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The Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission is established by IC 14-1 3-6 

Under Title Vl of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination 
Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the U.S. Government prohibits discrimination on the 
basis ofrace, color, national origin, age, sex, or handicap. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in 
any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please contact the Department 
ofNatural Resources, Executive Office, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

0 
printed on recycled paper 

2000 Issue 

Upcoming Wabash River 
Heritage Corridor 

Commission meetings 
(locations•• tentative} 

Morch 1 l :00 PM 
Indianapolis 

Moy 3 1 :00 PM 
Carroll County 

July 5 l :00 PM 
Vigo County 

September 6 1 :00 PM 
Sullivan County 

November 1 1 00 PM 
lnd1onopolis 

January 3, 2001 1 00 PM 
Indianapolis 

Meetings ore held on the first 
Wednesday of all odd 

numbered months at 1 :00 pm 

For more mMtlq Information 
and 1ocat.1ons. call (U 7) ~70 

~ESPRIT DE 

OU A BACHE 
The Newsletter of the Wabash River Heritage Conidor Commission 2000 Issue 

IN 
THIS 
ISSUE 

Grants Availible 

NICHES ... 

Little Turtle Waterway 

F ranee Park Access 

Mr. Digby's River Town 

Iron Bridge gets home 

Greenway Project 

Interpretive Center 

Signs Installed 

River Town 

Constucted Wetlands 

Upcoming Events 

Members 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

15 

Her itage Corridor Grants Available 
Department of Natural Resources Director, Larry Macklin, 

recently announced that approximately $4 million is available 
during the current grant cycle of the Wabash River Heritage 
Corridor Fund program. "These funds will help dozens of local 
park, recreation, conservation, and historic preservation projects 
to be completed along the 510-mile length of the Wabash River 
Corridor. Projects funded through this program protect the river, 
provide for the preservation of natural and historical resources, 
improve public recreation opportunities, and enhance tourism 
for all communities along the river," said Macklin. 

"We are delighted the Indiana Legislature continues their 
vital support of th is wonderful natural, recreational and 
historical resource," says Lucky Neiburger, President of the 
Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission. "The Wabash 
River and communities along the river will greatly benefit from 
an increase in funding above previous state appropriations for 
the Wabash River Heritage Corridor," added Neiburger. 

These grants provide up to an 80% matching reimbursement 
to local government agencies within the 19-county corridor and 
501(c)(3) non-profit organizations with projects in Indiana in 
the strip ofland abutting of the Wabash River, the Little River, 
and the historic portage to the Maumee River. Applicants are 
limited to one application per grant round, and grant amounts 
range from a minimum of $10,000 to a maximum of $250,000. 
Grant applications must be submitted or postmarked no later 
than Monday, May 8, 2000. 

Wabash River Heritage Corridor grants are administered by 
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Projects 
that involve primarily natural and/or recreational resources are 
administered through the Division of Outdoor Recreation, and 
those dealing with historical and/or cultural resources are 
administered through the Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology. For applications and more information about the 
Wabash River Heritage Corridor Fund, please call the 
appropriate DNR division, or visit one of the web sites listed 
below. 

Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology 
402 West Washington Street, W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(3 17) 232-1646 

www.statc.in.us/dnr/historic 

Division of Outdoor Recreation 
402 West Washington Street, W271 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(3 17) 232-4070 

www.state.in.us/d n r/outdoor 



NICHES Along the Wabash 

An organization that formed four years ago is protecting land 
along the Wabash River in mid-North Indiana and hopes to protect 
more in the years ahead. Northern Indiana Citizens Helping 
Ecosystems Survive (NICHES) Land Trust is a regional land trust 
that covers eleven Indiana Counties. Five of these-Cass, Carroll, 
Tippecanoe, Warren and Fountain-are along the Wabash River. 

This all-volunteer group managed to buy two river front prop
erties in 1999. One is a 70-acre parcel known as the Janssen 
Reserve. !twas purchased jointly with the Tippecanoe County Parks 
and Recreation Department. NICHES holds title to 45 of the acres 
which will be restored as bottomland forest and wetland. The 
County Park Department holds :is acres including the strip imme
diately adjacent to the River. This strip will eventually become a 
portion of the Wabash Heritage Trail. 

The second property is in Warren County about five miles down
stream from the first. The Weiler-Leopold Nature Reserve is l 79 
acres in size with three-quarters ofa mile of Wabash River frontage 
and a third of a mile along Little Pine Creek. NICHES will be 
putting in a trail system and parking area to provide public access. 
NICHES raised over $60,000locally for the project. The I 00 acres 
ofbottomland on the Reserve has been fanned and, like Janssen, 
will be planted with trees and restored to hardwood forest this com
ing spring. Funding from CINERGY, NUCOR Stee' 211d the Wild 
Turkey Federation will help pay for the purchase and planting of 
41,000 trees. Both properties were bought using grants NICHES 
received from the Indiana Heritage Trust Fund. 

The Weiler-Leopold Reserve contains an area of oak savanna 
and some old fields. It helps buffer a unique area known as Black 
Rock Barrens, a siltstone glade community that hosts a number of 
rare plants. Some of these plants spill over onto the Reserve. A 
few of the beautifuland uncommon plant species found on the prop
erty are Bird Foot Violet, Long-leafed Bluets and Cream Wild 
Indigo. 

A 100-acre parcel adjacent to the Reserve, which contains part 
of the Barrens area, came up unexpectedly for auction in 1999. 
NICHES had hoped to acquire this area and appealed to The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) for help. TNC was able to buy the 
property. NICHES will reimburse TNC and take title to the 
property sometime in 2000. The property adds a half-mile 
frontage to a developing corridor along the Wabash River. 

Little Turtle Waterway 

Logansport dedicated its new !railhead park on the Wabash 
River last spring with "Moonlight on the Wabash." 

Over two hundred people enjoyed a dinner theatre on the 
riverbank on May 2s•. Characters pictured on the Plaza's granite 
pavers entertained the diners with stories from local history. 

On May 29"' many free events introduced the public to the 
Little Turtle Waterway's first major project, including a dedication 
by the Miami Tribe and displays of contemporary Woodland Indian 
art. 
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NICHES now owns six properties in four different counties. 
Three of these are along the Wabash. The group's first acquisition 
was along the river in Carroll County. The Dix Weaver Family 
donated this 20 acre area, known as the Weaver Family Nature 
Reserve, in 1996. It consists of two wooded islands, one with a 
Great Blue Heron Rookery. A 35-acre parcel halfway between the 
Janssen Reserve and Weiler-Leopold will be a future river 
acquisition as it has been left to NICHES as a bequest in a will. 

NICHES wants to build on the areas it already owns and con
tinue to expand this protected buffer along the river. According to 
NICHES president, Susan Ulrich, "The WabashRiverand its major 
tributaries are the dominant natural feature in the area of Indiana. 
Their watersheds contain the best remaining areas of quality 
habitat, thus their protection offers the best hope for preserving 
biodiversity and providing scenic beauty and natural recreation for 
the area's citizens." 

NICHES feels there are many benefits to protecting land along 
the Wabash River. Land acquisition and reforestation benefits the 
Wabash by improving or maintaining water quality and reducing 
soil erosion. Downstream communities benefit by a reduction in 
flood potential. Since forest land releases water over a longer time 
than cropland or developed areas, it also means a steadier supply of 
water in the river during drought. A corridor along the river is 
important for the continued health of wildlife population as well. 
Not only does it provide habitat where hundreds of species can 
live, but also it keeps the population of those species from becom
ing isolated and inbred. And of course, the land helps meet the 
aesthetic and recreational needs of Indiana's citizens. 

Both properties NICHES purchased in 1999 will provide public 
access to the river as well as places people can interact with the 
natural community. 

Dedication of the Janssen Reserve and the Weiler-Leopold Na
ture Reserve are planned for spring 2000. Since NICHES is an all
volunteer organization there are multiple opportunities for any
one interested in protecting habitat along the Wabash River to con
tribute time or money. For more information write NICHES Land 
Trust, PO Box2790, West Lafayette, Jn. 47996, or call Susan Ulrich 
at (765) 583-2275. 

Submitted by Susan Ulrich, President, NICHES 

Design work is now underway for a four-block-long trail 
along the Wabash that will start at the Plaza and continue down
stream to the confluence of the Eel and Wabash Rivers. Sand
blasted granitepavers will illustrate wildlife in and along 

the Wabash River. Seventy-five percent of 
the funding for this trail has been set aside 

from the Wabash River Heritage Corri
dor Fund. Little Turtle Waterway vol
unteers hope that construction on the 
trail will begin next spring. 

Submitted by Mercedes Brugh 

France Park Public Access Site Gives "'.abash River "New Jewelry" 
Logansport fN - A new piece of jewelry is now adorning the 
Wabash River. The Cass County Parks Department (CCPD) is 
pleased to announce the completion of France Park's Public 
Access Site renovation. France Park is located on U.S. Highway 
24, 4 miles west of Logansport on the north side of the Wabash 
River. 

