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This Publication is dedicated to the memory of 
all those wonderful Presbyterians whose efforts, 
asP,irations, determination and leadership, have 
bwlt the church to what it is today. May their in
spiration stimulate us to even greater 
achievements now and in the future. 
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HSITORY OF THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF DELPHI, INDIANA 1828-1978 

THE EARLY YEARS 

The early decades of the nineteenth century were 
marked by a growing optimism of the American 
People about the future of the nation. With new 
lands to be settled, and new challenges for the 
missionaries, we now begin our journey through 
one hundred fifty years of Presbyterian history in 
De1phi, Indiana. 

All aboard--let's go. 

In 1828, the area that is now Delphi, Indiana, had 
been settled for just a few years, and after the 
rigors of building cabins and clearing land, the 
people turned more and more to the idea of having 
permanent churches in this area. The Methodists in 
1826, started a church, and in 1828 a group became 
interested in a Presbyterian Church. Two 
ministers, Rev. James Crawford and Rev. James 
Thompson, were appointed to establish a church in 
Delphi. Their efforts were successful, for on the 
23rd day of May, 1828, the first organization of a 
Presbyterian Church on the upper Wabash was 
consumated. It was called, " THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DEER CREEK," 
which title it retained until the 22nd day of January, 
1833, when, by unanimous consent of the mem
bership, it was changed to the name, "FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELPHI, IN
DIANA," the name it has today. 

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Let us stop now and consider how ministers such 

as Rev. Crawford got to this area, for it was not by 
magic that they came from the comforts of the 
East to the rugged West. 

In 1801 the Presbyterians and the 
Congregationalists, adopted a "Plan of Union," to 
promote union and harmony in those new set
tlements which were comprised of inhabitants 
from both bodies. Both denominations used the 
American Home Missionary Society to help 
establish and maintain churches in the new set
tlements in the West. The Society was founded in 
May, 1826, as a successor to the United Domestic 
Missionary Society of New York, which was 
founded in 1822, by a merger of several smaller 
societies organized in the nineteenth century. 

The Indiana Missionary Society was founded in 
August 1822, and became an auxiliary of the 
American Home Missionary Society in 1826. The 

,... Indiana Society helped determine areas where 
ministers were needed, and recruited ministers for 
the job. The small amount of money collected by 
the Indiana Society was sent to the American Home 
Missionary Society, which paid the ministers part 

' of their salary. When a minister was sent to a new 
location, he was given fifty dollars for travel and 
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supplies. When the minister arrived, a subscription 
paper was circulated among the members of the 
congregation for their pledges of financial support. 
The amount subscribed was reported to the 
American Home Missionary Society, with the 
application for a commission. The local people 
were expected to pay three-fourths of the salary, 
and the Society would pay the rest. It was more 
often the other way around, and in many cases, the 
people did not pay what they had pledged, and a 
minister had to do some other work to support his 
family. A common salary for ministers in the 1820's 
was three hundred dollars per year. Most ministers 
served more than one congregation, and helped 
organize new churches in the area. 

No American Home Missionary Society funds 
were available for building purposes and the 
congregation would either build a church or meet 
in homes or public buildings. ' 

LETTERS TO AMERICAN HOME 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

Each minister wa.s required to. m.ake quarterly 
reports to the American Home Missionary Society 
in order to get his pay. There are 70 000 of these 
letters stored at the Chicago Theologiccii Seminary. 
These letters cover the period from 1825 to 1893 the 
year the American Home Missionary Society name 
was changed to the Congregational Home 
Missionary Society. About four thousand of these 
letters were fr~m f!linisters in Indiana, and they 
have been microfilmed and are available at 
several locations. Nearly 800 of these letters bet
ween 1825-1837, have been indexed and outlined in a 
M~sters Thesis, May, 1969, by Ware William 
Wimberly II for the Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary entitled "A Guide to the 
Letters of the American Home Missionary Society 
1825-1837. ' ' About 28 of these are letters from th~ 
Delphi Church, or from neighboring communities 
which mention Delphi. ' 

These letters reveal some of the problems of the 
new chu~ches in the area. Before church buildings 
w~re bmlt, some congregations met in the woods, 
usmg stumps and blocks of wood for seats. 
Sometimes they met in two cabins close together 
with the f~ont doors open and the preacher would 
sta~d out m the street and preach to people in both 
cabms. 

One letter reported that there was a need for 
more preachers "That can preach in the house or 
out .of th~ house, on a stump or on a barrel, in a 
c~bm or ma barn, and who can speak loudly. His 
wife must be of the same spirit. We do not want 
delicate city ladies." 



CHURCH ESTABLISHED AT DELPHI 

With this background, let's get pack to help Rev. 
Crawford and Rev. Thompson with their new 
challenge in Delphi. It appears from the records , 
that the Church at its organization was under the 
care of the Wabash Presbytery, but .in the early 
1830's it belonged to the Presbytery of Crawford
sville and then to the Logansport Presbytery. 

Sixteen people who had their names listed at the 
first meeting on May 23, 1828, were: Henry 
Robinson and his wife Elizabeth; Abner Robinson 
and his wife Sarah; William McCord; John Ewing; 
Jane Waugh; Aaron Dewey and his wife Charlotte; 
William Wilson and his wife Ann ; Sarah Robinson, 
daughter of Henry Robinson; Sophronia Robinson ; 
Lydia Ann Robinson; Mrs. Rebecca McCord and 
Hugh Manary. 

Henry Robinson and William McCord were 
chosen as Ruling Elders. They both held this 
position for a short time when a controversy arose 
and one was asked by the congregation to resign 
after serving one year and the other resigned 
outright after serving about two years. 

Rev. James Crawford was immediately engaged 
as a stated supply dividing his time between Delphi 
and Lafayette. The dwelling house of Henry 
Robinson was used to hold church services for 
about the first seven months. Then the meetings 
were held in the log school house, on the Northeast 
corner of Monroe and Union Streets. The 
congregation used the structure for approximately 
ten years, debating when and where to build a 
structure. During the first few years the 
congregation progressed to a small degree, but it is 
not easy to determine very much about it, for it 
seems that this early period was for history 
making, not history writing. 

From the Delphi people we do not have adequate 
information or impressions as to the impact the 
church had on community life. We do know that the 
early church services, while not abundant in style, 
were no less sacred; the sermons may not have 
been as refined, but were no less positive in 
spiritual power ; the music may not have had as 
artistic standards as the choirs of today, but it was 
every bit as sweet. 

REV. JAMES CRAWFORD 

Rev. James Crawford preached the sermon at 
the first meeting on May 23, 1828 using the text 
from John 10:9. Most appropriate were the words 
"I am the door: By me if any man shall enter in he 
shall be saved and shall go in and out and find 
pasture.'' 
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Rev. Crawford remained with the congregation 
until 1834, and during his pastorate, 25 new 
members joined the church, 2 died, 4 were 
dismissed to other churches, leavin~ a mem-
bership of 35. Again through the American Home 
Missionary Society, we were able to gain an insight 
as to what Rev. Crawford thought of the Delphi 
Church through his letters to the Society. Rev. 
Crawford arrived in Delphi after a disasterous 
journey, and took charge of the two churches he 
organized in the spring at Lafayette and Delphi. He 
reported that the Delphi Church was doing what it 
could, but the unsettled conditions did not help. In 
1831, the prospects of the Wabash & Erie Canal 
coming through this area, and the sale of land for 
this purRose, ~rovoked so much interest that this 
mono~o ized t e minds of most of the men, leaving 
the c urch second best. In 1832 he mentioned 
beginning the fourth year with Delphi, and the 
prospects not particularly flattering, yet brighter 
than ever before. Classes and Bible Societies were 
making progress. The Temperance Cause was 
gaining headway. Rev. Crawford wished that the 
EAST would send a caravan of instructors. He 
reported that there was open op?e°sition to 
Benevolent Causes, even some to Bib e Societies. 
The only effect he could see of his labors was the 
continued attention to preaching. 

OTHER CHURCHES ORGANIZED 

Sectional feelings and interests in political rage 
had convulsed the community, retarding Sabbath 
Schools. In April 1834, a new Presbyterian Church 
was organized on the hill South of Delphi, with a 
membership from some of the origmal mem-
bership of the Delphi Church. This church was 
called the Church of Lebanon. It is not easy to say 
why a church was organized, when we already had 
one, but as we read some of the minutes of the 
Session, we find some rather bitter feelings of some 
of the members toward other members. The issue 
had to be resolved by the Presbytery, and it is no 
doubt that this was a contributing factor to the 
establishment of this church. 

On the second day of May, 1835, fifteen members 
of the Delphi Church were organized into a church 
at the Odell School, called Deer Creek Church, and 
in 1839 they again divided and formed two other 
churches, one at Bachelors Run and another on 
Rock Creek. 

REV. JOHN STOCKER 

After a pericx:l of time without a pastor, in 1836, 
the Delphi Church obtained the services of the Rev. 
John Stocker, an Easterner, as stated supply. Rev. 
Stocker had a rough time at Delphi. He was not 
accustomed to the still rough frontier life, and we 
again read from the AHMS letters: He reported 
that "he could not afford a horse because it would 
cost $2.00 or $2.50 per week." He had "arrived with 
$10.00 and was now $30.00 in debt." He said: 
"Delphi was an uncommonlh hard field to 
cultivate. To be a Presbyterian t ere was sufficient 
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data from which to conclude that an individual 
~ invited fighting with someone. They are envious of 

an Eastern man, and there has been no change for 
the better. I feel that another man could do better 
here. I knew little, very little, about this place or I 
should not have come at all." With those feelings, 
Rev. Stocker left Delphi, hopefully to a better place 

,. · to serve the Lord. · · 

CHICKENS AND CHURCH 

As we scan the year of 1837, we find an amusing 
incident that should be shared with you. In April of 
1837, Delphi was host for the meeting of the 
Logansport Presbytery. At that time this was still a 
primitive settlement, void of all modern con
veniences. The meeting was held in the unfinished 
house of James Witherow, an Elder of the Delphi 
Church. The room in which the meeting was held, 
had no ceiling and the upper joist~ served as a 
peaceful resting place for a flock of chickens. At 
the appointed hour, the meeting was started and as 
Rev. Hummer of Lafayette was in the midst of 
delivering a sermon, the chickens were awakened 
by a combination of the flickering lights and the 
sound of the ministers voice. Immediately they 
issued a protest against the interference with their 
sleep. A member of the Presbytery considered 
such a protest in an unkown tongue, a violation of 
Presbyterian order, and with better intentions than 
judgement, attempted to dislodge the chickens 
with a long pole. Down came the chickens, chicken 
feathers and so forth, over the heads of the 
audience, and for a while utter confusion reigned. 
(Chicken feathers also rained) . The solemnity of 
the religious service was routed. One historian 

~ suggests that if the feathered friends had not been 
meddled with, they would have been quiet much 
sooner. The moral being--"Rash methods are not 
very successful in either the Church or the 
Presbytery.'' 

NEW CHURCH BUILDING 1838 

After the chicken event it was obvious that they 
needed a good meeting place. In 1838, the 
congregation erected a frame building at about 215 
South Market Street, in back of the Rinehart 
Building. The congregation then had a house of 
worship that was used until 1859. It was later 
moved to 425 West Franklin Street, and used as a 
private dwelling. For several years afterwards, 
one could see the double doors on the building as it 
had been when it was our church building. It is still 
(1978) used as a dwelling. 

It now seemed that our "Early Years" as a 
church were over, as storm clouds forming on the 
horizon made us grow up fast and try to understand 

~ some of the issues facing our church on a national 
level. 

"THE SCHISM BETWEEN THE OLD SCHOOL 

AND NEW SCHOOL PRESBYTERIANS" 

Throughout Presbyterian history , the pluralistic 
nature of the church has been both a jewel in its 
crown and a cross which it has been forced to bear. 

From its earliest years on the continent until the 
present day, the Presbyterian church has always 
represented a variety of theological viewpoints. 
The church has usually been able to maintain a 
balance among these viewpoints. They have been a 
source of vitality for the church's ministry because 
they have created discussions, dynamic 
movements1 and spiritual growth within one 
another's viewpoints. 

Occasionally, however, the healthy discussion 
has given away to debate and finally to schism. One 
such period occurred during the years between 1837 
to 1870, when the church was divided into two 
groups called the "Old School" and the "New 
School." This particular schism is of interest to a 
history of Delphi Presbyterians because it was 
reflected in the life of this church; there were, for a 
period of thirty years, two Presbyterian 
congregations in Delphi. They were a product of 
the "Old School-New School" schism. 

The split nationally was undoubtedly caused by a 
number of contributing factors--theology, sectional 
rivalries, ethnic backgrounds, and other 
personal issues. Ethnic and sectional rivalries may 
have had as much to do with the split as anything. 
In Pennsylvania and much of the South, the church 
was populated by a group of Scots and Scotch-Irish, 
an extremely conservative group who adhered 
firmly to the Westminister Standards and the letter 
of Presbyterian law. To the North and West, in New 
York and the present-day Midwest, the church 
reflected the more liberal influences of the New 
England Congregationalists. They were deeply 
involved in ecumencial activities--and strong 
leaders of the anti-slavery movements. 

One of the principal sources of friction was the 
1801 "Plan of Union" with the Congregational 
Church. Under this plan, mission work was un
dertaken jointly by the two denominations. 
Churches were represented at both Presbytery 
meetings and the Congregational bodies. As a 
strategy for winning the West to Christ, it had 
worked extremely well. Churches in those areas 
had grown rapidly, but to the conservative "Old 
Schoolers", it was a monstrosity that undercut both 
the purity of the church doctrine and Presbyterian 
Law. 

The fact that this section of the church was the 
most rapidly growing section only added to the 
"Old School" fears. They could see themselves 
being submerged by these anti-Presbyterian (in 
their viewpoint) liberals. The radical anti-slavery 
spirit of the "New School" further antagonized the 



Southerners. There were bitter arguments over 
alleged heresies. 

Finally, in 1837, the "Old Schooi" conservatives 
seized an opportunity to win their points. The "New 
School" had generally been in control of the 
denomination's power structure, but when the 
General Assembly met in Philadelphia in 1837, the 
"Old School" found itself with a majority due to the 
absence of some Western commissioners. 

