




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Three years after erasing the 86-year "Curse of the Bambino" 
and ending one of the longest title droughts in sports history, the 
Boston Red Sox did it again by sweeping the Colorado Rockies to 
win its second World Series 1n four years. Boston rang up the best 
record 1n baseball dunng the regular season, and then beat the 
Rockies, who had won 21 of its previous 22 games. 

J. Sad admission 
After several years of denials track star Manon Jones, a five-time 
Olympic medalist, admitted to the public that she took steroids 
pnor to the 2000 Summer Olympics. Afterwards, the IOC stripped 
Jones of her medals and she announced her retirement. 

K. A champ again 
Russian tennis sensation Mana Sharapova only 20 years old, won 
her third Grand Slam title by breezing through the Australian Open 
Without losing a set. Sharapova added the crown to the previous 
U S Open and Wimbledon titles she already won 

In his 17th season, Green Bay quarterback Brett Favre set the 
NFL career record for passing yards, passing Dan Marino. The 
38-year old, three-time MVP also experienced a rebirth by leading 
the Packers to a 13-3 season and the NFC Championship Game. 
However, they fell one game short of the Super Bowl, losing to the 
New York Giants in overtime. 

M. Dog days 
Atlanta Falcons quarterback Michael Vick was arrested by federal 
investigators for organizing a widespread dog-fighting ring-Out of 
his home. The NFL indefinitely suspended Vick, who at one tlme 
was the highest paid player in the league. After he pleaded gu1tt)I 
Vick was sentenced to 23 months m pnson 

N.Anewhope 
Young Shawn Johnson, a 15-year old from Des Moines who stafldS 
only 4-feet, 8-inches tall, became the next face of the U.S. womens 
gymnastics team when she became only the fourth Amencan 





A. Meet you online 
Social networking websites continued to gain popularity and add 
millions of subscribers who ventured online to interact. Two of 
the largest, MySpace and Facebook, even developed a budding 
business rivalry. Facebook gained the backing of Microsoft, who 
bought a stake in the website for $240 million. 

B. Disappearing bees 
Beekeepers and scientists were puzzled by, and continued to 
study, the problem of dwindling honeybees. Known as Colony 
Collapse Disorder, the phenomenon resulted in worker bees 
leaving hives for unknown reasons, causing the hives to die out. 

C. An expert hack 
Apple released its latest innovation, the 1Phone, and New Jersey 
teenager George Hotz took full advantage. Hotz hacked the 
software on his iPhone, allowing the phone to be used by other 
wireless service providers. He then traded the secrels for a new car. 

D. The green movement 
With more people seeming to adopt the belief that issues 
such as global warming were a growing problem for the wortd 
environmental causes suddenly became part of popular culture. 

1V shows, movies and ads were filled with "green" messages, 
and practices such as recycling continued to become more 
common both at home and work. 

E. Newdino 
Reseaichers in China unearthed the remains of a giant, bird-Hke 
dinosaur, which they believed to be a new species. Feathered, 
but unable to fly, the 26-foot long Gigantoraptor ertianenSIS 

lived some 85 million years ago. The discovery was a surpnse 
because previous theories pointed to bird-like dinosaurs typically 
being much smaller. 

F. The next generation 
Digilal Video Recorders, or~ contrued to gai1 pop.Bily Md*""! 
phase out VCRs as the home ei detail 111e11t tech IOlogy ci croce. lt:Jla 
to record video digitally and store it i1 a computer hard drive, OVRs 
revolutionized the Wfl"f many users watched 1V with funclionS like 
pausing live 1Y, and elirTlnating the need for numerous video tapes. 

G. Stem cell breakthrough? 
Teams of scientists in the U.S. and Japan claimed they were able 
to reprogram skin cells to act the same as embryonic stern cells. a 
JXlSSible advance that couk:l revolutionize stern cell research becaUS8 



One bright atar 
Astronomers announced that they were able to observe the largest and 
'pightest exploding star, or supernova, ever witnessed Roughly 100 to 

times the size of the sun the star was located 240 million light yaa19 
flN8'f and was 100 times more energetic than the typical aupemova. 

lo Pet scare 
Widespi98d raports of kidney failt.re and deaths among pets led to a 
ma&liVe acare and pet food recall by several companies, after it was 
detemined that the food was contaminated by bad vegetable proteins 
imported from China and used as ingredients. 

J. Race to the moon 
The X Prize Foundation started another new $20 million pnvate spaceflight 
contest, with the goal of landing a rover on the moon. Within a month of 
the contest being announced, five groups had said they would enter the 
contest, which was scheduled to take five years. 



A. Feel-good tale does well 
Juno. an md1e comedy about a high school girl and her parents 
dealing with her unplanned pregnancy, became one of the 
surprise h;ts of the year. The movie earned raves from cntics 
for its heartwarming story and sharp dialogue, and even earned 
Oscar nominations for Best Picture and Best Actress for lead 
character Ellen Page. 

B. Hollywood's main man 
Johnny Depp proved he was still one of Hollywood's most bankable 
leading men. The final movie in the Pirates of the Caribbean tnlogy 
starring Depp earned more than $300 million at the box office, and 
later in the year Depp won raves for his lead role in Sweeney Todd 

C. Shots never seen 
Planet Earth, the award·w1nning documentary TV senes produced 
by the Discovery Channel and the BBC, aired m America for the 

first time. The programs, created to show the beauty and diversity 
of the planet, took more than five years to make and reportedly 
captured natural images on film that had never before been seen. 

D. Tough ticket 
Miley Cyrus, aka Hannah Montana, was the headline act on one of the 
most popular concert tours of the year. Cyrus, whose Hannah Montana 
show was one of the highest rated on cable, toured with pop band The 
Jonas Brothers and tickets for the shows routinely sold out 1n minutes in 
each city, leading to a feeding frenzy among the pre-teen crowd. 

