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I t has been said that the true measure of the 

greatness of any state or nation is found in the 
sons and daughters it produces. If this be so, Indiana 
has achieved much in its first 150 years of statehood. 

For Hoosiers take a back seat to no one in the 
number and variety and greatness ot the leaders 
who have §J?T'Ung from their native soil. T/:ti} was true 
from the "{jrst-when our 'State capitol ufas located 
in the tifi,Y, Corydon struct1.1-re depicle.d in ty official 
Sesquicentennial Seal on he cover Of this booklet. 
It is equally true today. 

The men and women of l diana Bell Telephone 
Company are proW of this fact. A-nd our pride has 
been nurtured by our own series of newspaper 
messages entitled: "Sons of Indiana." 

That's why we have prepared this booklet and 
have made it available to organizations throughout 
the state. We want all Hoosiers to know the great 
Sons of Indiana. We want them to experience the 
surge of state pride that's almost unavoidable with 
learning more about these standout Americans! 

Indiana Bell 
WABASH VALLEY EDUCA1\0N CENTER 

WEST LAFAYETTE. INDIANA 47906 



The day "Tark" talked back to 
Teddy Roosevelt! 

Luncheon with the President! Quite an honor for 
the lanky young author from Indianapolis. But, 
Newton Booth Tarkington took it in stride, as 
usual. Even when the President got mad. 

During lunch Roosevelt strongly criticized some 
of Tarkington's stories which exposed political 
skullduggery. He thought they would discourage 
young men from entering politics. 

But "Tark" stood his ground and defended the 
stories so well that he won the President over. 
Roosevelt even wrote a public recommendation for 
them when they appeared later in book form (In 
The Arena). 

At this time Tarkington was already famous as 
the author of The Gentleman from Indiana, his 
first novel, which had been an immediate best 
seller and had received national acclaim. This was 
followed by Alice Adams and The Magnificent 
Ambersons (both Pulitzer Prize winners), the de
lightful and highly popular Penrod books, plus 
many other novels, plays and short stories. 

Tarkington became a distinguished figure in 
American literature, a great interpreter of Hoosier 
life and, with it all, a wonderfully warm, sympa
thetic human being. 

NEWTON BOOTH TARK INGTON, BORN 1869 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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"Man won't be flying 
for a thousand years!" 

Wilbur Wright's pessimistic prediction, back in 
1901, was 998 years off the mark! 

Less than two years after frequent failures had 
prompted that statement of exasperation, Wilbur, 
and his younger brother Orville, turned man
kind's centuries-old dream into a reality-they 
proved that man could fly! 

December 17, 1903, was the day of triumph. 
Their mechanical bird flung itself into the air and 
fought through the wind over Kill Devil Hill near 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 12 seconds later, 
and 120 feet further, the flight was over. It was 
the first time in history that a motor-driven, man
carrying machine had lifted itself from the ground 
in free flight. The Wright brothers had conquered 
the air! 

But there were others who would steal the tri
umph from these shy pioneers. Controversy raged 
for years with claim and counter claim, both in this 
country and abroad. But now credit has been given 
where credit is due. All the world lauds these gen
iuses, not only for the first successful flight, but for 
the creation of the t rue science of aerodynamics 
and even the invention of the wind tunnel. 

WILBUR WRIGHT, BORN, 1867, N EAR M ILLVILLE, INDIANA 



They won the battle 
that couldn't be won! 

"It would take a million men a thousand years to 
defeat us on Tarawa," boasted Admiral Shibusaki 
of the Japanese Navy during World War II. 

Actually, it took the U.S. Marines only seventy
six hours! 

The man who planned this Tarawa victory 
was a native Hoosier-Marine Colonel David M. 
Shoup. And it was Shoup, standing on a wounded 
and infected leg, who personally directed the 
battle under heavy enemy fire. It was 76 of the 
roughest hours in Marine Corps history. 

For his fearlessness and "brilliant leadership" 
at Tarawa, Shoup was awarded America's highest 
decoration- the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

After Tarawa, Shoup moved up through almost 
every important position in the Marine Corps and, 
in 1960, he was appointed Commandant by Presi
dent Eisenhower, with the rank of full General. 
Shoup retired from active duty in 1963, but not 
before his example of a tough, intelligent "marine's 
marine" had earned the respect and admiration 
of the President, the Joint Chiefs of Staff- and 
the thousands of Marines who served under him! 

