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) THE AMERICAN LEGION 

DEPARTMENT OF JNDIANA 
n1 N. MERIDIAN ST. - TEl£PHOf£ f£LRCSE 5-8\11 

INDIANAPOUS 4. !NDIANA 

Mrs. Clara Sims, decretary 
Carr o, l County Old Settlers' Association 
R.R. 
Delphi , Indiana 46923. 

Dear Clara: 

October 27,1969 

I am enclosing he r ewith the remarks I presented at the Old Settlers 
meeting in August . Elizabeth Best requested that I send them to you 
for vour minutes and / or files . I have not re- typed them, they are 
just as I pr9sented them with my corrections in ink. 

Sorry it took so long to do t his, but I have been swamped 
with work and just haven ' t had time fo r extra-curricular activit ies. 

It ~as so good to see Woody this past summer. I know that he 
enjoved his visit . I plan to be i n Portland next A,, gust for our 
National Conventi on and may have the opportunity of seeimg both 
Wood and his family and Dewey and Wilda at that time . I hope 
that prooves to ve t he case. 

Was up home over the weekend - I miss Delphi but I am very 
happv i my work down here. 

Hello to I rene. 

Most sincerely, 

Art .l ijfrtawell. 



,_ 

llJ'IEN I STARTED DOIN., A LTTfLE RESEARC Y FOR f.I'' REJ'.!ARKS T I I S AFTERNOCN , I T llQUG IT 

r ACK TO T-IAT JUNE DAY IN 18 55 W' IEN Tl-HS ORC'..ANIZATION HAD ITS FIRST MEETING. THE 

CIVIL WAR I .AD ' ET ro QE FOU 31-iT -- SC Tl-.AT THE ORGANIZATION OF WAR VETERANS WHICH CME 

LATER -- TllE GAR -- llAD NOT 'v ET I EEN .:ORN . l~ 

DOWN TllROU .... I 1H STOR ' 1-f ISTOR TANS ' ."OETS ' AUTHORS AND ARTISTS I.AVE j ENI I:r:iED,.{°WAR 

VETERANS , 1-'.UT I T WAS NOT UNTIL AFTER T ! IE CIVIL WAR t-IA D I EEN FOU ; 1T AND TllE GRAND 

ARM" OF T HE REPUI LTC --!AD PEEN '-ORN THAT sue~ AN OR JANIZATION -ECAME AN EFFECTIVE VOICE 

IN 0 UR SOC IET\ . CUR MONUl'-.ENT ON T 'E CCUR T rlOUSE SQUARE IS DED I CATED TO T'1E -.>AR AND, 

IF I AM NOT ~ IISTAKEN , ONE OF TIE DAU '311TERS CF fl ONE- TIME COllf·!ANDER OF T IE STATE :'..AR IS 

IN THE AU DIENCE 1DDAY . I RECALL HER TELL I NG ME THAT SHE ASS IS TED IN Tl E DEDICATION 

CF TPE MON Uf'lENT--WIT I AN APPROPR IATEL" ~ITTEN t EM. I A:O.' OF COURSE REFERR TN :; TO 

1/... i£: 
t-' INDWELL CRAMt-TON WILSON AND HER ~E FAT:-fER~COL . A . P • CRA. II 1DN • 

WHEN 'vOU REV IEW THE II IS TOR' ' CF AN f COMMUNITY , IT IS INTERESTING Tu NOTE T .E NAMES 

OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PL.A VED A PROf.!INENT r'ART IN T i ffi r_RQWTH AND IN Ti!E I MPCR -

TANT DEVELOPt-lENTS OF T tAT C ~!MUNIT • T~IS VERY tUILDINS I N W ICH WE i EE1 IvDA WILL 

HA\ E I rs SOT'4 ANNIVERSAR". T I S SEPTEMI ER 1 . I T WAS HENR Y 1 . WILSON , W WAS T !EN TIE 

FUT L I St-IER OF T IE LATE AND LAMENTED DELPHI C I TIZEN - TIMES, T HAT WAS T IE !: RIME t-10VER IN T .E 

CONSTRUCTION OF Tfl IS 1 UILDING . fl . P . USED TO RAZZ ME WllEN I WOULD VISIT WITd li I M A~UT 

t..-,---el~c.Lt 
W IAT A PERS ISTJ\NT "OUNGSTER I WAS ~ ACK 50 'EARS MU Wt-IEN T !IS 1--iUILDING WAS 1:7-H:..T AND I 

LIVED THEN , AS I DO NOW, W~EN I At> NOT IN INDI AiAPOLIS, JUST ACROSS T'IE ! ARK . 

