & Improvements) 
Building Construction (No proposal at this time) 
Apportioned Benevolence (See asterisk *) 
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$ 8,941.00 
1, 029 .20 

-0-
-D-

TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET (excluding Apportioned Ben.)$ 9,970.20 

~~ {To be determined after organization, according to 
number of assessed members) 

On Sunday, April 12, 1964 at 10:30 A. M. at Mt. Pisgah, 
the new Faith Lutheran Church of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of 
the Iiuthe.ran Church in America was officially organized and con
stituted under the direction of Rev. George Hoog who represented 
the President of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. At this time, all 
baptized and confirmed members of the three merging congregations 
became, automatically, members of the new church, unless they 
had previously asked for a letter of transfer. Two letters of 
transfer were granted by Mt. Olive. 
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HISTORY OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The first business session of the new congregation of Faith Lutheran 
Church was at 7:00 P.M., April 5, 1964, in the former Mto Pisgah 
Church Building. The first meeting of the new council occurred the 
same evening. J. T. Downham was elected as Vice-Chairman; Forrest 
Hummel, Secretary; and Don Purdue, Treasurer. Other members were 
Jesse Morgan, Paul Jones, Ted Sidenbender, J. 3. Stewart, Maurice 
Robeson, and Joe Starkey. 

The first worship service of the new church was on April 12 at 
10:30 A.M. with Rev. rbbert Davis in charge, assisted by Rev. Roy L. 
Fisher and Rev~ George Hoog. The program was as follows: 

Prelude 

Hymn 

The Service 

The Introit 

Gloria Patri 

The Collect 

The Epistle 

The Alleluia 

The Gospel 

The Apostle's 

Hymn 

The Sermon 

The Offering 

Creed 

Mrs. Mary Shriver 

No. _521 

Page 41 
Page 90 

Page 43 
Page 90 

Page 90 

I Peter 20: 21-25 

Page 5 

No• 392 

The Reverend Roy L. Fisher 

Reading of the Congregational Roll 

Statement of Faith 

Dearly beloved: In Holy Baptism you were received by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and made members of his Holy Church. In 
accordance with our Lord's command, you have been instructed 



in the word of God and led to the knowledge of His will and 
of His gracious Gospel, and you now desire to unite the heri
tage of past congregational life in common confession of your 
faith as this day you become Faith Lutheran Church, Logans
port, Indiana, I therefore, ask each of you: 

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his 
ways? 

Answer: Yes, I renounce them. 

Do you believe in the triune God as confessed in the 
Apostle's Creed and Nicene Creed? 

Answer: Yes, I believe. 

Do you promise to abide in this faith and in the covenant 
of your baptism, and as a member of the church to be diligent 
in the use of the means of Grace and Prayer? 

Answer: I do, by the help of God. 

Is it your desire that this merger be consurnated this day? 

Answer: We, tho confirmed members of St. Paul's, Mt. 
Pisgah, and Mt. Olive Lutheran Churchos of Logansport, 
Indiana, having taken proper action in our respective congre
gations to merge and become one congregation of tho Indiana
Kentucky Synod on April 12, 1964, do now worship and thank 
God for the past years of blessing and guidance and pledge 
ourselves together to worship and praise Him above all things. 
Wo are desirous of tho proper education in the faith for our 
children. vfo are also desirous of fellowship with our 
neighbors and friends in the faith. 1ro this end we pray 
Godts guidance and leadership. 

On the basis of this your confession and the action taken 
by Mt. Olivo, Mt. Pisgah, and St. Paul's concregations, I do 
declare those congregations merged into Faith Lutheran Church, 
Logansport, Indiana, in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of tho Holy Spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Triune God and merciful Father, who workost in us to will 
and to do tho things that ploaso thee: Confirm we beseech 
thoe, the work which thou hast begun in these thy servants: 
That abidingin tho communion of thy Gospel nothing may lead 
them away finmtheo; but that in joyful obedience to thy word 
they may even know thee more perfectly, love thee and serve 
thee in every good word and deed, through Jesus Christ, thy 
Son, our Lord. Amen 

Hymn 443 
A Forward Look - The Reverend Robert Davis 

Installation of first council - The Reverend George Hoog 



An Upward look - The Roverond George Hoog 

Prayer 

Beno diction 

Hymn 

Postlude 

Officiants today 

The Reverend Roy L. Fisher 
The Reverend Robert Davis 
Tho Reverend George Hoog 

The confirmed members of the now church included: 
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Antionette Andry, Jarnos Andry, George Arion, Jr., Marjorie Arion, 

Mac Baber, Barbara Baer, Richard Baer, Bill Barbor, Edward Barbor, 
Julia Barbor, Phyllis Barber, Jessie Basil, Judith Beckley, Betty 
Bell, Hal Bell, Stella Bell, Clarence Boyer, Mary Louise Brant, 
Robert Brant, Ruthford Brant, Sandra Brown, Bertha Burk, Earl Burk, 
Jim Burk, Anna Burkhart, 