DAVID M. SHOUP, BORN 1904, BATTLE GROUND, INDIANA 



Meet the 
Daredevil of Pumpkinvine Pike! 

Skirt ruffles rustled and derby hats bobbed. The 
folks were crowding in for a closer look at Pump
kinvine Pike. For the crowd was curious in Ko
komo that sunny Fourth of July, in 1894. They 
had been promised a look at a "horseless carriage." 
And they were ready for ·a hearty laugh. 

But suddenly all eyes turned up the Pike. And a 
strange-looking contraption came sputtering and 
sparking along in the ruts-with Elwood Haynes 
at the tiller. He flashed by in a blur of speed (they 
say he hit six miles an hour that day!). The thrill
ing trial run of America's first clutch-driven auto
mobile with electrical ignition was a rousing 
success. 

Haynes was talented in other fields, too. He was 
a gifted metallurgist whose accomplishments in
clude the development of many important alloys 
and the creation of "stainless steel." But he'll al
ways be remembered by the world for his wonder
ful "horseless carriage." 

ELWOOD G. HAYNES, BORN 1857, PORTLAND, INDIANA 



Was ci~ y{c±::ttr:V6=1\~ a 
ghost writer for Edgar Allen Poe? 

He rose to become poet laureate of Indiana. He is 
one of the most famous literary figures in the 
world. But, to his friends, James Whitcomb Riley 
was just "Jim" . . . a Hoosier who loved a good joke 
as well as the next man. But once his sense of 
humor got a little out of hand. 

As a newspaperman in Anderson, Jim argued 
that any sort of poem would be published and ac
claimed if it were written by a well-known poet. 
To prove his point, he gave a poem he had just 
written ... entitled "Leonainie" . .. to an editor 
friend in Kokomo who agreed to print it as "An 
hitherto unpublished poem of the lamented Edgar 
Allen Poe." 

The poem became a national sensation ... in 
New York and other large cities. But the hoax was 
finally exposed, and Jim's little joke landed him in 
hot water. He proved his point but he got fired for 
his efforts! 

T hus began the career of J aines Whitcomb Riley 
- one of the most widely read, and most beloved, 
of America's poets! E.R 

WABASH VALLEY EDUC/\TlON CENT 
WEST LAFAYE.lTE., \NDl/\NA 47906 

JAM ES WHITCOMB RILEY, BORN 1849, GREENFIELD, INDIANA 
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The Hoosier 
who refused to be President! 

It was October in 1919. Woodrow Wilson lay 
stricken. The President's condition was kept se
cret. Even Vice President Thomas Marshall was 
not permitted to see or talk to him. 

Amidst the whisperings in high places emerged 
a project to declare the President incapable of 
carrying on his official duties. And to elevate Mar
shall to the Presidency. 

But Marshall refused. He remained loyal and 
devoted to Wilson. At a time when Marshall might 
have gained a lasting place among the nation's 
Presidents-by a simple nod of his head. 

They should have expected this of Thomas Riley 
Marshall. For he was a Hoosier who never outgrew 
the faith in God and man to which he was born. A 
man who would never put ambition ahead of fair 
play. 

But, for all his idealism, he was never stuffy. He 
kept his delightful wit ("What this country needs 
is a good 5¢ cigar!"), throughout a career as law
yer, Governor of Indiana and 2 terms as Vice 
President of the United States. 

THOMAS RILEY MARSHALL, BORN 1854, 
NORTH MANCH ESTER, INDIANA 



The "bird woman" who made an 
Indiana swamp famous 

Rattlesnakes silently slithered aside. Clouds of 
gnats and hungry mosquitos swarmed about her 
head. The woman seemed oblivious to them all. On 
and on, she slipped and slogged through steaming, 
murky pools and quagmires. 

It was Gene Stratton-Porter. Lost in the im
penetrable jungles of South America? No. On a 
nature hike through a giant swamp in northeast 
Indiana! 