AND T !EN NOTIWi Tl--E PRESS CL I PP INGS OF T l!E "WELCOl\iE HOME CEREJ\iQN \· 11 FOR T tE OOU ~·1 -

icovs OF WORLD WAR I , IAD A F'AMILIAR RINS w JEN THOSE CL IPr'IN'"S WERE SIGNED ' DR . c . c . 

CRA PTON . ' ES, IN T IAT ERA f EING A VETERAN ~ EANT s o;-.1ET4INr; AND TIE COUNTR APPRECIATED 

4IV 
THEIR EFFORTS AND SO T " E" HED T'IEMSELVES , ENl'iASS , TOJ\IVES GROVE IN SEPTEMF ER 1919 TO 

"WELCOME HOME OUR P0' S 11 • A LOT OF WATER llAS FLOWED OOWN DEER CREEK SINCE Tl AT DA' • 

IN REVIEWIW"; TIE H<hs TORV OF T LIE AMERICAN LES I ON, I FIND TJ-!AT AT THE SECOND CON -

VENTION OF OUR ORC,ANIZATION IN INDIANA , f-IELD IN 1 92 0 AT TERRE HAUTE , A MEMfER OF T.m 
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GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC SAID TO HIS AUDIENCE OF LEGIONNAIRES: 

L,,-i;._, 
"WE FLi l~G YOU THE GAUNTLET \4io HAVE CARRIED FOR SO MANY YEARS. WE PLACE 

IN YOUR KEEPING orlR BELOVED COUNTRY - OUR AMERICA!" 

I AM AWARE THAT, WITH ONE EXCEPI'ION, THE AMERICAN LEGION IS THE 

BEST KNOWN ORGANIZATION I N OUR COUNTRY TODAY. AT LEAST THE POBLIC 

!?ELATIONS FIRM WHICH DID THE RESEARCH FOR OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY TELLS 

US THIS IS SO. I AM ALSO AHARE THAT '!HE LEGION IS, I N MOST CASES, 

JUDGED SOLELY BY WHAT IT DOES ON A LOCAL LEVEL- WHAT WE CALL THE POST 

LEVEL-- AND NOT WHAT IT DOES AS A COUNTRY-WIDE ORGANIZATION, EMBRACING 

SOME 3-MILLION MEMBERS IN 16,500 POSTS DOTTED IN EVERY STATE, 

AIMOST EVERY HAMLET , VI r LAGE, CITY AND TOWN IN THE UNION AND IN FIVE 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENTS. OUTSIDE THE MEMBERSHIP, LITTLE IS KNOWN OF THE VAST 

CHILD WELFARE PROGRAMS CARRIED ON NATION-WIDE BY THE ORGANIZATION AND 

THAT IN LITTLE MORE THAN 30 YEARS, THE CHIID WELFARE FOUNDATION OF THE 

LEGION HAS EXPENDED AI1'10ST A RAIF-BILLION DOLLARS IN VARIOUS PROJECTS, 

SUCH AS BUILDING CHILDREN'S HOSPITALS , EQUIPPING CLINICS, GRANTING 

MONEY WITH WHICH TO RESEARCH PROJECTS WHICH HAVE PERPLEXED MANKIND: 

GIVING AID TO NEEDY CHILDREN AND LIKE PROJECTS. THIS YEAR AIA!NE, THE LEGION, 

NATION-WIDE SPENT A TOTAL IN EXCESS OF $10,000,000 ON ITS VARIOUS CHILD 

WELFARE PROOECTS. 