Joseph Caldwell, Barbara Campbell, Evaduo Campbell, Orville Campbell, 
Richard Campbell, Byron Carter, Calvin Carter, Clayton Carter, Marie 
Carter, Darrol Chapman, Dean Chapman, Everett Chapman, Holen Chapman, 
Leonard Chapman, Fern Cohoe, Luther Cohee, Chalmcr Condon, Dorcas 
Condon, Loren Cook, Harry Cramer, Ruby Cramer, Harriot C~itchfield, 
Charles Cunningham, Ed Cunningham, Flossie Cunningham, Lucy Cunning
ham, Lulu Cunningham, 

Aaron Deel, Charles W. Deitz, Jorry Deitz, Kathryn Deitz, Mary Louise 
Deitz, Evorott E. Dillon, Laura Dillon, Barbara Downham, Cassio Down
ham, Earl Downham, Elizabeth Downham, Elizabeth Downham, Esther Down
ham, George Downham, Jane Downham, John T. Downham, Lillie Downham, 
Mary Downham, Morita Downham, Robert Downham, Thoodoro Downham, Walter 
Downham, Wayne Downham, 

Ernost Farrer, Esteline Farror, Irene Farrer, Edith Fiedler, Ernest 
Fiedler, Euna Fiodlor, LewisFiodlor, Linda Fiedler, Michael Fiedler, 
Minnie Fiedler, Myra Fiedler, Richard Fiodlcr, Fred Foreman, Lois 
Foreman, John Fry, Myles Fry, Ross Fry, 

Caron Gangloff, Cynthia Gangloff, Edwin Gangloff, Florence Gangloff, 
Henry Gangloff, Mary Gangloff, Maude Gangloff, Olivo Gangloff, Omer 
Gangloff, Robert Gangloff, William Gangloff, Jim Grandstaff, Mary 
Grandstaff, Robert Grandstaff, Maggie Gursonrnoyor, 

Ellan Herr, Emmott Horr, Harold Herr, Juno Herr, Lawrence Herr, Robert 
Herr, Frod Herrick, Nancy Hicks, l'farilyn Hile, Paul Hile, Robert Hilo, 
Wayne Hilo, William Hile, Esther Hizer, Harold Hizer, Linda Hizer, 
Forrest Hummel, Genova Hummel, Robert Hurd, Bossie Huston, 

Darlotta Jones, Genova Jones, Harry Jones, MA.o .Jon.n-s . ..- Mar.gs.Pot ,_Tonos, 
Pat Jonos, Paul Jones, Tom Jones, 



Kronta Kollor, Joanno Kiesling, Robert Kiesling, Thelma Kiesling, 
Frances Knight, Gone Knight, Lorone Knight, Virgil Knight, Margaret 
Kobel, Alan Kruger, Gladys Kuszmaul, 

Dick Lamb, Glen Lamb, June Lamb, Mark Lamb, Mildred Lamb, Jorry 
Lantz, Maggio Lantz, Thomas Lantz, Alico Larimore, L. M. Larimore, 
Jr., Larry E. Larimore, Terry Larimore, Vora Mae Larimore, Charles 
Layman, Claudia Layrnan, Dana Layman, Ethol Layman, Gerald Layman, 
John Layman, John David Layman, Linda Layman, Paul Layman, Ralph 
Layman, Ronald Layman, Stanley Layman, Holen Leffert, Anita Lowis, 
Dick Lowis, Eileen Lowis, Jay Lewis, Mildred Lowe, Esther Lyons, 

Bertha McCain, Mabel McCain, Clarice HcCloskoy, Frod McCloskoy, 
Phyllis McCloskey, Richard McCloskoy, Carolyn McDaniel, Ethel Mc- -
Fatridgo, Ira McFatridge, Charlos McNulty, Frod McNulty, Gordon 
McNulty, Mark McNulty, Mary McNulty, Delton McVay, Phyllis McVay, 
David Marcellino, Anna :Martin, Charles Martin, Don Martin, Dora Marti; 
Jim Martin, Karen Martin, Phil Martin, Renno Ma.rtin, Charles Mchaffie 
Clarence Mchaffie, David Mchaffie, Frank Mehaffio, Jonnie Mchaffie, 
Mark Mehaffio, Paul Miller, Doris :Million, Richard :Moon, Ruby Moon, 
Shirley Moon, Willard Moon, Carolyn Morgan, Josso Morgan, Opal Morgan,. 
Huth Ann Morgan, Susan Morrow, Carl Myers, George Myers, May Myers, 

Jano Waters Nohor, Ronald Neher, George Otis Nico, Bert Nicodemus, 
Grace Nicodemus, Dixie Norris,Don Norris, 

Robert Paul, Tom· Paul, Donald Purdue, Eleanor Purdue, Marsha Purdue, 
Sandra Purdue, 

Jane Raderstorf, Betty Reinke, Alfarata Rico, Lowis Rice, Robert Loo 
Richason, Juanita Roberson, Carl Robeson, Charline Robeson, Eldon 
Robeson, Leroy Robeson, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., Lloyd Robeson, Maurice 
Robeson, Paulino Robeson, Wilma Robeson, Connio Rush, 