Moving swiftly, the "Old School" seized power. 
They declared the 1801 Plan of Union to be un
constitutional, everything done under its provisions 
was declared to be null and void. The effect was 
staggering. With one fell swoop, more than 500 
congregations with more than 100,000 members 
were stricken from the rolls. People who had been 
Presbyterians most of their lives were suddenly 
told, ''You are no longer a part of the church''. 

The "Old School" hoped that this · action would 
shock the liberals into line and into the fold, driving 
those who were obstinant into the Congregational 
Church where the "Old Schoolers" believed they 
belonged. In fact, it didn't work that way. The 
disenfranchised synods chose to fight rather than 
fold. 

Claiming that they were victims of an illegal act 
in Philadelphia, they declared themselves to be the 
rightful and legal Presbyterian Church. The nation 
now had two hostile Presbyterian rivals facing one 
another , causing squabbles that brought division 
within numerous Presbyteries and local 
congregations--including Delphi's. 

A series of lawsuits over the property followed; 
cooperation with the Congregationalists and the 
American Home Missionary Society came to a 
bitter end. In 1838 the two General Assemblies met 
in Philadelphia, each claiming legal assembly. The 
Supreme Court of Pennyslvania ruled that the 
"New School" Assembly was the properly con
stituted church judicatory, but the court awarded 
Church properties to the "Old School". As a 
denomination, Presbyterians lost much of their 
strength and vitality at the precise moment that 
church growth in the nation was climbing sharply. 

The split was to continue, both nationally and 
locally for a generation. By 1870, other concerns 
had moved to the fore in the two denominations. 
The sources of division began to be submerged 
under the bond of a common history and faith. The 
great missionary age had begun. The two churches 
began to see both the incongruity of their divisions 
in the proclamation of the one Lord and the ad
vantages of working together. With the slavery 
issue resolved and the Southern branch of the 
church gone, the "Old School" and the "New 
School" were able to work out an amiable and 
lasting reunion in 1870. An era was over. 
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THE CHURCH DIVIDED 1839-1870 

With this background, we begin the second phase 
of our history. 

In Delphi, at the beginning of this period of 
history the Presbyterians were trying to remain 
neutral' as was common in this part of the country. 
In fact the Delphi Church ordered their delegates to 
the Presbytery to vote against sending a delegate 
to either General Assembly, and if Presbytery 
came to a vote on the question of the "Old School" 
and the "New School" , Delphi delegates were 
instructed to request the priviledge of not voting. 
During the beginning of this period in 1839, the 
Delphi Church obtained the services of Rev. 
Leander Cobb, who had previous pastorates in 
Indiana, having established a church in Jef
fersonville and Charlestown. Rev. Cobb remained 
with the local church until it divided in the fall of 
1839. Despite the desire not to do so, the Delphi 
Church did divide and remained divided until 1870. 

-The Church of Lebanon (on the hill South of 
Delphi) was dissolved and the membership at
tached themselves to the "Old School" branch. 
Even though divided, the "Old School" and the 
"New School" continued to both use the frame 
building on Market Street, using it on alternate 
Sundays. In 1845-46, the "Old School" branch used 
the Octagon Seminary Building. This was a 2 story 
brick building with 8 sides, built in 1838 as a County 
Seminary Building, and used as a Seminary and 
School until it was destroyed by fire in 1848. In late 
1846 the "Old School" moved to their new building -
on East Main Street, (now the location of the 
Christian Church). They continued in this building 
until the church reunited in 1870, then alternately 
until 1875. 

Old Frame Presbyterian Church building at 315 " 
East Main St. used from about 1846to1875. ~ 



The "New School" branch continued in the frame 
buildi~g on Market Street !lntil 18~9, when they 
occupied the basement of the new building they·had 
erected at 115 North Union Street. After using the 
basement as a place of worship for about seven 
years, the upper story was finished and dedicated 
to the service of God on the 22nd day of December, 
1866. -. 

Presbyterian Church building at 115 N. Union St. 
Built in 1859 and used until 1909. 

During the period of division, many pastors 
labored very hard for both branches of the church 

..,,.. many doing exceptional jobs under the cir~ 
cumstances

1 
to win people to Christ. The deter

mination, desire, and dedication of all the people 
who labored for the church at that time was to be 
admired. In 1843 a portion of the "New School" 
branch was detached from the Delphi Church in 

.:£> order to aid in the establishment of a separate 
church on the opposite side of the Wabash at Pitt
sburg. 

_ It would be appropriate for us to list the pastors 
for both branches of the church. 
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OLD SCHOOL BRANCH 

A. Williamson 

T. Crow 

Jesse Ewards 

Robert Allen 

These first four served from 1839 to late 1845. 

E.W. Wright ... . . . . ... . 1846to1865 

W.S. Wright . . . . . . . . . . . 1865 to 1868 

G.H. Mitchell . . . . .. .... 1868to1870 

NEW SCHOOL BRANCH 

S.N. Steele . ... . . ... . . . 1842 to 1843 
Samuel Thompson . . . .. 1843 to 1845 

Benjamin Relyea . . .... 1845 to 1847 

Rufus Bennett ......... 1848 to 1849 

William Bacon ... . . ... . 1850 to 1851 

James Carnahan . . .. . . 1852 to 1856 

Amos Jones .... ..... . . 1856 to 1867 

C.W. Wallace .. . . . . . . . . 1867to1870 

After a generation of separation the two bran:. 
ches realized their differences could and should be 
resolved. The two branches blended into one 
church, mer~ing on the. 3rd day of April, 1870. Thus 
we now begm 'Our third phase of Presbyterian 
history. 

THE REUNITED CHURCH 

The merger, both nationally and locally 
presented .an . types of questions, that required 
careful thmkmg by everyone. Forgiveness a 
highly conciliato~~ spirit, strength, a sympathetic 
heart and a spirit of peace and unity were a 
necessity. 

Many questions locally were asked. Where shall 
we worship? Who shall be Deacons or who shall be 
Elder_s or Trustees? No doubt, at first , these 
questions may have caused some disagreement, 
but the harmony that had led to the reunited church 
also led to the answers. On the question as to where 
shall we worship, it was resolved that the services 
be held part time in the brick church on Union 
Str~t and part time in the frame building on East 
Mam Street. Finally in 1875, the frame building was 
vacated and in 1881-82 it was sold to the Christian 
denomination. In 1875 the reunited church was 
starting in a very positive way to progress. 

---



Rev. E.W. Wright 
Old School Branch 1846 to 1865 

Rev. James A. Ranney 
November 30, 1873 to November 20, 1878 
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REV. JAMES A. RANNEY 
.·-

Beginning in November, 1873 under the 
leadership of Rev. James A. Ranney, a man of 
great leadership, the church was, in a cooperative 
manner, able to bridge some of the gaps caused by 
division. Rev. Ranney remained with the church 
until 1878, and during his five years, the church was 
permitted to welcome eighty four new members. 
During these five years the contributions to 
benevolent objects amounted to $1810, making an 
average of $362 annually. Counting the money 
raised for congregational expenses and benevolent 
causes, it averaged $10 per member, which was ,;-. 
good for the times. Of local interest Rev. Ranney's 
daughter was married to Charles Harley, and 
remained around this area. When she first came 
here she was involved in getting a sound basis for 
our educational system started and perpetuated. 
After Rev. Ranney resigned, there was nearly a 
year during which the church was not regularly 
supplied, but two items at this time were 
noteworthy. At the beginning of the year, through 

, .... 

the efforts of the Session, the church adopted a 
weekly system of contributions for the purpose of 
defraying the pastor's expenses, as well as the 
current expenses. This system proved very 
satisfactory, and is preferred by many today. The 
other item was the method of reporting church 
membership which prevailed among Presbyterian 
churches, and which perhaps needed Presbyterian 
supervision. As an example, the church reported a 
membership of 223, but a year later reported only 
184, not accounting for the loss of membership. It 
was concluded that the loss of members was the ~ 
result of putting them on a "retired" status, which 
was a rather loosely defined situation. 

Rev. S.R. Seawright 
September 1, 1879 to November 1, 1889 



REV. S. R. SEAWRIGHT 

After nearly a year without a pastor, the Delphi 
Church was very fortunate to obtain the services of 
Rev. S.R. Seawright, who had been preaching in 
Monticello. To strengthen his hand in the work, a 
new Board of Trustees was selected, the members 
of which were both practical and aggressive. In 
many cases, the board was merely adjunct with a 
certain or uncertain trust appended to it, but our 
Trustees have been hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for the whole ecclesiastical machinery. It is 

~ noteworthy to say that during Rev. Seawright's 
pastorate, that he pursued a vigorous and 
progressive policy in the management of church 
affairs, and in the enforcement of rules for the 
direction and edification of the church mem
bership. This is referred to not only as a matter of 
interest, but for the value, as a reminder to each 
succeeding Session. 

The Session promptly refused a letter of 
recommendation to certain parties until all 
arrearages are paid up, which, although it is 
frequently overlooked, is ~ just requirement. of the 
Presbyterian Church. Stru~t .adherence ~o ~his rule 
will have the effect of trammg the Christian con
science along the line of financial integrity, where 
it has been defective. It was during this time of our 
church history, that the Session took up the 
question of, and made a policy toward, certain 
popular amusements. The Session froceeded to 
consider the un-Christian conduct o some mem-

?. bers, who were bringing reproach upon the church 
and neutralizing its effectiveness. The pastor was 
requested to prepare and read from the pulpit a 
paper on this subject. The paper was prepared and 
we quote: "Believing that dancing and . card 

-r- playing by members of the church are seriously 
harmful in their influence upon the religious life, 
and their influences, especially among the young, 
tends to lead astray and to compromise them in the 
world so as to spoil spirituality, and believing that 

r - they bring reproach upon the Christian and the 
church we therefore, very kindly but earnestly, 
enjoin ~ll the members of this church from taking 
part in these things. Believing that you will accord 
to us the purest motives in this action, that we only 

>~ seek the welfare of the church for which we are 
responsible to God, we ask and with confidence 
expect, the cordial support of all the membership 
in this action of the Session" (What action or rather 
reaction would a pronouncement like that have 

,,... today'?). Shortly after this action, an effort was 
made by the Session to reach all membe_rs who 
were not leading exemplary lives. Lapsed mem
bers living in this area, were visited and kindly 
admonished to honor the Lord by a more regular 

.r attendance upon the means of grace. 

It was said that the pastorate of Rev. Seawright, 
although on the conservative side, was very suc
cessful. Not only was he. interested in th~ mem

~., bership of this cong~egation, but .he was m touch 
with a wide constituency outside the church 
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relations. Great were his duties, and activities, and 
as a result of overtaxing himself, he became ill, 
and submitted his resignation to the congregation 
in August of 1889. At the request of the 
congregation, he was prevailed upon to continue 
his work, but in November he submitted his final 
resignation. As a token of esteem in which he was 
held, a gift of $550 was extended to him. After his 
resignation, Rev. Seawright's health continued to 
decline, and on November 16th, 1890, Rev. 
Seawright died. He was buried in the Masonic 
Cemetery in Delphi. (We note that Rev. Seawright 
lived in the Barnett House, on the Northeast corner 
of Union & Monroe Streets in the same area as the 
log school house where Presbyterians held their 
early services). 

_ Rev. H.G. Rice 
May 11, 1890 to July 1, 1894 

At a congrega tional meeting in April 1890, Rev. 
H.G. Rice was extended a call to become pastor of 
the Delphi Church. Rev. Rice was a splendid 
organizer, and remarkably methodical. Mrs. Rice 
was also an active worker and was greatly admired 
by the ladies of the church, and along missionary 
lines was a source of great helpfulness. Rev. Rice 
was young and vigorous and took a lively interest in 
country visitations which brought into the church 
several substantial families. Rev. Rice was in 
touch will all the missionary projects of the church 
and in connection with the Session, and along these 
lines, the benevolence received much attention. A 
great step forward was taken along these lines with 
the adoption of a plan of systematic beneficense. 
We spoke of Rev. Rice being methodical and in
defatigable in his efforts for the church, and in a 
pastor's report for one year we find the following 
information: "The pastor made an average of 
seventy one calls each month, has preached one 
hundred thirty sermons, has attended twenty two 



meetings of the Session, has been present at nearly' 
all the teachers' meetings, has taught a Sunday 
School Class, has preached every alternate Sab
bath in Union Church, has been .to more than ·one
half the Endeavor meetings, has baptized eight 
children and married twelve couples, has been to 
Synod and two meetings of the Presbytery, has 
helped in County Sunday School work throughout 
the township" . (Certainly a full years' work) 

After having served faithfully for more than four 
years, Rev. Rice submitted his resignation to the 
congregation on June 20, 1894. 

After Rev. Rice left Delphi he served in Mon
ticello and then back to Iowa, where we read an 
interesting article about how he was continuing to 
serve the church with determination and desire. 

Rev. James Omelvena 
May 2, 1895 to October 1, 1903 

After the resignation of Rev. Rice the church was 
indeed fortunate to obtain the services of Rev. 
James Omelvena, having extended him a call in 
July of 1894. 

As Rev. Omelvena began his work in Delphi, a 
new era seemed to be emerging in Indiana. Life in 
the Delphi Church was reflecting some of the quiet, 
easier life of rural America. The pioneer days of 
extreme hardship had passed by and we were 
settling down to the "good life" as we approached 
the twentieth century. 

Modes of travel and methods of communication 
had greatly improved and maybe this easier life 
was affecting church attendance. It seemed so, as 
the Session was seriously considering the visitation 
of the members of our church to impress upon 
them, as much as possible, the necessity of a more 
regular attendance at all church services and a 
more devoted and consecrated life in the service of 
Christ. 
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It seems, at this period of time, the Session did 
not discuss in their minutes, matters of interest to ~ 
the church. We find a notation now and then that 
matters of interest to the church were discussed, 
but as to what, we know not. 

When you read the minutes of the session, it ..... 
appeared that most of the meetings were taken up 
by examining prospective new members, 
reviewing the rolls, and dismissing members to 
other churches. We are sure, under the category of 
matters of interest to the church, many important ;-
policies were discussed, but little did they think we 
would be interested in their written word con
cerning it. 

FINALLY, The Session broke with some news; 
not new news, but a continued effort to get the 
people more interested in the church activities. The 
Session decided that the use of evangelistic ser
vices might revive the spiritual interest. 