I AM ALSO AWARE THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF OUR CITIZENS ARE UNAWARE 

OF THE RESEARCH OUR STAFF I N INDIANA.POLIS AND I N WASHINGTON DO REGARDING 

THE NATION 'S SECURITY. THAT FEW KNOW OF THE ASSISTANC* GIVEN TO 

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES BY OUR ORGANIZATION IN nIE FIELD OF SUBVERSION: FEW 

PEOPLE, OUTSIDE THE ORGANIZATION, KNOW THAT THE LEGION WAS THE PRDME MOVER 

I N TJ..IE ESTABLISHMENT OF TIE VAST VETERANS ' ADMINISTRATION , DESIGNED TO 

CARE FOR THE NEEDS OF THE \tl)UNDED AID ILL VETERAN OR THAT THE ORGANIZATION 

WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT WE SOW KNOW AS THE GI BILL OF RIGHTS, WHICH HAS 

EDUCATED MORE PIDPLE, PURCHASED MORE HOMES, TRAINED MORE INDIVIDUALS THAN 

ANY OTHER PIECE OF SINGLE LEGISLATION I N THE HISTORY OF MANKIND . 
* more-



Page No . J. 

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE PROJECTS PRrn10TED ON A NATIONAL LEVEL 

OF WHICH THE GENERAL PUBU C IS All10ST ENTIRELY UNAWARE. 

I AM ALSO COGNIZANT OF THE FACT THAT SOME OF THE SO-CALLED LIBERALS 

OF THIS DAY AND AGE CALL THE ORGANIZATION I REPRESENT A BUNCH OF "SQUARF.S• . 

IT USED TO BE THAT IF YOU WERS A "SQUARE SHOOTER", YOU WERE AN ALL-RIGHT 

GOOD GUY. IN TODAY 'S U NGO, A "SQUARE" IS LOOKED UPON AS A FREAK, AS 

ONE WHO DOES NOT GO ALONG WITH SPITTING UPON AND DESECRATING THE FLAG OF 

OUR COUNTRY: AS ONE WHO SAilJTES THE FLAG AS IT PASSES BY: OR ARISING 

WHEN THE ' ATIONAL ANTHEM IS PLAYED: OR OF OFFERING PRAYER AT THE START 

AND CONCllJSION OF EACH OF OUR MEETI NGS : OR OF BEING PATRIOTIC AND FLilNG 

THE FLAG ON PATRIOTIC HOLIDAYS . I CAN TELL YOU THIS MUCH , TH .l\T IF WE ARE 

SQUA\E FOR DOI NG THAT--A LOTOF PEOPIE FALL I NTO 'IHE SAME CATEGORY AND 

I PRAY THAT ENOUGN SO-CALLED SQUARES WILL EMERGE FROM T~S MORASS OF 

CONFUSION TO GET THIS COUNTRY BACK ON AN EVEN, SENISBLE KEEL. 

I CAN ALSO TELL YOU THAT AS AN ORGANIZATION, WE DO NOT CONDONE THE 

TAKING OVER OF OfJR CAM?USES BY THE SDS AND THEIR IIK: THAT WE DO NOT 

ADVO O\TE THE USE OF LSD: WE ABBORE TIIE BEATNI!<. , PEACEl{[CK, ETC., BECAUSE 

OF WHAT THi! STAND FOR, OR DON ' T STAND FOR V.OULD BE MORE CORRECT, AND 

WE SHY CLEAR OF THEM B.:.CAUSE OF THEIR STINCH. NOTHING IS SACRED TO THESE 

PEOPLE. I CAN RELATE A PE1SONAL HAPPENING J UST THIS WEEK IN I NDIANAPOLIS 

WHEN WO PEACENIKS DEFACED THE CENOTAPH - WHICH IS DECICATED TO THE HERO 

DEAD OF WORLD WAR I. THIS CENIDTAPH, A BEAUTIFUL MEMORIAL IS LOCATED 

BETWEEN IND1ANA AND NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS ON THE WAR MEMORIAL MALL. 