E. TV stalls out 
The 1V Wnters Guild of America went on a three-month strike over a 
dispute with the 1V studios regarding the sharing of profits from "new 
media" revenue sources, including the internet. With no new scripts 
coming in, many shows were forced off the air and into reruns, Making 
viewers realize there were other entertainment options out there. 



F. On to the big screen 
Mer 19 successful seasons on 1Y, popular animated sitcom The Simpsons 
stepped up in the wor1d try making its first movie. Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, 
Maggie and COl1'l)aJ1Y translated well, with The Simpsons Movie raking 1n more 
than $180 million at the box office to become one of the comedy hits of the year. 

G. Time to dance 
Disney continued building on its wildly successful High School Musical 
franchise. The sequel to the first movie, High School Musical 2, drew in 

17.2 million viewers on its opening night ainng on the Disney Channel, the 
most ever for a cable lV program. 

H. A shocking end 
Fans were stunned when actor Heath Ledger was found dead in his New 
York City apartment. The star of hit movies such as A Knights Tale and The 
Patriot, and Oscar-nominated for his role in Brokeback Mountain, Ledger 
was only 28 years old at the time of his death. An accidental overdose of 
prescription medication was found to be the cause. 



I. A fitting conclusion 
The saga of boy wizard Harry Potter came to an end with tt>e final 
bool< 1n the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, being 
released by author J.K. Rowli!'lg to Much fanfare and IT'Ore than 11 
IT'illion copies sold in the first 24 hours. As the books wrapped up, 
t"e movies continued. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 
tne fifth flm, became a huge !'it at the box office. 

J. The end? 
Cr;tically acclaimed HBO mobster senes The Sopranos aired its 
long-awaited final episode. The ast scene of the show became 
a famous pop-culture moment when things ended abruptly 
mid-scene while Tony and the fa:rn.y were oi..~ to dinner Millions of 
viewers were left wondenng what happened. 

K. Funny man of the year 
Comedian Seth Rogen probably couldn't i,ave had a much 
better year, scoring two huge ti1ts and becom. '1g a star in the 

process. Roger had starring roles, he·;:ied wr.te and helped 
produce Superbad and Knocked Up, two of the i,1ghest grossing 
comedies of the year 

L. Star in the making 
Young actor Shia LaBeouf showed he might have a chance to be 
ore of the next big stars after a year 1n WPICP he starred ir one of 
the year's blockbuster action hits, Transformers, and then landed 
the starring role in tile next long-awaited sequel being made in the 
Indiana Jones series o! movies. 

M. An Emmy surprise 
30 Rock was the surprise winner of Outstandirg Comedy Series at 
the annua; Emmy Awards. The critically adored sitcom about a sitcom 
was a first-t1IT'e winner, as opposed to HBO's The Sopranos, wh1cr 
won Outstanding Drama Senes in •!s fnal season. A new nominating 
process for this year's EMMys led to 33 first-time nominees and what 
was widely considered to be a fresh perspective on the show. 



N. Rise to fame 
Bnt1sh singer Amy Winehouse becarre a celebrity in America when her 
second album, "Back to Black," was one of the best selling records of ttie 
year and won her five Grammy awards Unfortunately, her wild personal 
ife and egal troubles also made her fodder for tabloid headlines. 

0. Quite a show 
The 2007 MTV Music Video Awards were held in Las Vegas for the first 
time, and turned into a w1.d nigM. There were several stages with multiple 
performances going at once. Justin Timberlake erded up being the night's 
big winner, taking home four awards, includirg Male Artist of the Year 

P. Rough comeback 
It was a tougr year for pop queen Britney Spears. She entered rehab for 
substance abuse and then lost a custody battle for her chi dren with ex­
husbard Kevin Federt1ne Her first new album 1n two years, "Blackout," 
had mixed success. She then ended the year wrth a listless live performance 
at the MTV Awards that was widely panned by fans and cntics. 
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A. Pants on fire 
While 71 % of teens said they are prepared to make ethical dec1s1ons 
when they enter the work force, 38 % of those teens say sometimes 
ti 1s OK to cheat, lie or act violently to succeed, according to a 
Junior Ach1evemenVDefo1tte Teen Ethics Survey. Of the teens who 
think plagiarism 1s acceptable on some •evel, 37% said a desire to 
succeed justifies their actions. 

B. Lookin' good 
Tent dresses appeared on the scene, first as light, summery items, 
then long-sleeved for the winter, to be paired with ankle boots and 
bright tights. For the guys who liked stylin' head gear, fedoras and 
wool caps were available. 

C. Guess who's in the kitchen 
Toy kitchens were becoming more prevalent for boys. Television 
shows on the Food Network such as Iron Chef, Boy Meets Grill with 
Bobby Ray and Emeril Uve with Emeril Lagasse, have made playtime 
in the kitchen - real or toy - more acceptable to Amencan males. 

D. Stopping saggy pants 
Some cities are trying to stop the men's fashion of wearing baggy 
pants below the hips. Fines were being proposed for those in Atlanta 

and Trenton. N.J., caught with their pants down. In Delcambre, 
the ordinarice banr>1ng the exposure of i..nderwear carries a fine 
up to $500 or six months tr> 1ail. 

E. Vampires strike 
Amencans are unknowingly using more electr•city. Cell phc 
charging computers In stand-by mode, electric toothbrush· 
clocks on microwaves and DVD players, and rechargeable to 
all suck up electricity when not actually being used by a persr 
Estimates show 5% of electricity use in the U.S. is from stand 
power, or vampire electronics, and that could reach 20% by 201 
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