Evangelists were invited to conduct services, 
and according to the record, they did awaken a new 
spiritual interest in the church. 

New times, new ideas, we now enter the twen
tieth century, with the hope of greater things to 
come. The Session and the congregation agreed 
that we did need new ideas, and to start with, a new 
order of service was devised to obtain greater 
participation by the congregation, using responsive 
readings and other responses. Getting people in
volved and interested was the issue. During this 
time when Rev. Omelvena was pastor, many 
church related matters were brought up to date to ~ 
try and conform~with the life and spirit of the times. 

During his Delphi years, Rev. Omelvena wrote a ,.. 
History of the Delphi Church covering the period 
from 1828 to 1894. We are indebted to him for a 
great amount of information about the church 
which might not have been available to us had we 
started from "scratch" as we researched this 
material. ... ... ' 

During his Delphi years, Rev. Omelvena 
stimulated, or rather revived, a desire and , .. 
determination in the congregation. It was while at 
Delphi, that Mrs. Omelvena died. Mrs. Omelvena, 
a very popular woman with the membership was 
sadly missed by all who knew her. Mrs. Omeivena 
and a son, and Rev. Omelvena are all buried in the 
Masonic Cemetery in Delphi. 

After more than seven great years at the Delphi 
church, Rev. Omelvena desired to move on to a 
new challenge, and in October of 1903 submitted his ,.. 
resignation to the congregation. --



Rev. Edward Baech 
June 15, 1904 to May 4, 1912 

In December, 1903, Rev. Edward Baech of 
Illinois, was extended a call to fill the vacancy at 
the Delphi Church. Rev. Baech and family ac
cepted the call and we soon found him at work with 
the Delphi peo~le. At this particular time in · 
Presbyterian history, the General Assembly 
Committee on Evangelistic Work, requested that 
extra effort be made by all churches for the 

r- salvation of men, and it recommended that the first 
three months of the year be used for that purpose. 
Since this was near the first of the year , Rev. Baech 
had a project of top priority to work on at once. 
Many proJects need attention, but one seemed to 
surface more than any other. Since 1875 the 
congregation had been using the brick church on 
Union Street for the worship services , but as the 
years went on, remodeling and restoration was 

;:.. needed more and more. The lack of space and a 
growing congregation raised the question of 
building a new church building. A great deal of 
excitement, interest and debate surrounded the 
issue. Talk, discussion, argument and ideas were 
all free but the time finally came when action was 
the oniy answer. With the desire for, and the 
confidence to complete the task, the congregation 
voted to build a new building. During this period of 
our history the finances of the church were ap
parently in a flourishing condition, as a report for 
the year 1908 shows $2,900 expended for Home 
Missions; $2,574 for Foreign Missions and a total 
budget of $8,770. The lot for the new building, at the 
Southeast corner of Main and Indiana Streets, was 
graciously donated by Mrs. Catherine Bowen. To 
accomplish the task, a competent building com
mittee consisting of Rev. Baech, as Pastor; E.W. 
Bowen Chairman; W.A. Timberman; A.L. 
Burkhoider; T.J. Ryan; Frank Blythe; G.A. 
Shaffer, Secretary; and Ralph Hill, Treasurer was 

...._ formed and directed the construction of the 
building. 
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In 1909, a cornerstone laying ceremony had been 
planned, with speaker, service and so forth. It had 
been scheduled for May 5th, but due to an 
unavoidable delay in construction, it had to be 
postponed. Our pastor, Rev. Baech had to attend a 
meeting of the General Assembly and could not be 
present after the 5th. Therefore, the Session con
cluded that the Contractor and the Clerk of the 
Session would lay the cornerstone. The box in the 
cornerstone contains some very interesting items. 
It contains a History of the Church, two 
Presbyterian church papers, the Herald and 
Presbyter and the Endeavor ; our city newspaper, 
the Journal, Citizen and the Daily Herald, and a 
very appropriate hymn composed by the pastor, 
Rev. Baech. 

On May 22nd, 1910 the building was dedicated to 
the service of God, in a very impressive ceremony. 
Many dignitaries from the Presbytery attended, as 
did local people and local pastors. The pastor, the 
contractor, and the committee were congratulated 
on the splendid job that they had performed. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Baech, benevolence 
was given much attention, and the Session worked 
with him to raise several hundred dollars for that 
purpose. 

In the fall of 1911, our pastor was taken to 
Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago, where a delicate 
operation was performed upon him to remove a 
cancerous condition. Rev. Baech returned home 
near the first of the year. He was not able to resume 
his ministry in the pulpit, but was able to go about 
his other duties. Rev. Baech was again taken to the 
hospital for trea tment, and a marvelous c~n
stitution sustained him for several weeks, durmg 
which time he suffered no pain. During his time of 
confinement in the hospital, Rev. Baech continued 
to correspond and communicate with the Delphi 
people, and encouraged them in t~eir activities. 
Finally, Rev. Baech was called to h1~ rew.ard t~ be 
with his Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, his Savior, 
whom he has served and proclaimed as Savior of 
men from their sins. 

REV.N.F.PATTERSON 

After the death of Rev. Baech, a call was ex
tended to Rev. N.F. Patterson to become pastor. 
Rev. Patterson, son of a Cumberland Presbyterian 
Elder, was a graduate of Trinity University and 
McCormick Seminary and Lane. Rev. Patterson 
was young and energetic, and although he 
remained at Delphi for only two years, he had a 
popular and successful pastorate. In 1915, Rev. 
Patterson resigned from the Delphi Church, to take 
another challenge, and we read that several years 
later he was in the Washington D.C. area. 



Rev. N.P. Patterson 
May 21, 1913 to March 1915 

Rev. Emmett P. Day 
May 13, 1915 to September 30, 1920 
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On the 1st day of April, 1915, Rev. Emmitt P. Day 
was extended a call to become pastor of our church :"""" 
and soon we found him busily at work with the 
congre~ation. We are very fortunate and happy to 
have his daughter, Mrs. Helen Day Quick as a 
member of our congregation, and we have 'asked 
her to write an article about her father and his 
activities while in Delphi. 

MEMORIES FROM 1915 

by HELEN DAY QUICK 

"I was asked to relate some of the things I 
remembered when my father was pastor here. It 
takes me back to when I was thirteen years old. I 
can remember the very first day that we arrived, 
father took us all down to Deer Creek to see violets :~ 
in bloom and to cross the swinging bridge. That 
first picture has always been something special to 
me -- quite a change from the third floor flat that 
we had lived in for three years in Chicago. 

The friendly people, the beautiful church, and (""' 
the big manse made our adjustment very pleasant. 
Perhaps you will remember how my father and 
mother made house calls together about every 
afternoon, and how I was left at home with the 
responsibility of taking care of my younger brother ~,~ 
and sister. Supper was always planned and I put 
the potatoes on to cook, so the meal wouldn't be so 
late. Father had his study upstairs and when the 
door was closed we knew to be quiet and not bother 
him. It was from behind this door that I learned the 
truths of the Bible, and this deep faith has guided ~ 
me throughout my life. 

Hunting seasons were father's delight. He was a 
good hunter and always got game. He was always 
so pleased to show us his game, and always had his ;:"> 
squirrels laid on a paper under the old iron sink for 
is to see when we got home from school. Gardening 
was his interest too. He always had us kids help 
him and when the garden was planted, the last 
thing was for us to stick our finger in the side of the 
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bed, and then plant a radish seed. Father always 
included us in anything that he could and his un
derstanding and patience is something I have 
always remembered. I could not write this without 
including my dear Paul in the story. Father gave ~ 
his consent to all our first few month's dates, for 
they started that first fall. As time went on, he only 
had that Day twinkle in his eye -- but made no 
objections. 

We always cooked our Sunday dinner on 
Saturday and often had company for the meal. One 
of the proudest accomplishments of his ministry 
here was the supporting, by the church board, of a 
foreign minister -- The Rev. and Mrs. Coonradt. 

While father was here the war was on and he felt 
called upon to give his vacation month to serve as a 
chaplain, and was sent to Camp Funston, Kansas. 
Wm. B. Smith, later a judge, was at the camp and ;p., 
they became fast friends. -~ 



Father was very good at raising money, SQ he 
made many talks over the county for war bonds 
and the war chest. Father's health was not good 
and he had several attacks of pneumonia. Because 
of this, Dr. Quick recommended a trip to Texas in 
the sun for two weeks. Through this trip and in
terest in that area, came the call to tbe Brownsville 
Church. 

The Lord has been good to our family and I 
cannot end this note without thanking Him for my 
dear father and mother; for their teachings; by 
which my life has been influenced--and for that 
pec.uliar experience of being a 'preacher's kid' ". 

++++++++++ 
Rev. Day was born in the state of Virginia in 1878. 

His parents came to Indiana and located in Henry 
County. At the age of Twenty two, he entered Civil 
Service at Muncie, Indiana and held this position 
until he was licensed to preach. He attended 
University Heights at Indianapolis and earned his 
degree from Indiana Central University. He then 
went to McCormick Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, and received his B.D. degree. He served 
Meridian Heights Presbyterian Church in In
dianapolis, and later served as pastor of the En
deavor Presbyterian Church in Chicago. 

In 1920 Rev. Day submitted his resignation to the 
congregation, in order that he might move to a 
milder climate, with the prospects of improving his 

,.. health. It was with regret that the congregation 
granted his request to leave. He moved to 
Brownsville, Texas. He died in 1945 and is buried in 
the Masonic Cemetery in Delphi. 

,;;. 

..... .. _ 

Rev. and Mrs. Emmett P . Day 
May 13, 1915 to September 30, 1920 
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Rev. and Mrs. Rea Martin 
January 20, 1921 to October 1924 

In late 1920, the congregation extended a call to 
Rev. Rea Martin to become pastor. On January 1st, 
1921, we welcomed him as he began his work in 
Delphi. 

Rev. Martin came to us from a pastorate in 
Bushnell, Illinois. As he began his work the subject 
of church attendance was again the subject of 
interest and concern for the pastor and session. 
Again the Session used the idea of Evangelistic 
Services as a means of stimulating interest in 
church activities. Two full weeks of services were 
held and again the record said it was a success. 
Problems with church attendance brought with it 
the problem of church finances, or rather the lack 
of finances. To make all members aware of this 
problem, a supper was arranged for all men of the 
church, with the sole purpose of raising enough 
money to meet the church budget. Apparently it 
was successful, for the budget was met. (Another 
crisis was conquered). 

For several years the church had been sup
porting a foreign pastor as one means of Foreign 
Missions, but at this time, on the advice of the· 
Presbytery, Pastor and the Session, it was decided 
to withdraw support of a foreign pastor and send 
the money directly to Central Benevolence for 
distribution to General Causes. 

Rev. and Mrs. Martin had two children, James 
and Ralph. James became an attorney and Ralph 
became a minister. He was, among other places, 
pastor at Brookston. 

During the turbulent twenties, many issues, both 
local and national, were prevalent in the thoughts 
of most people. Some of these issues could not be 
sidestepped, and a stand had to be taken whether it 
was popular or unpopular. It was about some of 
these issues that local people were divided in their 
opinions, and it was Rev. Martin's feeling, that in 
order to promote peace and harmony and unity in 
the congregation, he would submit his resignation 
to the congregation, and not become entangled in 
the issues. 



Rev. DaleLeCount 
May 1925 to January 1929 

In 1925, Rev. R. Dale LeCount, was extended a 
call to the church. Rev. Lecount was known as a 
good worker, an excellent speaker, and well liked 
by the congregation. During his years in Delphi, 
Sunday School, Social Union, and church at
tendance were stressed and improved. During Rev. 
LeCount's years at Delphi, the church celebrated 
the Centennial of its organization. 

During this period of time the auditorium was 
redecorated, the basement was refinished, making 
a larger dining room and kitchen facilities. The 
Sunday School department had better ac
commodations. The cost of the project was about 
$3,000, half of which had been pledged at once. The 
upstairs portion of the church was redecorated and 
repainted, and all the woodwork cleaned. The 
downstairs had the latest cafeteria equipment and 
the dining room was enlarged. In September of 
1927, the remodeling and redecorating had been 
completed and services were held in the new 
portions. 

In 1928 the church celebrated its lOOth An
niversary. An excellent celebration was held from 
May 27 to May 31st. Several members of our church 
today were in attendance, and we are sure they 
reII)ember it well. The Rev. John Nicely, D.D., 
Moderator of the Synod of Indiana gave one of the 
sermons. Many local churches joined in our 
celebration, and joined with our congregation in 
recalling events of the church in the past and in our 
hope for the church in the future. The Rev. M.M. 
LeCount, D.D., of Newcastle was the speaker for 
the Men's Banquet, and Rev. N.P. Patterson, D.D., 
of Washington D.C., a former pastor presided over 
one service. With the closing service the First 
Presybterian Church of Delphi had completed its 
first one hundred years. 
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After four great years as pastor at Delphi, Rev. 
R. Dale Lecount submitted his resignation to the 
congregation. Rev. LeCount had accepted a 
position at the College Hill Presbyterian Church in 
Cincinnati, where he believed he would have 
greater possibilities in church work. After fourteen 
years at that position he moved on to the 6th 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama, where he remained for nineteen years 
until his retirement. 

During Rev. LeCount's years in Delphi he added 
47 new members to the church, and he also 
organized a Young Peoples Gospel Team. This 
organization visited other churches on Sunday 
evenings and assisted in leading the service. 

REV. J.R. BARDELMEIR 

After the resignation of Rev. Lecount, a call was 
extended to Rev. J.R. Bardelmeir of Greensburg, 
Indiana. When he informed his congregation of his 
desire to leave they protested so much he felt it 
unwise to leave and thus turned down the call of the (""
Delphi Church. 

Rev. Charles Grimes 
September 1929 to December 31, 1932 

-.. -

-

The search continued, and in August of 1929, a 
call was issued to Rev. C.J. Grimes to become .-c 
pastor. ~-



... --

-

The pastorate of Rev. Grimes· was a rather 
stormy one. It was stormy both from the poirit of 
view of the pastor as well as that of ·. the 
congregation. Before _we go into· th.e discussio~ of 
the issues let us consider a few points that might 
have influenced both sides in this issue. At the 
beginning of this pastorate, we were j1:1st s_tarting to 
slip into the years of the Great Depression of the 
1930's. The thinking of most people involved, was 
wrapped up in the daily battle to survive the rigors 
of the time. Naturally money was the key 
issue. People did not nave the money to supply 
their daily needs and quite often were not able to 
support the church financially. This ca~sed hard 
feelings and led to many frustratmg con
frontations. 