WELL THESE TW PEACENIKS WER! CAUSHT AFTER USING WHITE PAINT TO DEFACE 

THE CENOTAPH AND THE JUDGE SENTENCED 'IH.El-f BUT BEFORE BEGINNING THEIR 

SENTENCE, HE ORDERED THEM TO THE CFNIDTAPH TO USE ELBOW GREASE TO REMOVE 

THE PAINT. IT WAS MY PERSONAL SATI .... FACTION TO SHOW THEM WHAT THEY HAD 

DONE, GIVE THEM SOAP, RAGS,WATER, AND O'lliER MATERIALS AND ON A HOT AFTERNOON, 

IN A BLAZING SON, SAW THEM WORKI~ . I DOUBT , SERIOUSLY , IF I T WI LL DO . 

ANY GOOD. THEY PR: BABLY WILL BE BACK AGAIN NEXT WEEK FOR MORE OF THE SAME. 
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I SOMETIMES WONDER IF THE .E I NDIVIDUALS REALLY AREN ' T REBELLING 

BECAUSE THEIR PARENTS MADE THEM TAKE A BATH ONCE IN A WHILE WHEN THEY WERE 

YOU G. LAM ALSO QUITE SURE THAT THERE WOULDN'T BE QUITE SO MANY OF THEM 

IF THEY HAD PARENTS, LIKE MY OWN MOTHER , WHO HAD A VERY HANDY LICAC 

BUSH AND WASN 'T AFRAID 'ID USE THE SWITCHES THAT CAME THEREFROM ON THE 

PLACE WHERj IT DID THE MOST GOOD. 

THE LEGION, THROUGH ITS VAST AMERICANISM PROGRAMS, PROMOTES 

AMERICAN LEGION BASE BALL, WI: TH HUNDR!DS OF THOUSANDS OF THE YOUTH 

OF OUR LAND PARTICIPATING: WE SPONSOR THE NATIONAL AMERICAN UlZION 

ORATORICAL CONTEST, AGAI N WITH THOUSANDS PARTICIPATING AND AWARDING THE FOUR 

NATIONAL WINNERS WI: TH FOUR_YEAR SCHOLARSHIPS TO THE COLLEGE OF THEIR 

CHOICE. THE LEGION IS THE SPONSOR OF BOYS STATE AND THE AUilLIARY 

SPONSORS GIRLS STATE --HERE AGAIN UNTOLD THOUSANDS OF HIGH SCHOOL 

AGE YOUNGSTERS ARE EXPOSED 'ID THE ACTUAL RUNNING OF OUR GOVERNMENT, 

FROM LOCAL TO NATIONAL LEVELS. 

OF MOST OF THESE PROGRAMS, YOU HAVE A SMATTERING OF KNOWLEGE, BECAUSE 

THEY ARE PROMOTED ON THE POST LEVEL OF OUR ORGANIZATION. 

THE AMERICAN LEGIO IS NOT AN ORG.\.NIZATION OF fl!Sjl I.II» VIGILANTEES. 

YOU MAY RECALL THAT IN A FEW' INSTANCES, THE ORGANIZATION TRIED TO MOVE 

I NTO THAT DOMAI N WHICH IS LOOKED OVER BY THE FBI- COU NTER SUBVERSION. 

THIS FACET OF OUR ORGANIZ TION NOW IS CONFINED AlliOST SOLELY TOTHE 

NATI NAL STAFF AND TO DEPARTMENT AND NATIONAL (X)MM!TTEES. THE AMERICAN 

LEGION, NOW I N ITS 50TH YEAR, HAS COME A LONG WAY SINCE THAT 

SECOND CONVENTION I N TERRE HAUTE. 

THE MEN YOU H'JNOR TODAY COOLD PROBABLY TELL YOU A GREAT MANY STORIES 

A.BOUT THE FOUNDI NG OF THE FOOR AMERICAN LEGION POSTS HERE IN CARROLL 

COUNTY. AS I REMARK l), THE FIRST NOTICE CONCERNING THE FORMATION OF A 

LEGION POST WENT OUT OVER DR. CRAMPI'ON'S SIGNATURE IN 1919. OUT OF THAT 

MEETING CAME HARRY BOHANNON POST 75 OF DELPHI, THE COO ITY'S OLDEST POST. 