There was much more than discomfort and dan
ger in her beloved Limberlost Swamp. There were 
birds and animals and flowers-so many of the 
wild things of nature-untouched, unharmed by 
man. And it was these things that this gentle Hoos
ier housewife put in her books. Books that brought 
enduring fame to herself and to the Limberlost. 

For, in her day, Mrs. Porter was one of the most 
popular and widely-read authors in America. Her 
books, A Girl of the Limberlost, Freckles, The 
Harvester, The Keeper of the Bees, among many 
others, brought a new appreciation of nature to 
millions of readers and forever established the 
Limberlost and its people as a part of American 
literature. 

GENE STRATTON-PORTER, BORN 1863, HOPEWELL, INDIANA 
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He made Ua~I Jamafo~ ki-Ram 
a household word! 

Hadji Jamalol Ki-Ram was the Sultan's name. He 
had ten wives and a very unusual problem. And 
George Ade, The Hoosier Satirist, made him 
famous. 

Around the turn of the century George was na
tionally known as a top newspaper reporter and 
author of the amazingly popular Fables in Slang. 
But he longed to try his hand at musical comedy. 
The inspiration came to him in, of all places, the 
Philippines. 

While traveling there he learned of a certain 
native chieftain (Hadji Jamalol Ki-Ram) who 
was having quite a time becoming "American
ized." Polygamy was still in great favor and Hadji 
"was holding out for two small wives instead of 
one big one." 

George built his first light opera, The Sultan of 
Sulu, around Hadji's interesting dilemma. It was a 
smash hit on Broadway. It was followed soon-by 
more great successes: Peggy In Paris, The County 
Chairman, Sho-Gun, The College Widow, and 
others. Ade became the "king of American musical 
comedy." 

GEORGE ADE, BORN 1866, KENTLAND, INDJANA 



The Hoosier farm boy who typed 
his way to immortality! 

North Africa, Sicily, Omaha Beach, St. Lo, lwo 
Jima. Wherever the battle was bloodiest, wherever 
the dogfaces dreamed and died ... there was Ernie 
Pyle. 

He was America's favorite war correspondent in 
World War II. Loved by millions back in the 
States who prayed for his safety. Respected by the 
infantryman whose misery he shared, whose 
bravery he marveled at. 

There were other correspondents as courageous 
as Ernie, as honest and accurate in their reporting. 
But none had his genius for thinking and feeling 
and hoping like an infantryman. Or his talent for 
putting it all on paper with power and underst and
ing. 

When Ernie was killed by a sniper's bullet, all 
America mourned. Battle-hardened G.1.'s wept 
. . . generals bowed their heads. They had lost a 
good friend. And they knew it. Even today, Ernie's 
books and writings give one of the most dramatic, 
most poignant view of the "common man's" re
action to combat that exists. 

ERN IE PYLE, BORN 1900, NEAR DANA, INDIANA 



How an agnostic inspired the 
world's best-known religious novel! 

The train lurched and swayed its way through the 
Indiana countryside that September evening in 
1870. And the voices of two men began to rise 
above the clickety-clack of the wheels. They were 
arguing about God. 

Robert C. Ingersoll, the noted agnostic, was 
lashing the believers in God and Christ and 
Heaven with the verbal whip of his eloquent scorn. 
He was trying to convince General Lew Wallace. 

And convince him he did. But not in the way he 
had hoped. For Wallace later stated that this very 
discussion inspired him to make over a novel he 
was working on into a reply to Ingersoll. From that 
night on, his plan was to create a powerful argu
ment for the divinity of Christ. 

Ben-Hur, a tale of the Christ, was the result! 
And Wallace's objective was accomplished beyond 
his wildest dreams. Today, it is said, more people 
have read about, or viewed, Ben-Hur than any 
other literary character ever created! 

LEWIS WALLACE, BORN 1827, BROOKVILLE, INDIANA 



How a doughnut brought success 
to America's best-loved clown! 

He walked all alone that night through the streets 
of Montreal, Canada. He was lost in deep thought. 

Things were going from bad to worse for the tall, 
husky. redhead. Audiences were skimpy, and 
mostly lukewarm. He'd have to move on. But 
where? And how? He was almost broke. 