Rev. Grimes, in the contract of the call, was to 
receive $3,000 per year. With very littl~ money 
available people were not able to pay their share, 
as they u~ed most of their money on themselves. 
Other expenses of the church, such as coal, water, 
lights had to be met and it seems that the church 
board elected to pay them first and if there was any 
money left the mi.nister was paid. Naturally tl~e 
church got behind in the l?astor's. ~alary and this 
put him a very embarassmg position, as he had 
obligations also. 

At a called meeting the minister pointed out to 
the congregation that the first obligatio.n,_ ac
cording to Presbyterian law was to the m1mster, 
and the other expenses after that. Thus the 
disagreements began. The pastor offered to take a 
reduction in pay if he was guaranteed that he would 
get his money each month. 

Finally the church board agreed to this and to 
borrow the money to pay the back wages. Then 
personal conflicts and disagreements flared up, 
and by mutual consent the pastor resigned. 

Rev. and Mrs. Harry B. Parker 
May 5, 1933 to October 1942 
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REV. HARRY B. PARKER 

After the resignation of Rev. Grimes the 
congregation was in search of a new pastor. This 
was still the time of the Great Depression of the 
1930's1 and the congregation could not financially 
obligate itself to a great extent. Rev. Grimes had 
received $3,000 per year originally 1 but this was out 
of the question, and the best that the congregation 
could do was to offer Rev. Harry Parker $1,350 per 
year, as a stated supply, with the understanding 
that, if all parties were agreeable at the end of one 
year, a call would be extended. All were in 
agreement and the call was issued, with Rev. 
Parker receiving $1,500a year. Rev. Parker was an 
amiable man, and was well liked by the 
congregation. He was helpful to all and was definite 
in his appreciation for the work done by members 
of the church. Rev. Parker was interested in 
community and church affairs, and he supported 
many projects of the community, as well as 
making himself available to all for help and 
counseling. Old-timers reported that it usually took 
Rev. Parker two hours or more to walk around th~ 
courthouse square because he met so many friends 
along the way who wanted to visit with him. · · 

Rev. Parker was elected State Chaplain for Uie 
American Legion in 1939, a position he held for 
several years. 

In 1938 to rally the people and stimulate en
thusiasm, a series of evangelistic meetings were 
held and according to information, interest was 
revived. During Rev. Parker's pastorate, he helped 
organize a young adults Sunday School 
class, called the Amistad class, and in 1978 it is still 
very active. John Klepinger was the firs t president 
of the class. 

Again in 1940, the Presbyterians joined with 
other local churches to have Union Services held on 
the streets, starting on July 14th. Rev. Parker was 
remembered as an emotional speaker from the 
pulpit. 

Rev. Parker was born in Lizton, Indiana. He 
enlisted in the army at the age of 18 and in 1918 
went overseas with the 327th Machine Gun Bat
talion, 84th Infantry, as a Private, First Class. He 
attended Indiana and Purdue universities, and 
graduated from the McCormick Theological 
Seminary in Chicago in 1929. In 1920 he married 
Grace Nichols. He served as pastor at Lake 
Village, Schneider, Chalmers, Meadow Lake and 
Union Mills in Indiana before coming to Delphi. 

Rev. and Mrs. Parker had two children, Jerry 
and Emily. Jerry was ordained a pastor in late 
years. In August of 1942, Rev. Parker asked that 
the pastoral relations be dissolved as he wished to 
move to Chicago to do graduate work in the 
Chicago Divinity School. He later served as pastor 
in Palos Park, Illinois, and at Kirklin and Dayton in 
Indiana, where he died in 1958 at the age of 59. 



Rev. Miles A. Freeman 
February 1, 1943 to January 1, 1950 

In January of 1943, Rev. Miles A. Freeman was 
extended a call to become pastor. Rev. and Mrs. 
Freeman and daughter Carol were warmly 
welcomed to Delphi. 

Rev. Freeman received $2,000 per year, lived in 
the manse, had one month's vacation and for 2 
weeks helped in supervising at Camp Kosciusko. 
Shortly after beginning his work at Delphi, Rev. 
Freeman realized that there was a need for a young 
peoples study group and he was able to organize at 
least eighteen into a study group that met on 
Sunday evening. To aid in the young children's 
program, it was suggested that the basement of the 
church be opened one night a week for the en
tertainment of the boys and girls of the Sunday 
School Department. 

Rev. Freeman was a busy man and we think that 
one of his pastor's reports lets you know how his 
time was spent. We quote: "Your pastor had 45 
morning sermons, 32 to outside groups, 2 others for 
information, had 20 funerals, 12 marriages, 3 
church weddings, attended 88 church meetings, 
made 383 calls upon 296 patients in the Lafayette 
hospitals, made 747 pastoral and friendly calls, had 
69 conferences on guidance or assistance, had 
written 367 letters, had 3260 pieces of mail prepared 
for various purposes, 64 newspaper articles 
written, worked in Red Cross, T.B. Association, 
Boy Scouts, National War Fund, Rotary Club, was 
Co-Chairman of the USO Drive (which raised 
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$5,200), served on 2 Presbytery committees, and is 
Moderator for 1944-45, helped plan annual Boys ~ 
Camp at Winona, taught for two weeks at camp, 
and will be dean of boys camp this year. He drove a 
total of 8286 miles for the church. During the year a 
new Jr. Intermediate Department was formed and 
a Youth Budget organized.'' 

During World War II Rev. Freeman had im
plemented a procedure for keeping in touch with 
servicemen, and after the war he organized a 
meeting and banquet welcoming them back. 
During the 1940's a Youth Arts and Crafts Program 
was organized and implemented. In 1948, the 
congregation voted to replace the old pipe organ 
with a new Wurlitzer Electronic organ, at a cost of 
$4,600. 

During Rev. Freeman's pastorate the ad
ministrative and bookkeeping procedures were 
streamlined and updated. 

In December 1949, Rev. Freeman asked that the 
pastoral relations between him and the Delphi 
Church be dissolved so he might accept the 
pastorate at the Presbyterian Church in Auburn, 
Indiana. 

-,, 

-... 

-' 

Mrs. Esther Freeman, Rev. Miles Freeman & ,_ 
~~ ~ 



Rev. James Wm. Rankin 
May 14,_ 1950 to September 15; 1965 

A Pulpit Committee was immediately organized 
and went to work at once. In the spring of 1950, Rev. 
James Wm. Rankin, the pastor at the Presbyterian 
Church of Assumption, Illinois, was extended a call 
to become pastor at Delphi. Rev. Rankin was a 
graduate of Hanover College and McCormick 
Theological Seminary. He had a fine family 
background, and was held in high esteem by 
church members and members of the community. 
The Delphi people warmly welcomed Rev. Rankin 
and his wife Laura to what was to be a long and 
successful pastorate. 

Immediately repair work began on certain 
~· problems: the bell tower was repaired, carpeting 

was secured for the sanctuary, the church ceiling 
was insulated, and paint secured for the manse. A 
Dollar a Month Club was organized to help with 

r repair and redecoration of the church. A new 
Geneva Pulpit was received, a gift of Miss Anna 
Huber, in memory of her mother, Mrs. Margaret 
Huber, grandmother of Mrs. James Rankin. 

Mrs. Lloyd Dalquist, Mr. Lloyd Dalquist and Dan. 

• 
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In March of 1952, Rev. Rankin was recalled to 
active duty, as a chaplain in the United States 
Navy, during the Korean Conflict. He was granted 
a leave of absence, and Mr. Lloyd Dalquist a 
stud~nt at McCor~ick 1:'heological Seminary, ~as 
appomted student mtenm pastor. Rev. Morris of 
Cutler was appointed interim Moderator of the 
church. Mr. Dalquist and his wife, Jan, were 
welcomed by the Delphi Church. His leadership in 
church affairs , his preaching from the pulpit, his 
direction of the Sunday School, and his warm and 
friendly personality, were deeply appreciated by 
the congregation. 

Rev. Dalquist passed away suddenly on October 
21, 1977 at his home in Houghton, Michigan. He had 
been on the Dean of Students Staff at Michigan 
T~c~ since 1966, after s~rving several years as 
m1mster at the Presbyterian Church in Houghton 
Michigan. ' 

During late 1952, two projects are noteworthy. In 
August of 1952, Mrs. Grace Shaffer, provided 
fixtures for lighting the large stained glass win
dows in the church Sanctuary, in honor of her 
mother, Mrs. Sarah Culler, and Mrs. Shaffer's late 
husband, Mr. Garfield Shaff er, who was a tireless 
and ardent church worker. In November of 1952, 
plans were formulated to celebrate the 125th An
niversary of the church in 1953. 

125th ANNIVERSARY 

The members of the Anniversary Committee 
were: Mrs. Charles T. Black, Miss Patricia 
Maggart, Mrs. Garfield Shaffer, John Peterson, 
Robert VanNatta and Lloyd Dalquist. The 125th 
Anniversary celebration was held on the 23rd and 
24th days of May, 1953. On Saturday evening, a 
cooperative supper was held and a Historical 
Pageant was presented. Mrs. H.W. Bradshaw, and 
Mrs. Robert Sieber directed the pageant. On 
Sunday the morning worship was held, with the 
scripture from Revelations being the text. On 
Sunday afternoon a Historical Program, with an 
Old Fashioned Hymn Sing, remarks from 
dignitaries, Voices out of the Past. (125 years in 
review) and a Vesper Communion Service. Due to 
the fact that Rev. Rankin was still on active duty, 
Rev. Harry Crain, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, 
conducted the communion. 

Letters from Rev. James Wm. Rankin, R. Dale 
LeCount, W.V. Coapstick, and Ralph G. Coonradt 
were read and made a matter of record. 

In September of 1953, the Session took action on 
members who were not showing interest in the 
church. Those people who had not shown interest in 
Christian Life in our church by attendance, con
tributions, or otherwise, should be suspended as of 
December 15th, unless they showed evidence to the 
contrary. 



Rev. Rankin started a program of Jr. Choir, Arts 
and Crafts and Friendship for the 4th, 5th and 6th 
grade students. It was a great success, judging 
from the fine attendance. It was a pleasure not only 
for the students but for the helpers also. This 
program was one of only three in the State of In
diana. 

Another outstanding result of Rev. Rankin's 
leadership was in the area of Benevolence. From 
1955 to 1965, the Delphi Church was an Honor 
Church with the exception of 1 year , and in that 
year we increased our giving by 10 percent. An 
Honor Church was one that gave one dollar for 
Berlevolence for every two spent on ourselves. 

In July of 1965, Rev. Rankin asked that the 
relations with this church be dissolved so that he 
might accept a call to the First Presbyterian 
Church in Janesville, Wisconsin, thus bringing to 
an end the longest pastorate of the Reunited 
Church (151/2 years). We wish Rev. Jim, Laura, 
Jeane and Tom the best in their new c;hallenge. We 
were happy to have Jim and Laura at our 
Sesquicentennial Celebration. 

Rev. Frederick W. Lanan 
March 27 , 1966 to August 18, 1974 

In August of 1965 a Pulpit Committee was formed 
and the search began for a new pastor. In February 
of 1966, Rev. Frederick Lanan, the assistant pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church of Anderson, Indiana, 
was extended a call to become pastor. Rev. Lanan 
was born in Morristown, Pennsylvania, was a 
graduate of Lafayette College, and Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He was minister of the 
Presbyterian Church at Strasburg, Pennsylvania 
from 1954-61. Rev. Lanan and wife Jean, and two 
daughters, Janice and Susan w·ere welcomed to the 
Delphi community. Rev. Lanan was an excellent 
organizer, and he had a rare talent in being able to 
preach from the pulpit without the aid of notes. He 
was an excellent speaker and had excellent ser
mons. 
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. Under Rev. Lanan's leadership there was much 
discussion about the need to remodel the church 
building, as there had been no major effort in many 
years. 

-
In April of 1967, Robert Sieber was elected 

Chairman for the Buidling Committee and 
Raymond Todd, General Chairman. Permission 
was given by the Presbytery to borrow up to $75,000 
for this project. Counting all facts known at the 
beginning it was projected that the total cost would 
reach about $145,567. Other members of the 
committee were: Art Bell, Publicity; Kaye Petry, 
Furnishings; Robert Brookbank, Treasurer; 
George Obear, Advance Gifts; Virginia Emerson, 
Telephone Committee; Darilee Robbins , 
Secretary ; Watson McCormick, Legal Counsel ; 
Don Kelly , Al Burkle, Robert Clawson, Lawrence 
Medley, and Jesse Patrick. 

During certain phases of work on the remodeling, 
it was necessary for us to hold church services at 
another location, and the Delphi Community High 
School, granted us permission to use the High 
School Auditorium, located at that time on Monroe 
Street. The remodeling was completed and the 
building dedicated on September 29th, 1968. Mrs. 
Robert Bowman, Mrs. Georgia Quinn, and Mrs. 
George Obear each donated a painting to be placed 
in our new Church Lounge. 

.-

-' 

It was during this time that Rev. Lanan, among 
other duties, was appointed as chairman of the ·~ 
Education Committee of the Presbytery. Day 
Camp was substituted for Vacation Church School, 
and the Area Ministry of the Presbyterian Church 
was formed in Carroll County. The Church helped 
organize the Carroll County Council on Aging. The .
Public School 5th grade class met in the Fellowship 
Center one term, and for a few years the children of 
the Comprehensive Development Center used the 
basement rooms for daily classes. ::"-

In June of 1971, the Mormon Church of the Latter 
Day Saints, microfilmed our church records (those 
prior to 1906) without charge and provided us with 
a copy. .... -· 

In the summer of 1974, Rev. Lanan asked that the 
pastoral relations between him and the church be 
disso~ved, so that h~ might accept the pastorate of ~ 
the First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Gilead Ohio. 
We wished Fred, Jean, Janice and Susa~ best 
wishes in their new challenge. 