IT'S CHARTER HAD THE NM-IES OF SUCH MEN AS CHARLES ROBERT POLLARD: 

JOHN JOSEPH O'CONNOR: EVAN T. SANDERSON: JOHN T. KIRKPATRICK: GLEN CROWELL : 



Page~ .( 

HAROLD HONAN, mn:t AMONG OTHERS. DR. CRAMPI'ON WAS THE FIRST COMMANDER 

AND FLOYD J. JUUEN THE FIRST ADJUTANI' OF THE POST IN DELPHI. THIS POST, 

NOW THE 20TH LARGEST IN THE INDIANA DEPARTMENT WHI CH HAS MORE TH.AN 450 

POSTS, HAS HAD AN ALL-TIME HIGH IDF 930 MEMBERS( TH.IS YEAR'S MEMBERSHIP) 

AND A LOW EBB OF 40 BACK in 1925. THE DELPHI POST IS NA.i'1ED IN HOl\JBR 

OF THE FI-BT ~..AN FROM CARROLL COUNTY KILLED n1 WORLD WAR I* HARRY BOHANNON 

~ 
OF ROCK.FIELD. HI .3 BROTHER, THE LATE KENNETH BOHANNON OF ~' WAS ONE 

OF THE POST'S ORJiGINAL CHARTER MEMBERS. DELPHI POST 75 HAS BEEN BLESSED 

WITH MANY WHO HAVE GONE ON TO SERVE THE STATE ORGANIZATION IN ONE CAPACITY 

OR ANOTH!R. THE FIRST STATE OFFICER WAS THE LATE REV. HARRY PARKER 

OF DELPHI WHO WAS SLECTED STATE CHAPLAIN AND WITH THE LATE ISADORE LEVINE 
( cd,.;:tLrUt, ) 

OF LAPORTE, A JEW: AND COL. HAROLD SHINDLER,/\THEN DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 

AND NOW COMMANDANT OF THE SOLDIERS HOME AT LAFAYETTE, TOURED THE STATE 

AS TEE "TOLERANCE TRIO"--URGIN, REUGIOUS TOLERANCE--TimS DURING THE HEY~IY 

OF THE IX KLU KLUX l.AAN. WAYNE TALBERT SERVED AS DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 

OF THE LEGION in 1963-64. I HAD THE HONOR OF SERVING AS INDIANA •s NATIONAL 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN DURING THE YE.<t~S l~-1964. MRB. DAVIDSON WAS THE 

STATE PRESIDENT OF THE AUXIUARY I N 1958-59 AND IS NOW SERVING AS EDITOR 

OF THE HOOSIER AUXIUARY NEWS. BOTH WAYNE AND I HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE 

OF SERVING A3 DISTRICT COMMANDERS OF THE SECOND LEGION DISTRICT. WAYNE 

IS NOW A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL PUBUCATIONS COMMISSION, WHICH GOVERNS 

THE PUBUCATI ON OF OUR NATIONAL MAG.AUNE AND I HAVE THE FRIVILEGE OF 

SERVING ON 1IE NATIJNAL PUBUC RELATIONS COMMISSION. 

THE SECOND POST WE HONOR TOD .Y IS THAT KNOWN AS CLARENCE WILES POST 

222 OF FLCRA. THIS POST WAS CHARTERED DECEMBER 20,1919. I NOTE 

AMCNG THE SIGNATURES ON THE APPUCATION FOR A POST CHARTER THE NAME OF 

CHAI.MER ALLBAUGH. IF ANY OTHERS OF THAT UST ARE STILL SURVIVING, 

I AM UNAWARE OF THE FACT AND I BEG FORSIVENESS. TEE ALL-TIME HIGH IN 

MEMBERS FOR THIS POST WAS I N 1946 WHEN EDWARD JR. ,VINEY WAS COMMANDER AND 

CHAIMER ALLBAUGH WAS ADJUTANT . THAT YEAR 'IEE POST HAD 191 MEMBERS. THE 
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HAROLD HONAN, IDttll AMONG OTHERS. DR. CRAMPI'ON WAS THE FI?..ST COMMANDER 

AND FLOYD J. JULIEN THE FIRST ADJUTANT OF THE POST IN DELPHI. THIS POST, 

NOW THE 20TH LARGEST IN '!HE INDIANA DEPARTMENT WHICH HAS MORE THAN 450 

POSTS, HAS HAD AN ALL-TIME HIGH D>F 930 MEMBERS( THIS YEAR'S MEMBERSHIP) 

