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A Lakeside View

Jefferson Township celebrated
centennial in 1936
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BY MATT SMITH
Carroll County Historical
Museum Curator

Jefferson township which is
. in the corner of Carroll County
surrounded by its neighbor
White County on the north.and
west was formed up from a
part of what had been Adams
Township in 1836, and cele-
brated its Centennial in August
of 1936 at the Yeoman M.E.
Church, with
Mrs. W.G.
Million over
the churches
of the town-
ship, Mrs.
Carl Hanna
gver wthe
schools, Miss
Thyra Heiny
and David
Lilly taking
charge of the
early settlement, John Kennard
over early industry, and Mrs.
Minnie Overly, home econom-
ics. John Hombeck was thought
to be the first Caucasian set-
tler in the township, and in
September of 1832 Samuel
Goslee entered a tract of land
and for many years was a prom-
inent member of the community,
Other early settlers of the com-
munity included Jonas Elston,
David Lucas, Thomas Patton,
John Lynch, Henry Tedford,
James Delzell, John Scott,
Jacob Baum, John B. Mikesell,
David Coble, William Carson,
and David Overly. Scholarly
endeavors were first undertaken
at Moses Grandstaff’s farm, as
well as those of Alfred Briney
and William Carson. The name-
sake of the town of Yeoman was
the somewhat ambitious Colonel
Samuel Yeoman, engineer of
the Indianapolis, Delphi, and
Chicago Railroad.
Predominant houses of wor-
ship were the Hickory Grove
Church, formerly the Union
Christian Church, then the
Congregationalist Christian
Congregation, then a United
Church of Christ in 1957, now
an independent body of believ-
ers as of October seventh of
2004. This was organized
first in 1868. Another signifi-
cant group of faithful was the
Qzk Grove Christian Church
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(Disciples of Christ) which was
organized in 1880 representing
three other equally significant
flocks, those being the Church
of the Brethren, Methodist,'and
the New Dunker Church of God.
The Church of God prevailed
to become the present body of
believers. The original Yeoman
Methodist Church building was
erected in 1878 and dedicated in
1880; however groundbreaking
for the present edifice was per-
formed on May twenty-third of
1965.

The diminutive settlement of
Patton was established in 1883
by Hezekiah Patton whose spir-
itual tendencies were principally
German Baptist. This small burg
never significantly thrived,
although the R.L. Polk Gazetteer
showed nine merchants there

Picured is the building that once Ihou‘se the Yeoman Bank, which was closed in the

ranging from two physicians
to a wagon maker, with a coo-
per, livestock dealer, blacksmith,
saw mill, Methodist pastor, and
a general store included for good
measure.

The town of Yeoman was
thrust into the local lime-
light when the contract for the
Oakdale dam was let to the L.R.
Myers Construction Company
of Chicago in July of 1924
and it was announced in the
Logansport Morning Press that
“several carloads of material are
already on the siding at Yeoman,
part of which are being

Unloaded and moved to

Oakdale by truck. The dam will
be located at a point 1, 000 feet
north of the wagon bridge at
Oakdale. It will be 1,300 feet
across.”
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In the August nineteenth
1924 edition of the Logansport
Pharos Tribune there was men-
tion made of the move of the
office from Lennox, another
name for the present-day town
of Yeoman.

The precedent for the present
Oakdale dam and related hydro-
electric plant was a mill owned
by an Anthony Schuetz, which
was also paired with a general
store. The entire operation was
sold to William Underhill for
$13,000, who sold it for taxes
to a Richard L. Walker from
Croton-on-Hudson, receiv-
ing only $600. This he refused
thinking a $12,000 property
should bring more.

Attorney George W. Julien
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