Ruth Shaffer, Alan Sharp, Albort Sharp, Jim Sharp, Lula Sharp, Myron 
Sharp, Sam Sharp, William Sharp, Bettie Shodron, Dickie Shodron, Dikk:' 
Shedron, Jan Shodron, Pearl Showal tor, Carolyn Shriver, Clifford 
Shriver, Delbert Shriver, Joo Shriver, Jane Shriver, Mary Shriver, 
Raymond Shriver, Eva Sidenbonder, Tod Sidonbondor, Harold Slusser, 
Larry Slusser, Cleon Smith, Howard Smith, Joyce Smith, Patty Smith, 
Foggy Smith, Richard Smith, Ruth S..'11ith, Sam Smith, Charles Spangler, 
Lillie Spangler, Vora Spangler, Dorena Spitznogle, Pearl Sprinkle, 
Hazel Starkey, Joo Starkey, Louann Starkey, Nathaniel Starkey, Nancy 
Stitt, Eugene Stephen, Floyd Stephen, Francis Stephen, :Merl St0phon, 
Ruth Stephen, Doris Stewart, John c. Stewart, John E. Stewart, 

Mario Tylor, Eldon Unger, Floyd Vernon, Hulda Vernon, Jack Vernon, 
Mary Vernon, 

Bonnie Walker, George Wallace, Goldie Wallace, Juno Wallace, Lois 
Wallace, Vernie Wallace, Carl Waters, Gerald Waters, Joan Waters, Ma~ 
Jane Watson, Abraham Williarns,Jr., :Myrle Williams, Russell Williams, 
Alta Wilson, Clarence Wilson, J.oanetto Wolf, Kevin Wolf, 

Mary E. Yakoy, Carl Yeakley, Doan Yeakley, Evelyn Yeakley, Freda 
Yeakley, Gary Yeakley, Hazel Yeakley, Konnoth Yoak.loy, Loo Wayne 
Yeakley, Lona Yeakley, Margaret Yo&kley, Mary Yeakley, Roy Yeakley, 
Thomas Yeakley, and William Yeakley. 
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On May 5 tho council and tho Property Committee mot with Mr. Godfrey 
Yeager, Synod attorney, and Pastor Hoog, Assistant to tho President 
of Synod, concorning incorporation and property transfers. I-Ir. 
Yeagor stated that sinco St. Paul Church was incorporated but Mt. 
Olivo and Mt. Pisgah wore not, the best way to incorporate Faith 
Ghurch wns to file Articles of Reorganization of St. Paul Church. 
In tho articles tho name of St. Paul would bo changed to Faith Luther
an Church. In transferal of property, now deeds had to bo made by the 
trustees of each of the former churches to tho trustees of tho D3W 
church. Stops wore taken to do this. It was reported that tho now 
church constitution had boon approved by tho Synod. Mrs. Mary Shriver 
and Miss Paulino Robeson wore appointed church organists. 

On May 6 the council voted to sell St. Paul Church and move equipment 
to Faith Church or store the property not needed in Mt. Olivo build
ing. 

At tho April 24 council mooting tho socrotary was instructed to have 
tho names of the council recorded at Delphi. Tho treasurer was now 
bonded and legally enabled to carry on his work. Tho former Building 
and Sito Committee was now to be called tho Property Committee. Tho 
members wore Everett Chapman, chairman, J. E. Stewart, Lois Wallace, 
Paul Jones, John Layman, William Gangloff, c. w. Deitz, Harry Jones, 
and Joe Starkey. 

Tho Worship Cammi ttoo wn.s .. narnod as follows: Ethel Layman, chairmo.n, 
Maudo Gangloff, Geneva Hummel, Geneva Jones, Leonard Chapman, and 
J. T. Downham. 

Tho Finance Comrnittoo consisted of Kenneth Yeakley, chairman, Don 
Purdue, George Arion, Jr., and Robert Kiesling. 

Tho Stewardship Committee members woro Chalmor Condon, chairman, Don 
Purdue, Orville Campbell, Evadue Campbell, Ronald Layman, Linda 
Layman, and Rolon Chapman. 

Tho Evangelism Committee included Eldon Robeson, chairman, Wilma 
Robeson, Margo.rot Kobel, Louann Starkey, Myrle Williams, Pearl 
Sprinkle, Charles Mohaffio, and Maurice Robeson. 

Tho Social Ministry Cornmittoo mombors wore the Pastor, chairman, Fred 
and Clarice McCloskoy, Don and Betty Boll, Orner and Florence Gangloff, 
and Josso and Opal Morgan. 

All loose money received at worship sorvices will bo divided one third 
to tho General fund, the Benevolence fund, and tho Repair n.nd Improve
ment fund. All undosignatod money in envelopes will go to tho 
General fund. It was recommended that all organizations reorganize as 
soon as possible. 

Tho Third Annual Convontionor·tho Indiana-Kontucky Synod wn.s hold at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, May 11-14. On Monday afternoon at 
2 :oo P .M., May 11, Mr. m d VJ.rs. Forrest Hummel and Chalmor Condon 
participated in tho service of the receiving of Faith Lutheran Church 
in full momborship into tho Indiana-Kentucky Synod. 

Since Rev. Davis asked that a perm.anent pastor be chosen as quickly 
as possible, interviews and trial sermons started n~CJ nn.:rly [l.FI Apri 1 lf.. 