With the financial assis
tance of the Wabash River 
Heritage Corridor Fund, the 
CCPD has created an ideal 
site on the Wabash River for 
fishermen to launch their 
boats, wildlife observers to 
view Great Blue Heron or 
Bald Eagles, and the lunch
time crowd to picnic with an 
outstanding vista. 

store tfleir bicycle while they're taking advantage of the facilities. 
By spring of2000, the new trail., which was funded along with 

this site'reriovation, will also be complete. Hikers and mountain 
bikers can take advantage of the new trails by starting their hike 
either at the public access site or inside the park. The hiking trail 

goes along the cliffs of the 
Old Kenith Stone Quarry, 
to the trail along the 
Wabash River and ends by 
a foundation of an old 
farmhouse. Trail users will 
find interpretive sign;ige 
to enhance the views of 
beautiful rock formations 
and abundant wildlife. 

Interested persons can 
contact France Park by 
phone at 219-753-2928, 
by e-mail at 
fpark@francepark.com or 
visit the France Park 
website at 
www. francepark.corn. 
Mountain bikers are espe
cially encouraged to con
tact the park prior to visit 
to check for trail condi-
tions. 

New features, which 
were constructedat this site, 
include a 90-foot board
walk, a handicap accessible 
walkway from the parking 
area to the boardwalk, 
benches, picnic tables, a fire 
ring, and a small, but dry, 
picnic shelter_ In addition, 
both France Park mountain 
bikers and Georgetown 
Road cyclists will have a 
bicycle rack in which to Submitted by Janet Fawley, Park Superintendant 

If your county is one of the 19 in the Wabash River Corridor, and you have an article or 
story you would like printed in the 2001 newsletter, contact the ONR Division of Outdoor 
Recreation at.· 402 W Washington Street, Indianapolis IN, 46204 (317) 232-4070. 

MR. DIGBY'S RIVER TOWN 

William Digby, the founder of Lafayette, located his town here 
because of the Wabash River. It is said that he thought it was 
about as far upriver as steamboats would be able to navigate. And 
he was right' The river had already played an important part in 
the history of our area by the time Digby platted the town in 1825. 
Native Americans had moved south on our waterways, the French 
voyageurs followed them into the area for trade purposes, and 
Tecumseh and his brother, the Prophet, established their 
Confederation where the Tippecanoe and Wabash Rivers met. 

Mr. Digby platted his town from the river to what is now Sixth 
Street and south to North Streets. Soon the town was bustling. 
In 1826, the first steamboat arrived. According to our first city 
directory, it was a grand occasion! People declared it an 
unofficial holiday and came from miles around to see the wonder
ful new invention. Everyone dressed in their best outfits, a few 
people are said to have formed an impromptu band, and a large 
crowd gathered along the river. The captain· was pleased to 
receive such a wonderful reception and invited people "on board". 
The plank was thrown on shore, and the city officials, along with 
many others, began to crowd on. Now, when you stop a steam
boat, you release the steam, and when you release the steam it 
makes a hissing sound. The crowd heard this noise ... thought the 

boat was going to explode ... and all jumped off into the river! 
Now in spite of this inauspicious beginning, river travel was an 

important part ofour community's development. By 1850, there 
were eight firms building boats in Tippecanoe County. The city 
wharf often had boats waiting for space ... our newspaper carried 
notices of boat arrivals ... and listings of cargo. The following is a 
partial listing from an 1836 advertisement in the Free-Press and 
Commercial Advertiser for a Lafayette wholesale grocer and 
liquor store on the northeast corner of the public square: 
"Received by late boat, and all for sale at lowest prices ... 50 bags 
of coffee; 15 boxes of chocolate; 3000 Spanish made 
cigars; ... 1,000pounds of cheese; 1,500 pounds of codfish; 12 
barrels of bologna sausage; ... 30 digs of gunpowder; 50 bags of 
shot; 30 boxes herring; 20 barrels of New Orleans rum; ... 5 
barrels Holland gin; 20 barrels Mountain Wine ... All arrived on 
the boat Tecumseh yesterday." 

Can't you just see the ladies studying the paper. .. making a list 
Of probable purchases ... and arriving downtown? Searching for 
the b~st bargain is a timeless occupation! 

Article written by Paula l·Voods, a loCal historian, and provided by 
thf Tippecanoe County Wabash River Parkway Commission as one of a 
series of articles to provide Wabash River information. 
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A NEW HOME FOR AN OLD IRON BRIDGE 
Sunday, October 10• was the big dedication ceremony for the as Delphi Lime Company and expanded by adding former 

recently placed gleaming red I S73 Paint Creek Iron Bridge. This competitors to then indude 22 kilns. Daniel McCain, great 
fully restored iron structure was retrieved from its original site on grandfatherofpresentday project coordinator Dan McCain, headed 
the Wilmer "Stub" Hodges farm near Camden. This ornate bridge the new corporation and they set out to capture a significant piece 
will .connect two trails along the Wabash & Erie Canal north of of this business that depended on good roads and especially long 
Washington Street in Delphi. Ftinding for these trails has come distance canal transportation. 
from the DNR' s Wabash Heritage Corridor funds. With the move Transportation requirements were on both ends of the "lime 
completed and a new white oak deck installed, it is ready for hik- burning" business. First to heat the quarried stone in these three 
ers and visitors according to the volunteers and blacksmith who.. story kilns it took lots ofJuel. In the 1870s the only source was 
have made it possible. wood. It took lots of logs brought to the kilns. The Delphi area 

This historic wrought iron structure has received thousands of was already practically deforested because of the kilns needs and 
hours of dedicated work over the last year by nearly one hundred other domestic uses. The. Canal was the source of transportation 
volmH~<:rs, accotding to project coordinator Dan McCain. A grant of the finished "slaked" lime products to market. Lime for plaster 
froni the DNR's Hometown Indiana funds to do the bridge andwhitewashwasshippedasfarawayasNewYorkCity.Delphi 
restorati.on and a portion of the WRHCC trail deyelopment grant had the finest quality known to the master craftsmen. ·.· 
for the.abutments has made the saving of this piece of Carroll Well the :caiaitrify had. al;.<!ady come in late I S.72 when the 
County· heritage possible. More than a dozen significant booming business suffered a s¢lliack. The canal ceased to-Operate 
donations bffl1aterials or "at cost'' donations made this endeavor to the south, thus cutting off transportat10n to Lafayette and 
possible . .CSignificant cash contributions were made by the Canal beyond. The collapse of the Deer Creek Dam south of Delphi 
Society oflndiana and Roseland McCain. severed the conveyance of canal boats -probably forever. 

Looking back· in history, 1873 was an important year for The new management rescued what it could by shipping north 
Camden and Delphi: A bustling growth of these two towns had and obtaining fuel logs from land they owned along the Wabash 
broughtthe need·foi improved crossings over local watercourses. ..: .. · River three miles northofDelph,i, and they had a standing offer to 
!n Camden, ov~iI:aint Creek, a "ford" crossing was to be ·>· .. purchase logs from anyone desiring to deliver their logs to the 
replaced with a new wrought iron structure. The bridge would.,:f • mills .. 
allow easy all weather crossing of this stream just above its' •( '' The salvation came from an expanded mode of transportation 
junction with Deer Creek. James Whitcomb Riley, the noted that came to Delphi in 1875, the Monon Railroad. Afterthe canal 
Hoosier poet often traveled these parts as he gleaned thoughts for ceased operation in that section; the railroad-.:-rossedthe man made 
poems highlighting Deer Creek. waterway two blocks south of the Pittsburg Road. With planning 

. B)Uhe time thaLfour sites in Carroll County had been and enc.ouragementfrom theDelphiLimeCompanymanagement, 
identified as needing bridges instead of "fords", the Wabash & a spur !me called the Belt Line Railroad was later established. 
Erie Canal pennanently ceased to operate. There was a dramatic The Belt Line route crossed that canal at the site of the first 
need to improvelhhrossingattheedge of Delphi. The old wooden Harley & Hubbard Kilns, now outdated and replaced by more 
bridge needed replacement. It called for an improved "at grade" modem "perpetual" burning kilns that'Would bum both wood and 
crossing of the Wabash & Erie Canal. This well traveled route coal and could be loaded continuously. The railroad siding 
lead to the Wabash River and to the busy mill town of Pittsburg. allowed the easy transportation of vast amounts of wood and new 
In those days this busy road was called Pittsburg Road-today it much more efficient sources - coal. 
is known as Washington Street. The bridge site is part of the Wabash Heritage Corridor Trail 

The Carroll County Commissioners decided that day in system. Crushed stone trails already create a loop from 
September l 873 to solve these two challenges by contracting with Washington Street (where the "sister" bridge was placed in 1874 
Massillon Iron Bridge Company in Ohio for identical Howe Truss and replaced in 190 I with a stone arch bridge) up to Delphi's 
Arch structures to be placed the following spring. They were flood control levee. Midway up th.is trail loop is the site for the 
both to be the "bowstring pony span" design with a wooden deck restored Paint Creek, .Iron Bridge - a more beautiful and 
placed on stone foundations. historically appropriate 'site cannot be Imagined. 