AND A LOW EBB OF 40 BACK in 1925. THE DELPHI POST IS NA.\IED IN HOllJBR 

OF THE FI-·sT MAN FROM CARROLL COUNTY KILLED H 1 WORLD WAR I* HARRY BOHANNON 
~ 

OF ROCKFIEID. HI.3 BROTHER, THE LATE KENNETH BOHANNON OF ~' WAS ONE 

OF THE POST'S OREGINAL CHARTER MEMBERS. DELPHI POST 75 HAS BEEN BLESSED 

WITH MANY WHO HAVE GONE ON TO SERVE THE STATE ORGANI ZATION IN ONE CAPACITY 

OR ANOTH!R. THE FI 'RST STATE OFFICER WAS THE LATE REV. HARRY PARKER 

OF DELPHI WHO WAS ELECTED STATE CHAPLAIN AND WITH THE LATE ISADORE LEVINE 
Cv.~J 

OF LAPORTE, A JEW: AND COL. HAROLD SHINDLER,J\THEN DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 

AND NOW OOMMANDANT OF THE SOLDIERS HOME AT LAFAYETTE, TOURED THE STATE 

AS THE "TOLERANCE TRIO"--URGI~RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE--THES DURIPG THE HEY*nil 

OF THE IX KLU KLUX I.AAN. WAYNE TALBERT SERVED AS DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 

OF THE LEGION in 1963-64. I HAD THE HONOR OF SERVING AS INDIANA •s NATIONAL 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN DURING THE YEA~S 196i'-1964. MRB. DAVIDSON WAS THE 

STATE PRESIDENT OF THE AUXILIARY IN 1958-59 AND IS NOW SERVING AS EDITOR 

OF THE HOOSIER AUXILIARY NEWS . BOTH WAYNE AND I HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE 

OF SERVING A:. DISTRICT OOMMANDERS OF THE SECOND LEGION DISTRICT. WAYNE 

IS NOW A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS COMMISSION, WHICH GOVERNS 

THE PUBLICATION OF OUR NATIONAL MAGAllNE AND I HAVE THE ffiIVILEGE OF 

SERVING ON 'llE NATI"NAL PUBLIC RELATIO~ COMMISSION. 

THE SECOND POST WE HONOR TOD .Y IS THAT KNOWN AS CLARENCE WILES POST 

222 OF FLCRA. THIS POST WAS CHARTERED DECEMBER 20,1919. I NOTE 

A.MCNG THE SIGNATURES ON THE APPLICATION FOR A POST CHARTER THE NAME OF 

CHAIMER ALLBAUGH. IF ANY OTHERS OF THAT LIST ARE STILL SURVIVING, 

I AM UNAWARE OF THE FACT AND I BEG FORSIVENESS. THE ALL-TIME HIGH IN 

MEMBERS FOR THIS POST WAS I N 1946 WHEN EDWARD JR. ,VINEY WAS COMMANDER AND 

CHAI.MER ALLBAUGH WAS ADJUTANT. THAT YEAR IBE POST HAD 191 MEMBERS . THE 
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BY THE BI "'TH OF THE OLD SETTLERS SOCIETY (IT ORIG! ALLY WAS AN ALL*DAY 

PICNIC YOU KNOW) ••• THEY BELIEVED IN EDUCATION AND THE ONE ROOM S<lIOOL 

BUILDI N:J 1tAS BORN. • THEY BEUEVED IN HELPING ONE ANOTHER AND THE BARN 

RAI qNGS , THE TAFFv-roLLS, THE HAY-RIDES AND THE OTHER FORMS OF EARLY DAY 

SOCIALIZING WERE BORN. BUT PRINCIPALLY, THEY BELIEVED I N THE UNITED STATES 

AND WHAT IT STOOD FOR-*THE HOME OF THE BRAVE AND THE LAND OF THE FREE. 