In Jurio, with tho assistanco of Dr. Keyser and tho Parish Education 
Committoo, tho Sunday School was roorganizod. Nine classes woro 
formod as follows: Nursery, up to ago 4; Kindergarten, ago 4 and 5; 
Primary, grades 1-J; Junior, grades 4-6; Intormodiato, grades 7-9; 
Senior, grndos 10 to marriage; Adult, marriage to ago 40; Adult, ago 
40-60; and Adult, ago 60 and ovor. Tho committee docidod that tho 
Sunday School would start using tho new material prepared by tho LCA, 
in September. 

(On July 16, tho congregation in special meeting after worship service, 
iVOted to sell St. Paul Church and property to the Calvary Baptist 
Church for $62500 The sale was approved by the council on August 9. 

Reorganization of the various organizations occurred during the Spring 
and Summero The Lutheran Church Women organized with 34 members 
enrolled5 Wilma Robeson was elected president, with Eleanor Purdue 
as vice-president, Elizabeth Downha.rn as secretary, and Maude Gangloff, 
treasurer. Committee chairman were: Faith and Life, Clarice McClosk~ 
Outreach and Fellowship, Lois Wallace; and Christian Action, Louann 
Starkey. The group applied for and received membership in the Luthera 
Church Women of the Lutheran Church in America. The membership was 
divided into two groups meeting on the second Tuesday of each month. 

The Sunday School organized with William Yeakley as superintendent and 
Mrs. William Barber as secretary. 

The Luther League officers chosen were Caren Gangloff, president; 
Phyllis Barber, secretary; June k'"tmb, treasurer, and Cynthia Gangloff, 
vice-president; and Mr. and Mrs. c. W11 Deitz, sponsors. 

The constitution of the new L.c.w. was approved, and incorporation 
papers were filed with the Secretary of State,Indianapolis, and re
corded in the Recorder's office, Court House, Logansport. 

It was decided that Faith Church and its auxiliary organizations would 
have one treasurer. All organizations were nsked to turn their money 
and bills over to the church financial secretary. Each organization 
would have its own budget. The treasurer of each organization was to 
continue to function in the capacity of keeping proper records and 
submit all bills and receipts to the financial secretary of the church 
Communion would be observed the first Sunday of each month. 

On September 6, Rev. Albert Nyland, upon invitation, met with the 
council and Pulpit Committee. He conducted vesper service that 
evening. The congregation voted on September 13, to extend n call to 
Rev. Nyland, and on September 21 he accepted the call to be effective 
October 16. On November 1, Pastor Hoag installed Rev. Nyland during 
the worship service. 

William Barber and Chalmer Condon were appointed to fill vacancies on 
the council. 

The annual congregational meeting was conducted January 10, 1965. A 
carry-in supper at 5:00 P.M. was followed by the business meeting at 
6 :45 P .M. . 

Officers of the council remained the same while Harry Jones was 
elected as a member. 
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Paulino Robeson, Pat Jones, and Mary Shriver were added to the Worship 
and Music Committee. Harry Jones was plc.ced on the Property Committee. 
Marilyn Hile became a member of the Stewardship Committee and Wilma 
Robeson became a member of the Evangelism Cormnittee. A Christian 
Education Comrnittoe was created. Members were William Yeo.kley, 
chairman, Forrest Hummel, Julia Barber, Wilma Robeson, Harry Jones, 
Eva Sidenbender, Evadue Campbell, and Caren Gangloff. 

Luther League officers included Cynthia Gangloff, president, Gary 
Yeakley, vice-president, Edward Barber, secretary, and Sandra Purdue, 
treasurer, and Mr. and Mrs. c. w. Deitz, advisors. 

The L.c.w. officers and loaders were Wilma Robeson, president, Eleanor 
Purdue, vice-president, Mrs. J. T. Downham, secretary, and Maude 
Gnnglo.ff, trellsurer. Johanna Group, :Mrs. Nemo Kobel, lender, and 
Eve Group, Mrs. William Barber, lender, Mrs. William Yeakley, assistn.rr! 
leader. 

Sunday School officers and teachers included Harry Jones, superinten
dent, George Downham, assistant, and Julia Barbor, secretary. 
Teachers were Marilyn Hile, Betty Bell, Opal Morgan, Mrs. George 
Downham, Carolyn Shriver, Eleanor Purdue, Louann Starkey, Maude 
Gangloff, Forrest Hummel, and LeRoy Robeson, Jr. 

Thus it can bo seen that the first year for tho new church was an 
unusually busy one for the congregation and all organizations. 

In 1965, Vacation Bible School was held jointly with tho Deer Creek 
Presbyterian Church. The church entered a subscription to tho 
11 Lutheran 11 for every homo in which someone communed the past year at 
Faith. $600 was set as a goal for the Luthoro.n Development Fund. A 
guost register and additional music was ordered. 

On August 3, 1965, the council discussed plc?.ns for having o.n architect 
survey the present church building with possible expansion in mind. 
So on September 7, John Bowman of Medland and Bowman, Logansport, met 
with the council and his firm was retained to oxamine tho building. 
This was done soon after. 

The year 1965 wns uniquely threaded by th~ congregation's opportunity 
to help tho Rov. and Mrs. Paul H. Stahl, D.D. (Stella) celebrate two 
wonderful occasions in their lives. On Sunday, June 13, 1965, the 
Stahls, who in retirement had become residents of the Sharon community 
in Carrollton Township of Carroll County, celebrated their Fiftieth 
Wedding Anniversary. During tho worship service on this day the choir 
and co~gregation join~d in an expression of tribute as they sang the 
hymn, iiQ Porfoct Love". In tho afternoon we joined in tho Opon House 
held in their residence at Sharon. 