Only a block to the north and on the east bank of the canal was 
the site of the six side-by-sideHarley & Hubbard Lime Kilns. This 
bustling business that began in 1857, had by 1871, incorporated Submitted by Dan McCain 

Award Winning Plans for Greenway Project 

The Little River Wetlands Project, Inc. has recently completed 
plans to participate in a Little River Portage Greenway project. 
William Eviston ASLA, of Schenkel-Shultz Architects, recently 
completed extensive research and developed plans for a project 
that would develop a greenway corridor from the western edge of 
Ft. Wayne through the Little (Wabash) River valley, possibly 
ending at the Forks of the Wabash at Huntington. 

Eviston's plans were submitted to INASLA (Indiana Chapter 
American Society of Landscape Architects) and received the Honor 
Award in the Un-Constructed Division of their l 999 competition. 
The award, the highest award given in that category, was 
presented at INASLA 's Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon at 
Hulman Riverhouse in Indianapolis on Friday, 8 October 1999. 

Little River Wetlands Project lnc. (LRWP) has been in 
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existence for approximately ten years~ ~ith a focus on prese~ing 
and re-creating wetlands in the Little Wabash valley, the ancient 
sluiceway drainage of prehistoric Glacial Lake Maumee. This 
greenway project will be a valued extension of their goals as well 
as a potentially excellent feature of the Wabash River Heritage 
Corridor. 

The project includes the historic Maumee-Wabash Portage, 
portions of the Wabash and Erie Canal, as well as the old Indiana 
Railroad line (Inter-Urban) and other historic sites. The potential 
for environmental benefit and re_creational use is-maFlifest. 

We at Little River Wetlands are pleased .that this Greenway 
Project has received such acclaim·, and, feel .it giv~s,hs impetus to 
see the plans become a reality, . We.know a:·project such as this 
will take time, but we hope,:with effort, it might eventually 
receive an award in the Constructed Division! 

Submitted by Richard Poor (LRWP) 

Canal Interpretive Center Commission 
Begins Work. 

Officially the Wabash & Erie Canal Interpretive Center 
Commission has been created. This policy formulating body was 
created by three local organizations with a vested interest in its 
establishment. Members appointed by their respective 
organizations are: Carolyn Pearson, Delphi City Council; David 
Hanna and Shannon Evans, City Park Board; and Bill Draper, Ed 
Gruber and Dan McCain from the Carroll County Wabash & Erie 
Canal Board of Directors. 

Commission officers selected were Dan McCain, Chairman, 
and David Hanna, Secretary. Initially the local body will likely 
111eet once or hvice per month until building plans are completed 
and contracts let. Thereafter the daily operation of the Center 
may be vested in an individual appointed by the Commission. 

The recent joint announcement by the Lt. Governor and the 
Indiana Department of Transportation of funding approval 
heightened the need for this Commission to take charge of the 
work ahead. INDOT' s 80 percent funding matched against 20 
percent local and Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission 
funding will constructthe building, interpretive exhibits and a canal 
boat for Canal Park in Delphi. Costs of architectural planning and 
engineering prior to construction contract letting are all the full 
responsibility of the local Commission. 

The mega-building will be located in Delphi's Canal Park at 
1030 North Washington Street. It will serve as a large meeting 
place capable of serving meals to 250+ seated guests, providing 
space for community meetings, interpretive exhibits, period craft 
displays, and will contain modem restrooms anc' a kitchen. The 
building will be situated so that children and adults will be able to 
learn canal era information indoors and then immediately go 
outdoors to confirm the historic points on the adjacent trails or 
heritage sites. 

Two immediate items for submission to INDOT are the 
environmental assessment findings and the hiring of an architect 
and museum designer. Both of these are local costs from the Canal 
Corporation's funding sources (Lilly Endowment) and the Park 
Board's grant from the Department of Natural Resources. 

The production of plans will likely take six months. 
Groundbreaking for the mega-building may be in late spring or 
summer of 2000 and completion about a year later. As this is 
ongoing, an interpretive design team will be formed and begin 
planning displays for the new center. Visions of innovative 
displays with "hands-on" canal related activities, perhaps even with 
water flowing through a model lock, may be possible. 

Interpretive Center Planning Enters Next Phase ... 
Delphi's Canal Interpretive Center Commission has been meet

ing twice monthly to provide inputs to concepts and overview 
planning details. This proposed l 0,000 square foot multi-purpose 
community building is being planned for construction in Delphi's 
Wabash & Erie Canal Park, 1030 North Washington Street. 
Architectural and museum planning efforts now enterthe detailed 
layout and design phase. 

Construction may start as early as late summer if all the 
drawings and specificationsto be produced are ultimately accepted 
by INDOT. The Indiana Department of Transportation as a part 
of their federal TEA-21 program has granted major funding. The 
INDOT share comes from I 0% of the nations gasoline· taxes 
collected. INDOT ultimately lets the construction contracts while 
the Center Commission's responsibilities are to provide the 
detailed architectural and museum plans. 

The original concept of having an 1850s transportation 
museum in Canal Park began over ten years ago. In the last 
decade, ideas have grown and finally most of the money has been 
secured in the form of several sizeable grants. A significant local 
contribution came through the Carroll County Community 
Foundation a year ago when $220,000 was released from Lilly 

Endowment. Another $ 100,000 was awarded in 1998 from the 
State'DepartmentofNatural Resources. There is still an unfunded 
local match needed to complete all work with INDOT. 
Interpretive Center Commission Chairman Dan McCain stated ''as 
of early winter, if we were to use every dollar of the $1, 136,000 
allocation that INDOT has offered, we still would have an 
unfunded deficit of about $100,000." 

A drive to secure additional contributions started in December 
by the Carroll County Wabash & Erie Canal, Inc., and to date 
over one fourth of the capital needed has been raised. McCain 
further stated "the Canal group intends to apply for additional 
funding through the state's Wabash Heritage Corridor Fund for 
the completion of this needed funding. This grant opportunity 
comes early this spring and the timing is right for the Interpretive 
Center project. The local money already donated will help make 
the grant match." 

The design development phase is now underway by the 
Commission's architect MSKTD & Associates, Inc. and the 
museum designer LifeSpace Design, Inc. Both finns are located 
in Fort Wayne. If anyone is interested in the process and wants to 
contribute historical background or review emerging plans, 
contact one of the members of the local Commission. They are: 
Dan McCain, Ed Gruber, Bill Draper, representing the Wabash & 
Erie Canal; Shannon Evans, David Hanna, representing the City 
Park Board; and Carolyn Pearson representing the City Council. 

Submitted by Dan McCain 

Downtown Trail Signs Installed 
Beautiful screen-printed white on brown Delphi Historic Trail 

information signs were instal1ed recently on the hiking routes 
utilizing Delphi's sidewalks. Trails volunteers worked alongside 
city employees placing the signs on the existing street posts. This 
culminated the efforts by a committee to plan and design these 
unique signs. 

There are two trails that mostly follow city streets. Starting at 
Dollar General on west Franklin Street and passing beside 
McDonalds and Hardees south along Hamilton Street, the 
"Downtown Loop" tracks beside the beautiful historic homes east 
along Front Street It then turns north on Union Street past City 
Hall to Franklin where it skirts the downtown and back to the 
western edge of town where it crosses the highway to connect 
with the Vanscoy Towpath Trail which is an official Wabash 
Heritage Corridor trail funded through a WRHCC grant. 

The second trail on sidewalks and through parks is called 
"Riley-City Trail". It takes the hiker from Canal Park Annex at 
the north end of Union Street winding through many blocks of 
beautiful homes then crosses the suspension bridge to enter Delphi's 
beautiful Riley Park. The route then follows the park's boardwalk 
along Deer Creek and crosses the highway to pass through Riley 
Annex to connect with Hamilton Street. Finally in Hardees 
parking lot on Main Street it joins the crushed stone Interurban 
Trail going south to Trailhead Park. Funding for the Riley-City 
and Downtown Loop systems came from Build Indiana funds 
through the Department of Commerce. 

City Public Works Director, John Hampton, worked with trails 
volunteers and graphic artist, Terry Lacy, to find a competitive bid 
for production of dozens of these signs. These metal plates have 
been painted brown with silk-screened wording. The lettering 
tells the walker where the trail goes and the distance. A color 
symbol indicates the trail shown on a brochure available at the 
City Clerk's office at the City Building. The familiar canal logo 
with its mule and boat sets off these information signs. 

Terry Lacy has devoted his creative energy for this project. It 
is part of setting Delphi up as the "Wabash & Erie Canal town". 
With scheduled walks appearing every month of the year in and 
near Delphi, these trails are available for your pleasure from 
daylight to dusk everyday. 

Submitted by Dan McCain, 765-564-6297 
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NEW CONSTRUCTED WETLANDS ATTRACT VISITORS TO FRANCE PARK 

Logansport, IN - The need for clean water is an important aspect oflife all along the Wabash River. No where has it been more evident 
than at France Park. 