A pulpit committee was formed, but a new 
procedure had been instituted, and a Mission Study -
had to be conducted by the congregation before 
seeking a new minister. The study was made and 
the congregation and committee learned many 
things about our church. In June of 1975 the church 
reached another milestone, and we vlere able to .... 
retire the mortgage for the remodeling. " 



~ -

Rev. and Mrs. Frederick W. Lanan 

Rev. Dr. Douglas John Tracy 
September 28, 1975 to Date (1978) 

In July of 1975, Rev. Douglas J. Tracy of Wor
thington, Minnesota was introduced to the 
congregation and gave a sermon as a candidate for 
the Delphi Pastorate. 

A call was extended and in September of 1975, 
,.. Rev. Tracy and wife Saundra, and children, Steven 

and Elaine, arrived in Delphi to begin their work. 
Rev. Tracy, a native of North Dakota, graduated 
from Carroll College, Waukesha, Wisconsin, and 
received bis Master of Divinity and Doctor of 

""' Ministry degrees from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary. 
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Rev. Tracy was ordained September 5, 1971, in 
Bismark, North Dakota. He has served as pastor of 
the F irst Presbyterian Church in Winnebago, 
Minnesota, and as associate pastor of Westminister 
Presbyterian Church of Worthington, Minnesota. 

Rev. Tracy went to work immediately and with 
the aid and direction of the Session, many new 
ideas were introduced to the congregation. The 
order of service was changed to its present form, 
Adult Bible Study classes were started with Rev. 
Tracy as leader. A church newspaper was 
established, called the Chronicler, and it informs 
all the members of the congregation of the hap
penings of the church as well as a message from 
our pastor. 

In the summer of 1977, an early service was in
stituted for those people who were not able to be at 
the regular service, thus giving them a chance to 
worship. 

During the Sunday Service, a brief "Minute for 
Mission" is read from the pulpit, and it informs the 
congregatiion of some of the ways that 
Presbyterians help other people in the world. It 
gives us a very good idea of where the money we 
contribute is put to use. To encourage fellowship of 
the membership, a coffee break was instituted 
between the end of the service and the beginning of 
Church School. Rev. Tracy served with the Carroll 
County Council of Churches Released Time 
Committee, and Committees of the Presbytery of 
Wabash Valley. 

Rev. Tracy was Moderator of the Cutler Church, 
while they were in search of a pastor. 

Saundra Tracy with children Steven and Elaine 



CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 

The Delphi Presbyterian Church, during this 
ce!l~ury and a half has been the symbol of that 
spiritual door whereby men enter into a more 
abundant life and find refuge from cares and labors 
of the day. 

In the earliest times, the moral issues were of the 
gravest concern to all the church members and the 
Session impressed all with the action that ~ould be 
tal{en if these issues were not adhered to com
pletely. Church doctrine and moral laws would be 
obeyed. Did · one of the flock absent himself or 
herself for "some months" from worship and the 
ordinances of the church, to bring on the charge of 
unchristian conduct? Did they use language and 
manifest a spirit unbecoming of a Christian? If 
they did, you can be sure that the erring ones were 
cited to appear before the Session. at a certain 
meeting and answer the charges. Nonappearance 
brought another citation, and failure to answer the 
second time, brought a sentence of suspension from 
the communion of the church until evidence of 
repentance be shown. Rumors that a certain 
member had been intoxicated called forth a 
request from the Session that he refrain from the 
communion until such rumors could be in- · 
vestigated. In one particular incident the accused 
admitted that in a "spell of fever" he had used 
brandy until he became intoxicated from its effects 
and had continued to use it for some days. Sorrow 
for this conduct was expressed, and the Session 
admonished the backslider to be more watchful in 

· the future and under the peculiar circumstances 
deemed it unnecessary to make this action public. 
Other offenders received less consideration. If the 
drunkeness had been in public, a public rebuke was 
adm_iniste_red fa the presence of the congregation. 
(Can one imagine the reaction today?) 

Card playing, swearing in the post office even 
associating with "light and frivolous compa:Uons" 
called for an investigation by the elders, and 
repentance on the part of the accused if guilty or 
possible explusion from the church. ' ' 

One woman was charged with fornication and 
after inv~stigation was found guilty and was ex
comID:unicated from the privileges of the church. 
We thmk the question of abortion is a new issue -
not so - as one of the women in the church was 
found guilty of giving medication to another 
woman to induce abortion. 

No doubt these strict rules limited the total 
membership, but we are sure this worked out for 
the best. 
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THE WEST DELPHI CHAPEL 

In 1898, the Session became convinced that it 
needed to have additional members on the Session 
to implement the programs of the church. Four 
~ore young men were added, each representing 
different backgrounds, enabling them to be in 
touch with various phases of our social life. With 
the Session enlarged and invigorated it felt in
clined and obligated to extend the ~ork of the 
church, and the opportunity soon presented itself. 
Many of the older people and children in West 
Delphi, on account of the distance were unable to 
attend either church or Sabbath School regularly. 
An effort was made to maintain services in private 
hon:ies, but this was found to be impracticable. As a 
desire for a house of worship at that point was very 
st~on~ and the ~ople were in hearty sympathy 
with it, a substantial house was soon erected in the 
summer of 1898, which was called "The West 
Delphi C~apel". The house was completed at a 
comparatively small cost, as the citizens of West 
Delphi donated the greater part of the work and the 
lot on which it stood was donated by John Sims. The 
location is now a used car lot along State Road 18 in 
West Delphi. 

The floor was carpeted and the house furnished 
with pulpit, organ, chairs, and all other 
requirements for effective work. A Sunday School 
was organized with an enrollment of nearly a 
hundred. Ralph Hill and William Timberman were 
elected as Su!lday School Superintendents. Weekly 
prayer meetings were held, and an occasional 
preaching service was held. This was maintained ·~ 
for several years, but as the attendance dwindled 
th~ S~ssion saw fit to close the chapel and sell the 
bwld~g. One older resident of Delphi informed us 
that it was sold and moved to Delphi where it is 
still being used as part of another bttliding. 

PRESBYTERIAN MANSE 

Wh~n Rev. Omelvena and his family arrived in 
Delphi, there was some difficulty in obtaining ~ 
suitable housing. There were few houses to rent 
and those available were inferior or were too far 
removed from the center of work. It became ob
vious to all that it was necessary to built a manse 
for ~he pa~tor and his family. As with all building 
proJ~cts there we~e positive and negative ideas, 
rang1~g from loc~tion to the cost of construction. At 
that time the desirable ~rt of the city was owned 
by old .res!dents who neither intended to leave nor 
allow infrmgeme~t upon their. spacious yards for 
the ~ccommodat10n of transient residents. The 
barrier was removed by the generosity of Mrs. C.J. 
Bowen, Mr. Edward Bowen and Mrs. Mary Busey, 
w~o ~onated t.o the church one of the most desirable 
buildmg lots m the city. With this encouragement 

-.... 

the c~ngregation decided to build at once, and after 
securi~g the nec~s~ary funds, appointed a building 
committee consisting of Hiram Kerlin Edward 
Bowen, William Collins, and Ralph Hill. The 
contract was awarded to Mr. Clauser who finished 
the building in November 1895. ~ 



Presbyterian Parsonage at 215 East Main Street. 
Used by 10 pastors from 1895 to 1962. 

The house located at 215 East Main Street, was 
large and .commodious, containing eleven rooms 
and three halls, and was supplied with all the more 
recent improvements in house buildings. The 
entire value, including lot and barn, amounted to 
over $4,000. When completed it was practically paid 
for and this was a credit to the church considering 
the financial panic that had swept the country that 
year. 

This Manse was used by the pastors and families 
until 1962, when the lot was sold to a business 
concern and the house was moved to 715 North 
Union Street. At that time the church purchased 
another manse at 207 W. Summit. This was oc-

..t: cupied by Rev. James Wm. Rankin, pastor at that 
time and then by Rev. Frederick Lanan. The 
building was sold in 1976, as it had become the 
prevailing policy that a pastor should receive a 
building allowance, rather that living in a manse 

- owned by the church. 
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CHURCH LEADERS 

Throughout our church history, hundreds of 
people have been involved in leadership and have 
given freely of their time and talent. There is no 
way of naming everyone involved. We are in
cluding a brief report on two who were active 
leaders, and are typical of the many others who 
also served the church. 

GEORGE HENRY CHRISTIAN BEST 

Mr. George Henry Christian Best, 1833-1917, was 
for the greater part of his long life, an active and 
contributing member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Delphi. He was born in Germany and at 
the age of sixteen came to the United States. He 
came directly to Indianapolis, was married there, 
and then moved to Delphi in 1855. He was born into 
the Lutheran Church, but became a Presbyterian 
after he came to Delphi. His three sons and five 
daughters, and their spouses were all at one time or 
another active in the same congregation. 



Isabelle Rinehart Baum, member of the Church 
from 1913-1977. Picture taken on her 90th birthday. 

Elizabeth and John Ratcliff, members for over 50 
years 
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Mr. Best was both an elder. and trustee of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Delphi. He was active 
in the Sunday School Union, which promoted 
Sunday Schools throughout the county. The window 
at the northeast front of the sanctuary of the 
present church was given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. 
Best by their children. From information compiled 
by Elizabeth R. Best (1978). 

MATTHEW STERLING 
In 1866, Matthew Sterling became chorister and 

teacher in both the Old School and the New School 
branches of the church in Delphi. For 35 years he 
was Superintendent of the Presbyterian Sunday 
School and president of the Carroll County Sunday 
School Union. 

The Carroll County Sunday School Union was 
organized in 1866, with a membership of 32 chur
ches representing many denominations. A meeting 
was held each year with speakers from the county 
and state talking on subjects of interest to Sunday 
School workers. Meetings usually began in the 
evening and continued through the next day. 

Matthew Sterling led the Presbyterian Church 
choir for nearly forty years, and was an elder for 
many consecutive years in the church, until the 
congregation preferred to have members serve a 
more limited term. He was active in all church 
affairs, and was a local businessman. 

CHURCH WINDOWS 

Four of the stained, glass windows in the church 
sanctuary have been given in memory of families 
who have been active in the church. Bronze plaques 
give the following information: 

"Memorial to Mr. & Mrs. Hiram Kerlin". 
"Memorial to Mr. & Mrs. H.S. McClure". 
"Memorial to .Catherine Trawin Bowen (Mrs. 

Abner Hunt Bowen) Daughter of Missionary 
Parents to India by Her Children Edward Wright 
Bowen, Mary Bowen Busey (Mrs. S.T.)". 

"Memorial to Mr. & Mrs. Geo. H.C. Best". 

Many other families and individuals have been 
active church members but limited space does not 
permit the listing of all names. 

Miss Nellie Haughey and Mrs. Ed Baum 

-..... 
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WOME N IN THE CHURCH 

Women ~ave always made ~p about half · the 
membership of the church, and by working as 
indi viduals and as members of women's 
organizations have contributed their full share 
toward the progress and development of the 
church. 

Let us now take a look at some of the many 
women's organizations in our church. 

THE LADIES' MISSIONARY SOCIETY . 
The Ladies' Missionary Society was organized 

January 5, 18.73, through the earnest efforts of Mrs. 
L.M. Stephens, the pastor's wife. The purpose of 
the organization was to support missions both 
Home and Foreign and to study and deveiop an 
atmosphere that would stimulate young 
missionaries to arise and offer themselves to take 
part in the work of missions. Many years before 
Mrs. Stephens organized the society, ·mission work 
in foreign lands was a subject well understood by 
the Presbyterian Church in Delphi. Mrs. Mary 
Trawin and her husband sailed from England to 
Ind~a as repre.sentatives. of th~ London Missionary 
Society. Her eight years m India, together with the 
fact that her husband had given his life for those 
people, had deeply impressed her with their ap
palling need. He~ only daughter, Mrs. C. J. Bowen, · 
was also deeply impressed and became a life long 
worker and a liberal giver to the cause. Mrs. Anna 
Gaylord, a devoted worker was the first president 
of the organization, and served until she moved 
from Delphi. The young society was soon launched 
into action an~ the first offering was a shipment of 
a box of clothmg to a school at Corisco Mission 
~ca. ' 

Many projects and offerings were made to this 
cause during the next few years and with such an 
atmosphere it was not surprising that young 
missionaries should arise and willingly offer 
themselves to take part in the work. 

Miss A~nes Carey, a member of the church was 
commissioned a missionary to Persia in Septe:nber 
of 1880. She remained at her post for about three 
years until ill health forced her to return home. 

Miss Anna M. Rickets was commissioned a 
missionary in 1893, and was sent to Siam, but due to 
the unhealthy climate, she remained only two 
years. 

THE ANNUAL PRAISE SERVICE 

The Annual Praise Service became a feature of 
.J..., the Missionary Society on March 10, 1886. To this 

service the ladies of the church were personally 
invited, and each was furnished with a small en
velope in which she was requested to place her 
thank-offering with a suitable scripture text and 

.,,. bring it to the meeting. The object was aimed to 
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interest those ladies who were not in the habit of 
at~nding the missionary meetings, and give them 
an idea of the progress made by the Gospel in other 
lands. Whether this objective was attained or not 
we do not know, but it did help to replenish the 
depleted treasury. 

LADIES SOCIAL UNION 

This was one of the most industrious and am
bitious branches of the Church. It provided for the 
general comfort of the congregation and helped the 
Trustees out of many a difficulty. It was organized 
December 26, 1873, with Mrs. W. Edmonds as 
President; Mrs. Wm. Bradshaw as Treasurer ; 'and 
Mrs. Mary Bowen as Secretary. 

The society used many fund raising projects to 
fulfill their g~als. Some of them were: oyster 
suppers spelling schools, strawberry festivals 
singing schools, mum socials, Japanese teas' 
basket tea parties , election suppers, thimble 
parties, just to mention a few. Proceeds from these 
projects were used for such things as payment for a 
piano, organ, carpet matting; church furniture· 
hymnals ; gas-machine ; furnace; renovation of 
church; water works and electric lights. 

It appears that this organization was of great 
help to everyone in the church. 