On Sunday, October 10, 1965 it was our privilege to have charge of the 
observance and celebration of Pastor Stahl's Fiftieth Anniversary of 
Ordination. The worship service was centered around our thanksgiving 
to God on this occasion. Pastor Nyland 1 s sermon was "Ordained To 
Live 11 • At 3:00 P.M. a Recognition and Appreciation Hour was held in 
honor of Pastor and Mrs. Stahl. Pastor Stahl during his years as an 
active minister served parishes in Pennsylvania and Illinois. His 
service for 20 years (1920-1940) as superintendent of Nachusa Lutheran: 
Home, Nachusa, Illinois, is of special significance. Guests wcro 



.. t+ 2 
recognized in the afternoon and special time given to the Rev. K. E. 
Irwin, D.D., of Freeport,Illinois, who was the other remaining member 
of the Class of 1915 at Sesquchanna Theological Seminary. Many of 
his family and friends from around the country were prosont. A 
spc~ial book containing letters and pictures was prepared and pre
sented to Pastor Stahl. The congregation presented him a lapel pin 
giving recognition of his Fifty Years in tho Lutheran Ministry. The 
afternoon was clos0d with a Fellowship Toa served by tho Lutheran 
Church Women. 

,..,,,,,....... 

/The 1966 congregational meeting was held on January 16. The congre
: gation voted to sell Mt. Olive Church to Mr. Paul 3hank for $3500. 
\ The contract was signed in February. 

'----Dean Hile and Charles Layman were added to the council. Harry Jones 
was elected vice-chairman; secretary, Joe Starkey; financial secre
tary, Forrest Hummel; and treasurer, Don Purdue. 

Committees for the year were as follows: 

Ch~istian Education: Evadue Campbell, chairman, Geneva Jones, Ed 
Barber, Julia Barber, Cynthia Gangloff, Sandra Purdue, Paul Layman, 
Don Bell, Louann Starkey, Opal Morgan, Walter Downham, Dean Yeakley, 
Harry Jones, and Clarice McCloskey. 

Church Property: Ted Sidenbender, chairman, Raymond Shriver, Orville 
Campbell, Leonard Chapman, John Layman, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., William 
Gangloff, Joe Starkey, Roy Kruger, and c. W. Deitz. 

Evangelism: Elizabeth Downham, chairman, VJilliam Yeakley, Gene 
Woolever, Evelyn Yeakley, Ralph E. Layman, Pearl S~rinkle, Charles 
Mehaffie, Betty Bell, Kenneth Yeakley, and Don Purdue. 

Finance: Harry Jones, chairman, Don Purdue, and Forrest Hummel. 

Social Ministry: Margaret Kobel, chairman, Eva Sidenbender, Mary 
Yeakley, Robert Kiesling, Roy Yeakley, and J. E. Stewart. 

Stewardship: P. Dean Hile, chairman, Eldon Robeson, Chalmer Condon, 
George Downham, Charles Layman, Delbert Shriver, Don Purdue, Forrest 
Hummel, Phyllis McVay, Margaret Yeakley, Treasurer, and Financial 
Secretary. 

Worshi~ & Music: Pat Jones, chairman, Everett Chapman, J. T. Downhamr 
Ronald Layman, Pauline Robeson, Mary Shri. ver, Maude Gangloff, Mary 
Gc::·11gloff, Glen Lamb, and Jean Heckathorn. 

The L.C.W. chose the following officers for 1966: Wilma Robeson, 
president; Eleanor Purdue, vice-president; Mrs. J. T. Downham, 
secretary; and Maude Gangloff, treasurer. 

Luther League officers elected were: president, David Downham, vice
president, Jill Lamb; secretary, Janine Barber, treasurer, Janice 
Yeakley; reporter, l•iary Deitz. 

Sunday School officers and teachers were: George Downham., superin
tendent, Delbert Shriver, assistant suporintondent, Lois Wallace, 
assistant superintendent, Julia Barber, secretary, Betty Bell, Fat 
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Jones, Marilyn Hile, Phyllis Layman, Mrs. George Downham, Carolyn 
Shriver, June Lamb, Betty Nyland, Merita Downham, Eleanor Purdue, 
Margaret Kobel, Margaret Yeakley, Louann Starkey, Harry Jones, Charles 
Layman, Forrest Hummel, and Evadue Campbell. Pianists were Wilma 
Robeson, Mark McNulty, and Cynthia Gangloff. 

On March 29, the council voted to recommend the following report to 
the congregation: 

BUILDING REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE CONGREGATION 

Two years ago we gave ourselves a year to get to know ourselves, know 
our strength, organize our auxiliaries, form our program and our 
activities in order to better evaluate our needs, desires, and ability 
to build facilities for a strong and active church. 