Four years ago, the Cass County Parks Department was told by the Indiana State Department of Health that several septic systems 
in the park were failing. In addition, one of the campground wells continuously had problems with bad test results. The reason was 
limestone. As wastewater entered the ground from the septic system, it was not receiving the benefit of topsoil's cleaning power. The 
wastewater with all it's impurities and bacteria went straight through the limestone to the aquifer and contaminated the ground water. 
Naturally, the Wabash River would get some of that contaminated ground water as well. 

When faced with several expensive options, CCPD decided that the best management practice (and the most cost effective) was to 
install a central sewer line that fed a constructed wetland. Constructed wetlands have been called "nature's environmental filters." 

Engineers at J.F. New & Associates, explains the process of a constructed wetland: "A typical constructed wetland cell consists of a 
lined rock bed which is planted with a variety of wetland species. Wastewater flowing into the cell is treated through biochemical 
processes facilitated by plants and microorganisms within the wetland. High quality effluent is then discharged into the soil." 
And so, the Cass County Parks Department found funding for the project using County landfill tipping fees, Build Indiana Funds, & 
EPA 319 funds administered through IN Dept. of Environmental Management. Blasting through the France Park limestone began in 
February of '99 and the last bulldozer left the park in August. France Park is now running a fully operational constructed wetland. 

The Cass County Parks Board and Superintendent is very proud of this new system and invites park visitors to take a few moments 
to see nature's environmental filter in action. Those who would like to visit or have questions may contact Superintendent Janet Fawley 
at 219-753-2928 or fpark@francepark.com. 

septic tl:lnk Infiltration field 

Constructed Wetland c:<;i II f I I I ! 
A RIVER TOWN 

I live in a River town! I cross the river at least twice a 
day ... seldom do I see a boat on the river. .. seldorn do I see 
anyone fishing in the river. In the town ... people look at the river 
from their cars ... they may walk along a bridge and stop for a 
closer look ... they may even comment that the river looks a little 
high today ... but the river really has very little impact on my 
everyday life and the same goes for most people who live in this 
River town. It was not always this way! 

In 1834, the town of Lafayette was almost declared a port of 
entry. We tend to think of "ports of entry" as big cities, located 
on oceans, bringing exotic goods from foreign countries. 
However, the definition is a harbor set aside by governments, where 
vessels may unload their goods. Customhouses are built at each 
port of entry and all imported goods, unless exempted, must pass 
through these customhouses and be checked by government 
officials. A request to designate Lafayette as such was passed by 
the State Legislature. Senator Tipton moved it on to the federal 
level where it was again approved ... but when it was presented to 
President Andrew Jackson, he vetoed it! 

However, boats continued to travel upriver on a regular basis. 
, One book mentions that they were frequently loading and 
unloading twenty boats at a time at the city wharf. One citizen 
remembered that when he was a schoolboy, he and his friends 
would go down to the wharf to watch all of the activity. When no 
one was paying much attention to them, they used to insert pieces 
of cane that they had hollowed out into the holes found in New 
Orleans sugar barrels and hogshead and fill their pockets. They 
also used willow springs to draw molasses out through the 
vent,holes and had even been known to take a few oysters from 
the kegs in which they were packed. He goes on to tell that during 
the water-shipping season, people would camp out on the public 
square or south of town while they waited to unload their grains 
and other provisions. Some of these people came from as far 

, -aw_ay as the other side of Indianapolis and it was not uncommon 
to.have to wait two or three days to get your produce loaded on 
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one of the boats' The Canal and the Wabash worked together to 
move the bounty of the Wabash Valley ... then came the railroads' 
A new era began ... and the Wabash River as a transportation 
system began to wane ... 

Article written bv Paula ff'oods, a local historian, and provided by 
the area Tippecanoi County fVabash River Parkway C'ommission as one 
of a series of articles to provide Wabash River information. 

ARCHAEOLOGIST REPORTS CANAL 
FINDINGS 
Wayne Bischoff, a Michigan State University graduate student has 
investigated significant canal era sites in the Delphi area for parts 
of five summers. Mr. Bischoff s month long fieldwork this year 
explored more of the 150-year-old canal's bottom, banks, 
towpaths and nearby structures. 

Bischoff has found many fascinating artifacts and uncovered 
many mysteries to the canal's construction and operation. These 
findings will add to the understanding of this historic man made 
water transportation route when Delphi's new Canal Interpretive 
Center is completed. Early next year construction of this center 
will begin using agrant from the WRHCC and IN DOT "TEA 21" 
funds. 

Major archaeological findings will be included in the new 
interpretive center to "bring to life" the paper mills, the lime kilns, 
the Irish laborers' construction camp, the Wabash and Deer Creek 
dams and the wooden lock. These five major "digs" have 
occurred along Carroll County sections of Indiana's official 
"Wabash Heritage Corridor Trail". Delphi has enjoyed several 
grants from the state that have facilitated archaeological 
investigation and trail construction. In addition, the National Parks 
Service provided services that helped local efforts to mark and 
interpret these historic sites. 

Submitted by Dan McCain 

j 

These events occur in 
the 19 counites that 
make up the Wabash 
River Corridor. 
Events listed here 
were taken from the 
2000 Indiana Festival 
guide. To recieve a 
copy of the Festival 
Guide, which lists the 
events for the entire 
state, call the Indiana 
Division of Tourism at 
1-800-289-6646. 

:r: 

MARCH 2000 

4-5 BRIDGETON, MANSFIELD, & ROCKVILLE - Parke County Maple Syrup Festival 

All festival 
dates are 
subject to 

change. 
Please call 

local contact 
listed/or 

confirmation. 

Arts and crafts, food. 9 am-5 pm. No admission charge. Infortnation; Blanche Case, (765) 548-2136; www.coveredbridge.com 

APRIL 2000 

1-2 PRINCETON -Green Thumb Garden Show Gibson County Fairgrounds. 
Flowers and plants fill the fairgrounds, as well as vendor and speakers. No admission charge. Infortnation; Wanda Whitehead, 
(812)385-3441 

10-14 NEW HARMONY - Heritage Week at Historic New Hartnony AtheneumNisitors Center grounds. 
Thirty costumed demonstrators show 19th century crafts and trade in the tradition of the Hartnonists. Some demonstrations are 
hands-on. Admission charge. lnfortnation; Rebecca Means Harris, (812) 682-4488; www.newhartnony.org 

15 TERRE HAUTE -An Evening of Art & Wine Hulman Civic Center. 
Once a year, IO artists display their art and serve wine and hot and cold hors d'oeuvres. All ticket sales and donations are used to 
purchase shoes and socks for needy children in Vigo County. 8-10:30 pm. Admission charge information; Susan Helman, (812) 
238-2526; www.terrehaute.com 
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April continued ... 

28-30 TERRE HAUTE - Crossroads Artsfest Downtown. 
Art, food and music sponsored by Arts !Iliana, a six-county arts council. Fri 5-J 1 pm; Sat. I 0 am-11 pm; Sun. noon-5 pm. No 
admission charge. (entry fee for artists)lnforination; Sara Laughlin, (812) 235-5007; www.terrehaute.com 

29-30 BRIDGETON - Bridgeton Mountain Men Rendezvous Parke County-Bridgeton National Historic District. 
Experience life in the early 1800s. Tour encampments; see muzzleloader, tomahawk and knife demonstrations. Storytelling, 
music, and food. Canoe race on Big Raccoon Creek. 9 am-5 pm. No admission charge. Information; Blanche Case, (765) 548-
2136; www.coveredbridges.com 

MAY 2000 

1-31 ROCKVILLE - Covered Bridge Art Gallery Spring Show Rockville Square. 
View and purchase works oflqcal artists. Mon-Sat I 0 am-5 pm; Sun. 1-5 pm. No admission charge. Information; Covered Bridge 
Art Association. (765) 569-9422. 

6 ROCKVILLE- Parke County Covered Bridge Bike Tour 
Tour the covered bridges, mills and waterfalls of Parke County on three bike tour routes. Food, live music, demonstrating crafters. 
SAG vehicles, rest stops provided. Registration begins 6:30 am; tours 8 am-4 pm. Admission charge. Information: Doug Weisheit, 
(765) 569-3430. www.billiecreek.org. 

13 GENEY A - Nature Day Limber lost State Historic Site. 
lnfonnation; Indiana State Museum (317) 232-3430 www.ai.org/ism 

13 TERRE HAUTE - Spring Thyme Plant & Herb Fair Fairbanks Park. 
Plants for sale. Herb education information, garden crafts and folk art items for sale, 9 am-4 pm. No admission charge; Informa
tion; JoAnne Seybold, (812) 466-9715; www.terrehaute.com 

20 CUTLER (Carroll County)- Family Fun Festival Adam's Miil. 
Quaint location, old-fashioned games, mill tours, games with paiticipation prizes, vendor' booths and more. 11 am-5 pm. Admis
sion charge for mill tours only. Information; Barbara Cottingham, (765) 463-7893. 

