
THE DELPHI HISTORIC TRAILS 

Located in Carroll County in northwest Indiana, Delphi is 
125 miles south of Chicago and 68 miles north of 
Indianapolis. This quaint community lies in the mid-section 
of the Wabash River Valley which allows for a unique 
system of trails to access its historic and natural resources. 

The Delphi Historic Trails and the Delphi Park Board have 
joined together to provide a unique system of parks and 
trails which offer the opportunity to hike our natural 
landscape and city street trails while enjoying the many 
facilities offered by our beautiful parks. 

The Delphi Historic Trails system comprises eight miles of 
rural "open space'' trails and over two miles of urban 
"street" trails. Trail development began in the early 1990s 
and has steadily grown through the efforts of gracious land 
donations, many hours of local volunteers and state grants. 

A DREAM FOR INDIANA 

After the success of the Erie Canal from Albany to Buffalo, 
NY, Indiana's leaders made attempts in the early 1800s to 
develop a state-wide network of canals. The state needed 
faster transportation. Their efforts eventually failed when 
railroads arrived. 

The first Hoosier lottery was conducted in 1819 to raise· 
canal building funds. But tbe game garnered just $2,536, con
siderably shy of the $1.1 million needed. Finally the Internal 
Improvements Act of 1836 appropriated $6 million for canals. 

Canals were built with pick, shovel, wheelbarrow, and horse
drawn slip-scoop. Workmen were mainly Irish immigrants, 
many of whom died of cholera, fevers, snake bite, and from 
accidents while working in the swamps and forests. In 1837 
there were 5,000 laborers at work on the state's canals. 

The Wabash & Erie Canal ran from Evansville to Fort 
Wayne, the watershed divide, then east to connect with Lake 
Erie at Toledo in northern Ohio. At 468 miles in length, it was 
the largest man-made structure in the United States, in its 
day. The locks, dams, and aqueducts required to maintain 
water in the canal and to cross different land levels were 
marvels of engineering. A local example is Burnett's Creek 
Arch 15 miles northeast of Delphi. 

By 1852 the W &E Canal was being used heavily. Farmers 
had a market for their produce, and manufactured goods 
were available at reasonable prices. However, the expense of 
building canals had contributed to the fledgling state of 
Indiana going into bankruptcy before its 30th birthday. 

One of the great ironies of history is that the canal boats 
were used to ship tbe rails from foundries for the railroads 
that were to put the canal system virtually out of business by 
the earlv 1870s. 

THE CANAL IN DELPHI 

Delphi was platted in 1828 by General Samuel Milroy. One 
hundred acres was donated by William Wilson for the seat 
of Carroll County, named for Charles Carroll who was the 
last surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

In canal days, during the 
1850s, Delphi was known 
as the "junior pork packing 
center" oflndiana. The lime 
industry flourished and 
paper mills along the canal 
produced a superior grade 

Wabash & Erie Canal in Delphi of print paper. Other 
industries included a 

tannery, furniture factories, a flax mill, and wagon works. 
Delphi was bustling with activity and promise for the 
future. However, when the railroads opened up travel to 
large cities, and the canal ceased operation, the importance 
of Delphi as a hub of commerce diminished. The town has 
retained its rural charm and appeal for many decades. 

The watered portion of the Wabash & Erie in Delphi is 
almost a mile long and is the only public accessible section 
left of the Wabash & Erie in Indiana. 

Be sure to visit the Wabash & Erie Canal Conference and 
Interpretive 
Center 
located 
just a few 
blocks 
from the 
Courthouse. 
The 
exterior 
design of Wabash & Erie Canal Conference & Interpretive Center 

the Center is based on Delphi's old commercial buildings. 

The interactive exhibits highlighting the history of the 
Wabash & Erie Canal tell us the fascinating story in an 
entertaining way. The exhibits walk through the history of 
the canal, from the Irish workers who built it to the people 
who traveled its waters. Canal boats and draft mules, 
businessmen and boat captains, good times and bad times 
are all remembered here. The 
historic trails in Delphi are an 
extension of the exhibits found 
in the Center. You will see 
Lime Kiln remains, the site of 
the Irish Construction Camp, 
an 1873 Iron Bridge and more. 

Take a walk through local Interpretive Center Exhibits 
history any time of the year 
on the Delphi Historic Trails. 
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STAY AWHILE IN CARROLL COUNTY 



Starting at Trailhead Park and crossing the suspension 
bridge over Deer Creek will lead the hiker to the choice 
of walking left and following the system of trails that 
are described progressively, or going right and reversing 
the order of trails listed here starting with number 11. 
Trails 12 and 13 are not connected to the other trails. 

1 Robbins Trail • .5 mile 
The Robbins trail generally follows the beautifal banks of Deer 
Creek and was named for the generous landowners who allowed 
this path to skirt their field. 

2 Vanscoy Towpath Trail 1.0 mile 
From Sunset Point to Highway 421, this trail contains some of 
the most beautiful towpath, especially the section nearest the 
Wabash River. This trail also passes by the 1838-39 Irish Canal 
Construction Camp, Canal Lock #33, and two prosperous paper 
mills that operated in the mid 1800s. The extreme south end of 
the trial is "Sunset Point" where Deer Creek meets the Wabash. A 
rest area provides the hiker a serene view of the waterways at a 
point where the Deer Creek Dam provided a "slack water" lake 
for the canal boats to cross the creek without an aqueduct. 

"3· Obear Millrace Trail • .6 mile 
After leaving the VanScoy Trail, this trail overlooks the Wabash 
River and then traces the millrace up to the paper mill sites where it 
rejoins the VanScoy Trail. The mills received their power from the 
surplus canal water which exited to the river after powering the 
mill wheels. 