The year passed swiftly. Six months elapsed before we wero able to 
have a full time pastor. Complete organization of our auxiliaries 
came slowly. Most of the working committees of our church are just 
now getting into full operation. After two yoars we can now get a 
good look at ourselves as a functioning church. The church council 
ha3 spent several hours discussing possibilities. Some of us have 
visited churches built recently. In September the firm of Medland and 
Bowman in Logansport made an engineering survey of our church build
ing, met with the council and reviewed their report. The building was 
found to be in structurally sound condition and would warrant repair. 
According to the survey, major items needing attention included re
placing some plaster, decorating, and repair work on the windows. 
Other lesser items wore also listed. They estimatod the cost of 
making all the repairs listed in the survey at $10,000.00 to 
$15,000.00. Cost of new construction was estimated to range from 
$14.00 to $17.00 porsquare foot. This figure would not include any 
furnishings. 

Figures in square feet por individual were given that should be planned 
for various age groups when constructing an educational unit. Cal
culating our present Sunday School attendance a total of 3,100 sq. ft. 
should be available for class rooms. 

Architect fees for new construction would be 8% of the cost of con
struction. As of January 1, 1966, we have $17,211.22 in our Building 
Construction fund. 

This is briefly the information available upon which the Church 
council has to base a recommendation to the congregation. 

We feol we should not ask tho congregation to essume a financial ob
ligation larger than necessary; howevor, we should not sacrifice 
quality of construction in order to economize. Perhaps this can best 
be accomplished by considering one step at a time. Our Sunday School 
is greatly in need of more space. 

THEREFORE, WE RECOMMEND immediate steps be taken to begin construction 
of an educational unit to be built as a separate unit, but connected 
to our present building. 

WE RECOMMEND our present building be put in good repair with at least 
the major items listed in tho engineering survey being repaired. 
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Gonsidaration of construction of a new sanctuary would be deferred to 
a time in the future following construction of an educational unit to 
b0 determined by our needs,financial ability, and desires of tho 
congregation. 

IF THE ABOVE RECOMJFiENDATIONS ARE ADOPTED by the congregation, the 
council will take immediate steps to bring this program into being. 
Many things will need to be decided ranging from design, type of 
construction, material, floor plans, decorating, equipment and facil
i tios within the building, possible additional land, financing, etc. 

The congregation can provide many helpful suggestions and useful 
ideas. An apparent simple suggestion could be of greatest value. 

THEREFORE,.WE FURTHER RECO~IBIEND that each of the standing committees 
moot, discuss and submit recommendations and ideas that should be 
considored in relation to the construction and repair program that 
would pertain to their respective cornmittoos. We also recommend that 
each member of the church submit his individual suggestions and ideas. 
A period of one month would be allowed for the submitting of these 
~uggestions and ideas. 

On May 29 the congregation in a special meeting rocoived the report 
of the council and a report on tho availability of additional land. 
The congregation voted to purchase 3/4 aero of ground from Mr. & Mrs. 
Roy Kruger and about 1/4 acre from Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Shriver. 

Later, choir and acolyte robes, a robe cabinet and shelving for 
storage of Sunday Sch?ol books wore purchased. 

A November 13 congregational meeting resulted in tho congregation 
accepting the recommendation of the council to have the interior of 
tho church and basement painted, the woodwork varnishod in tho bnso
ment and tho pews and floors in the sanctuary varnished. Tho cost 
was approximately $1900. 

The 1967 annual congregational meeting was held on February 5, and 
council members elected were: LeRoy Robeson, Jr., Lee Wayno Yeakley, 
Forrest Hummel, and Joe Starkey. George Wallace filled an unexpired 
torm. Officers wore Harry Jones, vice-chairman; Joe Starkey, sec
retary; Forrest Hummel, financial socrotary; and Charles Layman, 
treasurer. Lator in the year Dean Hile became vice-chairman. 

Officers of the L.c.w. wore Pat Jones, president; Margaret Kobel, 
vice-president; Mrs. J. T. Downham, secretary; and }faude Gangloff, 
treasurer. 

Officers and teachers of Sunday School were George Wallace, supt., 
George Downham, asst. supt., Lois Wallace, asst. supt., Julia Barber, 
secretary, Marilyn Hilo, Botty Bell, Lona Y0akloy, Linda Layman, 
Carolyn Shriver, Mrs. George Downham, Betty Nyland, Etta Byers, 
Margaret Kobel, Margaret Yeakloy, Merita Downham, Eleanor Purdue, 
Louann Starkey, and Charles Layman. Pianists wore Wilma Robeson, 
Cynthia Gangloff, and Phyllis McVay. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Farrer presented new curtrdns to tho church. Th0s0 
included curtains in front of the choir Anrl in .f"r(nit, of .tho . .__n·p;n:n. 1m.d 
piano, and for tho balcony. 
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Committees for 1967 wore as follows: 

Christian Education; Harry Jonos, chairman, Evadue Campbell, Goneva 
Jones, Ed Barber, Julia Barber, Cynthia Gangloff, Paul Layman, Don 
Bell, Louann Starkey, Opal Morgan, Morita Downham, Dean Yoakloy, 
Clarice McCloskoy, George Downham, Delbert Shriver, Lois Wallace, 
David Downham, and Ralph Byers. 

Church Property: Orville Campbell, chairman, Ted Sidonbonder, Raymond 
Shriver, Leonard Chapman, John Layman, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., William 
Gangloff, Joo Starkey, Roy Kruge~, and c. w. Deitz. 