20-21 PRINCETON - Gibson County Antique Machinery Association Show Gibson County Fairgrounds. 
This 10'" annual spring show includes a flea market, crafts, food, tractor games, an antique tractor pull, toy show, sawmill and 
more. Information; Lee Willis, (812) 358-2232 

20-21 TERRE HAUTE- Country Treasures Folk Art & Craft Show Vigo County Fairgrounds. 
More than 100 booths of handcrafted treasures plus exhibits featuring furniture, dolls, wearable art, florals, birdhouses, spring and 
summer decor and more. Saturday I 0 am-5 pm. Sunday I 0 am-4 pm. Admission charge. Information; Jann Severi! Promotions, 
(618) 539-3395; www.terrehaute.com 

26-29 VEEDERSBURG (Fountain County) - Steam Corner Antique Power Show 
Antique engine displays and related items. Antiques, collectibles, aits and crafts show. 
5 pm. No admission charge. Information; Donald & Ruth Staggs, (765) 798-5710 

26-6/4 TERRE HAUTE - Wabash Valley Festival Fairbanks Park. 

Outdoor sites. 
Church service on Sunday morning. 9 am-

Carnival, rides, flea market, wide variety of foods, entertainment nightly. Weekdays 6-10 pm; Weekends 11 am-I I pm. No 
admission charge. Information; Rita Coleman-Alsop, (812) 232-2727; www.terrehaute.com 

27 LAFAYETTE - 'Round the Fountain Art Fair Courthouse Square. 
Outdoor art fair draws talented artists from all over the United States and Canada. 9 am-4 pm. No admission charge. Information; 
Dave Grove. (765) 477-4230; www.lafayette-in.com 

27-28 VINCENNES - Spirit of Vincennes Rendezvous French Commons. 
A 1700-1840 pioneer festival with soldiers reenacting battles and living in period quarters. Merchants, craft demonstrations, food 
children's games and entertainment. Admission charge. Information; Junior & Charlotte Fischer, (812) 882-7079; 
www.accessknoxcounty.com 

JUNE 2000 
2-3 FORT WAYNE - Fort Wayne Chapter, Indiana Black Expo Headwaters Park. 
A celebration of black heritage. Come and enjoy entertainment, crafts, arts, food and much more. Information; Mark Outlaw, 
(219) 422-6486, ext. 23 I 
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June continued ... 

2-4 MEROM - Merom Bluff Chautauqua Merom Bluff Park. 
Fur trader encampment, hot air balloon, demonstrations, horse pull, classic cars, crafts, and barbecue chicken. Friday 6-11 pm; 
Saturday 11 am- I I pm; Sunday 11 am-7 pm. Admission charge. Information; Donna K. Adams, (812) 356-4086 

3 LAFAYETTE - YWCA Strawberry Festival Lafayette YWCA. 
Fresh strawberry shortcake, 5K walk/run, children's area, arts, crafts, bingo, and live entertainment. 9 am-6 pm. No admission 
charge. Information; Cindy Svajgr, (765) 742-0075. 

3-4 MANSFIELD - Mansfield Village Bluegrass Festival and Summer Craft and Flea Market 
Banjo and fiddle contest on Sunday, Antiques, crafts, collectibles, bargains galore, shops open, food, free tours of Mansfield 
Roller Mill, camping available. Festival hours; 9 am-5 pm. Crafts and Flea Market; 6 am-4 pm. No admission charge. Informa
tion; Pat McCarter, (765) 653-4026; www.MANSFIELDVILLAGE.com 

3-4 ROCKVILLE- Spinners and Weavers Spin-in Billie Creek Village. 
Spinning and weaving demonstrations: carding, spinning, weaving, and dyeing. 9 am-4 pm. Admission charge. Information; 
Doug Weisheit, (765) 569-3430. 

3-4 ROSEDALE - Rosedale Strawberry Festival/Bike Tour Billie Creek Village. 
Strawberry shortcake, music, crafts, contests, antique tractors and Parke County bike tour through Billie Creek Village. Informa
tion; Custom Velo. (765) 548-8356; www.coveredbridges.com 

8 TERRE HA UTE - Downtown Terre Haute Strawberry Festival Parking lot at 630 Ohio Street. 
Summer kicks off with strawberries downtown. Sweet variations will make your mouth water. Music, merchants' specials. IO 
am-7 pm. Admission charge. Information; Marlene Lu, (812) 232-8880; www.terrhaute.com 

9-10 DELPHI - Delphi Days Delphi High School Corporation Building. 
Retail, service and civic trade show. Antique car and tractor show, craft and food booths. Friday 4-8 pm; Saturday 9 am-2 pm. 
No admiss10n charge; Information; Scott Ayres, (765) 564-3034 

9-11 PORTLAND - Jayland Bluegrass Festival Jay County Fairgrounds. 
Bluegrass music and contests. Camping available. Admission charge. Information; Audra Demarcus, (765) 674-5117 

10 PERU - Cole Porter Festival Miami County Museum. 
Music throughout the day by local musicians, van tours, dance or concert in the evening. No admission charge. Information; 
www.netusal .neU-mchs. 

10 WABASH - Very Berry Strawberry Fest Downtown. 
Wonderful strawberry food, handmade crafts, antiques, musical entertainment, children's activities, car show, river tales, and 5K 
run. No admission charge. Information; Mary DeLauter, (219) 563-1420 

10-11 ROCKVILLE- Billie Creek Village Civil War Days Billie Creek Village. 
Indiana's largest Civil War reenactment with more than 3,000 participants. Pioneer foods, cannons, bands, crafts, ball, marching 
troops, and hospitals. Tractor shuttle from Rockville. Saturday 9 am-10 pm; Sunday 9 am-7 pm. Admission charge. Information; 
Doug Weisheit, (765) 569-3430; www.billiecreek.org 

11-18 FORT WA YNE-Germanfest Headwaters Park. 
Local and international bands, authentic German food, beer, wine, family fest, children's activities. Information; Jutta (219) 432-
6495 

15-17 LAGRO (Wabash County)- Good Ole Days Festival 
Small historical town festival featuring tour of historical church, antique show, flea market, town-wide tag sales, youth activities, 
parade and local food booths. 

15-18 HUNTlNGTON - Huntington Heritage Days Various locations. 
Action-packed family festival with more than 50 events including powerboat races, children's games, arts, crafts, food and 
dancing. No admission charge to most events. Information; Huntington County ChamberofCommerce, (219) 356-5300 
www.huntington-chamber.com. 

15 CUTLER (Carroll County) - Craft Fair Adam's Mill. 
Booths of all kinds under the trees. Mill tours, music and food. 11 am-5 pm. No admission charge. Information; Barbara 
Cottingham, (765) 463-7893 

17 LAFAYETTE-Taste of Tippecanoe Reihle Plaza. 
Outdoor festival featuring six stages with live entertainment, 30 local restaurant vendors, fireworks and a Kid's Taste area. 4 pm
midnight. Admission charge. Information; Cricket Appel, (765) 423-2787. www.tasteoftippecanoe.org 
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June continued .. 

17 ROCKVILLE - Garden Tour. 
Tour gardens throughout Rockville Historic District and nearby locations. 10 am- 2 pm. Admission charge. Information; Main 
Street Rockville, (765) 569-0142 

17-18 HAUBSTADT (Gibson County)- Haubstadt Sommerfest Downtown. 
SK walk/run, Little Miss contest, parade, beer garden. Information; Kent Scheller, (812) 768-5557 

23-25 BATTLE GROUND - Indiana Fiddlers' Gathering Tippecanoe Battlefield Park. 
Three days of old-time and traditional music, workshops, dance, crafts and food. Admission charge. Information; Kirk Hallman, 
(765) 742-1419; www.dcwi.com/fiddlers 

30-7/2 WARREN (Huntington County)- Salamonie Summer Festival Downtown. 
Art, craft, car and antique tractor show. Entertainment, parade, kids' games, food, line dancing, volleyball, and fireworks. No 
admission charge. Information' Rosemary Zeller, (219) 375-2656 

JULY 2000 

1 HUNTINGTON - Patriotic Pops Concert Main street. 
Outdoor family pops concert featuring the Fort Wayne Philharmonic. Admission charge. Information; Alice Eshelman, (2 l 9) 
672-8800. 

4 HUNTINGTON - Old Fashion 4'' of July Folks of the Wabash Historic Park. 
Celebrate [ndependence Day with historic speeches, music, games an historic house tours. Information; Jeannie Dinius, (219) 
356-1903; www.huntington.in.us/FORKS/forks.html 

4 SULLIVAN - Independence Day Celebration Sullivan County Park, Sullivan Lake. 
Arts, crafts, flea markets, entertainment, lighted boat parade, primitive encampment, and fireworks over Lake Sullivan. 9 am
ciose. Admission charges. Information; Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce, (812) 268-4836. 

