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Canal Center grand opening July 4 
The grand opening and ribbon 

cutting for the Wabash & Erie 
Canal Conference & Interpretive 
Center will be July 4 at noon. 

The Center is located in Canal 
Park, 1030 N. Washington St., 
Delphi. 

The 12,000 sq. ft. air conditioned 
facility may be visited until dusk 
on July 4 and from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on July 5. 

The two million dollar building 
houses an Interpretive Center, 
which features interactive exhibits 
showing history of the area, the 
construction of the canal, and how 
it 0perated; and a Conference 
Center, featuring a large room for 
meetings, social events, or catered 
dinners seating up to 275. Smaller 

rooms also are available for public 
use. Volunteers are still work
ing on some Interpretive Center 
exhibits, but . the grand opening 
will be the public's chance to see 
the progress. 

The exterior of the building repli
cates actual buildings which exist
ed in Delphi during the canal era 
of the 1830s to the 1850s. 

Charles Gerard, local historian, 
will lead narrated walks around the 
exterior of the building, telling 
about the businesses the facade 
represents, including their history 
and the owners connected with 
them. 

His tours are scheduled for 1, 2 
and 3 p.m. Friday, and 11 a.m., 1 
and 2 p.m. Saturday. 

After the festival, the Interpretive 
Center will continue to be open to 
visitors on weekends. Hours will 
be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays, 
and 1to4 p.m. on Sundays. There 
will be no admittance charge until 
all the displays are finished. 

The Conference & Interpretive 
Center was constructed in cooper
ation with the City of Delphi with 
grants and donations, along with 
volunteer labor. The Department 
of Transportation was the primary 
source of funding for construction 
costs. 

The Canal Center is the focal 
point of Canal Park's historic vil
lage which includes log cabins, a 
blacksmith's shop, and the Reed 
Case Bouse. 

Wabash & Erie Canal Conference & Interpretive Center 

Canal Park has been developed 
by Carroll County Wabash & Erie 
Canal, Inc., which annually spon- . 
sors the Canal Days Festival. 

Proceeds from the festival will 
go to the orgarrization's goal of 
preservation, restoration, educa
tion, and recreation. There is no 
entrance fee to the festival. 

The Wabash & Erie Canal was 
the nation's longest manmade 
waterway, at 468 miles. It extend
ed from Toledo, Ohio, west and 
south through Indiana to 
Evansville, with the Delphi sec
tion about midway. Delphi has the 
only public accessible canal sec
tion in the state that still holds 
water. 
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She had· a vision 
Roseland McCain found the · 

answer to "What are you going to 
do with your retirement?" right in 
her back yard - the Wabash & 
Erie Canal. 

While taking a walk on the 
McCain property, she saw the 
waterway which bordered their 
land. While some saw it as an 
eyesore, she envisioned a clean, 
flowing canal restored to preserve 
its historical impact on the city 
and to teach future generations of 
its importance. 

Gathering friends and others 
interested in history and in 
improving the community, 
Roseland organized the Carroll 
County· Wabash & Erie Canal, 
Inc. in the early 1970s. 

Today, her son Dan McCain 
leads the organization which is 
opening a Conference and 
Interpretive Center- during the 
Canal Days Festival July 4 and 5. 

After some smooth and some 
bumpy years, the organization 
has developed Canal Park, with 
canal-era buildings, and Roseland 
was there every step of the way. 
Her death May 23 will keep her 
from the dedication of the new 
Center, but those who knew her 
and worked with her will feel her 
spirit there. 

In the early days, Roseland kept 
the organization intact by writing 
newspaper columns to keep the 
project in the public's eye. She 
recruited volunteer workers and 
fed them while they labored; she 
worked to gain civic and mone
tary support; and she continued to 
dream of a site worthy of the 
grand canal in its heyday. 