Evangolism: Wilma Robeson, chairman, William Yeakley, Mrs. J. T. 
Downham, Gene Woolever, Evelyn Yeakley, Ralph E. Layman, Pearl 
Sprinkle, Charles Mchaffie, Betty Bell, Kenneth Yeakley, Bernard 
Stephens, Virginia Marcellino, and Don Purdue. 

Finance: Vice-President of Church Council, chairman, tho Treasurer, 
and the Financial Secretary. 

Social Ministry: Tho parallel committee of L.C.W. 

Stewardship~ Goorge Wallace, chairman, Eldon Robeson, Chalmer Condon, 
Charles Layman, Forrest Hummel, Phyllis McVay, Margaret Yeakley, 
George Arion, Jr., Charline Robeson, Wayne Downham, Treasurer, and 
Financial Socrotary. 

Worship & Music: Pat Jones, chairman, Helen Chapman, J. T. Downham, 
Ronald La-yman, Paulino Robeson, Mary Shriver, Maude Gnngloff, Mary 
Gnngloff, JunoLamb, Joan Heckathorn, Hazel Starkey, and Laura Dillon. 

On October 17, a building construction 
an altornato for each. This was: 

Julia Barber 
Wilma Robeson 
Lois Wallace 
Joe Starkey 
Orville Campbell 
Roy Yeakley 
Charles Layman 
Ralph Byers 

committee was nppointed with 

Margaret Kobel 
Elizabeth Downham 
Marilyn Hile 

LeRoy Robeson, Jr. 
VJilliam Yeakley 

Russell Fiedler 

The 1968 congregational mooting was hold on January 21. Council 
members elected wore LeRoy Robeson, Jr., Goorgo Wallace, and George 
Arion, Jr. Officers chosen wore Doan Hilo, vice-chairman; Joe 
Starkey, secretary; Charles Layman, treasurer; and Forrest Hummel, 
financial secretary. 

Officers of tho L.c.w. included Pat Jones, president; Margaret Kobel, 
vice-president; Phyllis McVay, secretary; and Pat Stuphens, treasurer. 

Officers and toachors in the Sunday School included c.w. Deitz, super
L1tondent, Goorge vvallaco and Lois Wallace, as st. supt., Carolyn 
~ . .c·:"iver, socrotary, Forrest Hummel, Evaduo Campbell, Wilma Robeson, 
Relph Byo:r.s, Eldon Robeson, Louann Starkey, Morita Downham, Margaret 
Koool, Charles Layman, Etta Byers, Betty Nyland, Mrs. Goorge DownhRm, 
Lona Yeakley, Betty Boll, Marilyn Hilo, Judy Larimore, and Linda 
Layman. Pianists wore Wilma Robeson and Phyllis McVay. 
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Committce8 for tho y0ar wore as follows: 

Christian Education: Goorgo Downham, chairman, Evadue Campboll, Ho.rr"J 
Jonos, Julia Barbor, Geneva Jonos, Paul Layman, Don Boll, Louann 
Starkey, Opal Morgan, George Wallace, Russell Fiedler, Morita Downham, 
Doan Yeakley, Clarice McCloskoy, Delbert Shrivor, and David Downham. 

Church Property: Orville Campbell, Ted Sidenbender, Raymond Shriver, 
Leonard Chapman, John Layman, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., William Gangloff, 
Joo Starkey, Roy Kruger, C. W. Deitz. 

Evangelism: Lona Yeakley, chairman, Wilma Roboson, Carolyn Shriver, 
William Yeakley, Evelyn Yoakley, Ralph E. Layman, Pearl Sprinkle, 
Charles Mohaffio, Pat Stophons, Virginia Marcellino, Don Purdue, and 
Mildred Ln.mb. 

Finance: Vice-Prosidont of Church Council, chairman, Troasuror, and 
Financial Socrotary. 

Social Ministry: Chairman - Councilman, Mrs. J. T. Downham, Hazel 
Yeakley, Betty Boll, Gone McNulty. 

Stewardship: Mary Gangloff, Harry Crrunor, Eldon Roboson, Chalmer Con
dc·C1, Charles Layman, Forr0st Hummel, 1"1argarot Yeakloy, George Arion, 
Jr., Wayne Downham, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary. 

Worship & Music: Phyllis Mc Vay, chairman, Pat Jones, J. T. Downham, 
Ronald Layman, Pauline Robeson, Maude Gangloff, Mary Shriver, June 
Lar:~, Joun Heckathorn, Hazel Starkoy, Laura Dillon, and Charline 
R8l)oson. 

~i-As tho Church Council organizes for 1968, thoy will appoint from 
thoir membership council mombors to sorve on tho standing committees 
so each committoo will havo two Church Council members on it. 

Building Committee: Joe Starkey, chairman, Charles L0yman, Orville 
Campbell, Ralph Byers, William Yeakley, Julia Barber, Wilma Robeson, 
and Lois Wallace. 

On October 30 at a special mooting, the members of tho church council 
and Building Committee interviowed Mr. John P. Mitcholl, architect, 
from Danvillo,Illinois, who explained his architectural services and 
discussed bid contracts. He was to send a sketch and estimated cost 
of a proposod addition to the presont church building. 

On December 17, tho council recommondod to the congregation that they 
approve the hiring of John P. Nitcholl as architect. 

