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BACK TO SCHOOL 
How a one-room schoolhouse in 

Carroll County found new life 
by KIM DUNLAP • photographs by J. KYLE KEENER 

I fyou take a seat inside the one-room Martin School in 
rural Carroll County and concentrate hard enough, the 
143-year-old building nearly comes alive with the faint 

echoes of school years gone by: the bell's melodious ring, the 
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children's joyful laughter, the subtle recitation of arithmetic 
or the sound of chalk hitting a slate blackboard. And if you sit 
there long enough, the walls might even begin sharing their 
stories. 

BIRTH OF A SCHOOL 
The year was 1874, and Rock Creek Township Trustee Lewis 

Mullin made the decision to have a brick schoolhouse built on 
the crossroads of 750 North and 100 West just off Ind. 25. Bon
nie Maxwell, member of the Friends of Carroll County Parks, 
said that township trustees took care of most of the educational 
decisions back then. 

"The schools were spaced a mile to two miles apart:' Max
well said, "and the township trustee was in charge of building 
the schools, hiring the teachers, malting sure schools were 
heated, that the children had books, all kinds of things:' 

And once the schoolhouse was finally built, with its grand 
Gothic architecture and natural woodwork, Mullin's next step 
was filling it with students and a teacher. 

These days people can't imagine spending eight years of their 
lives inside one particular classroom, but that was just a way 
oflife for students who grew up in one-room schoolhouses, 
where students from first to eighth grade shared the same 
space. And while the population often fluctuated depending 
on the season, Maxwell said Martin School educated anywhere 
from eight to 25 students at a time. 

"The school years were much shorter too;' Maxwell said. 
"School ended in March or April and started in September or 
October. The terms were short mostly because the children 
were in agricultural areas, and they had to work on the farms:' 

So what was daily life really like for those one-room school
house students? It turns out, Maxwell said, they weren't that 
much different than students are now. 

A CLIMPSE INSIDE 
Once the morning bell rang, students assembled in a little 

room outside the main classroom, boys on one side and girls 
on the other. After hanging their coats and putting other valu
ables away, the students then filed into the classroom, where 
they often sat two to a desk. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and the Lord's Prayer were 
said, students opened up their McGuffey Readers, Eagan's 
Common School Arithmetic, Blue Back Speller and Warren's 
Geography textbooks for the daily lessons. 

"A lot of their work was done by reading, recitation and then 
oral exams;' Maxwell said. "Most of the time, they were prob
ably either doing their lessons or homework and then reading 
and listening. Then they did work at the blackboard for writing 
and arithmetic:' 

And that's how it went, day after day, year after year. 
Maxwell wasn't certain how many students came through the 
Martin School, but she believed the number was well into the 
hundreds. That is until 1901, the year Martin School closed up 
its doors and shipped its students to a school in Rockfield. 

ANEW ERA 
Three years after the school shut down, nearby landowner 

Wilson A. Martin acquired the land and schoolhouse. He later 

The one-room Martin School in rural Carroll County has been fully 
restored and filled with period furnishings. 

Visitors to the Martin School open house work on a vintage word search 
game. 

deeded it to Dr. Herbert Y. Mullin and his wife Mabel. In 1966, 
the land was then passed to Robert L. and Marjorie Mullin 
Wasson. For 35 years, the schoolhouse set empty, deteriorating. 
And then in 1985, the Martin School was given new life. 

The Wassons decided to give Lewis Mullin and his wife, 
Hazel, nearly an acre of land under the condition that they 
restored the old school building. Lewis, great-nephew of the 
school's builder, and Hazel took on the responsibility with the 
help of their three sons. The idea was a simple one, to restore 
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The Martin School class of 1889, grades kindergarten through eighth, 
pose for a group portrait. (Photo provided) 

the one-room schoolhouse to what it would have looked like in 
its heyday. 

Wooden desks were brought in from another Carroll 
County schoolhouse, Maxwell said, and an antique organ was 
placed in a corner. A large stove was restored in the middle of 
the classroom, the kind that warmed students up on the cold 
days of winter. The Mullins then placed time period pieces in 
the classroom, such as globes, books, pictures of presidents 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln and even a stool 
with a dunce cap resting on it. 

The school was even placed on the National Register of His
toric Places on March 
31, 1988, mostly due 
to its 100-year-old 
architecture. 

But the constant 
upkeep of such an 
old structure became 
too much for Lewis 
and Hazel Mullin, so 
the couple gifted the 
schoolhouse and the 
land it set on to the 
Friends of Carroll 
County Parks in April 
2013. 

The non-profit organization now offers tours of the school, 
and Maxwell said some of the most amusing visitors these days 
are the children, with their inquisitiveness and curiosity. She 
said the schoolhouse still gets a lot of older adults too, espe
cially those who might have studied in such an environment. 

"For older people, it's reminiscing;' she said. 

And even Maxwell said that's partly why she's so invested 
in the one-room schoolhouses of Carroll County. Maxwell's 
grandmother was a teacher in a one-room schoolhouse, and 
her parents also went to school in one. 
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The teachers desk at the Martin schoolhouse. 

"When I was a child, I just heard so many stories about 
them;' she said. "And it's a passion of mine that people learn all 
about these schools because people need to know where they 
came from." 

FUTUREOFTHEOLDSCHOOLHOUSE 
So what does the future hold for this 143-year-old time

piece? Maxwell hopes it's continued longevity and a consistent 
use of the building. She'd like to see more use of the picnic 
shelter area that was funded through a grant in 2015 from the 
Andersons, and she also wants a sign on the highway leading 
potential visitors to 
the schoolhouse. 
But while those 
projects might be 
down the road, 
Maxwell still be
lieves in the current 
power of the Martin 
School. 

When asked what 
the walls would say 
if they could talk, 
Maxwell paused 
for a moment and 
looked around 
quietly. 

"Do you think 
they remember all 

In the late 1800s this name was carved into 
the mortar of an outside wall. 

the little kids that went through here;' she said, "and they know 
what happened to them? There were attorneys and doctors that 
came out of here, but they were mostly farmers and house
wives. I wonder how many of them went on to do great things, 
and how many of them died way too young:' -ud-