To help spread the story of the 
canal and the organization, she 
frequently gave programs in the 
first-person character of "Mrs. 
Sarah Spoonaugle," a widow 

Roseland McCain, 1912-2003 
traveling from New York to career of teaching as she spread 
Delphi on the canal. Many her knowledge and enthusiasm 
schoolchildren (and adults) first throughout the community and 
heard of the canal from "Mrs. state. 
Spoonaugle." Those who question what-one 

Although restoring the canal person can do need only to visit 
was Roseland's retirement life, Canal Park and see the fruition of 
she never went far from her long one woman's dream. 

Don't miss all the tours 

Kuns cabin, Bowen cabin in Canal Park 

The newly-complet
ed Canal Conference 
and Interpretive Center 
will be the showpiece of 
this year's Canal Days 
Festival. 

Following a grand 
public opening and a 
ribbon cuttin~ at noon 
Friday, the building will 
be open for tours until 
dusk. Volunteers are 
still working on some 
Interpretive Center 
exhibits, but this will be 
the public's chance to 
see the J?rogress. Tours 
also will be offered 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

Charles Gerard, local 
historian, will lead nar
rated walks around the 
exterior of the building. 
His tours are schedul~d 
for 1, 2 and 3 p.m. 
Friday, and 11 a.m., 1 
and 2 p.m. Sat_urday. 

Tours of the Reed 
Case House at Canal 
Park will also be offered 
from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
July 4 and 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. July 5. The Federal 
style house was built in 
1843-44 by Delphi resi
dent Reed Case who 
was superintendent for 
construction of the 
canal in the area. 

One narrated walk 
along the historic canal 
will begin at 9 a.m. 
Saturday. Dan McCain 
will be the narrator and 
guide. The Delphi 
Historic Trails, along 
the canal and down
town, are open for 
walkers at any time. 

The Bowen and Kuns 
cabins also will be open 
for visitors both days. 
The Cabin Crafts Gift 
Shop is housed in the 
Bowen cabin. 

The canal was short-lived after it reached 
Evansville. Maintenance, weather, and water 
supply problems, as well as the arrival of the 
railroad, contributed to its failure. By 1863, 
canal traffic was declining. 
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Farmers market, crafts, · -
and Rendezvous. 

New this year to the Canal Days 
Festival is a Farmer's Market along 
the canal towpath. 

The market will be open both days 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Vendors will offer fresh produce, 
baked goods and flowers, just as farm
ers in the canal era shipped their wares 
on canal boats. 

Crafts people also will be selling and 

demonstrating their wares in the park. 
Demonstrations will include spinning, 
weaving, tatting, and blacksmithing. 

Rendezvous blanket traders will 
have Native American and primitive 
goods available. Campers at the 
Rendezvous will dress as frontier 
Americans in the 1840s. Visitors are 
welcome at their campsites to learn 
more about the era. 

Rendezvous campers welcome visitors 

Patriotic progra01 planned 
A special program, "We 

Americans," will be presented on 
July 4 at the Canal Days Festival in 
the Canal Conference Center at 
Canal Park. 

The patriotic multi-media program 
can be seen at 1, 2 and 4 p.m. The 
audicrvisual presentation provides a 
brief history of the country's heritage 
from Colonial times to the present It 
shows images of the beauty of our lands 
and is a reminder of the spirit and the 
vision of the American people. 

It will be provided by Brian 
Migliore of Fort Wayne, a graduate 
of Purdue University with a degree . 
in American history and a teaching 
certificate in communications. His 
interest in history began when he 
was a child and was complimented 
with photography begun while work
ing on his high school yearbook. 

There is no admission for the pro
gram, but donations will be wel
comed. 

Don't eat before you come 
A wide variety of food to suit all 

appetites will be found at the f esti
vru. 

The canal association will have 
the "Snack Shack," again offering 
its spe9ialty - homemade pies. 
Sandwiches, drinks and ice cream 
also will be on the menu. 