4 TERRE HAUTE - Celebrate America Fireworks Fairbanks Park. 
Evening activities begin with music and end with fireworks. Lots of good things to eat. 6:30 pm-dark. No admission charge. 
Information; Rita Coleman Alsop, (812) 232-2727; www.terrehaute.com 

4 VEEDERSBURG (Fountain County)- Steam corner July 4th Celebration U.S. 41 and State Road 32 
Antiques and collectibles sale, arts, crafts, and entertainment. Church service Sunday morning. 9 am-5 pm. No admission 
charge. Information; Don & Ruth Staggs, (765) 798-5710 

7-16 FORT WAYNE-Three Rivers Festival Headwaters Park. 
A civic celebration showcasing arts and history. Children's activities, national concert acts, and food. Information; (219) 426-
5556 

8-9 BATTLE GROUND - Waahpaahshiki Peoples Pow Wow Tippecanoe Amphitheater Park. 
A traditional homecoming pow wow sponsored by the 23 tribes with historic connections to Indiana. Native American artists, and 
food. Saturday l 0 am-9 pm. Sunday 10 am-5 pm. Admission charge. Information; Nick Clark, (765) 423-46 I 7; 
www .prophetstown.org 

15 CUTLER (Carroll County)- Midsummer Festival & Great Mill Race Adam's Mill. 
Boat races every half hour, food, crafts, displays, mill tours and demonstrations. I 1 am-5 pm. No admission charge. Information; 
Barbara Cottingham (765) 463-7893. 

15 DECATUR- Remember When Celebration 125 E. Monroe St. 
Fine arts fair, benefit auction, food booths, kids' carnival, and sidewalk sales. 8 am-8 pm. No admission charge. Information; 
Linda Morris, (219) 724-2604; www.decatur-in.com 

15-16 LOGANSPORT- Iron Horse Festival Downtown. 
Train excursion, auto show, parade, model railroad exhibit, 4-mile run, arts, crafts, and food fest. Information; (219) 722-IRON 

15-22 PERU - Circus City Festival Circus Arena, Downtown. 
Three-ring amateur youth circus. Midway, food, craft booths. Circus parade at 10 am on 7 /22. Admission charge to shows. 
Information; Linda Cawood, (765) 472-3918; www.perucircus.com 

22 FORT WAYNE - Indiana Highland Garnes Downtown. 
A Scottish fair with dancing, athletics, pipe bands, clan tents, sheepherding, merchandise and food. Information; (219) 486-1249 
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July continued ... 

28-29 BERNE (Adams County) - Berne Swiss Da s Do · .. · · · · 
Discover Switzerland in Indiana! Polka dancin fur~tur f: wntown Berne. . . 
contest, crafts, sidewalk sales and Swiss foods gN d _e _actorhy tours, quilt and art show, horse-pullmg contest, stein toss 

· o a m1ss10n c arge. Information; (219) 589-8080 

28-29 WABASH - Electric Light City Fest Downtown 
Arts, crafts, tractor show, children's games classic car sh · d D 
Mark Sapusek, (219) 569-0260 ' ow, para e, ood. 9 arn- l 1 pm. No admission charge. Information; 

~;t30 FORT WAYNE - Gathering of the People Camp McMillen 
ive Amencan crafts, food and dances from all over the United Stat~s. Information; Pat Smith, (2 l 9) 244_ 7702 

AUGUST 2000 
5-6 VINCENNES - Knox county Watermelon Festival Downtown 
A homegrown trad1t10n. Free watermelon. 3-on-3 basketball, SK run arts. · 
musical entertamment. Information; Dave Kiefer, (812) 882-8440 , and crafts, games, pageants, food, nat10nally known 

10-12 FORT WAYNE - Irish Fest Headwaters Park. 
Three days oflnsh hospitality including food music h'Jd ' · 
Robert Connolly, (2 l 9) 422-3900; www.fort-~aynei~i~hfe:ie~o~events, dancers and bagpipes. Admission charge. Information; 

10-13 NORTH MANCHESTER (Wabash Count )- North M h · 
Demonstrations, sports tournaments, entertainment ~d food C anc ester FunFest Mam&_ Market streets. 
adm1ssron charge. Information; Brian Wagner (219) 982-49 i 9·ar show and stre_et dance on Fnday. Parade on Saturday. No 

, . , www.commun1net.org/NewsJoumal 

C
ll-13 ANDREWS (Huntington County)-Andrews Western Days Main Street 

anoe race, western team games chuckw n d d r · · 3848 , agon oo , para e, rve music and tractor pull. Information; Van Juillerat, (219) 786-

1s-t19 C~~DEN (Carroll County) - Camden Lions Tractor Pull & Fun Fest Town Park 
n rque an 1arm stock tractor pull, softball tournament bingo and Ji d c h · · 

am-close. No admission charge. Information; Tom Gray, (219) 686-~Z34 ev'::'n~n~: on Saturday. Fnday 5 pm-close; Saturday 9 

~ d CUTLER (Carroll County) - Wildcat Creek Hollow Trades-Adam's Mill Adam' M'll 
oom emonstrat10n, spmners, broommaking and other crafts· d' l f Ad , M' , s. 1 · 

No admission charge. Information; Barbara Cottingham, (765) dJt;~~~ am s Ill s hentage. Mill tours, food. 1 I am-5 pm. 

D
19. d WABASH - Wabash Herb Festival Paradise Spring Historical Park 

ne and fresh herbs herb-related garden supplies l t ft d i; · 563-5153 ' 'P an s, era s an ood. No admission charge. Information; Pat Lynn, (219) 

19-20_ PERRYSVILLE (Vermillion Co.)- Skinner Farm Museum Steam & G · 
See history in action and learn about our rural heritage Gas ste , d h as Show_ Skmner Farm.Museum & Village. 
and food. 8 am-6 pm. Admission charge. Information.; No~i'Iiana~i~nner,C~~5~a;~3':'4a~;~nery and tools, historic buildings, crafts 

23-27 P?R TLAND - Antique Engine & Tractor Show Jay County Fair rounds 
The world s largest gas engme and tractor show. Information; Alvin Confe~ (765) J69-265 

25-26 BIPPUS (Huntington County) - Bippus Days Downtown 
Fish fry and car show on Friday. Saturday parade pa k b kf: ft b · 
Williams, (219) 627-9569 , nca e rea ast, era ooths and children's activities. Information; Laura 

26 HUNTINGTON - Taste of Roanoke Main Street. 
Restaurants and local vendors sell tastes of their best cuisine for 50 cents 
charge. Jnfon11at10n; Steve Cadwallader, (2 l 9) 672-3700 · Live music and street dance. 4-10 pm. No admission 

26 LAFAYETTE - River Jazz & Blues Festival Downtown Riehle Plaz 
N1ghtofhveJazzand blues music. Also food beer and wine 4 ' ·d · h a. · · 
BusinessCenter,(765)742-2313;www.lafayette-in.com . pm-m1 nrg t. Adm1ss1oncharge. Information; Downtown 

26 ROSSVILLE (Carroll County)- Rossville Summer's End Festival D t . 
Parade, crafts, raffles, food, flea market live entertainment car sho fi k own own. . .· 
Information; Dee Kelley, (765) 379-288,7 ' w, Irewor sat dusk. 9 arn-l 0 pm. No admission charge. 
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SEPTEMBER 2000 

-4 CLINTON - Little Italy Festival Water Street, Italian market. 
Music, dancing, grape stomping and food. Arts and crafts, entertainment stage, drawing for Italy trip. Fireworks on Monday· 
evening. Friday 5-11 pm; Saturday-Monday 11 am-11 pm. No admission charge. Information; Jim Muciarelli, (765) 832-6606 

2 PRINCETON - Lyles Station New Beginning Celebration Lyles Station. 
Last remaining African-American settlement in Indiana celebrates its heritage with mini-tours, hayrides, musical entertainment, 
games and barbecue. No admission charge. Information; Denise Jamerson, (8I2) 385-0999 or Gibson County Visitor & Tourism 

Bureau, (888) 390-5825; www.gibsoncountyin.org 

2-3 VINCENNES - Council Ground Gathering VI Vincennes State Historic Sites. 
Traditional artisans, story tellers, period music and food recall the 1811 meeting between William Henry Harrison and Tecumseh. 
Sat IO am-5 pm, Sun. I l am-4 pm. No admission charge. Information; William Menke, (8 I 2)882-7 4 72; www .state.in. us/ism 

2-4 ROCKVILLE - Billie Creek Village Steam Harvest Days/Tractor Show 
Billie Creek Village Tractor parade, threshing, live music, wagon rides, tractor races, pioneer foods, pottery, quilts, crafts, covered 
bridges. 10 am-4 pm. Admission charge. Information; Doug Weisheit, (765) 569-3430, www.billiecreek.org 

4 TERRE HAUTE - Labor Day Parade Downtown, Fairbanks Park. 
Parade starts at 11 ''and Wabash, ends at Fairbanks Park. Free ham and beans at the park after the parade, guest speakers. Parade 
begins I 1 am. No admission charge. Information; Joseph E Melin, (812) 877-I 531. www.terrehaute.com 

7-Hl ROANN (Wabash County)- Roann Covered Bridge Festival Downtown. 
Family-oriented events. Three stages oflive entertainment, parade, food and fun. No admission charge. Information; Ann 

Haupert, (765) 833-487I 

8-9 BERNE (Adams County) - Berne Heritage Festival Swiss Heritage Village. 
Enjoy good food, musk and activities such as Native American dancing, arts and crafts, blacksmithing, apple press, village tours, 
pioneer games and old-fashioned cider. No admission charge. Information; (219) 589-8007 

8-9 ROANOKE (Huntington County)- 47ili Annual Roanoke Fall Festival Community Park. 
Entertainment, crafts, antique tractors, games, parades, cake auction, horseshoes, basketball, softball, I and 5-mile runs, demoli
tion derby, and food. Kids' games Saturday morning. Friday 5- l 0:30 pm; Saturday 7 am-I 0:30 pm. No admission charge. 