• Underhill Towpath Trail • . 9 mile . 
This trail takes the hiker from Highway 421 crossing to North 
Washington Street. Canal Park is a main attraction along the way. 
The recent construction of the Wabash & Erie Canal Conference 
and Interpretive Center offers meeting facilities and interactive 
exhibits to tell the fascinating story of life during the 1850s canal 
era. The canal village with refurbished Federal style 1844 Reed 
Case House and other historic log cabins and blacksmith shop, 
provide hikers and visitors ample things to see. 

a Founders Towpath Trail • .5 mile 
From North Washington Street this trail takes the hiker along the 
west side of the beaut!fel, watered section of the canal and ends at 
Founders Point where the "tumble" brings three million gallons 
of fresh clear water daily to the canal from the Delphi Limestone 
Company's diversion pumps. The tranquil setting for the rest 
area at the point will allow the biker time to reflect on how this 
150 year old waterway might have looked during its heyday. 

• Draper North End Trail • .5 mile 
This trail lead~ from Founders Point to the Riley-City Trail. An 
easy walk from Founders Point takes the hiker past the 
National Register listed lime kilns of the 1850s, where locaUy 
quarried limestone was "burned" to produce plaster and 
whitewash. Commercially, these lime products were some of 
the best quality in the country and were transported as far 
away as New York City via canal. The trail then passes the 
"widewater", a canal boat turnaround and loading area in Canal 
Park Annex and then joins the Riley-City Trail. 

DELPHI HISTORIC TRAILS 

Trail walkers 
enjoying a section 
of the more 
than 8 miles of 
historic trails 
in Delphi 

CITY OF DELPHI 
Tra ils & Porks 

ti 
Old Dam Site 
lown Out 18 &1 a::l Golf 

~°:Site (VI Course 

••••••••••• • Country 
~-~•IClub 

::: ... ©~ 

(?.) Belt Railroad Trail • .3 mile 

... 

® 

• 
(i) 

This trail leaves the North End Trail at Canal Park Annex and follows 
the century old Delphi Commercial Club :Spath to potential industrial 
sites near the golf course. The most active commercial ventures were 
the Harley Brothers Lime Kilns, which ceased operations in 191 7, and 
the Ice Plant, which ceased in 1950. At the junction with CarroUton 
Road the Wabash River Scenic Route and the Wabash Heritage 
Corridor Trail begins heading north to Carrollton Bridge. 
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(8) Riley-City Trail • 1.5 mile ..... 
This w·ban trail runs from the southern tip of Canal Park Annex through 
the city to its junction with the Interurban Trail. It follows city streets and 
sidewalks through Delphi to the suspension bridge where it crosses Deer 
Creek and enters Riley Park. It then follows along Deer Creek and under 
the highway where it continues through Riley Park Annex. The trail 
crosses Deer Creek again to follow Hamilton Street to the junction of the 
Interurban Trail. Historic homes and tree lined streets as well as Riley 
Park, named for Hoosier poet James Whitcomb Riley, afford a reflection 
on the architecture and park setting of this historic community. 

! 0 Downtown Loop Trail • .9 mile . . 
I Connecting the outlying trail system with the downtown, this trail 
I 

I
' follows streets through beautiful "old" residential and commercial 

portions of Delphi including passing by the Court House and 
City Building. The Carroll County Historical Museum is located 

I on the southwest comer of the Court House. Restaurants, coffee 
shops, boutique and antique stores abound on and near the Court 
House Square. This trail provides a connection with the Riley
City Trail. 

Interurban Trail • .8 mile 
From the parking area at the highway to VanDerVolgen Overlook 
and Rest Area, this interesting trail has heritage dating back to the 
early part of the 1900s. Commuter electric trains, called 
"Interurbans," ran on narrow tracks along the elevated portions of 
the trail. The trains ceased operation in the 1930s. The 
VanDerVolgen Rest, named for the Canal Park's beloved deceased 
blacksmith, is on the high pillar of a bridge abutment overlooking 
Deer Creek and the beautiful Deer Creek Falls. 

@ Happy Jack's Loop • .5 mile 
Branching off the Interurban Trail at the site of the old Smith Dairy 
Farm, this trail continues to Deer Creek Falls. It passes by the site 
where the first County Court was held in Daniel Baum's cabin. 
This beautiful trail loops along the north bank of Deer Creek and 
rejoins the Interurban Trail at the east end of the Robbins Trail 
across from Deer Creek Falls. The return to Trailhead Park and the 
suspension bridge is by the Robbins Trail. 

CD Campbell Ridge Trail • 1 mile loop 
From the small parking area along State Road 25 just south of 
Trailhead Park hike up the slope to find the mystifying bluff 
overlooking the confluence of Deer Creek and the Wabash River. 
During the canal operational years of 1840-187 4 the dam provided 
a "slack water" crossing for boats. The demise of the last boat to 
reach this site was due to the boat crashing into the rotting wooden 
spillway, which collapsed the dam. Boat, cargo, driver, and mules 
were all dashed into the river and drowned. A guard lock was 
located at the far end of the loop. 

@ Monon High Bridge Trail • 1.5 mile 
From City Park on East Main Street leave your car and hike 
Main Street to the "Y" and take Old Camden Road on your right, 
cross the millrace creek and proceed up the slope to where the 
old street meets the abandoned Monon Railroad Just to your left 
at the top of the slope is the Centennial Stone (18 16-1916) 
dedicated to General Samuel Milroy who platted Delphi in 1828 . 
Cross the highway overpass and you are on your way to High 
Bridge, Indiana's second highest railroad creek crossing. Return 
the same way. 

1-4 Pioneer Road Trail (Proposed) 
Adding to our historic and scenic trail system will be a trek 
along Deer Creekfrom Riley Park east along the old mill race 
to Slate Bluff 