Festival activities will begin 
early with the Delphi Rotary 
Club's annual pancake and 
sausage breakfast from 6-10 a.m. 
in Honan Hall at the comer of 

Monroe and Union streets. 
At 5 p .m . Friday, the Canal asso

ciation will serve ham and beans 
straight from the outdoor iron ket
tle. The meal, including cornbread, 
will be adjacent to the Snack 
Shack in Canal Park. Serving will 
continue until the beans and corn
bread are :&leted. 

Other fa · ar foods will be pork 
burgers, tenderloins, com on-the
cob, lemonade shakeups, and ele
phant ears. 

Ride in trolley or cart 
The Delphi Trolley and a horse 

drawn cart will be available for 
rides during the Canal Days 
Festival July 4 and 5. 

Angela Jackson will bring her 
horse and colorful cart for brisk 
rides around the park. 

Brian Stirm will be driving the 
trolley in the Independence D ay 
Parade Friday morning and will be 
offering rides through the park and 
downtown until 5 p.m. that after-

noon. Trolley rides also will be 
available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Stirm and the trolley will be at 
the Canal Conference and 
Interpretive Cenler in Canal Park 
from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, additional 
hours that the Interpretive Center 
will be open to the public. The 
Canal Concert Series will also 
continue in the Park the same day 
at the same hours. 

' . Twin oxen attract attention ' . .. . " 
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Parade to include fly-over 
A fly-over by two fighter jets will 

be a new attraction at Delphi's 
10th annual Independence Day 
Parade on July ,4. The planes are 
scheduled to appear at 10:20 a.m. 
immediately following the singing 
of the National Anthem by Gayla 
Martin, a 21-gun salute by the 
Delphi American Legion,- and the 
playing of taps. These activities 
will take place at the rev!ewing 
stand on Franklin Street, north of 
the courthouse. 

Grand marshal of the parade will 
be Pat Clawson. 

Cake walk, 
other games 

Parade participants will begin 
marching from Canal Park on 
North Washington Street at 10 a.m. 
and are due to reach downtown 
with the fly-over. Those taking 
part in the parade will begin lining 
up at 8 a.m. in the parking lot of 
the Globe Valve Co., also on North 
Washington Street. Judging is 
scheduled for 9-9:30 a.m. and 
award winners will be announced 
at 11 :45 a.m. from the Canal 
Center in Canal Park. 

No pre-registration is necessary 
to enter the parade. 

A cake walk has been added to 1 1 

this year's fun and games at the 
festival. It is scheduled for 12:30 
p.m. Friday in Canal Park. 

Returning will be the favorite 11 
watermelon eating contest on both 
days. Friday's event for kids will 
be at 1:30 J?.IB. Saturday's contest 
at 3 p.m. will be for adults. 

Other children's activities 
include Tug-0-War at 2:30 p.m. 
Friday and a sack race at 3:30 p.m. Old-time music fills the air 
that day. Games will be repeated 
from 2-3 p.m. Saturday. 

Pets on parade! 
Pets and their owners will get to 

"show their stuff' at the Pet Parade 
at 1 p.m. Saturday during the 
Canal Days Festival. 

Kids and adults can bring their 
favorite furry (and non-furry) 
friends, preferably in costume. 
Prizes will be awarded. 

Gathering point is near the Reed 
Case House. No prior registration 
is needed, and entry is free. 

Built by the State of Indiana, 
the canal offered merchants 
an outlet for their goods on 
the East Coast and provided a 
way for settlers to make their 
way west. It also contributed 
to the growth of many areas 
including Delphi. In canal 
days, the city was well-known 
for its canvassed hams and 
rag-content paper as well as 
lime for making fine plaster. 

... 

Canal and Towpath, Canal Park 

Music to your ears 
· Bruce Quinn of Indianapolis, for

mer WMRS disc jockey, will 
return to the Canal Days Festival 
with two afternoons of canal era 
music. 

Performing from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Friday will be Bailiff's Hollow, 
who specializes in Celtic and tradi
tional music. Michael Mycroft will 
perform on the Native American 
flute from 4:30 to 6:30 Saturday. 