He saw a coffee stand and went in for a cup. As 
he sipped, he cast an eye down the counter. And 
there he saw a doughnut dunker! The redhead 
watched- amused, then fascinated. "This could 
be it," he thought. And it was! 

Red Skelton's genius for pantomime, his instinct 
for comic exaggeration, turned that evening's in
cident into his hilarious "doughnut dunker rou
tine." It became a howling success. Then came 
radio, movies and television. 

Today, millions laugh at the antics of this gifted 
clown on their TV screens. And this has been the 
goal of Red Skelton: "We're all put on earth for a 
purpose, and mine is to make people laugh." 

RICHARD BERNARD SKELTON, BORN 1913, VINCENN ES, INDIANA 



The day the Wabash River flowed 
through New York City! 

It was hot in New York that morning in 1899. Sun
baked air billowed in through an open window
swirling about the 300-lb. hulk of a man who 
dwarfed the piano at which he sat. It was Paul 
Dresser, the songwriter. 

He looked up and spoke to his younger brother, 
Theodore Dreiser (later to become a world-famous 
novelist). 

"How about an idea for a song?" Paul asked. 
"Why don't you write about a state or a river?" 

Theodore answered. "Try Indiana or the Wabash 
River." 

Paul Dresser did try. And the result was On 
The Banks of The Wabash Far Away. Soon it 
was being sung all over the country. Later, it was 
adopted as the official song of the State of 
Indiana. Musical historians laud it as one of the 
truly great folk songs of America. 

Dresser wrote many hits, including the famous 
My Gal Sal. But, On The Banks of The Wabash 
Far Away remains the enduring monument to 
this famous Hoosier's talent. 

PAUL DRESSER, BORN 1857, TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 



HIS GREATEST HIT: 

Inspired by a night in Morocco! 
The wailing voice wafted down through the dry 
desert air of a Moroccan night. From the minaret 
of a Moslem mosque a Mohammedan priest was 
calling the faithful to worship. 

The mournful monotone entranced the visitor, 
Cole ~orter. He couldn't rest until his musical 
genius had transformed it into one of the most 
famous songs in the history of popular music
the haunting and rhythmic Night and Day! 

Night and Day alone would have made Cole 
Porter immortal. But it was soon followed by 
other hit songs: Begin The Beguine, It's De
Lovely, What Is This Thing Called Love, Any
thing Goes, I've Got You Under My Skin, Friend
ship, Don't Fence Me In, So In Love, Wunderbar, 
I Love Paris, and so many, many more. 

Music was Cole Porter's life. Back in Peru, 
Indiana, he wrote his first song, The Bobolink 
Waltz, when he was only 10 years old. He never 
stopped. Today, Cole Porter is recognized as one 
of the most talented, versatile and prolific com
posers in the history of American music. 

COLE PORTER, BORN 1891, PERU, INDIANA 



"You may fire when you are ready, 
Gridley" 

Commodore Dewey's words carried loud and 
clear up to the conning tower of the American 
flagship, Olympia. Captain Charles Vernon Grid
ley, eyes riveted on the battle line of the Spanish 
fleet, barked a command. 

Black smoke belched from the mouths of the 
big guns. Teeth-jarring roars thundered and 
echoed across the water. The Battle of Manila 
Bay had begun. 

114 minutes later the shooting was over. The 
proud Spanish fleet had been brought to its knees 
that afternoon in 1898. Not one ship escaped de
struction or capture. It was one of the most com
plete victories in the history of naval warfare-
and without the loss of a single American sailor. 

Though mortally ill at the time, Captain Grid
ley refused to be relieved from duty and person
ally directed plans and movements during the 
battle. He won high praise from Dewey for his 
bravery and skill. But Gridley didn't live to en
joy his fame. His strength depleted, he died in 
Japan on his way home to Logansport, Indiana. 

CHAR L ES VERNON GR IDLEY, BORN 1844, LOGANSPORT, IN DIANA 



Churchill called this Hoosier, 
"Bulldog!" 

Shortly before the Normandy invasion of World 
War II, General Eisenhower said "No" to Winston 
Churchill. 