THESE MEN AND IDMEN, MY FOREBEARERS AND YOURS, BEQUEATHED THIS TO US-

THIS LAND AND ITS VAST OPPORTIJNITIES. llJtXfltHtXDXUE 

THEY MEANT IT TO BE PASSED ON, I N TACT, FROM ONE GENERATION TO 

ANOTHER. THE FIGHT SO SEE THAT THEIR WISHES ARE CARRIED OUT IS BEIKG 

WAGED BY THE AMERICAN LEGION--BUT OUR OR rANIZATION CANNOT DO THE JOB ALONE. 

YOU, TOO, MUST J -..IN THE BArtEE- THIS UNDECLARED WAR THAT IS BEING 

WAGED WITHIN THE BORDERS OF THIS CO m'RY. YOU MUST BECX>ME ALERT TO THE 

DANGERS WHICH LURK ON OUR STREETS, ON OUR CAMPUSES, I N SOME OF OUR 

ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOI.S, IN HAMLETS, I N VILLAGES, TOWNS AND CITIES 

ACROSS AMERICA. THERE ARE THOS?WHO BELIEVE THE STATE IS SUPREME AND TH!]l'f""' 

WE ARE NOT tfrNG. THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THEY WOULD RA~HER BE RED TED 

DEAD. THIS PHILOGOSPHY \.l:>ULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE THAT OUR SOCIETY IS DECAl>ENT •• 

THAT IT IS WRONG TO BEUEVE THAT YOU CAN RISE FROM YOUR HUlJ3LE BEGIN::ING 

TO BE ANYTHING YOU DESIRE, SO LONG AS YOU RJT FORTH THE EFFORT. 

IT TOOK ME A LONG TIME TO REALIZE WHAT L'"'NGFELLOW WAS TAI.KING 

ABOUT WHEN HE SAID: 

THOUf, TOO, SAIL ON, 0 SHIP OF STATE! 

SAIL ON, 0 UNION, STRONG AND GREAT! 

WJMANITY, WIT>.l ALL ITS FEARS , 

WITH ALL ITS HOPES OF FUTURE YEARS, 

IS HANGUli BREATLESS ON THY FATE! 

WE KNOW WHAT MASTER LAID THY KEEL, 

WHAT WORKMEN WROUGHT THY RIBS OF STEEL, 

WHO MADE EACH MAST AND SAIL AND ROPE, 

WHAT ANVII.S RANG, WHAT HAMMERS BEAT, 



LOW MEMBERSHIP OF THE POST was 28. 

BIRDEN R:lST 413 WAS A WORLD WAR II BABY AND THEY WERE GIVEN A TEMR:lRARY 

CHARTER MAY 18,1946. SINCE THIS POST WAS CHARTERED AFT3R WORLD WAR II , 

I AM SURE THAT A GREAT MANY OF THE ORIGINAL CHARTER MEllJ3ERS ARE STILL 

UVING. THE ALL -TIME HIGH I N MEMBERSHIP OF THIS R:lST WAS 102 ACHIEVED 

I N 1961, AND THE R:lST HAS RECORDED A LOW MARK ~F 51 MEMBERS ON 'lW 

DIFFERENT YEARS. 

BURI.I -GTON R:lST 414 ASKED FOR A TEMPORARY CHARTER ON MAY 18,19&6, 

AND HERE , AGAIN, SINCE THE R:lST WAS CHARTERED FOLLOWING \oiORLD WAR II, 

MANY OF THOSE WHO SIGNED THE ORIGINAL CHARTER ARE STILL UVING. THE POST 

HAD AN ALL-TIME HIGH CF 70 MEMBERS AND A :uJW OF 41 MEMBERS . 

THUS, SOME 1100 VETERANS OF THIS COUNTY ARE MEMBERS OF AMERICAN 

LEGION POSTS WITHIN THE COUNTY . THIS IS APPROXIMATELY l/16TH OF THE ENITRE 

POPULATION OF THE COUNTY - IT IS PROBABLY MORE THAN THAT BECAUSE SOME 

RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTY ARE MEMBERS OF R:lSTS I'' ROS5VILIE, KOKOMO , 

LCGANSPORT, MONTICELLO AND LAFAYETTE . 