THE THREAD - NEEDLE SOCIETY 

There are, in every church, certain ministeries of 
mercy called for which by their nature are too 
d~lic:ate for masculine hands, and are not 'properly 
withm the sph~re of the Deacon's office. The 
financial crisis th~t man~ ha~ gone through had 
left many a ~ome m deprivation and suffering. A 
number of c~dren! because th.ey could not provide 
th~n:iselves with Sll;ltable clothmg, were denied the 
privilege of attending Sabbath School. This was a 
matter of deep concern to the Sabbath School 
work~rs, and this crystallized in the organization of 
a society for the_ purpose of supplying clothing and 
other needful things to those who desired to attend 
Sabbath ~chool. The society which adapted itself to 
the varymg needs of our people, was organized at 
the ho1!1e of_ Mr. ~atthew Sterling, on March 17, 
1897, with Miss Melmda Eversole as President and 
Miss lone McCain as Secretary. 

These are just a few of the many women's 
organizations in the church. Each had a different 
name, and was organized for different purposes but 
all s~rved the Lord by helping not only the church 
and its members, but other people in the com
munity and in the world. 

Beca~se of the limitation of time and space, let us 
now skip a half century of women's activities and 
take a look at present organizations. 



WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

The Women's Association of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Delphi, Indiana was 
organized in 1944 with Mrs. Robert VanNatta 
serving as first president. . . 

Its purpose was: "Seeking to be obedient to God's 
call in Jesus Christ we unite: To support the 
Mission of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA ; To help one another to grow in Christian 
F'aith and understanding; and To act in Christian 
concern in the company of God's people 
everywhere." 

Women of · the church were urged to meet in 
groups of their choice. They met monthly in homes 
of members, or at the church. These were called 
Circles and were named for women of the Bible, 
which in 1978 are: Ruth-Rachel, Esther-Martha 
and Sarah. 

The program for the meetings consisted of 
prayer, devotions, singing and Bible Study. Con
tributions by members were used to meet the 
Women's Association Budget for National 
Missions, Christian Education and Ecumenical 
Missions, Presbyterial Expenses and Local Ex
penses. Women worked on the sewing projects 
which they did as their share of Mission work. 
Dinners were served to various groups to earn 
additional money for projects. 

Several money making projects were carried out 
during the years and one of the most outstanding 
was helping serve food for 85,000 people at the 
Prairie Farmer-WLS Farm Progress Show held on 
the Miles T. Martin Farm in the county in 1954. 
Money earned was used to purchase electrical 
equipment for our church kitchen which was 
remodeled at that time. 

Mrs. Edith Farr and Mrs. John Klepinger were 
honored March 15th, 1956 at a meeting of the 
Women's Association of the Delphi Presbyterian 
Church. Both received pins and were made 
honorary members of the Board of National 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States for their services in the field of music. Mrs. 
Farr had been church organist for many years, and 
Mrs. Klepinger had for some years directed the 
choir. Presentation was made by Miss Nellie 
Haughey. Three other members of the Delphi 
Presbyterian Church, who in former years 
received pins, were Mrs. E.W. Bowen, Miss Nellie 
Haughey, and Mrs. Grace Shaffer. Mrs. Robert 
Sieber gave an Easter story and a girls' trio 
composed of Louise Gros, Nancy Rule and Susan 
Johnson sang. Pouring at the tea table were Mrs. 
Joseph Peterson, president of the Woman's 
Association, and Mrs. Ira Fisher. 

In December, 1977 a very successful Bazaar and 
Chicken Pie Supper was served and proceeds used 
for several projects for others and ourselves. 
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Women who have worked together in the 
Association have gained much fellowship from 
attending Circle meetings and helping on projects. 

Many women have given freely of their time and 
talents in the work of the Association. Those who 
have served as presidents of the Women's 
Association are: Mrs. Robert VanNatta, Mrs. 
George Todd, Mrs. Gearold Clawson, Mrs. Joseph 
Peterson, Mrs. Noland Howell, Mrs. Earl Newell, 
Mrs. Watson McCormick, Mrs. Charles Black, 
Mrs. George Obear, Mrs. Albert Denk, Mrs. John 
Peterson, Mrs. Lee Flora, Mrs. David Hanna, Mrs. 
Robert Bradshaw, Mrs. Ira Fisher, Mrs. Margaret 
Limp, Mrs. George Wagoner, Mrs. Francis 
Humbarger,. and Mrs. Robert Duff. 

MUSIC 

Music has been a part of the church since early 
days; and even though we cannot write a history of 
its early days, we can at least consider the past 40 
to 50 years. As a starting point, let us consider some 

-,_ 

of the work done by Mrs. Arlyne Bradshaw in the .;:
early to mid 1930's. She organized and directed a 
childrens (young people) choir, and devoted a 
great amount of time and effort to this project. To 
help keep up interest in the choir, she had many 
social parties for the group, and it is no doubt that _ 
this early groundwork, helped in later years in 
forming an adult choir. One incident that we must 
relate, is the fact that this group, through various 
jobs, was able to come up with the first donation 
toward a new organ. Mrs. Bradshaw then matched 
their offering. After the adult choir was formed, ........ 
Mrs. Bradshaw .was one of the directors. 

In 1942, at the request of Rev. Harry B. Parker, 
Wanda Klepinger organized an adult choir and was -~ 
its director. She has served as director and-or 
member since 1942, and prior to that was a member 
of several quartets. She has been involved in the 
music in the church since becoming a member in 
the late 1930's. In 1976 Wanda was honored by the 
congregation for her many years of service by a ~ 
special program, "This is your life, Wanda 
Klepinger". Wanda is still a very active member of 
the choir and is to be commended for her efforts. 

Mrs. Edith Farr was church organist for 38 
years. She devoted many hours and lots of effort in 
this capacity. She spent many hours in practice and 
was always there when needed. Always a very 
friendly and talented person, Mrs. Farr is to be 
congratulated for her splendid work. .:-~ 

Since Mrs. Farr's retirement, Mrs. Virginia 
Brookbank has been the church organist, and since 
1932 she has been associated with the music of the 
church from Sunday School pianist - to choir ..:;; 
member - to organist. 



Mrs. Edith Farr, Organist Emeritus 
(Served the church for 38 yrs.) 

Virginia Brookbank -Organist 
Doug Wood -Musical director 

Ray Orr has been a part of the music 
'?'- organization of the church since the 1930's. Ray has 

been a faithful, diligent, hard working and willing 
member. He has, on many occasions, been the 
soloist for the church, and always has done a 
tremendous job. He is still a very active and faith
ful member of the choir, and Ray - the 
congregation thanks you for your efforts. 

The present choir consists of: Wanda Klepinger, 
John Ward, Betty Ward, Ray Qrr, 

~ Darilee Robbins, Patsy Fouts, Betty McCormick, 
Pearl Robinson, Mary Catherine Ward, Shirley 
Allen Doris Peterson, and others who, from time to 
time,' sing with the group. The . choir is to be 
thanked and commended for their wonderful ef-

- forts. The music of the choir adds greatly to the 
church service. 
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Since Wanda Klepinger has stepped down as 
choir director, we were veryiortunate in obtaining 
the services of Douglas Wood as director. Doug, 
who was a music instructor in the Delphi Com
munity School Corporation, is a very highly 
qualified, personable, dynamic and enthusiastic 
director and a great asset to the music of the 
church. On many occasions he was the soloist, and 
we all enjoyed his singing. We will miss him since 
he moved to California this summer. 

Many people were members of quartets , and 
trios, or soloists, prior to the adult choir, and their 
efforts added must to the church service. We 
cannot thank them enough. Names such as Roy 
Clauser, E.O. Grimm, Albert Denk, and many 
others come to mind. Mr. E.0. Grimm was, at one 
time, director of music in the church. Those people 
whose names we have as being members of trios or 
quartets are: 

Mrs. Lachmund Wanda Klepinger E.O. Grimm 

Mabel Jakes 

E.O. Grimm 

Harry Baum 

Pearl Baum 

E.O. Grimm 

Roy Clauser 

Pearl Baum 

Mabel Fraser 

Roy Clauser 

Fred Sites Wanda Klepinger Jean Gros 

Charles Black Roberta Denk Wanda Klepinger 

Charles Flora Ray Orr Roberta Denk 

James Flora. Albert Denk 

CHOIR DIRECTORS JR. CHOIR DIRECTORS 

Wanda Klepinger Wanda Klepinger 

Arlyne Bradshaw JeanLanan 

David Goacher Jane Vansickle 

Doug Wood Susan Johnson 

ORGANISTS Margaret Limp 

Mrs. Luther McCain Betty Bitler 

Bessie Bibbins Mrs. Gene Simons 

Emma Niewerth Christina Bartlow 

Edith Farr 

Virginia Brookbank 

Marcia Mason Andrew 



; 

High School Choir 1954 

Front Row - Mrs. Gene Simons director, Nancy Bradshaw, Betty Bitler, Mary Lynn Orr, Nancy 

Hall , Judy Obear and Rita Medley. Back Row - Carolyn Thomson, Virginia Delaney, 

Susan Johnson, Phyllis Flora, Beverly Bitler, Carolyn Peterson, Virginia Peterson, Louise Gros 

and Nancy Rainbolt. 

.. 

--
-• 

~ 

Children's Choir 1957-58. Margaret Limp Director 
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Children's Choir 1978. Jane Vansickle-Director 

.~ 

" WANDA, THIS IS YOUR LIF E " 

A most unusual program was held Sunday af-
" ternoon, January 11, 1976 when members and 

friends of the Delphi Presbyterian Church honored 
Wanda Klepinger, one of their active members as 
she retired from a role she had for over 30 years as 
choir director of the church. All other members of 

- the church had received a notice of the surprise and 
no one told Wanda about it. 
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She was completely surprised when after the 
annual congregational meeting Sunday afternoon, 
Rev. Douglas Tracy, minister, asked if there was 
any other business. Ray Orr, acting as master of 
ceremonies, called Wanda Klepinger to be honored 
with a "This is Your Life" program. 

Participating in the program were her husband, 
John Klepinger, their children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Klepin.,ger and son, Scott, and Jack 
Klepinger and his fiance, Patty Duffy, all from 
Elkhart. Also Mrs. Johnson Emerson, who was 
Mrs. Klepinger's second grade teacher at 
Brookston, and Mr. Emerson of Monticello ; Dr. 
Grover Hartman of Indianapolis, who had been a 
high school classmate at Brookston; Mrs. Mary 
Alkire, Mrs. Ruth Safford, Mrs. Vivian Hobaugh 
and Mrs . Margaret Mills , cousins ; Mrs. 
Marguerite McKinley of Wabash, who was a 
college classmate at North Manchester; Mrs. Lois 
Klepinger Stratton of Clayton, sister-in-law; Mrs. 
Maxine Yoder of Delphi, a former pupil; and Ty 
Welch, of Delphi, principal at Pittsburg where Mrs. 
Klepinger taught school several years. 

Dr. T. Neal Petry presented a watch from the 
congregation in appreciation of her volunteer 
service. 

Several local and out-of-town friends were also in 
attendance. 

Serving on the committee for the program were 
Pearl Robinson, Donnabelle Sieber and Betty 
McCormick. 



Mens Choir Layman's Sunday October 18, 1959 

Adult choir October 18, 1959 left to right: Front row Nola Merson, Pearl Robinson, Jean Gros, Virginia 

Brookbank, Laura Rankin, Wanda Klepinger, Doris Peterson, Mary Kay Sieber, Mrs. Dale 

Smith. Back row: Ray Orr, Edith Farr, Organist; Ray Todd. 
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Chancel Choir 1978. Front Row Patsy FoutS, Darilee Robbins , Wanda Klepinger, Mary 

Catherine Ward, Betty Ward, Virginia Brookbank, Organist. Back Row, Doug Wood, Director; John 

Ward, Doris Peterson, Shirley Allen, Pearl Robinson, Betty McCormick, Ray Orr. 

Sunday School Teachers Rally Day September 27, 1959 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The management of the Sabbath School and 
training of our young people in the word of God and 
the Catechisms of the church has received con
siderable attention every since the church was 
organized. There was avoidance· · of all sen
sationable methods to induce children and others to 
become members of our Church School; but tact 
and persistance were the tools used to gather in 
those who were without Sunday School privileges. 

The teachers, being carefully selected, had to 
attend weekly teachers meetings, and through 
interchange of thought and study, they were well 
prepared for·.the Sabbath duties. 

For many years, Sunday worship service began 
with opening exercises for Sunday School. Mem
bers of all classes met together, sang songs, and 
held a worship service before meeting separately 
for the classes, after which they att~nded regular 
church worship service. 

In 1948, the order of service was changed, with 
regular church services first , and the opening 
exercises for Sunday School was eliminated. 

By having a Sunday School Superintendent, 
Pianist, Song Leader, Secretary-Treasurer and one 
or more teachers for each of the classes hundreds 
of people have been involved in work for the 
church. 

When we consider the Church School, the Cradle 
Roll , and similar organizations, we regret that we 
were not able to fine the names of all those direc
tors and teachers who participated. We will 
mention a few names: Grace Robbins, Catherine 
McCain, and Maude Smith and let their names 
honor all those teachers and other leaders who 
served so well. 

For years Mrs. Charles (Lily) Gros, was Sunday 
School Librarian. The books were kept in a small 
room to the South of the stairway, now Room No. 
102. Members of the Sunday School classes made 
good use of the many books in the library. 

In collecting material for a book of this kind, it is 
necessary to get information from many sources. 
Quite often complete information is not available, 
and sometimes different sources do not agree on 
certain details. 

We found an article in the Delphi Journal, March 
29. 1923 which stated: "The Hustlers Club, an 
organized class of the Presbyterian Sunday School, 
taught by Gearold Clawson, have elected the 
following officers: President, Roger Mayhill; Vice 
President, Frederick Morrison; 8ecretary, Watson 
McCormicki and Treasurer, Wm. Kerlin. The boys 
have formea a Basketball Club for regular play and 
have secured the armory for practice on Tuesday 
evenings". We have found no other information 
about this club, and those who were listed as 
members are unable to give any information. 
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There is no record of many of the Sunday School 
classes in the church, and only a few records on ~ 
others. The following information on the various 
Sunday School classes is no indication of their 
relative importance, but is based on the amount of 
inf or ma tion available. 

One of the bright spots was finding a note book 
that gives all the details on the Jolly Aides Club. 
This note book tells where and why the club was 
organized, gives the by-laws and has the minutes of 
every meeting. After the club disbanded, someone .... 
was thoughtful enough to write several pages · -
summarizing the activities of the club. 