The Canal Concert Series will 

Kids · games are popular feature 

continue on Sunday with 
Undiscovered Talent playing coun
try and rock & roll from 2 to 4 p.m. 

All concerts are open to the pub
lic without charge, but a free-will 
offering will be taken. 

The Sunday concerts will contin
ue each week until Sept. 14 except 
for July 20 when there will be no 
concert. Those attending the 
Sunday concerts are asked to bring 
lawn chairs. 
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.July 4 Wee~end in Delphi 
- A Great Time to Come & Celebrate! -

•Canal Days Festival - July 4 & 5 .:... 
with newly opened Canal Conference & Interpretive Center 

,. Independence Day.Festi\1fties -
Parade with special military fty over, patriotic programs, and fireworks 

• Friendly merchants all ~ver town 
Activities downtown, at Canal Park and Berto Field 

Much to see. Much to do. 

Don't miss the fun this weekend in Delphi! 

Ad sponsored by Delphi Economic Development Commission. 
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f riday, July f . 
· Rotar!J Pancake lheakfast 

tio11an iiall, li'elp&i 
farmers Market Opens 
fodependmce li'a!J Parade 

starts at Canal Park 

b-10 a.m. 

'1 a.m .. 
10 a.m. 

ll;+s a.m. . Parade .Awards Ceremon!J 

12 noon 

12;30 p.m. 
I p.m. 
I p.m. 

Canal Center 
Ca11al Ce11ter"9ra11d Opming 

Tours until dusk 
Cake Walk 
Narrated Tour of Cetiter' s fxterior 
"We .Amerlcatis," .Audio-Visual 

Program - Canal Cmter 
1;30 p.m. Kids Watermeloti fating Cotitest 
2 p'.m. Narrated Tour of Center's fxterior 
2:30 p.m. "We .tlmerlcatis" Prese11tation 
2:30 p.m. Tug-0-War 
3 p.1». ' Narrated Tour of Ce11ter' s fxterior 
3:30 p.m. Sack Race 
+ p.m. "We 71.mericatis" Presmtati1m 
+:30-b:3o p.m. Music b!J 1'ailiff' s tiollow 
s p.m. tiam, 1'ra11 fr Cornbrc;ad Meal 

Saturday, July s 
7:30-11 a.m. Volkswalk Reglstratlo11 
'1 a.m. farmer's Market Opms 
9 a.m. Narrated tlistoric Cam1l Walk 
1(7 a.m. Ca11al Ce11ter Tours 1'<'9i11 
II a.m. Narrated Tour cf Center's fxrerior 
I p.m. Pet Parade 
I p.m. Narrated Tour of Cmt&r' s fxterior 
2 p.m. Narrate.I Tour of Cimter' s fxterlor 
2-J p.m. C&ildrm'si"ames 
3 p.m. .tl&ult Watermelon fath19 Co11test 
4:30 p.m. Raffle Praw111g 
4:30-b:3o p.m. Natl\/e Amrrica11 flute Music: 

by Mlc6aei M!lcroft 

Vaily Activities 
• Cabin Crafts-gift S&op • food 1'oot&s 

• farmer's Market • Sphmlng, Weaving, Tatt111g 

• Craft 1'oot&s • 1'lacksmit&in9 

• fodlan .Artifacts • .A11tlque Tractors 

• Oxen • tiorse Cart Rides · 

• Trolle!I Rides • Raffle 

• Reed Case tlouse Tours 

• Canal Music b!J 1'ruce .Qui11» 

• Canal Societ!J of lndla»a .Activjties 

• tilstorical Museum 1'oot& 

• iieritage Tourism 1'oot& 

• Tours aiid .Narrah'd li'escriptlor1s of New Car1al Ce11ter 

• Rendezvous t&ru July b 

.S pom;ored b!J 

Carroll Cow1t!I 

Wabas6 & frie · 

Cimal, foe. 

-·~ ~ 411,,~ ~ 