THE EARLY-DAY SETTLER OF CARROLL OOU NTY - in L82ef AND LATER, 

LITTLE DREAMED TIJit THE COUNTRY THEY WERE SETTLING 'ht)ULD WITNESS A CIVIL 

WAR: THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR: THE MEXICAN BORDER I NCIDENTS: THE GREAT 

WORLD WARS I AND II: KOREA AND NOW VIETNAM. THE REVOWTION HADi. 'T BEEN 

OVER so MANYF WHEN THESE PIONEERS CAME TO CARBfilL coo TY. THEY 

NUMBERED HEARTY SOULS WHO WITHSTOOD THE RIGORS OF PIONEER HARDSHIPS 

AND FORGED A NEW COUNTRY OUT OF A WILDERNESS . I BELIVE THESE PF.OPIE 

WOULD HAVE APPROVED THE ORGANIZATION YOU HONOR TODAY. CERTAINLY T JEY 

W ULD BAa< OHR STAND ON PATDOTISM : ON LAW AND ORDER : ON COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

THEY BELIEVED I N J USTICE- JUSTICE TEMPERED WITH MERCY. THEY BELIEVED IN 

THE RIGHT OF PEACEABIE ASSEMBLY--THEY BELIEVED IN A DIVI ~"E CREATOR ••• THEY 

BELIEVED I N HARD WORK AND THAT THE FRUITS OF THAT LABOR SHOULD BE THEIR . 

OWN AND THEIR HEIRS ••• THEY BE~IN SOCIALIZING A BIT- THIS I S EVIDENCED 
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IN WHAT A FORGE AND WHAT A HEAi 

WERE SHAPED THE ANCHORS OF THEY HOPE! 

FEAR NOT EACH SUDDEN SOUND AND SHOCK 

'TIS THE WAVE AND NOT THE ROCK: 

'TIS BUTTHE FLAPPING OF THE SAIL, 

AND NOT A RENT MADE BY THE GALE I 

I N SPITE OF ROCK AND TEMPEST'S ROAR, 

IN SPITE OF FALSE LIGHTS ON THE SHORE, 

.:3AIL ON, NOR FEAR TO BREAST THE SEAi 

OUR HOPES , OUR HEARS, :nt ARE ALL WITH THEE, 

OUR HEARTS , OUR HOPES, OUR PRAYERS, OUR TEARS 

OUR FAITH, TRIUMPHANT O'ER OUR FEARS, 

ARE ALL WI TH THEE- ARE ALL WI TH THEE. 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY SAID IT MUCH BETTER THAN I AT HIS 

I NAURAL ADDRESS, WHEN HE ENDED WITH: " LET THE WORD GO FORTH FROM THIS 

TIME AND PLACE , TO FIREND AND FOE AUKE, TH ,T THE TORCH HAS BEEN PASSED 

TO A NEW GENERATION OF AMERICANS . LET EVER NATION KNOW--WHETHER IT 

BIDS US WELL OR ILL - THAT WE SHALL PAY ANY PRICE, BEAR ANY BURDEN, 

MEET ANY HARDSHIP, SUPPORT ANY FRIEND, OPPOSE ANY FOE, TO ASSURE THE 

SURVIVAL A.ND SUCCESS OF LIBERTY". 

THUS WE OF THE LEGION ECHO HIS WORDS TODAY --NOT ONLY TO OUR 

FOREIGN ADVERSARIFS BUT TO THOSE WHO DARE TO ATTEMPT IDO CHANGE OUR 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT . 

THE LORD SAID "FEAR NOT ! ~OR I AM wr TH YOU I" THIS WAS THE 

CREDO OF THE PIONEERS. 

IF AMERICA IS WORTH SAVING, THEN IT tJUST BE THE SONS AND THE 

DAUGHTERS OF THE PIONEERS OF THIS LAND , ALONG WITH THE LEGION, THE GRANGE, 

THE SOROTTIES, THE FRATJ:RNITIES, THE CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, THOSE WHO BELIEVE 

IT WORTH SAVING TO PUT FORTH THE EFFORT, REMEMBERI I J, AS DID PRESIDENT 

KBNEBDY, WHEN HE S AID: "LET US GO FORTH TO LEAD THE LAND WE LOVE, .ASCING HIS 

BLESSING , AND HIS HELP, BUT KNOWING THAT HERE ON EARTH GOD' S WORK MUST TRULY BE 
OUR OWN. 
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