JOLLY AIDES 

Mrs. N. W. Bowen organized the Jolly Aides 
Club, on February 21, 1908. It was composed of 
members from the several Sunday School Classes 
of young people. 

To better understand what the objectives of the 
club were, we quote from their by-laws. "We the 
children of the Presbyterian Sunday Schoof, in 
order to promote sociability, to aid in the erection 
of a new church home and aid in building for 
ourselves character such as true noble men and 
women should have; do band ourselves together for 
mutual aid" . 

·-

"Resolved: that the purpose of the club shall be, 
First -- to build character for ourselves and this 
may be done by always being polite and respectful 
to everyone, no matter who or in what condition of • ., 
life, by always being bright and cheery, looking on 
the bright side of life and cultivating a spirit of 
unselfishness and self sacrifice. Second - to aid in 
the erection of our new church and Third -- to .... 
promote sociability and friendliness among our- ' 
selves. 

"Resolved: That we recognize God as the Father 
of us all and Jesus Christ His son as the Savior of 
the world and do all in our power to learn of Him 
and do His will." ....,. 

The Club met on the first and third Friday 
evening each month, and members paid dues of Sc 
per month. Officers for the first three months, 
were: Kathryn Baech, President; Abner Bowen, 
Vice President; Ruth Hinkle, Secretary and Leo 
Ulm, Treasurer. 

Among others who served as officers were: Hilda 

. .. 

Bowen, Marie Ferling, Marguerite Kirkpatrick, ... 
Robert Bowen, Millie Mahoney, Dorothy Gustave!, 
Pauline Ulm, Edna Gustave!, Sallie Ryan, Mary 
Hinkle, Mabel Cochrane, Mary Watt, Mildred 
Knight, George Baum, Frances Best, Ruth Mc
Cormick, Millard Quinn, Ruth McDonald, and ~ 
Flora Sanderson. ' 



The Club held regular meetings for more .than 
three years, and disbanded on April 21, 1911 while 
it was still a very active clµb. Membership 
averaged about 36, and attendance at meetings 
ranged from 15 to 25. 

Entertainment at the social meetings included 
arts and crafts work, spelling matches, Halloween 
Masquerade party, moving pictures, and other 
games and amusements. 

The class put on several plays in which all 
members participated. They also held Bazaars 
fairs and markets to raise money. They used th~ 
money to pay $160 for a window on the East side of 
the church. It is now on the South East corner of 
room 205. 

The club also made 2 quilts, one of which was on 
display at the 150th year celebration, and is now in 
the Carroll County Historical Museum in the Court 
House. 

PHILATHEA CLASS 

On January 27, 1914 a committee of 7 met at the 
home of Matthew Sterling to make plans for a Bible 
Study Class for the women of the church. Com
mittees were appointed and a group of 16 met 
February 3 at the home of Mrs. Charles Gros and 
elected the following officers: Teacher, Mrs. Eva 
Dooley; President, Mrs. N.P. Patterson; Vice 
President, Mrs. Ed Blythe; Treasurer, Miss 
Florence Crawford; Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Troxell. 

Regular meetings of the Sunday School Class 
began the first Sunday in March 1914. Social 
meetings were held each month in the homes of 
members, where they had Bible study, and worked 
on church projects. Membership in the class was 
open to any woman in the church over 20 years of 
age. Some of the early members in addition to the 
officers were: Mrs. George Hall, Mrs. Myers, Miss 
Ada Smith, Mrs. Cowdin, Miss Bonnell, Miss Ella 
Sharrer, Miss Mabel Jakes, Miss Flora Snoody, 
Mrs. Cushman, Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. Bert 
May hill, Miss NeUie Haughey, Miss Marie Frisbee, 
Mrs. Emmett Day, and Mrs. Lillie Gros. 

The class selected "Others" as their motto, and 
the records show that they did have a concern for 
others. They made quilts and comforts, and held 
markets and washed all the windows in the par
sonage. They paid the tuition for two girls from 
North Carolina to attend a Home Industrial School 
and pledged money for the Gary Neighborhood 
House. They made clothing for local families and 
contributed to Sunday School funds. During World 

- War I they did not serve refreshments at their 
social meetings. 
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The class ceased to be active about 1965. 
Teachers for the later years were Mrs. Flora 
Fethers and Miss Nellie Haughey. 

Some members in later years were: Mrs. Lillie 
Gros, Mrs. Garfield Shaffer, Miss Nellie Haughey 
Mrs. Zelpha Kramer, Mrs. Wm. L. Cowdin, Mrs'. 
Flora Fethers, Mrs. Dora Liebert, Mrs. Julia 
Harner, Mrs. Ada Hinkle, Mrs. Ella Hill, Miss Amy 
Best, Mrs. Minnie Baum, Miss Anna Hardy, Mrs. 
Burford, Mrs. E. W. Bowen, Mrs. Nancy Mc
Cormick, Miss Odell, Mrs. Dora Lyon, Mrs. Ed
ward Smock, Mrs. Pearl Allen, Mrs. J.C. Downey 
Miss Belle Snoody, Miss Mary Snocxly, Mrs. Juli~ 
Ir~lan, Mrs. J .J?. Klepinger, Miss Myrtle Ferrier, 
Miss Adah S~1th, Mrs. Charles Schnepp, Miss 
Ruth McCormick, Mrs. Josephine Mears Mrs. 
Georgia Kerlin, Mrs. Anna Hoan, Mrs. Horatio 
Rohrabaugh, Mrs. Elsie Crundwell Mrs. Marion 
Moyer, Mrs. Mattie Ginn and Mrs. Wm. Klepinger. 

ELBAICOS CLASS 

A class of adult married couples, which com
bined both church school and social activities. 
Backwards it spells "sociable", and we are sure 
they were. We read of several accounts in the social 
side where teams were formed and the losing team 
in a contest might have to cook the supper for a 
class party. The class ceased to be active about 
1960. 

Teachers have been C. T. Amick, Mrs. E . W. 
Bowen, and Mrs. Edgar Fountain. 

Some members of the class were : Mr. & Mrs. 
Alba Allen, Mr. & Mrs. C. T. Amick, Mr. & Mrs. 
Lytle Anderson, Mrs. E.W. Bowen, Mr. & Mrs. Abe 
Burkholder, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Caldwell, Mr. & 
Mrs. J.C. Downey, Mrs. Edith Farr, Mr. & Mrs. 
Walter Fauber, Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Fountain, Mrs. 
Martha Ginn, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Griffith, Mr. & 
Mrs. George Hall, Mrs. Maggie Kirkpatrick, Mr. & 
Mrs. Oscar Leatherman, Mr. & Mrs. Emmett 
Mabbitt, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Martin, Mr. & Mrs. 
Miles Martin, Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Pearson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Roy Robbins, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sieber, Mr. & 
Mrs. Sam Sites, Mr. & Mrs. John Smith, Mr. & Mrs. 
Tom Smith and Mr. & Mrs. Joe Wilson. 

TUCKABATCHEE CLASS 

The Tuckabatchee Class was an adult Sunday 
School Class organized January 4, 1923 with 14 
married couples with Mrs. J. C. Downey as 
teacher. According to several members the class 
had in depth study of church school materials and 
Bible references. We understand that the word 
Tuckabatchee means "Stick together and add to". 
This they did for several years and as other classes 
ceased to function, their members joined this class. 
We find that C.C. McFarland, C.T. Amick, L.M. 
Pletcher and Homer Wilson were among the many 
class leaders. The class was always known for its 
willingness to serve the people of the church. It 
remained active until about 1965. 



Some of the class members were: Mr. & Mrs. 
Lytle Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Gearold Clawson, Mr. 
& Mrs. Albert Denk, Mr. & Mrs. Levi Furst, Mt. & 
Mrs. Wilbur Grantham, Mr. · & Mrs. Luther 
Grantham, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Grimm, Mr. & Mrs. Roy 
Gregg, Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Hoffman, Mr. & Mrs. 
Dale Maxwell, Mr. & Mrs. Curtis _¥cCain, Miss 
Ruth McCormick, Mr. & Mrs. Justice Musselman, 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Newell, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Quick, 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Robbins, Mr. & Mrs. Wm. 
Smith, Mr. & Mrs. George Todd, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
VanNatta, and Mr. & Mrs. Homer Wilson. 

TUXISCLUB 

The Tuxis Club was a young peoples organization 
that met for Christian study on Sunday evening. 
After talking with some of the men who were 
members and attended, we found that they did not 
know much about the organization, and we came to 
the hasty conclusion that this just might have been 
a good excuse for them to get out on Sunday 
evening, very possibly to socialize rather than to 
study the word of the Lord. 

Interviews with others who remember more 
about it indicate that it was a live and active 
organization with attendance as high as 150 at some 
meetings. Organized in the late 1920's the 
organization remained active for several years, 
and several times they provided the entire worship 
service for other churches in the county. 

AMISTAD CLASS 

In the Presbyterian Church Sunday School, 
children are promoted from one class to another as 
they change grades in school. No satisfactory 
method has been developed to promote adults from 
one class to another, so when a new adult class is 
organized, members continue to remain in that 
class. Young people graduating from high school 
hestitate to enter a class of older people, so there 
soon develops a number of young people who do not 
feel welcome in a Sunday Class. This was the 
situation when Rev. Harry B. Parker invited a 
group of young people to his home for an evening 
meeting on November 9, 1937. They decided to 
organize a new class, and met for the first time on 
Sunday morning November 14, 1937. The next 
Tuesday evening they again met at Parker's home 
and elected John Klepinger, President; Kathryn 
Hiatt, Secretary-Treasurer with Mary Alice Cripe 
assistant. John Klepinger had recently taken a 
course in Spanish and suggested that the class 
name be "Amistad" which was Spanish for 
''Friendship''. 

The class has continued to meet for regular 
Sunday School classes. Early teachers were Rev. 
and Mrs. Harry B. Parker, Nellie Haughey, and C. 
T. Amick. Other teachers have been Arthur Rit
chey, Ray Todd, Ray Orr, Francis Humbarger, 
Robert Quinn, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thompson and 
many other members of the class. 

30 

---... 

Mr. C.T. Amick at Amistad picnic at Leonard 
Blythe's ""<C 

Social meetings were held every month for 
several years. Since 1967 they have had 3 social 
meetings each year. The Annual Picnic in June 
began in 1947 as a "Bride and Groom" party at the 
Leonard Blythe home with special guests being all .,::
couples who had been married by Rev. Freeman. 
Fourteen of these couples attended the picnic. 

The Annual Weiner Roast has been held at the 
John C. Peterson home every year beginning in 
1947 except five times when it has been held at the ·::: 
church because of rain or mosquitoes and in 1959 
when it was held at Lee Floras. 

The December meeting has been a Christmas 
party, and for the last 3 years has included a trip to .: 
Purdue to hear the Christmas program. 

Membership in the class has averaged about 40 to 
60 during the 40 years with a high of 140 members ,:
and prospective members in 1954. Attendance at 
Sunday School has averaged 20 to 30 and at parties 
from 20 to 50. 

Members of the class who have served as officers 
since it was organized are: John and Wanda ~ 
Klepinger, Kathryn Hiatt, Mary Alice Cripe, 
Joseph and Elizabeth Peterson, Margaret (Martin) 
Burkle, Laurene Cohee, Leonard and Luella 
Blythe, Freda Sines, Edith Baum, Frances Cripe, ~~ 
Edna Cassman, John and Doris Peterson, Francis 
and Maxine Humbarger, Ray and Helen Orr, 
Gladys Young, Wilbur and Lois Bitler, Virginia 
Delaney, Pauline Skiles, Raymond Todd, Charles 
and Elizabeth Black, Robert and Lucille Quinn, 
Charles Nance, Robert and Lois Brown, Harold and ~ 
Nelma Berry, Bill and Shirley Smith, Albert and 
Gene Bartlow, Bill and Jean Harford, Dr. J.M. and 
Rachel Haggard, Ted Brown, Milton and Gertrude 
Bowman, Claude Robinson, Joe and Mary 
Catherine Ward, Margaret Limp, Bill Dickinson, ... --
and Charles Rice. -



PAMACODI CLASS 

In 1957 Bill Harford and Ted Brown resigned as 
president and vice president of the Amistad Class 
to organize a new class made up of younger 
members of the Amistad class and other 
young married couples who had no class. It was 
called Pamacodi and for several years was very 
popular. We have heard several definitions of the 
word Pamacodi. We are not absolutely sure of the 
correct one but one popular opinion was 
"Presbyterian Adult Members Active Class of 

-;r Delphi, Indiana". Many people acted as leaders, 
and we mention Arthur Ritchey, J.M. Haggard, 
anct Wayne Eikenberry as some of the teachers. 
The class attendance declined, and after about ten 
years ceased to function, and was replaced by the 

.~ Fellowship Class. 

Some members of the Pamacodi Class were: Mr 
& Mrs. Abel Alvarez, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brook
bank, Mr. & Mrs. Ted Brown, Fay Ebrite, Virginia 
Emerson, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gra~tham, Edna 

' Grimm, Mr. & Mrs. David Hanna, Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Harford, Mr. & Mrs. Don Kelly , Mr. & Mrs. Ned 
Long, Betty Maxwell, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mills, Mr. 
& Mrs. John Pastor, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Quinn, Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne Rule, Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Sines, Mr. & 

.'*' Mrs. John Ward, Mr. & Mrs. Warren Wood, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Youngberg. 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS 

This class, organized in 1970 is the largest and 
most active Sunday School class in the church. It is 
composed of young married adults, or at least 
young at heart, and their activities are many and 

.,, varied. They have held services at the Nursing and 
County Home, and have had numerous social ac
tivities. Their enthusiasm should be a great 
stimulant to all church members. 

Members of the class served as teacher for one 
month and many different topics are discussed and 
debated. Dr. George Wagoner led a discussion on 
drugs and other social and medical issues. John 

• Hoffman, Mrs. Cullen Eikenberry, Ray Nelson, 
Jerry Garrison, Gary Rideout, Neda Bushman, and 
Jack Heath were among the many local discussion 
leaders. 

It is a congenial, dynamic group. They have 
several social meetings during the year with in
teresting programs. They have served chili sup
pers and have helped with many other programs 
for the church. 