The Prime Minister had urgently requested 
that General Walter Bedell Smith be made chief 
of staff in the Mediterranean theater. General 
Smith (affectionately dubbed "The Bulldog" by 
Churchill) was the best man for the job. 

But Eisenhower refused. So great were General 
Smith's talents and determination, that Ike in
sisted "The Bulldog" remain his right-hand man. 

A brilliant military career was just one phase 
of the Walter Bedell Smith "success story." After 
the war, he was appointed Ambassador to Russia. 
Later, he was made head of our Central Intelli
gence Agency. Then, Smith moved on to become 
Under Secretary of State and general manager of 
the U. S. Foreign Service. 

General Smith did not benefit from any college 
education. He left his Indiana home at 15 to be
come a bootstrap soldier. He never stopped 
climbing. 

WALTER BEDELL SM ITH, BORN 1895, INDIANAPOLIS, IN DIANA 



From a Colorado coal mine-
an Indiana classic! 

He was to become a world-famous writer and 
novelist, an American diplomat in foreign lands 
and the leading champion of Hoosier culture. But, 
at the moment, he was trying to run a coal mine 
near Denver, Colorado. Without too much success! 

For Meredith Nicholson was a Hoosier boy 
from Crawfordsville and Colorado country was 
just too far away from Indiana. He was home
sick. So much so that he spent his leisure hours 
writing a book about Indiana. He called it, The 
Hoosiers, and it is recognized today as one of the 
classic studies of Indiana culture and literature. 

Soon after, Nicholson left coal mining behind 
and returned to Indianapolis where he settled 
down to more writing. His best-selling novel, The 
House of a Thousand Candles, was soon followed 
by A Hoosier Chronicle, The Valley of Democracy, 
The Main Chance and many, many more. 

In later years, Nicholson was appointed U.S. 
ambassador to Paraguay, to Venezuela and to 
Nicaragua. But his thoughts were always in Indi
ana and he returned in 1941 never to leave again. 

MEREDITH N ICHOL SON, BORN 1866, CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN DIANA 



Hoosier diplomat solves 
Oriental dilemma! 

It was 1894 and the once proud nation of China 
lay bloody and bowed beneath the heel of the 
conquering Japanese. Fearing the worst at the 
peace table, the Emperor of China sent an appeal 
for help to a famous Hoosier. 

The man? John W. Foster, ex-Secretary of 
State and former Minister to Mexico, Spain and 
Russia. This "dean of the diplomatic service" had 
won world-wide acclaim for his ability and integ
rity. Representing the United States, he had nego
tiated many successful treaties with foreign coun
tries during a long career of service. His mission 
for the Emperor? Gain concessions from the 
Japanese that would permit China to survive. 

He was so successful in this assignment that he 
won the undying gratitude of the Emperor and 
the Chinese people. Years later he was given 
China's highest award, "The Order of the Golden 
Grain," by the grateful president of the new Chi
nese Republic. (Death spared Foster the shock of 
the brutal Communist take-over of China in 
recent years.) 

JOHN W. FOSTER , BO RN 1836, PIKE COUNTY, INOIANA 



What was the secret under the 
Pyramids? 

A flashlight beam cut through the inky blackness 
of the burial chamber. The rasping sound of stone 
against stone carried through the still, stale air 
as the heavy lid of the sarcophagus was raised. 
George Andrew Reisner peered into the coffin that 
had been undisturbed for thousands of years. 

"Gentlemen," he said, slowly, " I regret Queen 
Hetepheres is not receiving." 

And so it was that the great moment of this 
famous Indianapolis-born Egyptologist's career 
brought disappointment that day in March, 1927. 
He had discovered the lost tomb of the mother 
of the great pharaoh Khufu, one hundred feet 
under the pryramids of Gizeh. Only to find the 
Queen's mummy had disappeared! To this day, 
the fate of the remains of Queen Hetepheres is 
unknown. But the contents of the tomb shed im
portant new light on the history of ancient Egypt. 

This brilliant Hoosier scholar was honored 
around the world and, today, his books and teach
ings are guiding modern archeologists as they seek 
~o unearth the mysteries of early civilizations. 

-I 

GEORui:~lNDREW REISNER, BORN 1867, 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