Information; Brian Rethlake, (219) 672-8457 

9-10 PERU - Heritage Days River Walk. 
Pioneer crafts, farmers' market, black kettle cooking, music, art show, car show and other activities. No admission charge. 

information;www.netusaI.net/-mchs 

15-17 ATTICA - Potawatomi Festival Riverfront Park. 
This festival's 29'' year. Lots of entertainment, farmers' market, arts and crafts and flea market, all along the Wabash River. 8 am-

ciose. Admission charge. Information; Harold Long, (765) 767-3340 

15-17 PRINCETON - Golden Heritage Folk Festival Princeton Square. 
More than 200 booths, children's games, Little Miss pageant, races, displays, tours. No admission charge. Information; Peggy 

Michas, (812) 385-5336; www.gibsoncountyin.org 

16-17 FORT WAYNE-Johnny Appleseed Festival Johnny Appleseed Park. 
Celebrate the life and times of John Chapman. Reenactments of pioneer life, period entertainers, demonstrations, crafts, food. No 

admission charge. Information; Judy Zehner, (219) 497-0417 

Hi-17 NEW HARMONY - German Kunstfest Various locations. 
Traditional German crafts, music, food, pioneer craft demonstration, horse-drawn wagon rides. No admission charge. Informa-

tion; Laurie Wright, (812) 682-3453 or (800) 682-4400 

16-17 TERRE HAUTE- Country Treasures Folk Art & craft Show Vigo County Fairgrounds. 
More than 100 booths of hand crafted treasures plus exhibits featuring furniture, dolls, wearable art, florals, birdhouses, spring 
and summer decor and more, Saturday I 0 am-4 pm. Admission charge. Information; Jan Severi! Promotions, (618) 539-3395; 

www.terrehaute.com 

19-23 BLUFFTON - Bluffton Free Fair Downtown. 
Midway, arts and crafts, food booths, high school band, swing contest, and horse-pulling contest. No admission charge. Informa-

tion; (219) 824-4351 · 
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September continued. 

23-24 HUNTINGTON - Forks of the Wab hp· · . , 
A celebration of Hoosier life in the mid-1800 "}. t wnee~Fest1val Hier s Park. 
ment and crafts. Admission charge. Informa:io~~ ~l~Jy k~~;~~~I (~~~l~t~~~~J ~emonstrati.ons, encampments, games entertain-

, , www.v1s1thuntmgton.org 

23-24 PORTLAND (Jay County)- Balbec Days Various loca. 
Demonstrations ofBalbec heritage; national Historic Site f t1ons . 
lnformat10n; Bill Hurst, 9219) 731-3951 ° the Underground Railroad. Community activities and family fun. 

23-24 TERRE HAUTE - Ethnic Festival Fairbanks Park. 
Sample the world and enjoy a wide variety of etlmic foods and en . . . 
adm1ss1on charge. Information; Rita Coleman-Alsop (812) 232-2t7e2rt7ainment. Umque items for purchase. Noon-6 pm. No ' , www.terrehaute.co1n 

OCTOBER 2000 

~ displa:~~;t~~; ~~~~u~n~~f:i~;h~w. Lim_berlost State Historic Site. 
www.state.in.us/ism g p kmg lot, also tours and refreshments. I 0 am-5 pm. No admission charge. Information; 

6-7 MARKLE (Huntington/Wells County) M kl p . . 
Entertainment, crafts food classic car and ant· - t ar e humpkm Festival Markle Park. 

SI
. h I f '. ique ractor s ow Parade on S tu d F . . on c arge. n ormat10n; (219) 758-2564 . a r ay. n evenmg, Sat. I 0 am-4 pm. No admis-

6-8 ROCKVILLE - Billie Creek Village Sor h M I . . . . . 
Horse-powered sorghum press demonstrations p~reu:' l o aJses Cider makmg Fair Billie Creek Village. 
am-2 pm; Saturday-Sunday 11 am-4 pm. Admission d'ta:g~' 1erfmaki?, w~gon ndes, pottery, crafts and quilt making. Friday 9 

7 

· n orma wn, oug We1she1t, (765) 569-3430; www.billiecreek.org 

ROCKVILLE - Covington Apple Fest Courthouse S uare 
Apple products; car, truck and motorcycle show Arts and f q .. 
Information; Helen Shelby, (765) 793-4122 . era ts, entertamment and contests. 9 am-4 pm. No admission charge. 

?-S TERRE HAUTE - Pioneer Days Fowler Park Pio v· 
Old fash10ned crafters, local artists and village folk ste backneer illage. . . 
No adm1ss10n charge. Information; Darlene Norman (~ 12) 46m2t31m39e2to recreate pioneer activities, crafts and lifestyles. 9 am-5 pm 

' - , www.terrehaute.com · 

13-22 ROCKVILLE- Parke County Covered Bridge Festival 
Tents filled with handmade crafts encircle an 1879 courthouse Sam . . . 
covered bndges. Information; Anne Lynk (765) 

596
_
5226 

( 
11

· pdle cookmg and take grnded bus tours of Parke County's 
' a covere bndge routes be gm here) 

l4-l5 LAFAYETTE-FeastoftheHunters' Moon FortOuiat 
A re-creat10n of an 18" century gathering of French and Native A~~on. . . . 
Adm1ss1on charge. Information· Leslie Dotson (765) 872-6648· ncahns with penod music, food and crafts. 9 am-5 pm. ' ' , www.tc a.mus.in.us 

15 TERRE HAUTE - Old Fashion Day Collett Park. 
An old-fash10ned day m the park with carriage rides ha rides a d · · 
No admission charge. Information; Rita Coleman-Alsopy (8 I 2)n232e~2te7rt2a7mment. Displays of quilts, herbs, pottery. Noon-5 pm. 

' , www.terrehaute.com 

19-21, 26-28 _TERRE HAUTE - Haunted Halloween Ha enin s De · 
Ha_unt_ed haynde, storytelling by Vigo County Public Libia_~ s•ar mrn_g Park .. 
tram nde. Informat10n: William Behnke Jr (81

2
) 

232
_
0147

Y " f. Concesswns available. 7-9 pm. No admission charge· fee for 
, ' · , www.terrehaute,com ' 

26-28 HUNTINGTON - Halloween at the Forks F k f h · · 
Safe, non-scary fun for the family Crafts am t . k or so t e Wabash Hlstonc Park. 
tion; Jeannie Regan, (219) 356-I 903; ww~ghun~~~;~n.r:.~s~~fr~%~~~:.~~~i'emi-haunted trail. Admission charge. Informa-

26~30 DECATUR - Callthumpian Festival Downtown Decatur 
This festival hves up to its name which means "a Jouct boisterous affa· " · 
Hours vary. No admission charge, Information; Lin., da Morris (219) 

7
•
2
r.

4
_
2
C
6
a
0
rn
4

iva), parade, fireworks, contests, food and fun. 
;. : . __ -- _ ' , , , W'iA;'W.-decatur-1n.com 

28 VINCENNES - Harvest Moon Homecomin •'~v· · ·. · · · ,, ; , ·' 
Celebrate the harvest with fall produce and crafts fl g ~nce~pes _State H1stotic Sites. . . · . , 
the campfire. 10 am-8 pm. No admission charge'. I~:o~t:Z~- ~-~:;ig oMf thekpets,;ack-o-lantern display and ghost stories around 

, I 1am en e, (812)882-7472; www.state.in.us/ism 
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October continued ... 