Among those who have served as officers are 
Gerald and Lynn Kolter, Robert and Pat Duff Don 
and Darilee Robbins, Tom and Diane Flora,' Kim 

_ and Annette Black, John and Betty Ward and 
Lawrence and Lillian Stauffer. 
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Other members of the class include: Art and 
Lillie Bell, Carol and Joetta Flora, Ned and Lucy 
Long, Gene and Judy Humbarger, Shirley and Bob 
Allen, R. J. and Kathy Todd, Perry and Cathy 
Cobb, John Gingrich V and Linda, Raymond and 
Geneva Todd, Jean Willy, Tom and Patsy Fouts, 
Bob and Bonnie Smigelski, Al and Gene Bartlow, 
Margaret Bartlow, Dick and Doris McLeland, Bill 
and Sue Penn, Nelson and Pearl Sines, Roger and 
Ann Ross, and Ron and Dee Baker. 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Children of the Church are divided according to 
age groups for Sunday School classes, and are 
promoted to the next class when they change 
grades in school. 

During church a nursery is available for those 
children up to 3 years of age. Frona Wilson is in 
charge of this class. Following church, classes are 
available for the rest of the children. Teachers for 
Pre-School are Dee Baker and Saundra Tracy; 
Kindergarten and 1st grade, Judy Humbarger and 
Linda Gingrich; 2nd and 3rd grades Pearl 
Robinson, Cathy Smith and Shirley Allen; 4th and 
5th grades Donnabelle Sieber and Lucy Long; Jr. 
Hi., Ken Murray and Jean Willy; and Sr. Hi. Pat 
Duff. Patsy Fouts is Superintendent and Bonnie 
Smigelski is Assistant Superintendent. 

Sunday School children 1968 

1978 Primary Dept. -Teachers: Mrs. Robinson & 
Mrs.Smith 



1978 Intermediate Dept. -Teachers: Mrs. Long & 
Mrs. Sieber 

1978 Junior Hi Dept. -Teacher Ken Murray 

1978 Senior Hi Dept. - Teacher Pa t Duff 
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DAR TB ALL 

In the fall of 1950, Rev. James Wm. Rankin in
troduced to the men of the church a game called 
Dartball, and a team was formed. Other churches 
in Carroll County organized Dartball teams and 
played games on Wednesday night from about the 
middle of October to the first of March. During the 
1960's more than 15 churches in the county par
ticipated, and there were 20 churches during the 
winter of 1964-65. 

..... 

Each team had from 6 to 10 players. This 
provided an opportunity for the men from different 
churches in the county get acquainted with each 
other, participate in a sport, and have fellowship at 
the same time. The program also provided an 
interesting learning experience. There was an 
unconfirmed report that the players learned 
several new words when a player missed the board 
and hit a preacher with a dart. 

... _ 

Among those from the Delphi Presbyterian 
Church who participated were: Charles Black, 
Kim Black, Ned Brookbank, Jack Cohee, Edwin 
CUnningham, Wm. Dickinson, Carol Flora, Lee 
Flora, Tom Flora, Levi Furst, John Gingrich IV, 
John Gingrich V, Joe Grimm, Bill Harford, 
Francis Humbarger, Gene Humbarger, Fred ,--; 
Lanan, Ned Long, Larry Medley, Gary Medley, 
Jim Rankin, Charles Rice, Robert Robbins, Nelson 
Sines, Charles Sines, Joe Ward, John R. Ward, 
Homer Wilson, Harold Wilson, and Wayne Yates. 

MEMORIAL FUND 

In 1973 the Session appointed Donnabelle Sieber, 
Irene Mason and Gertrude Bowman as members of 

... .... . 

a Memorial Fund Committee to encourage 
members to make contributions In Memory of ''-"' 
former members of the church, and to use the 
money for furniture and equipment needed in the 
church. 

About $2,000 has been donated to the fund, and 
has been used to purchase a studio piano for the 
Sanctuary, a table and lamp for the Church 
Lounge, and a 4-drawer fireproof filing cabinet for 
the safe keeping of records in the church office. 

A book in the Narthex of the church lists the 
names of all who have contributed to the fund. 
Some have contributed In Memory of an individual 
while others have contributed In Memory of all .;· 
departed members and friends . 
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150th ANNIVERSARY 

Special services celebrating the 150th An
niversary of the First Presbyterian Churcli of 
Delphi, Indiana were held on Sunday, May 28, 1978. 
This was the fifth day of the second 150 years. 

The special day began with abeut 200 in at
tendance at regular worship service in the mor
ning. Rev. Tracy preached the sermon using as a 
text John 10:1-10 which included verse 9, the text 
used by Rev. Crawford when he preached the first 
sermon 150 years ago. 

Rev. James Rankin, former pastor, helped with 
Communion Service. Elders who served com
munion were those who had served as active elders 
while Rev. Rankin was minister. They were: 
Raymond Todd, Homer Wilson, Robert Quinn, 
Charles Flora and Elizabeth Peterson. 

Douglas Wood directed the Adult Choir which 
sang "I Am Climbing Jacob's Ladder" with the 

.:- assistance of the Jr. Choir. Mrs. Robert Brookbank 
played the organ. Jr. Choir was directed by Mrs. 
Michael Van Sickle. Mrs. Thomas Flora gave the 
Junior Sermon. Ushers were Mrs. Kim Black, Miss 
Shannon Black and Mr. & Mrs. Abel Alvarez. 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Bowman and Mr. & Mrs. Ty 
Welch served as greeters to welcome everyone as 
they entered the church. Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Todd, 
Gregg Duff and Mr. & Mrs. Ken Murray and son 
Tim gave name tags to each person and had them 

"" sign the guest register book. More than 200 signed. 

Following church services a film was shown. 
After the film members and families prepared a 
small piece of felt to represent some phase of the 

, church, and these were fastened onto a banner to 
be displayed in the church. 

A carry in dinner at noon for about 150 people was 
;;.. in charge of Mrs. Elizabeth Black assisted by 

Linda Gingrich, Maxine Humbarger, Irene 
DeWinton, Helen Orr, Lois Bitler, Betty Mc
Cormick and Wanda Klepinger. 

A Sesquicentennial program in the Sanctuary at 
... 1: 30 was in charge of Robert Quinn, chairman of 

the committee for the day. Rev. Tracy introduced 
special guests, including ministers from several 
other churches. Special recognition was given to 
Helen Anderson, age 88, the oldest person present, 

· Daryl Brower, age 3, the youngest, and David 
Baum from Tuscon, Arizona who came the far
thest. 

Honors for the largest family present went to two 
.. _ families, each with eight members representing 

the John Gingrich IV and John C. Peterson 
families. 

Robert Brookbank, chairman of the Publication 
Committee gave a brief historical review of the 
church, and took pictures throughout the day to be 

.... used in this publication. 
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Douglas Wood, accompanied by Mrs. Robert 
Brookbank led in an old fashioned Hymn Sing. 

Rev. James W. Rankin, a former pastor gave a 
short talk recalling some of his experiences while 
serving the church. 

Rev. Fred Lanan, the only other former minister 
who is still living, sent a letter expressing his 
regrets that he could not be present. 

Following the afternoon program, a reception 
was held in the Fellowship Center with a Birthday 
Cake commemorating the 150th Birthday of the 
Church. This reception was in charge of Pat Duff 
and Shirley Allen. 

Wm. and Barbara Dickinson were in charge of 
church decoration for the day, and Dr. George 
Wagoner made a tape recording of the entire 
program . 

Suzanne Alvarez and Kitty Petry took care of 
small children while their mothers enjoyed the 
program. 

Mr. & Mrs. Claude Robinson were in charge of 
publicity for the entire event. 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Phillips sold souveniers in
cluding church stationery and license plates, 'and 
took orders for books. Mr. & Mrs. Charles Black 
were in charge of souvenirs and commemorative 
items. 

A class room in the basement was used for a 
display of pictures and mementos on the history of 
the church. This display was in charge of Irene 
Mason, Betty McCormick and Hilda Bowen. 

Sunday, May 28th, 1978, was indeed a glorious, 
great and wonderful day in the life of the church. 
The spirit of cooperation, fellowship, togetherness 
and oneness could be sensed the whole day. We all 
appreciate the support given the celebration by all 
the people in attendance and the splendid job that 
our pastor, Rev. Tracy and our former pastor Rev. 
Rankin did in leading our services. We appreciate 
all the efforts of the committees, the music 
organizations, the women's organization, and all 
who helped in this very eventful day. 

Members who served on the Anniversary 
Committee which was active for about a year 
arranging the program and other activities were: 
Mr. & Mrs. John Peterson, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Black, Miss Hilda Bowen, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Bradshaw, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brookbank, Mrs. 
Irene Mason, Mrs. Elizabeth McCormick, Mr. & 
Mrs. Robert Quinn and Mr. & Mrs. Claude 
Robinson. 
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John C. Peterson family 

John Gingrich IV family 

Sallie Grimm, Gladys Woodrum and Laura Rankin 
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Rev. Tracy and Rev. Rankin 

Dr. George Wagoner tape recording the service 
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Rev. Rankin, Junior Choir and Rev. Tracy 

CHURCH OFFICE 

For many years the church office and pastor's 
study were located in the manse at 215 East Main . . 
Rev. Freeman moved the office and study to the 
church where it was located in the South West 
corner of the building, but some meetings were still 
held in the manse. 

In 1967 a house located South of the church at 213 
South Indiana was purchased and remodeled and is 
now used as the church office and pastor's study. 
Jeanie Thomson has served as office secretary 
since 1972. 

Among others who have served as office 
secretary in recent years were: Ruth McCormick, 
Lucy Long, Mary Catherine Ward, Mary Hinkle, 
Carol Rohrabaugh, Bonnie Sieber, Louise Gros 
Gribben, Brenda Walters, Mrs. Berdina Peter and 
Yolanda Miller. 

For several years Helen Orr had been Financial 
Secretary and Earleen Alvarez, Treasurer. 

CHURCH OFFICERS 1978 

SESSION: Robert Quinn, Clerk; Charles Flora, 
Wanda Klepinger, Raymond Todd, Robert Duff, 
George Obear, Jack Orr, Betty McCormick, Robert 
Smigelski, Donald Robbins, Barry Emerson, 
Elizabeth Peterson. 

DEACONS: Ron Baker, Chairman; Jean Willy, 
Secretary; Annette Black, John Gingrich V, Wayne 
Rule Doris McLeland, Betty Ward, Earleen 
Alvarez, Ollie Limp, Bill Dickinson, Roger Ross. 

TRUSTEES: Lee Flora, George Wagoner, 
Donna belle Sieber. 
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Mrs. Jeannie Thomson, Office Secretary since 
1972 

As we come to the end of this report of the first 
150 years in the history of our church, we wonder 
what our church will be like 150 years from now. 

There are two things of which we can be certain-
no one knows, and no one now living will find out 
what our church is like in the year 2128. 



This closing article is not the official opiniOI;l of 
the Publications Committee, but is presented as an 
interesting viewpoint for your C?nsideration. 

.. 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY YEARS .... 

... AND A LOOK AHEAD 

At this point in history (1978), it is not unc?mmon 
to read various experts' forecasts concermng the 
future of the Christian Church. If we were to apply 
their principals .t~ the First Presbyte~ian Churc~ of 
Delphi, our spiritual. _desc~nda~ts m 2128 might 
expect to find something like this: 

... the Christian community will be smaller, but 
more influential than it is today. That is because 
those people who are Christians will be making a 
much larger commitment to their faith than do 
many people today. 

.. . denominational organizations and names will 
have faded into the background as the Church 
becomes increasingly more unified in its ministry. 

. . . most churches will not have buildings, meeting 
instead in homes or public buildings because of 
their relatively small size and the high cost of 
buildings. 

... the professional clergyman will vanish, but the 
lay people who lead the Church will have more 
theological education than is typical today. 

.. .in spite of the changes, the Church will still ~e 
actively proclaiming the good news of the Gospel m 
the world. 

Will this really be the way it is in 2128? We'll h~ve 
to wait to see what our descendants do. Of one thmg 
we can be sure--the God who spared not His own 
son but gave Him up for us on the cross will con
tin~e to be with His people. As our fore fathers and 
mothers were blessed by the witness our church 
has given to Delphi, so may web~ co~i~ent t~ t He 
will bless those who continue His rmrustry m the 
decades ahead. 

PASTORS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

DELPHI, INDIANA 

James Crawford May 1828 to February 1834 

John Stocker February 1836 to April 1837 

Leander Cobb 1839 to when the Church divided 

OLD SCHOOL BRANCH 

A. Williamson 
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T. Crow These first four served ,..,. 
' 

Jesse Edwards from 1839 to late 1845 

Robert Allen 

E.W. Wright 1846to1865 ..> ... ., 
W.S. Wright 1865to1868 

G. H. Mitchell 1868to1870 

NEW SCHOOL BRANCH .... 
4-

S. N. Steele July 1842 to October 1843 

Samuel Thompson November 1843 to August 1845 ' ~ 
Benjamin J. Relyea November 1845 to April 1847 

Rufus Bennett June 1848 to July 1849 

William Bacon August 1850 to August 1851 ·"" ...... 

James Carnahan April 1852to1856 

Amos Jones December 1856 to May 1867 

C. W. Wallace July 1867 to March 1870 
... :....; 

THE REUNITED CHURCH 

W.W. Campbell April 1870 to September 1871 
·' .... 

L. M. Stephens December 1871 to April 1873 

James A. Ranney November 1873 to November 1878 

S. R. Seawright September 1879 to November 1889 
~ 

H.G. Rice May 1890 to July 1894 

James Omelvena October 1894 to October 1903 
~ 

Edward Baech December 1903 to May 1912 

N. P. Patterson January 1913 to March 1915 

Emmett P. Day April 1915 to September 1920 )\, 

Rea Martin January 1921 to October 1924 

R. Dale Lecount May 1925 to January 1929 .,.. 
J 

C. J. Grimes September 1929 to December 1932 

Harry B. Parker May 1933 to October 1942 

Miles A. Freeman February 1943 to January 1950 ---James Wm. Rankin March 1950 to September 1965 

Frederick W. Lanan March 1966 to August 1974 

Douglas J. Tracy September 1975 to date ~ 
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