Tho 1969 congregational meeting was held on January 5. The congrega
tion accepted the rocornmondation of the council to employ Mr. Mitchell. 
Council members elected wore Ralph Byers, Doan Hilo, and Charles 
Lo.yman. J. T. Downham completed his second term in tho church council. 

Miss Paulino Robeson and Mrs. Mary Shriver have continued to be tho 
organists for tho five years. 

The L.C.W. officers for 1969 are Eva Sidonbonder, president; Judy 
Larimore, vico-prosidont; Phyllis IvfcVny, soc1 .. 0l.~u·y; and PniJ. ntc-phon8, ~ 
treasurer. 
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Mombors of the church council and committees for the year are: 

Church Council: P. Doan Hile, vice-president; Joe Starkey, secretary; 
Forrest Hummel, financial secretary; Charles Layman, treasurer; 
George Arion, Jr., Ralph E. Byers, LeRoy Robeson, Jr., George Wallace, 
nnd Loo Wayne Yeakley. 

Fifth Anniversary Committee: Carolyn Shriver, chairman, Betty Bell, 
Chulmor Condon, Harry Cramer, Morita Downham, Marjorie Arion, Eva 
Sidonbondor, Mike Sturkey, Mitch Yeakley, and Janine Barber. 

Christian Education: Ralph Byers, chairman, Evadue Campbell, Carolyn 
Shriver, C. W. Deitz, Julia Barber, Genova Jones, Louann Starkey, 
Russell Fiedler, Clarice McCloskey, Ruby Cramer, George Downham, 
William Yeakley, Wayne Hilo, and Lois Wallace. 

Church Property: LeRoy Robeson, Jr., chairman, Orville Campbell, Ted 
Sidenbender, Raymond Shriver, Leonard Chapman, John La~man, William 
Gangloff, Roy Kruger, and Don Bell. 

Evangelism: Lona Yeakl~y, chairman, Wilma Robeson, Pat Stophons, 
James Walker, Etta Byers, Goorgo Arion, Jr., and Geno Knight. 

Social Minstry: Lee Wayne Yeakley, chairman, Mrs. J. T. Downham, 
Hazol Yeakley, Betty Boll, Virginia Marcellino, Gene McNulty, Robert 
Horr, Morita Downham. 

Finance & Stewardship: P. Dean Hilo, chairman, Eldon Robeson, Margarct 
Yeakley, Charles LaJ1!nan, Forrest Hummel, Don Purdue, Howard Smith,and 
Mary Gangloff. 

Worship & Music: Phyllis McVay, chairman, Pat Jones, J. T. Downham, 
Ronald Layman, Paulino Robeson, Maude Gangloff, Mary Shriver, Jean 
Heckathorn, Hazel Starkey, LaurQ Dillon, Charline Robeson, and George 
Wallace. 

Building Connnittee: Joe Starkey, chairman, Charles Layman, Orville 
Campbell, Ralph Byers, William Yeakley, Julia Barber, Wilma Robeson, 
and Lois Walaco. 

Building Finance: Robert Gangloff, Russell Fiedler, Forrest Hummel, 
Eldon Robeson, and Julia Barbor. 

A survey of tho Parish Record for the first five years revealed the 
following facts. Additions to our memborship hnvo boen as follows: 
Infant Baptisms, 22; Young people confirmed, 30; Adults received by 
transfer from sister Lutheran Churches, 6; Adults received from other 
Christian Churches by Affirmation of Faith, 12; Adllts Baptized, 6. 
We have received into our fellowship 22 children by baptism and 7 by 
transfer with their parents for a total of 29 children received. 
Adults recoivod total 54. 
We have lost a total of 40 members.. 13 mombors have come to the end 
of their earthly life, and 27 have been transferred or released to 
affiliate with other congregations. 



The yearly Parochial Report for tho year 1968 listed 94 child members, 
240 con.rirmed (a number arrived at because these persons have shown 
interest since the merger) for a total of 334 baptized members. 206 
confirmed members partook of Tho Sacrament of Holy Communion in 1968. 
214 members.met. the constitutional requirements as active confirmed 
members. 

The members. or· Faith Lutheran .Church· -feel grateful to Rev. George 
Hoog, Mr. Godfrey Yeager and other pastors and officers of tho Indianc 
Kentucky Synod for guidance, direction, and encouragement in the 
formation of tho mor~or. 

As is invariably tho case, perhaps names of people doing important 
work for tho church; ... actions discussed and taken; and names of entire 
groups have boon omitted, but if so, it was not intentional. 

May the next fivo yours of Faith Lutheran Church bo active ones~.and 
be yea.rs of ·gr·owth,- progress, and influence in the community. 

Fifth Anniversary Committee, 
Carolyn Shriver, Chairman 
Betty Boll 
Harry·Crnmer 
Merita Downham 
Marjorie Arion 
Eva Sidenbonder 
Miko Starkey 
Mitch Yeakley 
Janine Barbor 
Cho.lmor Condon 

The compilation. of this history was made possible by the assistance. 
of Miss Pauline· Robeson, Mrs. Genova Hummel, Mrs. Louann Starkey, 
Mrs. Wilma Robeson, and Mr. C. W. Deitz. 
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