28-29 ROCKVILLE - Halloween Fright Nights Billie Creek Village. 
Tractor-pulled wagon rides past eight scary stops and through the haunted 1899 Leatherwood Station Covered Bridge. Hundreds 
of carved pumpkins. 6:30-8 pm. Admission charge. Information; Doug Weisheit, (765) 569-3430;www.billiecreek.org 

NOVEMBER 2000 

18 PORTLAND-Parade of Lights Downtown. 
All parade entries lighted; cash prizes for winners. Santa's official arrival. Open houses at downtown stores. No admission 
charge. Information; Pat Jellison, (219) 726-4481 

22-12/3 FORT WAYNE- Festival of Trees Embassy Center. 
An annual event, which showcases 60 professionally, decorated Christmas trees along with a gift shop, raffles, breakfasts with 
Santa and daily entertainment. Noon-8 pm. Admission charge. Information; Pamela Beckford, (219) 424-4071 

24-12/9 FORT WAYNE- Festival of Gingerbread Old City Hall Museum. 
Marvel at l 00 gingerbread houses. Enjoy gingerbread cookies, old toys at Handsel and Gretel's House and a coloring contest. 
Admission charge. Information; Joy Poole, (219) 426-2882 

DECEMBER 2000 
l TERRE HAUTE - Downtown Christmas Walk & Scavenger Hunt Downtown. 
Carolers, carriage rides and community Christmas tree all help set the mood for shopping and holiday events held downtown. 5-9 
pm. No admission charge. Information; Marlene Lu, (812) 533-1596; www.terrehaute.com 

1-2 HUNTINGTON - Christmas at the Forks Forks of the Wabash Historic Park. 
Handcrafted arts and crafts for sale, bake goods in the chiefs house, artwork by local painters. Information; Jeannie Dinius, (219) 
356-1903; www.huntington.in.us/FORKS/forks.html 

1-2 TERRE HAUTE - Christmas Walk Fowler Park Pioneer Village. 
Pioneer Christmas recreated with candlelit village. Christmas story reading, dulcimer music and caroling. Handmade items and 
refreshments for sale. 6-9 pm. No admission charge. Information; Darlene Norman, (812) 462-3392; www.terrehaute.com 

1-3 BRIDGETON - Bridgeton Covered Bridge Christmas Days Main Street. 
Deck the halls, shops and covered bridge. Unusual decorations, holiday music, Santa visit and Christmas dinner. Fri.- Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. No admission charge. Information; Blanche Case, (765) 548-2136; www.coveredbridges.com 

1-3 FORT WAYNE- Festival of Trees Embassy Center. 
An annual event, which showcases 60 professionally, decorated Christmas trees along with a gift shop, raffles, breakfasts with 
Santa and daily entertainment. Noon-8 pm daily; open Thanksgiving Day 4-8 pm. Admission charge. Information; Pamela 
Beckford, (219) 424-4071 

1-3 ROCKVILLE - Parke County Covered Bridge Christmas 
Follow the map through world famous covered bridges to decorated villages. Shop for arts and crafts and enjoy country foods. 
Call for hours. No admission charge. Information. Anne Lynk, (765) 569-5226; www.coveredbridges.com 

2 LAFAYETTE - Dickens of a Christmas Downtown. 
Dickens Village, carriage rides, tree lighting, live entertainment, crafters and artisans. JO am-6 pm. No admission charge. Infor
mation; Downtown Business Center (765) 742-2313 

2-3 NEW HARMONY - Candlelight Tours a Historic New Harmony Atheneum/Visitors Center. 
A candlelit tour of four historic sites; a different theme each year. Tour ends with Christmas music, hot cider and Christmas sweet. 
Admission charge. Information; Rebecca Means Harris, (812) 682-4488; www.newharmony.org 

9 GENEVA - Christmas at the Cabin Limberlost State Historic Site. 
The cabin is decorated for the holidays. Children can visit with Santa; bring your camera. Refreshments served. No admission 
charge. Information; www.state.in.us/ism 
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If your county is one of the 19 in the Wabash River Corridor, and you have an event you 
would like listed in the 2001 newsletter, contact the DNR Division of Outdoor Recreation 
at: 402 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis IN, 46204 (317) 232-4070. 

Wabash Heritage Corridor Commission Members 
Adams County 
Steve Krull 
Riverside Center, 
231 E. Monroe 
Decatur, IN 46733 
219-724-2520 
fax 219-724-7213 
parks@decaturnet.com 

Allen County 
Ron James 
l 7525 Griffm Road 
Huntertown, IN 46748-9730 
219-424-7077 
or 219-637-5633 
fax 219-422-4855 
rjames@bpmjl.com 

Paul McAfee (alternate) 
6530 W. Wallen Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
219-489-5032 
pmcaffee@ctlnet.com 

Carroll County 
Teresa Maxwell 
10357 W. U.S. Hwy. 421 
Delphi, IN 46923 
765-564-3852 
maxwell_ta@hotmail.com 

Kevin Kremer (alternate) 
5368 N. 700 W. 
Delphi, IN 46923 
765-564-6540 

Donna Rome in (alternate) 
12830 W. 250 N. 
Delphi, IN 46923 
765-564-3403 

Cass County 
Janet Fawley 
Cass County Parks Department 
4505 W. US 24 W. 
Logansport, IN 46947-9083 
219-753-2928 
or 219-753-5485 
fax 219-753-3512 
fpark@francepark.com 

Richard Martin (alternate) 
8536 S. C.R. 200 E. 
Walton, IN 46994 

Fountain County 
Jim Starling 
1636 W. Coopers Chapel Road 
Veedersburg, IN 47987 
765-294-4392 

Stan Kenny (alternate) 
1591 East U.S. Highway 136 
Hillsboro, IN 47949 
765-798-2625 

Gibson County 
Allen Perkins 
101 N. Main 
Princeton, IN 47670 
812-753-4250 

Huntington County 
Dwight Ericsson 
4963 W. 539 N. 
Huntington, IN 46750 
219-356-5301 
dericsson@huntington.edu 

Jay County 
Milo M. Miller 
109 Bittersweet Lane 
Portland, IN 47371 
219-726-4853 

Mike Leonhard (alternate) 
Jay County Courthouse 
Portland, IN 47371 
219-726-7595 

Knox County 
Tracy Newberry 
Knox County Parks 
& Recreation 
P.O. Box 1316 
Vincennes, IN 47591-7316 
812-882-4316 

Janis McKinley (alternate) 
3059 N. Old Fort Knox Road 
Vincennes, IN 47591 
812-882-4316 

Miami County 
Ken Einselen 
Room. 103, Courthouse 
I North Broadway 
Peru, IN 46970-2245 
765-395-7107 

Dept. of Natural Resources or 765-472-3901 
Larry D. Maclin, Director fa~ 765-472-1412 
402 W. Washingon Street W256 kemselen@pemkl2.in.us 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 ' Chase Huber (alternate) 
317-232-4020 2 Parkway Terrace 

Steve Morris (alternate) Peru, IN 46970 
765-473-4314 Division of Outdoor Recreation 

402 W. Washington Street, W27l 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Parke County 
317-232-4070 John H. Isaacs 
fax 317-233-4648 RR 2 Box l 07 
smorris@dnr.state.in.us Rockville, lN 47872-9509 

765-569-5991 

Parke County (continued) 

Anne Lynk(altemate) 
RR3, Box 151 
Rockville, IN 47872 
765-569-0027 
alynk@ticz.com 

Posey County 
Jack Harmon 
525 Western Hill Drive 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 
812-838-9721 
or 812-838-4321 
fax 812-838-4732 

Sullivan County 
John J. Gettinger 
P.O. Box 142 
Merom, IN 4786! 
812-356-4433 

Jeff Retseck (alternate) 
P.O. Box 166 
Merom, IN 47861 
812-356-4639 

Tippecanoe County 
Norman A. (Lucky) Neiburger 
Debt Doctors Inc. 
24 72 State Street 
Lafayette, IN 4 7905 
765-474-9887 
fax 765-477-7377 
debtdoctorl@msn.com 

Carl L. Treece (alternate) 
1721 E. 725 N. 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 
765-463-7473 

Vermillion County 
Larry Hicks 
934 E. 1000 N. 
Perrysville, IN 47974 
765-793-4931 

Mary Clingan (alternate) 
2431W.1350N. 
Perrysville, IN 47974 
765-793-4078 

Vigo County 
Paul Mason 
201 Cherry Street 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 
812-462-3367 

Wabash County 
C. Robert Elrod 
3874 E. 250 S. 
Wabash, IN 46992 
219-563-3723 

Warren County 
Nancy C. Grenard 
1800 PMU, B50 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-
765-494-7626 
fax 765-496-1154 
ngrenard@purdue.edu 

Wells County 
KeithHuffinan 
P.O. Box277 
Bluffton, IN 46714 

Barbara Elliott (alternate) 
6831 S.E. S.R. 116 
Bluffton, IN 46714 

NON-VOTING MEM 

Dept. of Commerce-Tau 
Marianna Weinzapfel 
One North Capitol, Suite 7 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 232-8897 
fax (317) 233-6887 
mweinzapfel@commerce.sra 

Department of Transport 
Barney Drerup 
5333 Hatfield Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
(219) 484-9541 

Dept. of Natural Resourct 
Div. of Historic Preservat 
and Archeology 
Jon C. Smith 
402 West Washington Stree~ 
Indianapolis, IN 46042 
(317)232-1646 
jsmith@dnr.state.in.us 

Wm. Bill Bryan (alternate) Dept. of Environmental 
20 l Cherry Street Management 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 Mary Ellen Grey 
812-462-3367 P.O. Box 6015 
Keith Ruble (alternate) Indianapolis, IN 46206-601 

County Parks Executive Director ~317(§ i~)3;;~58°406 20 I Cherry Street ax -
Terre Haute, IN 47807 mgrey@dem.state.in.us 
812-462-3392 

Neal Schroeder (alternate) 

p< 


